
From: h.daulton@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Commentary
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 11:39:45 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
It is most distressing for the residents in our community of Micco, Florida to envision
 what will happen to our quality of life once All Aboard Florida would start running its
 passenger trains 32 times a day on the tracks that slice right through our town.
 Access by ambulances, fire trucks and police cars will be delayed, possibly at the
 cost of people's lives and homes. Please do not approve this project.
Thank you,
Sincerely
Henriette and Lee Daulton
3980 11th St
Micco, FL 32976

mailto:h.daulton@comcast.net
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From: J Gilbert
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA -COMMENTS DUE DEC 3 2014
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:17:19 PM

Basically, as i  have  already, stated, their needs to be more transparency, on the All Aboard
 Florida project.
 
Also, i and other community members, in the Miami, Fla area, would like  to know, how the
 project will affects us from an educational, environmental, and economic standpoint.
 
Especially, the Overtown historical area of Miami, Fl, which will have a direct impact.
 
In additional , i have not discovered no community benefit agreement or developer's
 action on jobs and contracts.
 
As i stated , on so many  occasions, projects, are brought to our community,   and
 city,developed;which   most of us, have the least idea, of how we will  be  impacted.
 
The  community needs more information, on a mammoth project , of  this manner.
Jobs &  contracts are crucial , to our community.
Taxes are an engine, that  will serve a purpose, also, if managed correctly, and efficiently.
 
In addition the infrastructure, is already a  challenge, and needs critical attention, if the project
 is approved.
 
The city and county of Miami, fl, is undergoing massive development
 
For a project to be successful, this will require a great deal of community input, and all
 parties at the table, with rational thoughts and ideas.
 
Our water and air, most certainly, will be impacted, in some form are other.
 
Although, we need more sunshine, on this project.
 
Also, for more information, on how Miami, views this project go to :
www.crespogram.com
www.thewatchdogreport.net
 
 
Please stay in contact.
Feel free to email, with latest developments, on the All Aboard Florida project.
 
Thank-You,
NJ Gilbert
Concerned Community  Resident
namong5a@gmail.com
786-273-9597

-- 
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NJ G



From: Leonard Walas
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments from concerned resident
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 6:34:10 PM

Leonard A. Walas
 
 

11/24/14
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave SE, Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
As a concerned resident of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida I am writing to express my total disapproval of
 the ill-conceived “All Aboard Florida” railroad project that is being thrust upon us.
 
As you know, this project proposes to run high speed trains through our residential areas causing major
 disruption to traffic, fire and emergency personnel and our way of life here.  In August of 2012 when my
 mother needed emergency medical assistance at 2:30 AM and the paramedics arrived at our home from
 their station located on the other side of the tracks and were transporting her to Palm Beach Gardens
 Medical Center Emergency Room, I rode up front in the rescue vehicle and asked the driver as we made
 our way to the hospital, also on the other side of the tracks – “what if a train were coming”?  He said “WE
 WAIT”.  That thought gives me great concern. In an emergency there is not a minute to lose. And the
 thought of 32 additional trains per day plus additional and longer freight trains is by no means a minor
 impact to our community – but rather a major disruption in our daily lives.
 
The subsequent increase in freight traffic will compound our problems – with more noise from longer and
 heavier freight trains, more whistles and more traffic delays. This proposal seems to be more about
 getting the approval to install a second track under the auspices of running passenger service and thus
 obtaining government funding. The second FEC track will certainly allow significantly more freight service
 and it appears to me that is what this project is really all about. The distance from Orlando to Miami is
 236 miles and the drive time is approximately 3 Hours and 45 Minutes – taking the bus costs as low as
 $25.
 
Florida already has train service from Miami to Orlando!  It’s called AMTRACK! And it operates at a deficit
 using government funding – Why would this new All Aboard Florida service be any different?  And
 further, I cannot understand why the proposed new high speed train wouldn’t run on the same tracks as
 AMTRACK?? After West Palm Beach going north, Amtrack trains turn inland and pass through rural
 agricultural areas in the middle of the state which causes minimal impact – let All Aboard Florida run their
 new high speed trains on the existing Amtrack tracks. I am certain the cows wouldn’t care if more trains
 passed by!  The impact on our shoreline communities and the problem of the aging FEC drawbridges
 and subsequent disruption of marine traffic would thus be eliminated. 
 
But the proposal to run these additional trains through some of the highest valued real estate in Florida is
 sure to drive those values downward.  And would YOU allow your family to travel on these trains
 knowing that they will pass over the Loxahatchee River and St. Lucie River drawbridges both built in the
 1920’s and both in need of repair – at 110 miles per hour!  I would think not! These bridges were not
 designed for high speed trains and already take approximately 20 minutes to open and close causing
 significant delays to boat traffic.  Imagine the fear of boaters when a severe thunderstorm warning is
 issued by the National Weather Service urging boaters to seek safe harbor immediately (very common in
 our summer months) – only to find that their access to safe harbor is blocked by the railroad bridge. It is
 estimated that these bridges will be in the down position for close to 8 hours a day!  This is a tragedy
 waiting to happen… Boater’s cannot “park” their boats but are subject to shifting river currents and winds
 causing a dangerous situation as they wait for the bridge to open.
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This whole ill-conceived plan is simply unacceptable and if Amtrack and other long distance trains in the
 US are subsidized by the government why would this ill-conceived All Aboard Florida project be any
 different?  You MUST put the brakes on this plan right now!! Perhaps improve the existing Amtrack
 Miami Orlando train service instead.
 
Respectfully,
 
Leonard A. Walas
411 Fonseca Way
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
 
 
lwalaspbg@comcast.net
or
Leonard@LeonardWalas.com
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From: j-levi@earthlink.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments negative
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 11:11:54 PM

Dear people...
I was going to write a simple list of reasons why All Aboard Florida should not be approved. You probably
 won't read this, but it wrote itself so I'm sending it.
Thank you for all you do for us...
Joyce Levi - 1845 Tarpon Lane G106, Vero Beach, FL 32960 - 772-562-9476

There is celebration about the success of high-speed trains in other areas. But there are no places in the
 United States which have a railroad running for 500 miles down the coast (300 from Cocoa to Key West,
 with enormous populations living near or using the roads over which the trains must pass. This is no
 longer empty lands with farms and jungles and small towns. Needs have completely changed.
The land through which Henry Flagler ran his railway was simpler than exists today . The railroad helped
 populate Florida, transporting people and goods before the landscape began to change. There are more
 cars, more bicycles, more people, more structures, more roads and bridges, more street crossings than
 Flagler could have imagined.
More than a half million people live on the Treasure Coast alone, which is comprised of Indian River, St.
 Lucie and Martin Counties, an area through which All Aboard Florida plans to send double and later triple
 the number of trains through the area. The current track runs straight through the middle of many small
 or moderately sized towns.
There are major safety concerns, with the crossing stops preventing emergency vehicles from moving in
 the direction they need to go, whether east or west.
There are concerns about bridges which would need to be rebuilt since there are no plans for doing that.
Since the company is not applying for federal money, they don't have to worry about following rules that
 the government would require. And since following rules can be expensive, they probably won't.
Lowest bidder to get the work? What corners will be cut to balance the lesser income on this major
 project?
They say 32 trains a day, but if they're truly carrying tourists, no tourists will want to travel between 6 in
 the evening through 9 in the morning. So they're talking double the number of trains now running through
 daylight hours with fewer during the night.
The trains will harm businesses and homes via shaking and rattling and loud noises, far more than was
 envisioned by Flagler. As the number of trains increases, the greater the possibility of instability, harm to
 buildings, people and contents.
There are concerns about historic areas close to the tracks being damaged or demolished , particularly
 sections containing ancient bones and artifacts. In Indian River County, there is evidence that has been
 scientifically confirmed of the existence of people living in the area thousands and thousands of years
 ago, some things discovered nowhere else in the world! We have a responsibility to protect that.
Previous attempts to run trains for tourists or high-speed trains have all ended in failure and bankruptcy.
 That means that whatever monies are invested in AAF could be lost, with the losses eventually landing
 on Florida citizens wherever they live. Past failures should never be the criteria by which a new project is
 compared...but this one covers too many miles and too many people and too much potential damage for
 everyone but AAF.
High-speed trains themselves have been known to suffer accidents. In the middle of unsettled
 countryside, that might not matter, but a major accident at 125 miles an hour through the center of a town
 (since the trains will not be slowing or stopping) could prove disastrous for people caught in the vicinity.
Treasure Coast counties see few benefits for our citizens, but great potential for harm . The lack of
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 benefits might not matter were it not for the harm.
It has been suggested that perhaps a safer route damaging fewer structures and people would be down
 the middle of the state. AAF says that will cost them too much money, but that reasoning doesn't make
 sense when compared with the many potential problems caused by running through so many small,
 populated towns.
East Coast Florida -- with its large population, small towns designed for small not huge railroads, fragility
 of historical treasures, etc., etc., etc. -- should not be diminished by this one endeavor to deal with
 Panama Canal freight and its moneymaking possibilities. It's always money, isn't it? But does money
 always have to be the major deciding factor?

  



From: Leigh Schmalz
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: bward@marinersands.com; Jon Wendenhof
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 11:46:48 PM
Attachments: All Aboard Florida letter.doc

To whom it may concern:

Attached is a letter my wife and I sent to John Winkie at the Federal Railroad Administration
 opposing the current All Aboard Florida program. Please include this letter with e-mail
 comments to your site/office.

Leigh Schmalz
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                          LEIGH AND LOIS SCHMALZ

6497 S.E. BALTUSROL TERRACE


STUART, FLORIDA 34997


772-288-5054


October 29, 2014

John Winkie


Federal Railroad Administration


1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 


Room W38-31


Washington, D.C. 20590


Dear John,


I am writing regarding our opposition to All Aboard Florida. We live in the Mariner Sands community of 770 homes in Stuart, FL. where the current railroad is within 100 yards of the rear property line of Mariner Sands. Our home is 4-500 yards from the train tracks and we currently hear the significant noise of the 20-25 freight trains daily. If the number of daily trains were to increase to over 50 trains, the noise level would be constant and unbearable.

Currently our home is for sale with very few “lookers” over the past 6 months……All Aboard Florida issue has had a detrimental effect on property values in our community and potential sales generally. We plan to stay in Mariner Sands and hopefully to downsize…..we cannot afford to give our home away however.

Noise problems and depressed property values are just some of the problems facing us and Florida’s Treasure Coast population. There is absolutely no benefit for All Aboard Florida to the communities north of West Palm Beach……only a negative impact as follows: delays in emergency response; severe traffic congestion; safety issues; problems for local businesses; prospect for higher taxes and marine disruption.

The most logical answer to resolve the many issues confronting All Aboard Florida along Florida’s Treasure Coast is to run these commuter trains (and expected added freight trains) on existing tracks inland from the tracks in question. If we are to believe climate change could render the coastal areas of Florida under water within the next 40-50 years, does it not make sense to plan for the future and begin developing more inland area of Florida through an expanded railroad system.


Further, if All Aboard Florida succeeds in adding 32 commuter trains, and in the long term more freight trains, to the existing tracks along the East Coast of Florida, sound barriers constructed adjacent to the Mariner Sands property line in close proximity to the existing tracks must be required.

Sincerely,

Lois and Leigh Schmalz



From: Jancy11@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Comments
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 4:22:36 PM

I wish to voice my concern about the All Aboard Florida Proposal to have 32 trains running through the
 center of  Martin County.
 
There is NO WAY you can provide safety for the citizen who cross the railroad tracks everyday on foot or
 by car, truck or bus.
 
The traffic will be an issue making people who need to get to the hospital and other facilities late on a
 daily bases.
 
There is NO REASON to provide this kind of service NO CITIES are asking for this to happen.  PLEASE
 STOP THIS
 
TRAIN RECK FROM HAPPENING AND DESTORING OUR CITY.
 
 
Nancy Sailer, a resident of Martin County since 1966
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From: Ruwjr@aol.com
To: John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com; negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov; debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:24:52 PM

Mr. Paul Baumer
Office of Infrastructure Finance and Innovation
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
W84-229
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington , DC 20590
 
Dear Mr. Baumer,
 
I understand that All Aboard Florida (AAF) has applied to your office to issue $1.75 billion
 worth of "Private Activity Bonds" so that AAF can bring 32 high speed trains zooming up the
 East Coast of Florida from Miami to Orlando each day.  The creditworthiness of AAF and its
 parent company, Florida East Coast Industries, is questionable.  This past summer AAF sold
 $405 million worth of junk bonds yielding 12 - 12.75%.  It was reported that the purchasers of
 these bonds simply purchased them as an equity play based on their collateral, rather than
 confidence in the feasibility of this project.  This private company is utimately owned by
 Fortress Investment Group, an equity and hedge fund manager whose stock has plunged over
 60% since it began in 2007. 
 
Our government should not be used to assist in funding this extremely risky project.  Since
 Private Activity Bond interest income is not taxable, issuance of these bonds will result in a
 loss of income taxes that other taxpayers will have to make up.  I do not believe taxpayers
 should have pay more in taxes to help this questionable project.  AAF should instead seek
 "true" private funding and not be subsidized by the American taxpayer.  
 
I also question the motives behind this project as South Florida already has two passenger rail
 systems, Amtrak and Tri-Rail, that together are losing over $100 million per year.  Adding a
 third passenger rail system in this same market makes no sense, especially if it's done on the
 backs of already over-burdened taxpayers.  It will destroy property values along the Florida
 East Coast Corridor all for the benefit of private equity investors. 
 
As an American taxpayer, I ask that you not grant All Aboard Florida the ability to issue Private
 Activity Bonds.  
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Elise Wellington
2205 N. Southwinds Blvd., Unit 206
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Vero Beach, FL 32963



From: Fadden, Dennis
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Cc: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:32:13 PM

John,
 
By now I'm sure you have received many letters and e-mails
 of concern regarding the Fortress Investment Group's
 motives to push the plans of All Aboard Florida quickly
 through the Treasure Coast.  Many residents of the Treasure
 Coast realize railroad progress is important, however
 alternate routes for the trains can and should be determined
 now.  The Environmental Impact Statement discounted 3 of
 the 4 options in what appears to be a financial decision
 without regard to the Treasure Coast life style, in particular
 the marine traffic.  Having attended the many meetings, it is
 odd that the models of marine traffic did not take into
 consideration the size of the canal (only one boat in at a
 time), the currents and the commercial barges.  The
 representative in front of the display could not answer direct
 questions about this discrepancy.
 
I have a favorite restaurant, The Pelican Cafe, that is located
 under the Roosevelt Bridge and I can see the boats joking
 for position.  I also have to suspend table conversation as
 the freight train roles over the rail bridge.  If these trains are
 going to be longer, that will impact this establishment, not
 to mention the planned 32 added passenger trains.
 
In my opinion, it is the revenue of FREIGHT not passenger
 service pushing the unwanted route. The current plan
 will impact property values (especially West of the rail
 bridge) and negatively effect future real estate and tax
 revenue for at least three counties. I have many other
 concerns but my primary concern is the future of attracting
 buyers of many different types of property in our area.   I
 welcome your thoughts regarding my e-mail to you today.   I
 thank you in advance for your response and I look forward to
 the next Environmental Impact Statement addressing many
 of the missing items.

mailto:dennis.fadden@floridamoves.com
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


Dennis L. Fadden, CRS, GRI, SRES, SFR, MRP
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate, LLC
Mobile - 772.486.1763
Office - 772.286.1300
Fax - 772.287.3000
Web - www.DennisLFadden.com

The information in this electronic mail message is the sender's confidential business and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee(s). Access to
 this internet electronic mail message by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or
 omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful.

The sender believes that this E-mail and any attachments were free of any virus, worm, Trojan horse, and/or malicious code when sent. This message and its
 attachments could have been infected during transmission. By reading the message and opening any attachments, the recipient accepts full responsibility for taking
 protective and remedial action about viruses and other defects. The sender's company is not liable for any loss or damage arising in any way from this message or its
 attachments.

Nothing in this email shall be deemed to create a binding contract to purchase/sell real estate. The sender of this email does not have the authority to bind a buyer or
 seller to a contract via written or verbal communications including, but not limited to, email communications.



From: dr_bob911
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:26:32 AM

December 2, 2014

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
Room W38-311, Washington, D.C. 20590

AAF_comments@vhb.com

Dear Mr. Winkle,

Like the vast majority of Treasure Coast citizens, I am vehemently opposed to any  additional 
trains, high speed or otherwise, hurtling through the center of our towns and cities.  As a 
practicing physician, I am especially concerned about the negative consequences on health 
care and public safety of having additional trains rolling through our communities along the 
Treasure Coast.

Here in Indian River County, there are two hospitals with acute care Emergency Departments. 
I am on staff at Indian River Medical Center, and our Emergency Department sees 
approximately 60,000 patients per year; this puts it in the top 10%, volume wise, in the entire 
country.  A large number of those patients live west of the existing train tracks (the majority of
 EMS stations are also west of the tracks, as are the sheriff’s department and the police 
departments for both Vero Beach and Sebastian), while both hospitals are east of the tracks.  
Already, ambulances and firetrucks (as well as police officers and sheriff’s deputies) are 
sometimes delayed by trains.  By adding additional trains as planned, there will no doubt be 
additional delays and some of them are guaranteed to be critical delays.  I believe that as a 
result, the planned additional trains going right through the center of our communities 
represents an unacceptable risk to our citizens and should thus this plan should be revised 
without further ado.

When Henry Flagler built the railway in the late 1800’s, there were very few people in the 
area, with less than one half million people in the entire state and just 300 people in the newly 
incorporated city of Miami in 1896.  At that time, the railway wasn’t bisecting established 
communities and snarling traffic.  They also didn’t know about the environmental concerns of 
running trains right next to the fragile Indian River Lagoon.  However, much has changed 
since then; millions of people now live along the east coast of Florida and will be adversely 
affected by the proposed high speed trains.  (Although there apparently has been support for 
the trains in the Palm Beaches and Miami, it should be noted that the majority of residents 
there do not live or work anywhere near the tracks.)

There is a solution though that makes a lot of sense.  When I-95 and the Turnpike were 
constructed 50 or so years ago, they were built in open ares to the west of where most people 
lived.  Planners did not try to re-purpose existing roads, but instead started with a clean slate to
 make better highways.  Why not do the same with All Aboard Florida?  Would it not, in the 
long run, make more sense to run new tracks along the highway corridors?  This would be 
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more environmentally friendly, disrupt far fewer lives, remove the need for many crossings 
and be more efficient.  Eventually, “park and ride” stations could be added along the interstate 
which would help to increase ridership. 

In conclusion, the current plan to utilize the existing tracks does not make sense.  It will not 
only divide communities, but also disrupt and endanger lives.  It will also have a huge 
negative impact on the ecologically sensitive Indian River Lagoon, interfere with marine 
navigation, and add disruptive vibrations and noise that will be felt and heard for miles.  There
 not only needs to be a limit on the volume of trains, but also for the sake of safety, there 
should be a safe speed limit on trains near populated areas (perhaps 50 mph would be 
appropriate).  Incidentally, railroad speed limits for trains near populated areas would be 
consistent with current FAA regulations which limit aircraft speeds at lower altitudes near 
populated areas.  The only other reasonable alternative would be to move the trains west of 
populated areas as outlined above.  There is no doubt a great deal of pressure from business 
interests to push through this plan, but I believe, as I hope you do, that ultimately we should 
do what is in the best interests of the environment and the people of our community.

Thank you for your time and to the Federal Railroad Administration for your consideration of 
my concerns.

Sincerely,

Robert Butler, M.D.
Vero Beach, FL



From: c huggins
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:39:40 PM

 
Mr. John Winkle
Director, Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Room W38-31
Washington, DC 20590
 
Via Email: AAF_comments@vhb.com
 

 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I do not support the current All Aboard Florida (AAF) proposal to provide passenger
 train service between Miami and Orlando. 
 
Please don’t get me wrong. I like trains.  My grandmother and my uncle were both
 agents for the Florida East Coast Railroad many decades ago in Malabar, Florida.   I
 just don’t like what is being proposed by AAF and the terrible impact it will have on
 the citizens of this region.
 
The AAF plan offers no benefits for either my home town of Ft. Pierce or the Treasure
 Coast region where it is located.   Quality of life will be adversely impacted.  AAF
 won’t even stop in any of our towns, but we will have it whizzing through at a high
 speed anyway—32 times a day.  I live on the opposite side of the tracks from where
 everything is located (health facilities, banks, schools, offices, etc.).  The people in
 this area do not have much money.  We cannot afford to build overpasses to bypass
 the tracks or upgrade roads and track crossings.  And it’s not just Ft. Pierce that will
 be impacted.  Hundreds of thousands of people will be cut off from the other half of
 their towns, as trains fly through without stopping.  There will be severe economic,
 safety, and environmental problems, not to mention loss of property values and
 business.  This area needs tourists, yet AAF will take the tourists to Miami and Ft.
 Lauderdale.
 
There are viable alternatives.  For example, there is a lot of land west of the coastal
 areas or along I-95.  Alternatives like these have not been adequately considered,
 because AAF doesn’t want the service to go there. It seems the primary economic
 focus is on making sure that AAF gets its preferences and is profitable for its
 developers.  What about the negative economic impact the current plan will have on
 the citizens and towns of this region? 
 
AAF rushing nonstop through the middle of the cities and towns on the Treasure
 Coast will cause considerable damage and hardship.  Please consider the comments
 that our cities and counties and organizations have sent to you about your draft
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 Environmental Impact Statement.  Please require AAF to revise its current proposal.
 
Sincerely,

 
 
 

Carolyn Huggins
Fort Pierce, Florida
 
           



From: Jason Schultz
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard FLorida Comments
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 3:14:26 PM

I would like to express my personal support for the entire proposed route of All Aboard Florida on a number
 of levels. First, the proposed line provides a faster way for Palm Beach County residents to reach alternate
 airports to the south, especially Miami International Airport, for flights arriving and departing from that
 airport. Secondly, none of the major counties in South Florida or anywhere else for that matter will be able
 to build their way out of traffic gridlock. There simply is not enough room to build all the lanes necessary
 to relieve the traffic congestion on major north-south corridors like Interstate 95. Anything that takes
 millions of cars off those roadways will have a bigger impact on traffic congestion and air pollution than
 pouring hundreds of millions of dollars into new lanes miles on the interstate. The difference between
 mobility and urban sprawl in northern and southern California shows how beneficial a good public
 transportation network including rail is and the gridlock of Los Angeles, Atlanta and Dallas show what
 happens when the only way to get around in by automobile on ever widening interstate networks. As a
 middle class parent in Lake Worth I could foresee numerous opportunities to use All Aboard Florida both
 to head south to Miami and north to Orlando. In fact, driving to Miami and parking is such a hassle now
 that I would be more likely to go down there with All Aboard than by car.
 
Thank you
Jason Schultz
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From: dan spotts
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida comments
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:12:22 PM
Attachments: DEIS response.docx

Please include and address these comments in a hopefully revised and improved EIS .
 
A hard copy was sent directly to john Winkle
 
Daniel Spotts
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Mr. John Winkle

[bookmark: _GoBack]Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue

SE Room W38-311

Washington, D.C. 20590





Re: All Aboard Florida

December 2, 2014



Miami Aqua-culture, Inc. owns property directly adjacent to the FEC rail lines in Boynton Beach, Florida.  We operate both a retail business and an import/export business from this location.  We are therefore directly impacted by the proposed all Aboard Florida project planned for our back yard.  I have reviewed the Environmental Assessment written exclusively by AAF contractors, the FONSI written by the FRA in response to the unsolicited and self-serving EA, and now the required DEIS written under the direction of the FRA.  There are many contradictions, distortions of fact and failed methodology which leaves this current DEIS, in our view, non-compliant with both the spirit and the legal requirements of NEPA.  The following issues need to be addressed for the final EIS to have any credibility as a rigorous and true evaluation of the overall Environmental Impact of this project.

Failure to perform a comprehensive and independent, critically reviewed analysis of the project from Miami to Orlando.

When the EIS was announced on April 15, 2013 in response to a large loan request from AAF, it was quite clear that it would cover the entire project, and possible alternatives, from Miami to Orlando.  This declaration was unambiguous, and a direct requirement of NEPA.  However, the summary and introduction of the DEIS makes it clear that FRA administrators, including John Winkle, purposely substituted a self-serving Environmental Assessment (EA) written entirely by AAF 2 years earlier to describe impacts of the project from Miami to West Palm Beach.  At the time the EA was written, AAF was not seeking any approvals or funding for the FRA.  As a result the FRA took that document at face value without any critical review or independent verification of the assertions or conclusions it contained.  Mr. Winkle and the FRA have repeatedly pointed to the FONSI issued by the FRA January 31, 2013 based solely on the EA.  They claim that finding of no impact as the legal basis for refusing to review and re-analyze the project from Miami to West Palm Beach in this DEIS.  But in fact on page 6 of the introduction to the FONSI, the FRA makes very clear that “…neither the EA nor this FONSI address in any way the environmental impacts associated with the development of passenger rail in the larger corridor between Miami and Orlando or how the impacts might be appropriately be identified and evaluated should a federal approval or a funding role through the FRA be identified in the future.”

The refusal of the FRA to properly evaluate this project in the DEIS as required by the NEPA invites a legal challenge.  It also brings into question the credibility and impartiality of the FRA to conduct a truly independent review as required by law.  If the DEIS will concentrate solely on the Phase II from West Palm Beach to Orlando as some have suggested, then any proceeds from a resulting loan must also exclude any improvements in Phase 1 or re-financing of $450 million in private bonds used in Phase 1 construction.



Failure to properly analyze freight impact.

AAF has maintained that they are strictly a passenger railroad.  As a result they demand that this DEIS only look at the impacts of 32 passenger trains per day schedule.  But AAF will share these tracks with their parent company, FEC Railways, a freight company.  In their EA, AAF claimed a freight increase of only 5% over the next few years.  But Gov. Rick Scott and the president of the FEC have publicly claimed that freight will more than triple on the FEC tracks by 2016.  This is directly the result of double tracking and a Positive Control System (PTC) upgrade paid for by AAF but now required for all passenger trains and freight lines that carry hazardous goods.  In your own introduction to The DEIS, the FRA acknowledges that freight trains will become longer and increase to 20-22 per day (2 per hour).  However, nearly all your impact evaluations are based on the current 10-12 trains per day, at least in the Miami to West Palm analysis.  This is a fundamental flaw and should require a review or a mitigation limit of 12 freight trains per day.



Failure to properly analyze noise and air pollution.

At the time this DEIS was released, AAF had announced its selection of a Siemens model high speed train only a few days before.  This DEIS, like the deeply flawed EA 2 years earlier, could only make unfounded claims and assertions about how much noise and pollution the proposed train would make.  In both the EA and DEIS the claim is that overall noise and pollution would actually decrease over current levels by adding 32 passenger trains and additional freight trains each day.  This does not pass the ‘laugh test” or seem credible in any way.  The reduced pollution claim appears to come from an assumption that 91% of all AAF passengers will come from existing, dirtier forms of transportation.  This assumption is contradicted by AAF’s own claims that this project will bring millions of new visitors to South Florida.  The small numbers projected to come from Amtrack, Tri-rail or plane traffic will not be enough to reduce their operations or associated noise and pollution.  It is highly unlikely that the auto passengers, who make up 69% of the AAF riders, will actually give up their cars for a more expensive train travel that will also require locating parking in downtown traffic and locating ground transport on arrival at their destination city, for only a minor savings in time.

In the case of noise, the DEIS does not describe the actual dBA of the passenger train traveling at 80-110 mph or the associated locomotive.  It does claim that a diesel train traveling at 50 mph will be about 88 dBA and a locomotive horn will be about 110 dBA.  Without hard data, we can assume that a high speed train will exceed 100 dBA.  Even removing the horn noise, the train itself will only be slightly quieter.  All of these levels are in excess of local noise ordinances, which every other private business must abide.  And in fact on I-95 roadway, the Department of Transportation requires sound mitigation to protect homes and businesses impacted from the noise of cars traveling 55-70 mph on a smooth roadway.  We should expect at a minimum the same noise protection through the rail corridor, or slower speeds.



Failure to properly analyze traffic congestion and safety concerns.

The current DEIS does not look at traffic or safety issues in my area, relying instead on the earlier EA. In Boynton beach, Delray Beach, Stuart, Jupiter and many other towns the FEC tracks run right  through the middle of downtown.  In the earlier EA, AAF looked not only at the interruption to local traffic due to the train passing, but also the queue interval.  This was described as the time spent in a line of backed-up traffic after a train has passed.  The EA found that during rush hour the queue interval resulted in a LOS factor F, the worst ranking for both passenger and freight trains.  They then created a “weighted average” of the queue interval over the course of an hour, assuming 1 passenger train and 1 freight train per hour.  By doing so, they were able to claim an average LOS of factor D or E, just barely acceptable.  But of course, in reality, there will be 3 or 4 trains per hour.  Using the queue data in the EA, this would result in 12-15 minutes of traffic delay per hour on average in more populated areas compared to the 2-4 minutes claimed in the DEIS.

This is important for police and emergency responders.  There are no hospitals east of the FEC railway between West Palm beach and Boca Raton.  There is only 1 fire/rescue station in Boynton Beach on the east side to serve several beachside communities.  In our personal discussions with the Boynton Beach Fire rescue chief , the AAF project is a potential disaster waiting to happen in terms of EMS response time.  Lives will be put at risk unless mitigation (such as an overpass) is planned.  These fears are echoed in many communities.  Yet the DEIS contains no interviews with EMS officials.  And since a finding of “no impact” has been declared, there are no mitigation plans proposed.

On another safety note, AAF proposes to operate highly dangerous equipment through heavily populated neighborhoods with little or no security or safety precautions for the general public or wildlife.  On the I-95 or Alligator Alley roadway, nearly every foot is protected with a chain link fence to deter wildlife or people from wandering onto the road.  In contrast each year several dozen people die on the unprotected FEC tracks.  This can only be expected to increase without mitigation.  Any other private company operating such dangerous equipment would be required to provide at least basic protection.  The FRA, an agency that claims dedication to safety, is requiring none.



Failure to analyze devastating economic impact on local communities.

It is taken as an article of faith that the AAF project will create jobs and millions of dollars for South Florida business.  But in reality, with the exception of real estate development controlled by AAF in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, there is very little projected benefit from this project to smaller communities.  In fact, residents and businesses throughout the corridor will suffer tremendously and are already suffering now as plans develop.  Within the past 6 months since AAF announced plans to proceed aggressively, 17 businesses have left or closed operations in downtown Boynton Beach.  This does not count over a dozen that left earlier in the year and another dozen of new retail space that has never been rented.  Developers have pulled out of projects near the railroad or have demanded higher cash incentives from local governments to locate near the AAF tracks.  This contrasts with full occupancy further west in Boynton Beach, more than 500 feet from the railway.  In its EA, AAF claimed that growth in the corridor would increase at less than 1% per year for the next 20 years.  They claimed that this is because the entire corridor is overbuilt with no room for expansion (obviously false) and that the area has shown negative growth for the past 5 years all the way from Miami to West Palm.  Property values, rental value and taxable value all continue to drop directly because of the railroad plans.  None of this was covered in the DEIS.  For most of South Florida communities, this project is an unmitigated disaster.



In conclusion the most disturbing thing about the DEIS is the obvious way that the FRA is cheerleading for the private company All Aboard Florida.  Rather than doing everything it can to protect the people of South Florida and taxpayers across the nation, the FRA has failed in its responsibility to act in a fair and responsible manner.  We hope you will take these items into consideration and completely re-evaluate this project in the way that was required at the start.    



Sincerely,



Daniel and Janice Spotts,

Owners

Miami Aqua-culture, Inc.



From: Chris de Graff
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: "Rep. Bill Posey"
Subject: All Aboard Florida Comments
Date: Saturday, October 11, 2014 11:48:20 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I read the summary for the “All Aboard Florida - Miami to Orlando Passenger Rail Service Draft
 Environmental Impact Statement.”  I haven’t read (nor do I plan to read) the entire 500+ pages.
 
Bottom Line up front: I am opposed to the All Aboard Florida (AAF) rail project and I am even more
 opposed to the FRA providing a $1.5B loan to help fund the project. 
 
My reasons are simple:

1.       This isn’t “high speed” rail.  It may be fast rail, with higher speeds along the final stretch
 between Cocoa and Orlando, but maximum speeds of 79 to 125MPH isn’t “high speed.”
  Though the trains will be shorter than freight trains, they will still have to slow when
 passing through each town, such as Melbourne, Suntree, Cocoa, etc.  Actual transit time will
 be greater than the “about 3 hours” advertised.  I believe it may be less than 4 hours, but it
 will certainly be greater than 3 hours.  If you advertise 3, and it takes closer to 4, ridership
 will suffer.

2.       High speed rail has its own separate track system for most of the journey that enables very
 high speeds between stops. Look at Germany and the system they put in place for the ICE. 
 New tunnels, new bridges, direct routes between major hubs.  It works, and people, who
 are already accustomed to using the highly efficient train system AND supporting intra-city
 transportation system, use it.  Without the supporting intra-city transportation system, you
 have the fast train to nowhere.  This AAF effort chooses the easier wrong (mixing in with the
 current rail lines and right away) over the harder right, a direct line from West Palm,
 following the Florida Turnpike to Orlando.  Would the direct line option be expensive? You
 bet.  But, people might actually use a line that could transport people from MCO to Miami in
 about an hour (true high speed, dedicated rails) versus the proposed line that will take
 “about 3 hours.”  My bet, as noted above, the line will take closer to 4 hours.  I can drive
 from Orlando to Miami in about 2.5 to 3 hours using the FL Turnpike.  For people arriving at
 MCO, a connecting flight takes less than an hour.  Why would most people opt take a 3 to 4
 hour train ride instead?

3.       Those of us north of West Palm Beach and south of Cocoa get little benefit, but receive all
 the inconvenience.  A 2 minute per hour increase in crossing closures may not sound like
 much, but it is nearly double the current closure time.  I dislike red lights, I dislike getting
 stopped by trains crossing, and with this proposed doubling of stoppage, I dislike it twice as
 much.  Also, there is the theoretical stoppage time, and there is reality.  Freight trains stop
 to drop cars, often triggering gates for longer periods.  They sometimes stop right in the
 vicinity of a sensor, which results in gates dropping for a period, lifting to allow several cars
 to pass, before dropping again.  The times given in the impact statement may be accurate in
 the average, or they may be accurate assuming a certain speed through the crossings, but I
 don’t believe they truly capture actual closure times.
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4.       Based on my comments in 2. above, I believe the ridership assumptions are overly optimistic
 which means that this is unlikely to be a profitable enterprise.  If unprofitable, when it goes
 into bankruptcy, we, the taxpayers who provided the loan (though the FRA) will be left on
 the hook.  In addition, part of the ridership will be taken from those currently using Amtrak,
 which is already taxpayer supported and continues to lose money.   Essentially, robbing
 Peter to pay Paul.  Why do I doubt it will be profitable?  First, look at our history with
 passenger rail lines.  Second, I do not see me ever using it, nor would any of my friends and
 associates who live in Orlando have any interest.  Have you tried to do anything in the Fort
 Lauderdale area without a car?  For those who only wish to visit the beach, or go on a
 cruise, not having a car is probably OK.  For those who want to go golfing, go to the mall,
 take a trip across the Everglades, or the Keys, etc., . . . they’ll most likely want/need a car. 
 Third, I can drive from MCO to Miami as/more quickly with a car as with this rail, and I’ll
 have the flexibility to change plans once I arrive if I have a car.  Given, I can get there more
 quickly by car, I have personal transportation once I arrive, I have more flexibility with my
 schedule – why take the train?  Many others are of like mind.

 
I applaud efforts to reduce auto traffic in and to the Miami Dade area.  Driving in the Ft Lauderdale
 to Miami I-95 corridor is always congested (though not Washington DC congested) with very
 aggressive drivers weaving in and out, even during rush hour.  It is possible that this project could
 reduce some of that.  I say possible, but not likely, as it will have to be priced low enough to
 outweigh its disadvantages.  Of course, getting the price low enough means it won’t be profitable,
 which means it will fail.
 
In summary, I am opposed to the rail and any Federal funds being spent or loaned to support it.  If
 this is a viable, potentially profitable system, the company needs to secure funding through other
 sources outside the Federal Government.  If the All Aboard Florida LLC is unable to raise funds in the
 private market, that should be the first indication that the rest of the private market doesn’t see this
 as a money-making enterprise.  Let the market forces do their job and weed out projects where
 costs outweigh benefits and risks outweigh potential rewards.
 
V/r
 
Christian de Graff
Viera, FL
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From: George D Todd
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida comments
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 7:18:22 PM

I am opposed to using any taxpayer funds to subsidize rail passenger service.
 
Respectfully,
 
George D. Todd

560 10th Place
Vero Beach, FL 32960-6823
e-mail – gdt82828@bellsouth.net

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus
 protection is active.
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From: Lili and Steve Wolfson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Concern
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 9:44:45 AM

To whom it may concern,
We are writing to voice our concern over the plans for AAF.  We are residents of Jupiter in a
 condo community of Jupiter Cove.  We are located close to the railroad bridge and tracks on
 Alt A1A, zip code 33469.   Currently we hear the train as it passes throughout the day and
 night.  Also the traffic is affected.  We want to voice our strong resistance to having an
 increase in rail traffic.  Thank you.
Lili and Steve Wolfson
1748 Jupiter Cove #423
Jupiter Fl 33469
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From: Lyndle Volz
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Concerns
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:47:23 AM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I have lived in Stuart, FL for 28 years and am very concerned about the passenger trains planned for
 my area.  First of all, I don’t think the trains will be profitable and will go the way of Amtrak. 
 Secondly, I feel this is really a ploy to increase the freight trains traveling through Martin County. 
 Besides the safety and inconvenience factor I also see my already degraded property value slumping
 even lower. 
 
As a tax payer I would hope my concerns are taken into consideration and this plan scraped. 
 
Regards,
Lyndle Volz
3081 SE Fairway West
Stuart, FL  34997
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From: Karen Hudon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS and increased freight transport by Florida East Coast Railways
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:25:08 PM
Attachments: John Winkle.pdf

Please find attached a letter concerning the All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact
 Statement and increased freight transport by Florida East Coast Railways.
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 Karen Hudon 


        4900 SE Hanson Circle 


        Stuart, FL  34997 


 


December 1, 2014 


 


Mr. John Winkle 


Federal Railroad Administration 


1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE; Room W38-31 


Washington, DC 20590 


 


 Subject:  All Aboard Florida (AAF) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 


    and railroad operations of Florida East Coast  


     Railways (FECR) and affiliates and projected increase 


     in rail freight transport 


 


Dear Mr. Winkle: 


 


By letter dated November 17, 2014, I sent you comments on the above-identified Draft Environmental 


Impact Statement (DEIS). 


 


Having considered this matter further, I have more to say about the DEIS and the project.  I am strongly 


opposed to this project.  I am a volunteer with Florida NOT All Aboard.  I have spoken with hundreds of 


people on the Treasure Coast who are worried about what this project could do to our coastal 


communities.  The DEIS has treated us like we don’t exist and therefore, don’t matter.  The quality of 


this DEIS is so poor that it should be illegal to present to the public for public comment.  Any document 


issued by a federal agency should be thoroughly reviewed.  It is full of inaccuracies and self-conflicting 


information.  It is extremely long (over 500 pages) plus appendices.  The period for public comment on 


the DEIS expires on December 3, 2014.  This period for public comment is too short for the public to be 


able to consider what is contemplated by the DEIS as well as comment on the DEIS for all of its 


shortcomings and inaccuracies.  I also have many concerns about the information released by AAF to the 


public and how that information has given the impression that this project is a done deal and that 


people have little to say about it, and therefore don’t speak out about it.  I 


 


I am telling you that the people of Stuart and other affected communities will not the tolerate AAF 


public menace whizzing through our towns like a giant cockroach 32 times per day.  Many people are 


frightened about what AAF will do to our towns and how it will affect our quality of life, property values, 


emergency transport and our ability to conduct day to day functions.  A high population of senior 


citizens live on the east side of the tracks and must cross over the tracks in order to go grocery shopping, 


go to doctors’ office visits and practically anyplace else.  We will not put up more noisy freight trains  
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December 1, 2014 


 


 


disturbing our peace, ruining our property values, cutting off maritime activities, driving restaurants, 


shops and businesses of all sorts out of business and ruining our way of life.  We are sick and tired of  


being treated like railroad kill and we will not put up with Federally guaranteed railroad oppression by 


New York City hedge fund or anyone else.  We are angry that AAF and related entities have spent over 


$350 million dollars on campaign contributions for their pay to play scheme.  We pay taxes so we can 


use our roadways.  The projected railroad operations would effectively prevent us from using our 


roadways by blocking vehicular passage.  The more people learn about this project, the angrier they are 


becoming.  We shouldn’t have to defend our way of life from Florida East Coast Railways, its affiliates or 


anyone else, but we will. 


 


The land does NOT belong to Florida East Coast Railways to do whatever they damn well please.  At one 


time, the railroad served a useful function.  At this point, the Railroad’s operations have become a public 


nuisance and need to be moved to a nonresidential area such as along I95 or the Florida Turnpike so as 


not to present a danger to the densely populated coastal communities.  Florida East Coast Railway needs 


to take their tracks, their trains and any other junk they have and get out of here.  We don’t want any 


more hazardous materials.  We’re sick of breathing unknown particulate matter dispersed from the 


open freight cars and we have had it with noise disturbing our sleep.  We don’t want to have the worry 


of train derailment.  Many senior citizens live here.  They have spent their whole lives working, paying 


for their homes and paying taxes to this Government.  They don’t deserve this project and neither do 


the rest of the people who live here. 


 


AAF and FECR affiliates could move their operations west, but as it stands, they are too cheap to do this 


project right, and want to use Federally guaranteed taxpayer money to do it wrong. 


 


Don’t grant this loan.  While AAF and increased freight is on the table, it’s time to move this railroad out. 


 


Regards, 


 


 


 


Karen Hudon 


 


cc:  Representative Patrick Murphy, U.S. House of Representatives 


 







From: Beverly Yoshioka
To: John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS comments
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:46:50 AM
Attachments: AAFComments2.pdf

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

Please accept the signed attached letter below as my comments regarding the AAF project.  My previous letter was
 not signed, so this should replace it.

Sincerely,
Beverly Yoshioka
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From: Friends of St. Sebastian River
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS comments
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:17:26 PM
Attachments: FSSR_DEIS_comments.pdf

Mr. Winkle,
 
Below are our comments regarding the All Aboard Florida project Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
 dated September 19, 2014.  I have also attached these same comments in PDF format, if you find that
 more convenient.
 
Tim Glover, President
Friends of St. Sebastian River
772-202-0501
www.fssr.org
info@fssr.org
 
 
Friends of St. Sebastian River
Response to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
All Aboard Florida
 
November 28, 2014
 
John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE, Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, for the proposed
 All Aboard Florida rail project. The following are our concerns and comments regarding this project.
Section 3.2.1.1 lists the "Threatened and Endangered Species" that are addressed by the DEIS, and
 states that it specifically excludes plant and aquatic species, such as the West Indian manatee. The
 manatee is a federally listed "endangered" species and the St. Sebastian River provides critical habitat
 for the manatee. In addition, the entire river is covered by Manatee Protection Plans (MPP) in both
 Brevard and Indian River counties, which provide for year-round manatee slow or idle speed zones.
 
Manatees listed status requires permitting and consideration of possible impact to the species, for
 projects that potentially may affect them, as confirmed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service. The Army
 Corps of Engineers permit review "manatee key" states that the key applies to projects such as
 "construction/placement of other in-water structures."
 
The DEIS states that the railroad bridge across the St. Sebastian River is to be demolished and replaced,
 yet it does not provide an analysis of the impacts to manatees. The ACOE manatee key lists specific
 projects that have a predetermined "may affect" status, requiring review to minimize or eliminate potential
 impacts of the project. We believe those impacts will/may include the listed "may affect" activities of:
 
blasting or other detonation;
installation of structures which could restrict or act as a barrier to manatees;
floating platform, barge or structure that restricts manatee access to less than half the width of the
 waterway.
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Friends of St. Sebastian River
Response to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
All Aboard Florida


November 28, 2014


John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE, Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590


Dear Mr. Winkle:


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, for the
proposed All Aboard Florida rail project.  The following are our concerns and comments regarding this
project.


Section 3.2.1.1 lists the “Threatened and Endangered Species” that are addressed by the DEIS, and
states that it specifically excludes plant and aquatic species, such as the West Indian manatee.  The
manatee is a federally listed “endangered” species and the St. Sebastian River provides critical habitat
for the manatee.  In addition, the entire river is covered by Manatee Protection Plans (MPP) in both
Brevard and Indian River counties, which provide for year-round manatee slow or idle speed zones.


Manatees listed status requires permitting and consideration of possible impact to the species, for
projects that potentially may affect them, as confirmed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service.  The Army
Corps of Engineers permit review “manatee key” states that the key applies to projects such as
“construction/placement of other in-water structures.”


The DEIS states that the railroad bridge across the St. Sebastian River is to be demolished and
replaced, yet it does not provide an analysis of the impacts to manatees.  The ACOE manatee key lists
specific projects that have a predetermined “may affect” status, requiring review to minimize or
eliminate potential impacts of the project.  We believe those impacts will/may include the listed “may
affect” activities of:
• blasting or other detonation;
• installation of structures which could restrict or act as a barrier to manatees;
• floating platform, barge or structure that restricts manatee access to less than half the width of the


waterway.


In addition the St. Sebastian River qualifies as an Important Manatee Area (IMA) due to parts of the
river being designated a Warm Water Aggregation Area (WWAA), and as such, “any type of in-water
activity” has the status of “may affect” impact to manatees.  Therefore the DEIS needs to include a full
analysis of potential impacts to manatees, beyond the proposed mitigation measures outlined in Section
7.2.11.1.


Section 4.1.3.2 Existing Navigation Conditions describes the existing conditions and operations of the
waterways to be impacted by the project.  Its description of the St. Sebastian River though does no
include a significant recreational/access point for the river.  Dale Wimbrow and Donald MacDonald
Parks are county parks that are located upstream of the railroad bridge.  They provide the only free,
improved public boat launches on the river and are important recreational facilities for public access







and enjoyment of the river.  In addition, larger size commercial tour boats regularly transit the railroad
bridge crossing to access the South Prong of the river.


Section 4.3.5.2 Affected Environment – Essential Fish Habitat.  While the DEIS and the National
Marine Fisheries Service do not consider the importance of non “marine” habitat for assessment of
essential fish habitat, the St. Sebastian River is habitat that is essential to a few rare fish species, some
of which are endemic to the river.  Dr. Grant Gilmore, Estuarine, Coast and Ocean Science, Inc., has
published some of his research on these species in the St. Sebastian River, in Rare and Endangered
Biota of Florida, Volume 2: Fishes.  Dr. Gilmore has been trying for a number of years to establish the
endangered status of these fish species by attempting to have them listed.  To date none of them have
been, but their rarity, and the importance of the St. Sebastian River for their survival merits
consideration and minimization of any impacts to their habitat.  Dr. Gilmore indicates that some of the
most productive benthic habitat in the river is located just to the west of the current railroad bridge.


The DEIS only considers temporary construction impacts with regard to in-water bridge work, to be in
the immediate vicinity of the project area.  Impacts of noise, especially with the driving of pilings for
bridge supports, will have far greater impact.  The DEIS only considers noise impacts on fish species.
Manatees and certainly dolphin, which regularly feed in the St. Sebastian River, will have a keen
sensitivity to the noise produced by the project and therefore need to be considered, and impacts
mitigated.  The proposed use of air bubble curtains would seem ineffective in mitigating the extreme
sensitivity of dolphins to the level of noise produced by pile driving.  Additionally the DEIS does not
address the noise impact to the river habitat, of more than tripling traffic crossing the bridge.


The DEIS proposes to demolish and replace the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge, but the Army
Corps of Engineers Biological Assessment indicates that the original bridge will be maintained, and a
new bridge built adjacent to it.  The DEIS does not indicate that the Florida Division of Historic
Resources has given their approval for the removal of the historic St. Sebastian River railroad bridge.
If the bridge is to be demolished, the DEIS does not offer an analysis of the possibility, and
minimization of the deposition of toxic materials in the St. Sebastian River, such as lead, rust, creosote,
etc.  In addition, an adjacent bridge would require a new alignment, which would have a significantly
greater impact on the shoreline and wetland habitat along the river, as well as adjacent neighbors.  The
DEIS does not address these issues.


Potential impacts of the riverine cross section area (flow channel), by the new bridge, are also not
addressed by the DEIS.


Thank you for your consideration of our concerns, and we look forward to them being fully addressed
in the final Environmental Impact Statement.


Sincerely,


Tim Glover, President
Friends of St. Sebastian River
P.O. Box 284
Roseland, FL 32957-0284
info@fssr.org


cc:  Andrew Phillips, Project Manager, US Army Corps of Engineers







In addition the St. Sebastian River qualifies as an Important Manatee Area (IMA) due to parts of the river
 being designated a Warm Water Aggregation Area (WWAA), and as such, "any type of in-water activity"
 has the status of "may affect" impact to manatees. Therefore the DEIS needs to include a full analysis of
 potential impacts to manatees, beyond the proposed mitigation measures outlined in Section 7.2.11.1.
 
Section 4.1.3.2 Existing Navigation Conditions describes the existing conditions and operations of the
 waterways to be impacted by the project. Its description of the St. Sebastian River though does no
 include a significant recreational/access point for the river. Dale Wimbrow and Donald MacDonald Parks
 are county parks that are located upstream of the railroad bridge. They provide the only free, improved
 public boat launches on the river and are important recreational facilities for public access and enjoyment
 of the river. In addition, larger size commercial tour boats regularly transit the railroad bridge crossing to
 access the South Prong of the river.
 
Section 4.3.5.2 Affected Environment – Essential Fish Habitat. While the DEIS and the National Marine
 Fisheries Service do not consider the importance of non "marine" habitat for assessment of essential fish
 habitat, the St. Sebastian River is habitat that is essential to a few rare fish species, some of which are
 endemic to the river. Dr. Grant Gilmore, Estuarine, Coast and Ocean Science, Inc., has published some
 of his research on these species in the St. Sebastian River, in Rare and Endangered Biota of Florida,
 Volume 2: Fishes. Dr. Gilmore has been trying for a number of years to establish the endangered status
 of these fish species by attempting to have them listed. To date none of them have been, but their rarity,
 and the importance of the St. Sebastian River for their survival merits consideration and minimization of
 any impacts to their habitat. Dr. Gilmore indicates that some of the most productive benthic habitat in the
 river is located just to the west of the current railroad bridge.
 
The DEIS only considers temporary construction impacts with regard to in-water bridge work, to be in the
 immediate vicinity of the project area. Impacts of noise, especially with the driving of pilings for bridge
 supports, will have far greater impact. The DEIS only considers noise impacts on fish species. Manatees
 and certainly dolphin, which regularly feed in the St. Sebastian River, will have a keen sensitivity to the
 noise produced by the project and therefore need to be considered, and impacts mitigated. The
 proposed use of air bubble curtains would seem ineffective in mitigating the extreme sensitivity of
 dolphins to the level of noise produced by pile driving. Additionally the DEIS does not address the noise
 impact to the river habitat, of more than tripling traffic crossing the bridge.
 
The DEIS proposes to demolish and replace the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge, but the Army Corps
 of Engineers Biological Assessment indicates that the original bridge will be maintained, and a new
 bridge built adjacent to it. The DEIS does not indicate that the Florida Division of Historic Resources has
 given their approval for the removal of the historic St. Sebastian River railroad bridge. If the bridge is to
 be demolished, the DEIS does not offer an analysis of the possibility, and minimization of the deposition
 of toxic materials in the St. Sebastian River, such as lead, rust, creosote, etc. In addition, an adjacent
 bridge would require a new alignment, which would have a significantly greater impact on the shoreline
 and wetland habitat along the river, as well as adjacent neighbors. The DEIS does not address these
 issues.
 
Potential impacts of the riverine cross section area (flow channel), by the new bridge, are also not
 addressed by the DEIS.
 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns, and we look forward to them being fully addressed in
 the final Environmental Impact Statement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Glover, President
Friends of St. Sebastian River
P.O. Box 284
Roseland, FL 32957-0284
info@fssr.org

mailto:info@fssr.org


 
cc: Andrew Phillips, Project Manager, US Army Corps of Engineers



From: Ray Mitchell
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS comments
Date: Sunday, November 30, 2014 6:30:11 PM

Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of the All Aboard Florida project.
 
 
The primary objection to the project is the negative impacts on the communities along the east
 coast of Florida between Cocoa and West Palm Beach.  These communities (30 or more) are
 characterized by commercial and residential areas that are intersected by the FEC’s at-grade right of
 way.  The proposed significant increase in rail traffic presents a number of conflicts with good
 planning principles.  The addition of passenger rail capacity through the corridor might make some
 sense, were it proposed to actually serve the corridor, but it only serves the terminal points. Even
 with service, the number of trains per day would be hard to justify in terms of the interruptions to
 local mobility and the issues of noise and vibration.
 
The undeniable reality is that the passenger service will not be profitable.  There is no model for
 such service in the U.S. that is profitable.  So why would all the business minds at FECR propose to
 engage in a business that is not profitable?  Because they are looking beyond the few years of
 unprofitable passenger service (for which they will ask to be at least partially reimbursed) to the
 very profitable freight traffic they expect from the Port of Miami.  Once the right of way, signaling
 and grade crossings have been improved under the guise of bringing passenger service to the
 corridor, they will be positioned to run the increased freight traffic.  Freight means longer trains,
 heavier cars and thus more noise, vibration and interruption of local movements.  Since the
 passenger service will not support the 32 trains per day forecasted, the operator may be able to
 claim a reduction in the total number of trains operated even with the increase in freight
 operations. 
 
The difficulty for planners is that there is an established rail corridor from Orlando to Miami on CSXT
 right of way.  That corridor is the one that makes sense for improvement as the preferred freight
 corridor because of its limited environmental and quality of life impacts on current and future
 populations.  The FECR proposal, though attractive as a passenger operation, would produce havoc
 as a heavy rail operation.  The public revolt over freight service for the Port of Miami routed through
 the centers of the Cocoa to West Palm communities would be loud and relentless.
 
Since the FRA knows the long term intent of this proposal is to exploit the potentially profitable
 freight traffic, it must be prepared to fund the improvements to the central Florida routing and
 encourage all Port of Miami freight to be carried over that route. The FRA should not knowingly
 allow their role as the helpmate of rail traffic to contribute to the destruction of the quality of life in
 some 30 communities over 130 miles of FECR right of way.  The probable and unintended
 consequence of approving the proposal is a depopulation of the Cocoa –West Palm corridor.
 
 
 
Ray Mitchell

mailto:ray_mitchell@irirep.com
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From: andyl@jupiter.fl.us
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Cc: TownCouncil@jupiter.fl.us; deptheads@jupiter.fl.us
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS Comments: Town of Jupiter, Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:13:18 PM
Attachments: AAF_DEIS_FRA_120314.pdf

landuse_AAF_TCRPC.pdf
traffic impacts_AAF_TCRPC.pdf

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
Please find the attached correspondence and supporting attachments regarding the All Aboard
 Florida DEIS.  Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this proposal.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andy Lukasik
 

 
 Andrew D. Lukasik
 Town Manager
_____________________________________
210 Military Trail, Jupiter, Florida 33458
www.jupiter.fl.us l email: andyl@jupiter.fl.us  
office: 561.741.2214 l fax: 561.575.9730

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to
 or from the Town of Jupiter officials and employees regarding public business are public

 records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may be
 subject to public disclosure. Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do

 not want your e-mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send
 electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing

This message has been scanned for malware by Websense. www.websense.com
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December 3, 2014 
 
 
 
Mr. John Winkle 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Room W38-311 
Washington, DC     20590 
      
RE:  Town of Jupiter Response to the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) 
 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle: 
 
Please accept this correspondence as the Town’s initial comments and questions about the 
AAF DEIS for consideration by the Federal Railroad Administration.  The Town’s comments are 
organized by the Environmental Effects identified in the DEIS. 
 
 
Land Use: 
Much of the FEC right of way through Jupiter was established through an easement dedicated 
by the United States of America by act of Congress on March 3, 1875. Limited lands used by 
FEC were acquired through fee simple deeds.  Further investigations into the ownership of the 
FEC rail corridor through Jupiter has determined that a portion of the property may not fall under 
sole ownership of FEC and/or FEC is not a fee simple controlling party to title of the railroad 
right of way.   
 
Perhaps more importantly, the entire rail corridor has been dedicated to the use of the public.  
For over a century, the FEC has used this dedication to the public to its advantage through tax 
exemptions and the ability to secure public funding for improvements and maintenance in the 
corridor.   
 
In consideration of All Aboard Florida, it is reported that the rail corridor is “privately held” and 
under the complete control and jurisdiction of the railroad company.  As such, FEC and AAF 
purport that state or local governments have no grounds to approve or deny the project as the 
advocate for the “public”.  Even though some of the lands may have originally been held in 
private hands, the “public” designation assigned to some of the property may have modified the 
original private land rights in some measure to consider the “public’s interest” in how the right of 
way is used.    
 
Given these observations, the Town of Jupiter would like clarification on ownership 
issues within the corridor to support the position that AAF/FEC has the ability to 1) 







expand capacity within the ROW without any public input and 2) charge local units of 
government lease payments for use of public crossings and necessary improvements to 
railroad crossings. 
 
 
Transportation: 
Although the DEIS focused on passenger rail, the assumptions in the analysis include a growth 
in freight that need to be considered given the combined impacts on transportation.   
 
Baseline Data for Freight:   
The DEIS discusses expected increased freight train trips using 2013 as a baseline. This 
section should be updated to cite 2014 figures and projections for 2015 and beyond. The 
section also states that a doubling of the number of expected freight trains along the line is 
expected within two years. The basis for this anticipated doubling should be provided. 
 
Per the DEIS, there is a 30% increase in average freight train speeds in the No-Action 
Alternative over the average currently being experienced.  An explanation of this increase is 
important to ensure that there is a clear understanding of the basis for the assumed 
change in speed.   
 
The information requested above will provide more certainty regarding the baseline impacts of 
increased freight without the proposed passenger rail service. 
 
Assumed Train Speeds and Traffic Impacts: 
The methodology for analyzing traffic impacts confirms that the AADT for only the two largest 
arterials have been included for each county. Using only two roads per county (10 total, or 6% 
of the total number of crossings) provides an incorrect calculation of the total average daily 
volume being impacted by the proposed project. The transportation study needs to be vastly 
expanded to study the impact on all major local roads with grade level crossings. 
 
The assumed operation speed for freight trains as 54.3 mph in the DEIS is questionable for the 
Center Street, Indiantown Road and Toney Penna Drive crossings due to the Loxahatchee 
River bridge and curvature of the rail.  Based upon the Town’s internal review of the rail system 
in Jupiter, a 30 mph operation speed seems to be a more appropriate assumption for freight 
trains.  The corresponding total closure time, based upon the Town’s calculations, will be 
extended from 2.5 minutes to almost 4 minutes, which significantly impacts the traffic on 
Indiantown Road.  Additionally, the assumed operation speed for passenger train in the DEIS is 
89.2 mph, which is an unreasonable assumption for this section of the system.  Given the radius 
of curvature of approximately 450m, the safe train speed seems to be limited to 60 mph. 
 
Based upon the Town’s speed assumptions, the Indiantown Road/Alternate A1A intersection is 
projected to be over-saturated due to crossing closure – which also assumes two (2) freight 
trains and one or two passenger train(s) -- during the PM peak period in 2036.  The vehicle 
queue will exceed 4,000 feet and the corresponding intersection delay will be over 200 seconds 
per vehicle.   
 
The projected impacts on traffic constraints have not been adequately addressed within the 
DEIS.  The limited number of intersections analyzed and the generalized speed of the trains that 
were assumed do not provide adequate data to understand the impact of projected freight and 
new passenger service on local traffic.  Given this, the anticipated speeds in Jupiter should 
be analyzed to better understand the impacts of freight and passenger service on traffic 
in 2036.  It would be beneficial to know, where on the system trains will accelerate and 
decelerate and the anticipated speeds would be at these locations.    
 
Additionally, critical intersections at crossings need to be analyzed in term of traffic 
impact, especially for the intersections with speed constraints such as the Indiantown 
Road, Toney Penna Drive and Donald Ross Road crossings. Further, an assumption 
regarding Tri-Rail impacts should be included as well.  In response to the anticipated 
impacts, traffic mitigation strategies need to be proposed in the EIS report as well. 







 
 
 
Freight Impacts: 
The DEIS gave limited consideration to the relocation of freight from the FEC Corridor.  For 
example, the DEIS states, “Negotiating shared‐use agreements presents the risk…that the 
controlling railroad would not agree to acceptable terms for a shared use environment.” AAF 
should attempt to negotiate a shared-use agreement for tracks west of the proposed 
project before citing this as a risk and dismissing this alternative.  Additionally, other 
inland, such as the US27 Corridor proposal, or maritime options should be explored in 
the study as well. 
 
 
Navigation: 
Of significant concern for the Jupiter community is the impact of the Loxahatchee Bridge 
operation on maritime traffic.  DEIS information about existing conditions differs from what has 
been gathered locally.  Data gathered should be consistent and reevaluated to better 
understand the maritime impacts.   
 
Further, there continues to be concerns about the condition of the Loxahatchee Bridge itself.  
Based upon a review of the bridge by Bridge Design Associates (BDA), an engineering firm that 
provided consulting services to the Jupiter Inlet District, the Loxahatchee Bridge is in need of 
structural steel rehabilitation.  There are holes from corrosion in steel beams of the movable 
spans and a significant amount of coating failure and corrosion on the beam bottoms near the 
water according to BDA.   
 
The Town understands that the FRA, in accordance with the Bridge Safety Standards Final Rule 
released in July 2010, requires annual inspections of railroad bridges.  This information has 
been requested by other agencies but not provided as it has been reportedly deemed 
proprietary information by the FECR.  Information gathered about the structural integrity of 
the Loxahatchee Bridge during recent inspections needs to be made available.  It is 
possible that more thorough inspection of the main support beams to evaluate thickness 
and detect possible fractures in the steel and its connections may be required if the 
existing data is insufficient.   
 
Lastly, a specific scope of work for the reconstruction of the Loxahatchee should be 
better defined in the study.   
 
 
Noise and Vibration: 
The areas of moderate noise impact seem to be underestimated. Houses in our community are 
located in close proximity to the corridor and identified as no-impact, yet owners currently 
experience moderate noise and vibration impacts from train noise and horns from existing 
freight operations. The noise impact zones need to be reviewed to ensure that they 
accurately reflect moderate and severe noise impacts along the north-south route. 
 
Additionally, the impact of vibration on hospitals or surgery centers in close proximity to the 
corridor, especially during the construction of the second track, needs to be evaluated.  In 
Jupiter, the Jupiter Medical Center building, which is the local community hospital, is 
approximately 200 yards from the track and could be negatively impacted. 
 
Noise from wheels – maintenance not the only option.  Table 7.2-2 also includes the mitigation 
measure “Maintain train wheels and rails to minimize vibration.” Since there is no indication 
that this is being done for existing freight trains, there should be a mitigation measure 
added by the FRA for periodic inspection and tolerances which, if exceeded, would 
require train wheel replacement. 
 
 
 







Water: 
With the addition of impervious surface associated with the addition of rail within the 
corridor, the Town requests the identification of more definitive water pre-treatment 
strategies and their locations as part of the impact statement. 
 
 
Public Health and Safety: 
Grade Separation:  the DEIS indicates that the East-West Corridor would be entirely grade 
separated at roadways. Existing roads would either be crossed using bridges or would be 
closed, eliminating any potential safety concerns. A similar commitment to safety does not 
appear to be provided in the North-South Corridor.  The North-South Corridor should require the 
same level of safety as the East-West Corridor.  AAF should be required to pay for grade 
separation of the major crossings when done in consultation with local communities. 
 
Grade Crossings:  The DEIS Grade Crossing Details report did not account for impacts on 
emergency vehicular traffic that must cross the railroad tracks to deliver services to or from 
Jupiter Medical Center and the neighborhoods located on the other side of the corridor.  The 
impact on emergency and public safety facilities should be analyzed in the study. 
 
As a condition of proceeding with the proposed project, the FRA should require AAF to 
finance safety improvements associated with as well as the process required for the 
creation and the on-going maintenance of quiet zones requested by local communities.    
Further, the scope of work at each crossing, which should include Vehicle Presence 
Detection devices, should be detailed within the study.   
 
Safety has to be addressed in the DEIS for pedestrians and bicyclists as well.  Pedestrian 
gates and sidewalks should be included in the scope of work for crossing safety 
upgrades.  Communities should be included in the evaluation of safety needs given local 
knowledge of pedestrian and bicycle movements. 
 
Sealed Corridor:  A sealed corridor needs to be established that minimizes visual impacts 
while effectively preventing informal pedestrian crossing between the established at-
grade crossings.  This should be done in cooperation with the impacted communities.   
 
Additionally, communities should not be required to continue to pay for lease 
agreements for existing landscaping in the corridor as it helps to prevent unsafe 
crossings and mitigates impacts from additional trains.   
 
 
Cultural Resources 
The information in the DEIS pertaining to the Historic Resources within the West Palm Beach 
Corridor Area of Potential Effects should be updated to include the following historic sites within 
the Town: 


 Sawfish Bay Park (Florida Master Site File #8PB11388) 


 Milam Archaeological Midden (Florida Master Site File #8PB11546) 
 
Neither midden directly impacts the FEC ROW.  The Milam Midden is located just west of the 
FEC ROW on three residential properties along the north shore of the Loxahatchee River south 
of Riverside Drive. The other is an archaeological site at Sawfish Bay Park. As required by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the West Palm Beach Corridor Area of Potential 
Effects completed for the DEIS was required to include known archaeological sites within 150 
feet of the FEC ROW to allow for consideration of indirect impacts. Both middens are within 
150 feet of the FEC ROW but were not included in the DEIS.  They should simply be 
identified in the final report.    
 
 
The aforementioned issues were identified by and discussed by the Town Council during their 
November 4, 2014 and December 2, 2014 meetings.  It should be further noted that the Town 







Council is in agreement with the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council’s letter and 
recommendations as well.  
 
Please contact me should you require additional information about the Town Council’s 
concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrew D. Lukasik 
Town Manager 



andyl
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From: Littman Sherlock & Heims P.A.
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Littman Sherlock & Heims; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil;

 David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov;
 Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov; John_Wrublik@fws.gov;
 Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; President@whitehouse.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov;
 BillNelson@senate.gov; Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov;
 GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS Comments-Guardians of Martin County
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 4:00:27 PM
Attachments: 12 2 14 Letter to John Winkle.pdf

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation

Dear Mr. Winkle:

The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has promoted a
 safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life for Martin County
 residents for more than a decade, objects to the All Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed
 rail project as currently proposed and configured and submits comments with respect
 to the following categories evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
 (DEIS): Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts), Economic Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health &
 Safety, Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.

Introduction

Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor) identified on
 Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40 miles north of West
 Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263 based on 2013 U.S.
 Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and Orlando,
 Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a day traveling at
 high speed through our community (along with an additional 12 to 14 freight trains).
 AAF will cause economic harm and create safety, environmental, noise, and
 navigation hazards that Martin County residents do not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the
 environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform decision-
makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize
 adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.” The Draft EIS that was
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 drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve this purpose. It contains
 inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information that must be supplemented and
 corrected before decision-makers and the public may fully evaluate the impacts of
 the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within Martin
 County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of Communities and
 Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).

The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop. est.
 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the DEIS
 report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10 at grade
 crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an incorporated municipality
 within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the City of Stuart, is literally bisected
 by the project, has also been omitted.

Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which is
 listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage Museum
 are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these issues in
 detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is glaringly
 absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin County, the City
 of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS evaluation of Communities
 and Demographics raises serious concerns about the thoroughness and veracity of
 the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the project
 on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit elderly and
 handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that will enhance
 mobility and livability in their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there is not a
 single “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and handicapped
 individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance mobility and livability” in Martin County
 communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the project promises severe
 disruption to communities in which the elderly and handicapped reside and poses
 potential life-threatening risks.



Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the project
 creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses that rely on
 customers to cross the tracks for access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business outlets are
 located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access across the tracks
 is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base of many of these small
 businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of Port Salerno, Hobe Sound,
 Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the incorporated municipality of Stuart, which
 encompasses the minority community of East Stuart.

Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be
 impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the DEIS.
 The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound CRAs all are
 adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily created areas
 designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and generate economic
 development and stability within the communities where they are established. The
 DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts to Martin County’s CRAs, such
 as the effect of lower property values caused by AAF on the Tax Increment
 Financing methodology that is used to finance and maintain CRA operations.

The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to temporary
 construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result from the
 project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small business owners and
 residents in the project area, especially those adjacent to or in close proximity to the
 FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train traffic
 that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous conditions for their
 customers trying to cross the tracks.

Environmental Justice

The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income populations
 in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the negative impacts of the
 AAF project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the FECR
 tracks.



The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-American.
 East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A (Dixie Highway)
 and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely populated residential area
 from the commercial area, and it is common for residents – especially children – to
 walk or ride their bikes across the tracks several times a day. One of the most
 beloved and utilized organizations within the East Stuart community, the Gertrude
 Walden Child Care Center, which provides services for low-income and minority
 parents and children, is located in the immediate vicinity of the project.

Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate, where
 public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys and Girls’
 Club are located in close proximity to the project. These communities have a high
 level of minority residents and businesses who are disproportionately impacted by
 the project, which does not directly impact the more affluent communities within the
 County which are not located as near the FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of low-
income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be encountered
 by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access emergency medical
 care.

Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin County
 (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted comments
 objecting to the project noting that emergency responders throughout Martin County
 already “face a unique burden from existing freight traffic” on the “rail line [which]
 slices through the center of” the community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR tracks, the
 emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result in tragic
 consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted, even if delays
 caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the community are brief,
 “seconds can truly mean the difference between life and death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the railroad
 tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to these
 residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be further
 depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from increased train
 traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority communities located
 closest to the FECR tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative impacts to
 navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to adequately and
 accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., joins the
 marine industry, local governments, and boaters throughout the County in objecting



 to the project as it relates to navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect to the
 number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge. Comments
 submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels passing through the
 bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more than twice as many
 vessels as the DEIS estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront properties
 that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks that require boaters
 to navigate through the bridge with longer and more frequent closures also will be
 severely impacted by the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.

Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point, there
 will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach the medical
 center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart and Martin County,
 which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire rescue services, project
 serious increases in emergency response times due to increased train traffic and
 crossing closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in the
 event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on Hutchinson Island
 just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are crossed by FECR tracks. In the
 event of other emergencies or weather events that require evacuation, increased
 train traffic will generate still more delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County, especially in
 low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with not only a higher
 number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed of approaching trains.
 Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross the tracks based on the
 slower speed of freight trains will face significantly less crossing time with high-speed
 passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin County,
 which is the site of a number of resources which are not even mentioned in the DEIS.
 The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) has submitted comments
 identifying species which will likely be impacted, such as perforated reindeer lichen



 (Cladonia perforata) located within the right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed (Asclepias
 curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat within
 the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay, gopher
 tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially likely to cross
 back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between scrub habitat and
 wetlands breeding grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as well as
 gopher tortoise on site.

More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe negative
 impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency vehicles,
 campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the park during
 closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these issues.

Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands and
 water resources resulting from the proposed project.

Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including potential
 impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is federally
 designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such concerns,
 suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates or minimizes
 them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant ecological complex,
 however, that provides unique habitat for endangered, threatened and migratory
 birds that travel throughout the area, including within the right-of-way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been quantified or
 addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these impacts without
 acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for all wetlands. Insufficient data
 is provided for an accurate evaluation of the project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which have been
 requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as Martin County and
 other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other marine life
 will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in increased bridge
 closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate through the bridge.

Conclusion



The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative (DEIS
 Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts to Martin
 County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply rejected the
 CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such as “the risk that
 CSX would not be willing to enter into” a shared use agreement for existing
 infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the CSX Route Alternative
 poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect impacts to wetlands and
 protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as proposed.
 The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and subjective material
 that appears to have been deliberately skewed by the drafters to support an
 unsustainable, critically flawed project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive Growth
 Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The DEIS inaccurately
 states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County “Division of Community
 Planning.” (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within Martin County government.
 The Plan was prepared by the Martin County Growth Management Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the population
 and communities along the projected route.

Sincerely,

Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/


From: Manny G.
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: mannyrr@erols.com; lighthouse1105@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida DEIS
Date: Saturday, November 29, 2014 6:10:51 PM

Mr. John Winkle
 
I am a retired Railroad with 43 years on the job from various New York railroads. Working in various
 departments as General Foreman. Manager, Supervisor.  I worked with the NTSB on safety issues
 and collisions and have written numerous investigation reports.  ID # 29762 LIRR
 
I have serious problems with this AAF, and their draft proposal. 
 
1) There are a lot of noise migration that the DEIS doesn’t cover.
 

·         Trains traveling at the high speeds at Grade Level will produce sound levels well above 85
 decibels from the wheels and “Rooftop Engine Cooling Fans”.

·         Because its Florida, The Passenger cars will have high capacity cooling units adding to the
 sound level.

·         All “Draft” sound measurements were taken with trains on “Wooden Ties”.  AAF will be
 replacing all the RR ties with Concrete Ties. (a minimum increase of 5db.)

·         Most importantly; will be the High Speed Vibration Mitigation that will Deteriorate nearby
 structures including, the multiple cities Municipal Water Pipes that cross under the train
 tracks along the right of way up and down the east coast.   (as per The DOT “High Speed
 Ground Transportation Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment” (Oct. 2005). Report #
 293630-4

·         Air Quality will worsen in populated areas because of idling trucks and cars at grade
 crossings.

 
 
2) There will be a lot of train/vehicle collisions at grade crossing due to the Age Demographics of the
 Seniors living on the east Coast and their understanding the complexities of safely clearing the right
 of way with their cars before a High Speed train can be upon them.
 
3) The age and the structural condition of the Loxahatchee River Bridge.  If there is a PTC or
 mechanical problem, the closest T&S repair crew is located in Ft. Pierce over two hours away.
 
4) Any PTC mishap in the Jupiter/Tequesta area either with the Loxahatchee River Bridge or
 intersection will isolate large areas of the most populous area of Florida.  The only Hospital in the
 area will be isolated from emergency vehicles.
 
Regards,
Emanuele Giudice
236 Village Blvd. #1105
Tequesta, Fl. 33469

mailto:mannyrr@erols.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:mannyrr@erols.com
mailto:lighthouse1105@gmail.com


 
mannyrr@erols.com
 



From: John Sullivan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Florida NOT All Aboard
Subject: All Aboard Florida Draft EIS
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:24:11 AM

Gentlemen
The draft all aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement is inaccurate. It does
 not accurately reflect the conditions on the bridge spanning the St. Lucie River.
The delays during bridge closing are grossly understated. As a boater who frequently uses this
 passage. The actual delays will require that the bridge will be down approximately 70% of the
 time during daylight hours. I have advised the Coast Guard that this is contrary to their
 responsibility to see that the navigable waters are available for marine navigation.

The automobile intersection closed times are also grossly understated. The FRA is
 responsible to see that any loan is properly analyzed to see that it serves the public good. The
 All Aboard Florida proposal is not in the best interest of the public and I urge you to make no
 loans to this endeavor.

John Sullivan
Stuart, FL

mailto:jsully111@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com


From: Marylyn Greenough
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Draft Environment Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2014 8:36:31 AM

4 November 2014

 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20950
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
I am opposed to the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Project because it will reduce my
 quality of life.  This letter outlines my primary reasons.  

·         In my opinion, the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) provides a
 biased view of the potential effects of this project on my surroundings.  Had the
 study been commissioned by other than the leaders of AAF, I believe that the
 impacts would have been more representative of reality and required more
 thorough mitigation plans.

·         I believe that the ridership estimates for paying passengers is overstated for
 train traffic between South Florida and Orlando, Florida.  There are currently
 more economical and effective means of transportation between these two areas
 that can be used and they will become more competitive if the project is
 completed.  Therefore, the revenue projections are suspect.  That being the case, I
 ask that no Federal Funds be loaned or supplied in any form to this project
 because I do not want taxpayers to be put in a position of subsidizing this project
 in the future.

·         There is a railway bridge in Stuart, Florida that must be raised in order to
 allow east-west boat traffic along the St. Lucie River.  Additional train traffic
 (passenger as well as freight) means that the boat traffic will be stopped for
 longer periods of time.  This is injurious to our commercial and recreational
 interests .  AAF’s plan is to let this 100 year old bridge remain single tracked
 thereby creating the need for train staging areas.  Staging trains to the north and
 south of this river on multiple tracks slightly mitigates the impact somewhat, but
 causes problems with additional noise in the staging areas.  It means to me that
 the staging areas are like mini railway yards with constant commotion, activity,
 and noise.  The northern staging area is near population and the southern is near
 wildlife.  AAF’s solution does not mitigate the impacts.

mailto:mmgreenough8@aol.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
x-apple-data-detectors://9/
x-apple-data-detectors://9/


·         I live in Stuart, Florida.  We have a nice, quaint downtown area.  The AAF
 tracks run directly through one of the busiest areas of this downtown area called
 Confusion Corner.  Confusion Corner is aptly named due to the intersection of
 multiple roads in the downtown area and the resultant confusion it presents to
 drivers and pedestrians.  Adding trains (passenger and freight) will add
 significantly to this confusion especially when our population swells during the
 winter season.  This will make the downtown area less enjoyable to visit and
 could threaten the viability of businesses struggling to be profitable.  AAF should
 take its plan and move it west toward the center of Florida where tracks already
 exist and the population density is far less.  They are not planning passenger
 stations along the route from West Palm Beach to Orlando, so they would not be
 losing passengers using a western route.

·         The AAF tracks pass through some very densely populated areas as well as
 some wildlife protected areas in Martin County.  The corridors are not contained
 for the most part.  The speed of the AAF trains is proposed to approach 110 mph
 and this means that wildlife in the corridor and pedestrians crossing the corridor
 will have much higher levels of risk of injury than presented by freight trains
 travelling at 60 mph.  The AAF plan does  not completely mitigate this risk with
 complete containment.

·         Currently, I hear the freight trains passing within about 2 miles of my house
 at all times of the day and night.  The horns blare and the machinery creates a
 rumbling noise.  Thirty-two passenger trains daily travelling at speeds up to 110
 mph will undoubtedly increase the sound levels because the primary source of
 train noise is speed dependent.  Directional horns may help mitigate some of the
 noise to my ears, but what about the noises emanated by the machinery?  Noise
 and vibration technologies are not being employed effectively in my opinion.

·         AAF’s tracks run north and south in my area.  This effectively stops east
 and west vehicle and pedestrian travel when the trains are present.  A bigger issue
 is that emergency personnel are prevented from traveling east and west when the
 trains are present.  Emergency personnel will tell you that very often that
 ‘seconds count’ in most emergency situations.  Additional passenger (and freight)
 trains will logically impede their progress in reaching hospitals, fires, and other
 incidents.  Fast passenger trains can reduce crossing down times, but trains from
 staging areas that follow in each other’s footsteps will lead to increased delays at
 crossings.  AAF’s plan to schedule trains from staging areas will lead to
 increased delays at crossings.  This is not a solution that we should have to
 accept.
 

I suggest Florida East Coast work out a plan with CSX and use / add to CSX tracks since there



 will be less impact to the people on the east coast.  

Sincerely,

Marylyn M. Greenough

3710 SE Bowsprit Court
Stuart, Fl 34997



From: Micco Home Owners
To: john.winkle@dot.gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov;

 gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov; Thad Altman; john.tobia@myfloridahouse.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov;
 ritch.workman@myfloridahouse.gov; tom.goodson@myfloridahouse.gov; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us; Commissioner, D1; Commissioner, D2;
 Commissioner, D3; Commissioner, D4; Commissioner, D5; Whitten, Stockton E; Knox, Scott L; Chelle Woods; Joan Legue; Jan Black; Sue Olson;
 jcstargate@att.net; Henriette Daulton; Gloria Fleming; Dick Gee; Joanne Paganelli; Barbara Reisert; Wilma Weglein; Rita Poiet;
 atwellem@hotmail.com; Lee Newell; John Lochmandy

Subject: All Aboard Florida DRAFT Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:11:50 PM
Attachments: image.png
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DATE:  December 1, 2014 

 

TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com) 

 

FROM:  Micco Homeowner’s Association      Email address: miccohomeowners@gmail.com 

 

SUBJECT:  All Aboard Florida Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

______________________________________________________________________________

Micco Homeowner’s Association respectfully asks that you review our concerns about the glaring
 problems with dividing the All Aboard Florida passenger train project into Phase 1 and Phase 2.

 

Micco is a community of more than 9,000 residents living in unincorporated Brevard County and
 includes the neighborhoods of Barefoot Bay, Fleming Grant, Little Hollywood, Pelican Bay, River
 Grove, and Snug Harbor Lakes & Village.  We are bounded on the south by the St. Sebastian
 River, on the east by the Indian River Lagoon, and on the north and west by the Micco Scrub
 Conservation Area and St. Sebastian Buffer Preserve State Park.

 

Our community is within the six Florida counties that will be impacted should the Phase 2 All
 Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project advance from northern Palm Beach County through
 Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, Brevard and Orange counties. 

 

Major differences exist between the South Florida counties of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
 Beach and their northern neighbors.  For example, Orange County residents are not expected to
 be impacted by the AAF proposal at all, as it is planned to run parallel to the Beachline/SR 528
 Expressway directly to Orlando International Airport Intermodal Center. The property adjacent to
 the Beachline/SR 528 is largely unpopulated.
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DATE:  December 1, 2014 



TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com) 



FROM:  Micco Homeowner’s Association      Email address: miccohomeowners@gmail.com 



SUBJECT:  All Aboard Florida Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

______________________________________________________________________________

Micco Homeowner’s Association respectfully asks that you review our concerns about the glaring problems with dividing the All Aboard Florida passenger train project into Phase 1 and Phase 2.



Micco is a community of more than 9,000 residents living in unincorporated Brevard County and includes the neighborhoods of Barefoot Bay, Fleming Grant, Little Hollywood, Pelican Bay, River Grove, and Snug Harbor Lakes & Village.  We are bounded on the south by the St. Sebastian River, on the east by the Indian River Lagoon, and on the north and west by the Micco Scrub Conservation Area and St. Sebastian Buffer Preserve State Park.



Our community is within the six Florida counties that will be impacted should the Phase 2 All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project advance from northern Palm Beach County through Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, Brevard and Orange counties.  



Major differences exist between the South Florida counties of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach and their northern neighbors.  For example, Orange County residents are not expected to be impacted by the AAF proposal at all, as it is planned to run parallel to the Beachline/SR 528 Expressway directly to Orlando International Airport Intermodal Center. The property adjacent to the Beachline/SR 528 is largely unpopulated.



We are providing a brief summary comparing some of the differences between Phase 1 communities and the six counties represented in Phase 2 of the DEIS as follows:



· 7 million people live in Miami-Dade, Broward & Palm Beach counties. 



· About 1.2 million people reside the four Phase 2 counties of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard.   Only half of Brevard will be impacted by the AAF project from about Cocoa south.



· 1143 is the average person per square mile living in the three Phase 1 counties of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach.  



· 385 is the average person per square mile living in the four Phase 2 counties of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard.



· Land Use changes in the Phase 2 counties of Martin and Indian River have been enacted which limit building height and density not accomplished in Phase 1 counties.



· Significantly, only that portion of Brevard County south of Cocoa is impacted by the AAF project and subject to Phase 2 of FRA’s DEIS process. Yet, it is the northern portion of Brevard County that is being promised a benefit from the FEC Railway at Port Canaveral and a possible passenger station should the AAF project move forward.  



· AAF passenger trains will not run at high speeds in Phase 1 counties due to numerous road crossings however, only Phase 2 counties will see passenger trains traveling at speeds nearing 110 mph in populated areas and up to 125 mph along SR 528 to Orlando.  



We are asking that you address the following concerns with the All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement:



1. The DEIS fails to explain the reason the All Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed passenger train project was divided into two phases.



2. The DEIS fails to explain how Phase 1 could receive a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) without considering the entire length of the proposed project.



3. The DEIS lacks a comparative analysis of the differences between the urban South Florida counties of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach within Phase 1 of the project and the largely suburban and agricultural counties of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard Counties included in Phase 2.  



4. The DEIS is grossly in adequate and contains no meaningful analysis of the impacts of the project on a county by county or city by city basis.  



5. The DEIS bifurcates the AAF project into Phase 1 and Phase 2 creating an atmosphere of distrust, perceived political manipulation and general confusion allowing All Aboard Florida to pit communities against communities and bury issues. 



6. The DEIS consistently refers to the E-W corridor as if it might could be Phase 3.  Real people live along the N-S corridor in Phase 2. However, according to the AAF DEIS “There are no at-grade crossings proposed along the East-West Corridor and therefore no highway-rail grade crossing are modeled for Brevard and Orange Counties adjacent to SR 528.”  



7. The DEIS Phase 1 Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) perpetuates the impression the AAF project is fait accompli.  By separating South Florida counties into Phase 1, the remaining Phase 2 cities and counties are subject to extreme pressure by county leaders to their south and state leaders who support the project.  The project is viewed as inevitable by many which restricts public comments and influences officials to agree to “hand-shake” promises of a station “sometime in the future” and agree to concessions to ratify a false promise. 



8. The DEIS fails to provide an analysis on the impacts of both freight and high speed passenger services and whether the combined service will induce developmental changes to land use or zoning along the AAF route.  



Micco Homeowner’s Association is respectfully asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement and to direct All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal through a NEW DEIS PROCESS that considers the project as one complete rail corridor. 



Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak.



Sincerely,



Micco Homeowner’s Association

Miccohomeowners@gmail.com





Copy: Governor Scott, Senator Nelson, Senator Rubio, Congressman Posey, State Senator Gardiner, State Senator Altman, Representative Tobia, Representative Goodman Representative Workman, Speaker Crisafulli, FDOT Sect’y Prasad, Micco Homeowners Board of Directors, Brevard County Board of County Commissioner and County Manager
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We are providing a brief summary comparing some of the differences between Phase 1
 communities and the six counties represented in Phase 2 of the DEIS as follows: 

·         7 million people live in Miami-Dade, Broward & Palm Beach counties. 

·         About 1.2 million people reside the four Phase 2 counties of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River
 and Brevard.   Only half of Brevard will be impacted by the AAF project from about Cocoa
 south. 

·         1143 is the average person per square mile living in the three Phase 1 counties of Miami-
Dade, Broward and Palm Beach.  

·         385 is the average person per square mile living in the four Phase 2 counties of Martin, St.
 Lucie, Indian River and Brevard. 

·         Land Use changes in the Phase 2 counties of Martin and Indian River have been enacted
 which limit building height and density not accomplished in Phase 1 counties. 

·         Significantly, only that portion of Brevard County south of Cocoa is impacted by the AAF
 project and subject to Phase 2 of FRA’s DEIS process. Yet, it is the northern portion of Brevard
 County that is being promised a benefit from the FEC Railway at Port Canaveral and a possible
 passenger station should the AAF project move forward.  

·         AAF passenger trains will not run at high speeds in Phase 1 counties due to numerous
 road crossings however, only Phase 2 counties will see passenger trains traveling at speeds
 nearing 110 mph in populated areas and up to 125 mph along SR 528 to Orlando.  

We are asking that you address the following concerns with the All Aboard Florida Draft
 Environmental Impact Statement: 

1.    The DEIS fails to explain the reason the All Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed passenger
 train project was divided into two phases. 

2.    The DEIS fails to explain how Phase 1 could receive a Finding of No Significant Impact
 (FONSI) without considering the entire length of the proposed project. 

3.    The DEIS lacks a comparative analysis of the differences between the urban South
 Florida counties of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach within Phase 1 of the project and the
 largely suburban and agricultural counties of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard
 Counties included in Phase 2.   

4.    The DEIS is grossly in adequate and contains no meaningful analysis of the impacts of the
 project on a county by county or city by city basis.  

5.    The DEIS bifurcates the AAF project into Phase 1 and Phase 2 creating an atmosphere
 of distrust, perceived political manipulation and general confusion allowing All Aboard Florida to
 pit communities against communities and bury issues. 

6.    The DEIS consistently refers to the E-W corridor as if it might could be Phase 3.  Real
 people live along the N-S corridor in Phase 2. However, according to the AAF DEIS “There are
 no at-grade crossings proposed along the East-West Corridor and therefore no highway-rail
 grade crossing are modeled for Brevard and Orange Counties adjacent to SR 528.”  

7.    The DEIS Phase 1 Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) perpetuates the impression



 the AAF project is fait accompli.  By separating South Florida counties into Phase 1, the
 remaining Phase 2 cities and counties are subject to extreme pressure by county leaders to their
 south and state leaders who support the project.  The project is viewed as inevitable by many
 which restricts public comments and influences officials to agree to “hand-shake” promises of a
 station “sometime in the future” and agree to concessions to ratify a false promise. 

8.    The DEIS fails to provide an analysis on the impacts of both freight and high speed
 passenger services and whether the combined service will induce developmental changes to
 land use or zoning along the AAF route.  

Micco Homeowner’s Association is respectfully asking the Railroad Administration to reject the
 flawed Draft Environmental Statement and to direct All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence
 and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal through a NEW DEIS PROCESS that
 considers the project as one complete rail corridor. 

 

Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s
 called Amtrak.

 

Sincerely,

 

Micco Homeowner’s Association

Miccohomeowners@gmail.com

 

 

Copy: Governor Scott, Senator Nelson, Senator Rubio, Congressman Posey, State Senator
 Gardiner, State Senator Altman, Representative Tobia, Representative Goodman
 Representative Workman, Speaker Crisafulli, FDOT Sect’y Prasad, Micco Homeowners Board
 of Directors, Brevard County Board of County Commissioner and County Manager

Letter Attached
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From: RJKOMORA@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
Cc: Anthony.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov;

 James.Christian@dot.gov; Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov;
 John_Wrublik@fws.gov; Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov;
 BillNelson@senate.gov; Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov;
 GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:15:54 PM

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
I am a resident of Stuart, Florida, located in Martin County within the North-South Corridor 40
 miles north of West Palm Beach.  I attended a recent "open house" in Stuart where the Draft
 Environmental Impact Statement was posted.  I'm calling this an "open house" because there
 was no organized meeting and no opportunity for discussion with anyone who would take
 responsibility for the conclusions of the Statement. 
 
There was, however, an opportunity to talk with some of the consultants who created various
 segments of the Statement.  I spoke with two who prepared segments on environmental impact
 and the affect on traffic by increased/high-speed trains through Stuart and near-by
 communities. 
 
I'd like to suggest that their reports were incomplete and ill-considered.  Neither of the two
 consultants ever came into the community to verify the information they took from "printed
 materials."  I believe they live in Orlando and Tampa and had NO familiarity with the Treasure
 Coast.  One told me that he was restricted by "time and money" supplied by AAF leading him to
 depend on "printed material" as a source for his calculations/conclusions. 
 
Calculations based on a mile-long freight train clearing an intersection in one minute do not
 take into consideration the time required for guard rails to be lowered, traffic to stop, trains to
 clear, and the time it then takes for cars/trucks to move from a dead stop through the
 intersection.  The consultants, obviously, have never been stopped at the intersection of
 Monterey Road and A1A in Stuart to wait for a train to pass.  I'd suggest that it's more like a 5 - 10
 minute experience.  This is a main artery in Stuart used by emergency vehicles to access Martin
 Memorial Hospital!  Please understand that because the railroad runs through the center of
 Stuart, there are few roads that cross the railroad tracks, and those that do are the scene of
 major delays with the current load of freight trains.  More frequent but shorter and faster trains
 may require less time to clear an intersection, but the number will present similar problems.  And,
 that assumes that we are only talking about additional PASSENGER trains. 
 
Another concern is that it is assumed there will be no environmental impact from running trains
 through the Treasure Coast at speeds from 70 - 110 mph.  The trains will run through Jonathan
 Dickenson State Park with local wildlife and people camping.  I'm wondering how many
 campers will enjoy their "outdoor experience" as much when trains frequently come whipping
 through at high rates of speed.  Passenger car traffic in the park is limited to speeds of less than
 25 mph.
 
Does the Federal Railroad Administration also recommend running trains through the middle of
 Stuart at 70 - 110 mph?  Is this also considered a benefit for our community?  Stuart has tried very
 hard to continue to be a viable service and entertainment space for the surrounding
 communities.  I'm sure that people sitting at outdoor restaurants and concerts will enjoy the
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 VERY LARGE BREEZE AND DUST stirred up trains passing at very high rates of speed.  Please
 understand that AAF provides no benefit to the Treasure Coast while we incur more traffic
 problems (not fewer) as a result of AAF.
 
While I agree that railroad transportation would relieve some of the traffic on roads in the state.  I
 think that running high-speed trains through the center of small towns may benefit AAF but will
 destroy the economies of those towns.  There is an alternative that would impact far fewer
 Florida residents...the use of the CSX tracks that are farther west than the coastal communities. 
 Was a study done to determine the feasibility of using CSX tracks?
 
Rosalia Komora Kung
6300 SE Mariner Sands Drive
Stuart, FL 34997
 



From: Grant
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil
Subject: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:15:31 PM

 
 
Grant
 
From: elzer@gate.net
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 4:46 PM
To: elzer@gate.net
Subject: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard
 

What follows is an excellent summary of the facts prepared by the Guardians of Martin
 County, refuting the consultants misinformation, and pointing out the negative impacts of the
 “All Aboard Florida” proposal on Stuart and Martin County. This project is an embarrassment
 that needs to be stopped before we waste huge amounts of taxpayer money on an
 impractical and ill conceived project that benefits few and negatively impacts many.  
 
If anyone really believes we need a high speed link between Miami and Orlando then build it west of I95 in open
 land where it can be like all real high speed links – as straight as possible with no grade crossings. Has anyone ever
 visited Europe or China to see what a real high speed link looks like?
 
Grant Rawding
1950 SW Palm City Rd. 8-101
Stuart, FL 34994

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has
 promoted a safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life for
 Martin County residents for more than a decade, objects to the All Aboard
 Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently proposed and configured and
 submits comments with respect to the following categories evaluated in the
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): Communities and
 Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts), Economic
 Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health & Safety,
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 Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.
 
Introduction
 
Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor)
 identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40
 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263
 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.
 
Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and
 Orlando, Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a
 day traveling at high speed through our community (along with an additional
 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause economic harm and create safety,
 environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin County residents do
 not currently face.
 
The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the
 environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform
 decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would
 avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.” The
 Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve
 this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information
 that must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the
 public may fully evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.
 
Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts)
 
AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within
 Martin County.
 
Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of
 Communities and Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).
 
The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop.
 est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the
 DEIS report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10
 at grade crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an
 incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the
 City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.
 
Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which
 is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage
 Museum are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.
 
Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these
 issues in detail.
 



The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is
 glaringly absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin
 County, the City of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS
 evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious concerns about
 the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.
 
Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the
 project on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit
 elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that
 will enhance mobility and livability in their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)
 
Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there
 is not a single “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and
 handicapped individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance mobility and livability”
 in Martin County communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the
 project promises severe disruption to communities in which the elderly and
 handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.
 
Economic Conditions
 
Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the
 project creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses
 that rely on customers to cross the tracks for access.
 
Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business
 outlets are located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access
 across the tracks is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base
 of many of these small businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of
 Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority
 community of East Stuart.
 
Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be
 impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the
 DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound
 CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily
 created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and
 generate economic development and stability within the communities where
 they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts
 to Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused
 by AAF on the Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance
 and maintain CRA operations.
 
The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to
 temporary construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.



 
The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result
 from the project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small
 business owners and residents in the project area, especially those adjacent
 to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.
 
Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train
 traffic that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous
 conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.
 
Environmental Justice
 
The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income
 populations in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the
 negative impacts of the AAF project.
 
The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the
 FECR tracks.
 
The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-
American. East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A
 (Dixie Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely
 populated residential area from the commercial area, and it is common for
 residents – especially children – to walk or ride their bikes across the tracks
 several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized organizations within
 the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center, which
 provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located
 in the immediate vicinity of the project.
 
Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate,
 where public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys
 and Girls’ Club are located in close proximity to the project. These
 communities have a high level of minority residents and businesses who are
 disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly impact the
 more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.
 
Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of
 low-income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be
 encountered by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access
 emergency medical care.
 
Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin
 County (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted
 comments objecting to the project noting that emergency responders
 throughout Martin County already “face a unique burden from existing freight
 traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the community.



 
Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR
 tracks, the emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result
 in tragic consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted,
 even if delays caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the
 community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the difference between life and
 death.”
 
In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the
 railroad tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to
 these residents.
 
Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be
 further depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from
 increased train traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority
 communities located closest to the FECR tracks.
 
Navigation
 
Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative
 impacts to navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to
 adequately and accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin
 County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local governments, and boaters
 throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to navigation.
 
The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect
 to the number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge.
 Comments submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels
 passing through the bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more
 than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.
 
Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront
 properties that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks
 that require boaters to navigate through the bridge with longer and more
 frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.
 
Public Health & Safety
 
The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.
 
Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point,
 there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach
 the medical center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart
 and Martin County, which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire
 rescue services, project serious increases in emergency response times due
 to increased train traffic and crossing closures.
 



Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in
 the event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on
 Hutchinson Island just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are
 crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies or weather events
 that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more delays.
 
Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County,
 especially in low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with
 not only a higher number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed
 of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross
 the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will face significantly
 less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.
 
Threatened and Endangered Species
 
The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.
 
The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin
 County, which is the site of a number of resources which are not even
 mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP)
 has submitted comments identifying species which will likely be impacted,
 such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located within the
 right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).
 
The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat
 within the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay,
 gopher tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially
 likely to cross back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between
 scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.
 
Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as
 well as gopher tortoise on site.
 
More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe
 negative impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency
 vehicles, campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the
 park during closures.
 
The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these
 issues.
 
Wetlands and Water Resources
 
As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands
 and water resources resulting from the proposed project.
 
Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including
 potential impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is



 federally designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such
 concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates
 or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant
 ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within
 the right-of-way.
 
Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been
 quantified or addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these
 impacts without acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for all
 wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate evaluation of the
 project’s wetlands impacts.
 
Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which
 have been requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as
 Martin County and other governmental agencies.
 
It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other
 marine life will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in
 increased bridge closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate
 through the bridge.
 
Conclusion
 
The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative
 (DEIS Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts
 to Martin County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply
 rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such
 as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter into” a shared use
 agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the
 CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect
 impacts to wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as
 proposed. The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and
 subjective material that appears to have been deliberately skewed by the
 drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed project.
 
The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive
 Growth Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The
 DEIS inaccurately states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within
 Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 Growth Management Department.
 
Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the
 population and communities along the projected route.
 



Sincerely,
 
Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/


From: russ bissell
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida draft report
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:44:04 AM

The all aboard Florida draft report does not adequately study the effects of increased train
 traffic in the downtown Stuart area. This omission must be corrected and we need a total,
 unbiased and complete realistic study of the impacts the trains will have on the downtown
 Stuart area including the devastating effects of the railroad bridge closings to both Marine and
 surface traffic.
George Bissell, Stuart Fl
Sent from my iPad
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From: Thom Dettloff
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov
Cc: Florida NOT All Aboard
Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS Comments - damage to the chances for a viable very high speed passenger rail service
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 8:39:16 PM

Damage to chances for a viable high speed passenger rail
I am supporter of the development of a truly viable high speed rail service along
 both coasts of the USA.   This would be electric powered trains designed and
 operated in the range of 200 to 250 mph running on special rails that would be
 safely isolated (elevated mostly) from surface traffic and animals.    This would
 be a modest step up from the 50 year old technology of the Japanese
 Shinkansen.   Such speeds would place Miami within a single hour of Orlando on
 an express basis and only slightly more than that with a 2 or 3 stops.  "Local"
 service between the 2-3 express stops would provide service to all of South
 Florida to the Orlando area.  Obviously the existing Florida East Coast rail
 right-of-way is totally unsuitable for a super-Shinkansen type of service.  
If AAF is allowed to proceed with their current plan I think the passenger
 service will surly fail as it is much too slow.  What concerns me most with the
 current plan is that it will delay by a decade or more any real attempt to make
 truly high speed rail a reality.  
AAF should be required to analyze the viability of of a serious very high speed
 passenger rail service before any public loan money is committed.  

Thomas Dettloff
2650 SE Stonebriar Way
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: Melinda Meikle
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Melinda Meikle Emails
Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS Comments - Melinda Meikle, Vero Beach Florida
Date: Sunday, November 16, 2014 6:00:49 PM
Attachments: MY FINAL COMMENT TO FRA.doc

Nathan AirChime K5LA With Hearingi Protection.doc
Noise Source Chart Purdue Comparisons.htm
Noise Source Chart Purdue Comparisons.htm

Dear Mr. Winkle:

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opposition to All Aboard
Florida's proposed 32 high speed trains per day along the Treasure 
Coast, plus, freight -- we will no longer have a beautiful state attracting
revenue, business and residents with big industries of:
tourism, real estate, retirement and recreation.

Governor Scott has worked so hard to improve our state, pay down
our debt, lower our taxes and increase tourism ... unfortunately,
this massive train effort, that has been unsuccessful everywhere
else ... will destroy his great work!   He is a big believer in NOT
putting burdens on taxpayers and making this the best state possiblle!

If All Aboard Florida gets their way ... none of this will remain 
vital and attractive ... we are already hearing of many who are
changing their real estate purchase objectives, or, would possibly
move if these trains assault our beautiful Treasure Coast.

If these people believe in this train ... why not move westward
along the less-populated Turnpike and everyone would be happy!
They don't own the Right-of-Way by our town and they have
misrepresented themselves in so many areas ... I can't count.

As per the train capacity they have given us (10 trains 400 riders each) ... 
the ramp-up ridership in 2019 will be 1.5 million - just 3.25% of
seating capacity ... this already shows huge operational loss and,
without accurate ticket prices, probably would be a huge sales loss.

I am attaching my four-page Comment letter regarding the Draft 
Environmental Impact Study specifying three areas:   Ridership/
Revenue, Noise and Liabilities.  

The entire coast is against this train and we hope we finally receive
a fair hearing ... unlike the EIS that was sadly confusing and
deficient.

Sincerely,

Melinda Meikle
Ssun22@att.net
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Federal Railway Administration
Draft Environmental Impact Study:  All Aboard Florida 

Public Comment:
Melinda Meikle, 1612 West Camino del Rio, Vero Beach, Florida


772-492-6754 . Ssun22@att.net


Registered Mail Comments To:
John Winkle % Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, Room W38-31
Washington DC 20590


Email:  AAF_comments@vhb.com


All Aboard Florida virtually ignores the mounting opposition for HSR on Florida’s Treasure Coast and when recommendations are made for them to move westward their excuse is they own the ROW on the Treasure Coast even though they currently they do not, as Vero Beach City Council has denied their ROW transfer request.  All Aboard Florida should pay attention to better alternatives as the CSX Turnpike route is 30 miles shorter, less populated and poses less liability for AAF.  


FRA should notice the current $68 billion ticket for California High Speed Rail that is currently on hold due to a Judge invalidating their business plan and rejecting their ability to raise bonds.  Plus, the  International Energy Agency affirms that emissions in America are down to 1992 levels and California Air Resources Board warns that High Speed Rail will make the environment worse with trains blasting through our peaceful hometown communities: creating pollution, congestion, adding to higher density, enormous construction and funding costs while inflicting untold stress on overburdened economies!”

How can AAF succeed when comparing their goal of 3 million ridership to the busy New York Acela’s real ridership of 3.2 million (75% of all US ridership).  As the EIS defines their “3 year ramp up expectations” to 1.5 million by the year 2019 and even only 3.25% of the seats will be filled when compared to the trains they say they have purchased.  (10 trains 400 seats) This is a failed plan rushing towards a doomed financial fiasco that will be funded with taxpayers checkbooks!

AAF has introduced their project to us as a business that sprung up due to the Panama Canal Expansion.  This clearly means freight, not passenger!  Kim Delaney, AAF representative, personally confirmed to me they will be adding both short and long haul freight without numbers or frequency.  


Only this week, November 6, 2014 FEC long haul freight tied up traffic from Sebastian to Vero for at least 35 minutes at a peek time creating major congestion contrary to their goal of less congestion!


Mr. Winkle, we beg your serious attention to our voices as the EIS is flawed and shows AAF to be a “disaster waiting to happen!”  Their goal of $2.25 billion financing is only the tip of the iceberg as rail cost overruns are as much as 50% to 100%.   These people are either incompetent or telling lies! 


Please consider the following three points of my personal concern from the EIS:  Ridership and Revenue Study, Noise and Vibrations and Financial Liabilities.

RIDERSHIP AND REVENUE STUDY:  See Ridership Revenue Summary EIS Pages 3- 4


Page 3 explains why “Base Case” scenario is the current and conservative analysis to use when calculating ridership forecasting to 2019.  Page Four Table 1:  shows why using “Long Distance” (Orlando/Miami) numbers is also correct for ridership numbers to a total of 1,526,300 Million Ridership at the end of the “ramp up” time 2019.  It is unclear if they can stay in business those three years.


  
All Aboard Florida presentations have been based on already purchased trains as follows:

10 trains X 400 passengers x 32 times per day = 128,000 day x 365 days =  47 Million Annual Ridership 

AAF is asking us to take their business model seriously? Their stated train purchases to accommodate 47 million passengers divided by the EIS 1,526,300 ridership “ramp up” to 2019 will succeed with only 3.25% ridership!  This is a 96.75% shortfall with huge operational losses! 


TICKET PRICES:  Many have asked for ticket prices multiple times from Mr. Roberts and Mr. Reininger of AAF and even in the EIS ticket prices are unclear.  At one point, AAF sued to have their Ridership/Ticket Price numbers hidden, giving the impression they are unaware of financial feasibility.

A ticket from New York to DC is anywhere from $130 to $420 per one-way ticket.  Will a family of four from Disney to Miami pay $1,040 (RT) or make the less expensive choice of the leisurely car option?


EIS PROMISES TRIP TIME SAVINGS OF 25-50% (Ridership/Revenue Study Summary Page 2)


False and Impossible!  AAF states “No Comparable Service, AAF can provide travel time savings of 25% to 50% when compared to existing surface modes (auto, bus, rail) “ AAF has REPEATEDLY compared High Speed Rail from Orlando/Miami in 3 hours to a car trip of 3 ½ Hours.  ½ Hour Savings!


Their marketing story has changed in the above EIS 2 by lengthening the trip time on I-95 time to 4 hours 15 minutes and Turnpike to 3 Hours 50 minutes.  To be fair, to use this rationale, they must add the time To-and-From the HSR station to final destination TO THE 3 HOUR HIGH SPEED TIME!

It’s serious when AAF plays with their numbers to present a “positive marketing story” and not the truth and 25-50% Time Savings is a total stretch along with 3.25% ridership projections to 2019!  


AAF is relying on 75% tourism for their passenger rail financial success but fail to offer a valid reason why these “phantom” passengers will decide against a leisurely inexpensive car trip to choose an inconvenient and costly AAF High Speed Rail trip - tourists seek touring instead!  No brainer! 

TRAIN HORNS/NOISE: 

HIGH SPEED TRAIN REGULATIONS REQUIRE 96-110 DECIBELS FOR ALL TRAINS AND REQUIRE HEAD GEAR -- PERMANENT HEARING DAMAGE IF NOT USED PROPERLY


Micro Precision LLC, Owner of Nathan Airhorn KSLA-AIR HORNS told me that Nathan AirChime K5LA Train Horn will be used for Florida High Speed Rail and they are a long-time supplier of train horns in America and approved by FRA standards which are horn blast at 96-110 decibels for residential, commercial and industrial.  Their disclaimers are attached to all horns and demand
HEARING PROTECTION REQUIRED (see attached horn disclaimer).

Nathan Airhorn Disclaimer Warnings that accompany all horns warn: 

- Train horns must be used at a distance of 100 feet to avoid damage.

- Proper hearing protection must be worn when using this Airhorn or permanent damage may result.

- Never operate this produce close to pedestrians or others


However, the Environmental Impact Statement admits to severe hearing impact as follows:


“Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences, Pages 4-4 and 4-5, Table 4 For Indian River County.  “Category 2 Moderate Impact at 600 feet and Severe Impact at 75 feet.”   


Note:  The required 110 decibels is 16 times louder than the average pain threshold.  Noise Issues will create huge liabilities for All Aboard Florida


Vero Beach Florida Code Enforcement Code:  Section 38-61:   “It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, or cause to be made or continued in excess, unnecessary or unreasonably loud noise which disturbs the peace or quiet of any neighborhood or which causes discomfort or annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitivity.” 


All Aboard Florida Route:  353 crossings x 32 crossings day = 11,296 x 4 blasts = 45, 184 blasts daily 
Vero Beach has 31 crossings x 32 times a day = 992 blasts x 4  = 4,000 Blasts Daily


Refer to Noise Source Authorities and Their Effects:  

https://www.chem.purdue/edu.chemsafety/Training/PPETtrain/dblevels.htm

Experts Verify  That Train Horns Will Cause Hearing Loss and Against Vero Beach Codes



LIABILITIES:  
TAXPAYERS RECOMMEND AAF MOVE WESTWARD TO LESS POPULATED AREA THAT WOULD HAVE LESS LIABILITY AND RAILROADS ROUTINELY SHARE TRACKS!

According to Progressive Railroading  CSX Transportation Article … “Operating more of its trains on the CSX corridor, FEC could bypass the more dense areas of its corridor … the regional railroad also could use the western corridor to reach customers in Orlando … says FEC's Ledoux.  
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/csx_transportation/article/South-Florida-rail-upgrades-to-provide-more-freight-transit-travel-options--39706

FINANCING:  LACK OF HIGH SPEED RAIL FUNDING ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Michael Kenney ruled against California HSR due to the original ballot provisions that financing and environmental clearances must be in hand before construction.   Plus, unending problems with imminent domain, inability to adequately show sources of financing to complete the project, law suits over misuse of taxpayer cap & trade funds and a rising expense that will exceed the current $68 billion price tag and the judicial rejection against the state to sell bonds.

Numbers do Count!   O’Toole of the Cato Institute in his article: “Defining Success, The Case Against Rail Transit,” outlines what All Aboard Florida could have in store for their bottom line! The Miami-West Palm 1989-debacle cost the SE Florida Regional Transportation Authority (Tri-Rail) $53 million, with a $9 million return and $1 Billion capital improvement for double tracking of 71 miles, was projected to create 30,000 new riders and, in 2008, resulted in a meager 13,000 new riders. Pretty steep fare at $76,923 per new customer and failure still looms with Tri-Rail’s $30 million deficit!


ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PARENT COMPANY:  FORTRESS IN NEW YORK CITY
Since 2007 the value of Fortress headge fund has declined $61 BILLION and according to a November 1, 2014 article indicates it wants to go private, does not inspire confidence for funding and transparency.   



TRUSTWORTHINESS:  ALL ABOARD FLORDA/FLORIDA EAST COAST
All Aboard Florida claims the Panama Canal Expansion as their reason for business which is surprising as they claim they are SOLELY a “first time ever” passenger rail service seeking 75% tourism.   Panama Canal will generate all freight traffic.   When questioned Kim Delaney, The AAF representative, told me personally they’re planning on more freight, including long haul, recently experienced from Sebastian to Vero for at least 30 minutes.   These implications are staggering and these people unbelievable!

National builders in our town now say that possible buyers of properties specifically request to be on the side of the tracks with the hospital!   How much of a loss has this generated to date – millions!  



		Call Toll Free: 1-877-209-8179
International +1-813-783-8058 - ¡Se habla español! 
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Noise Sources
and Their Effects




  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  		Noise Source		Decibel

    Level		comment

		Jet take-off (at 25 meters)		150		Eardrum rupture

		Aircraft carrier deck		140		 

		Military jet aircraft take-off from
    aircraft carrier with afterburner at 50 ft (130 dB).		130		 

		Thunderclap, chain saw.  Oxygen torch
    (121 dB). 		120		Painful.  32 times as loud as 70 dB.  

		Steel mill, auto horn at 1 meter.  
    Turbo-fan aircraft at takeoff power at 200 ft (118 dB).  Riveting machine (110 dB);
    live rock music (108 - 114 dB).		110		 Average human pain
    threshold.  16 times as loud as 70 dB. 

		Jet take-off (at 305 meters), use of
    outboard motor, power lawn mower, motorcycle, farm tractor, jackhammer, garbage truck.
      Boeing 707 or DC-8 aircraft at one nautical mile (6080 ft) before landing (106 dB);
    jet flyover at 1000 feet (103 dB); Bell J-2A helicopter at 100 ft (100 dB).		100		8 times as loud as 70 dB.  Serious damage
    possible in 8 hr exposure

		Boeing 737 or DC-9 aircraft at one
    nautical mile (6080 ft) before landing (97 dB); power mower (96 dB); motorcycle at 25 ft
    (90 dB).  Newspaper press (97 dB).		90

		4 times as loud as 70 dB.  Likely damage 8 hr
    exp

		Garbage disposal, dishwasher, average
    factory, freight train (at 15 meters).  Car wash at 20 ft (89 dB); propeller plane
    flyover at 1000 ft (88 dB); diesel truck 40 mph at 50 ft (84 dB); diesel train at 45 mph
    at 100 ft (83 dB).  Food blender (88 dB); milling machine (85 dB); garbage disposal
    (80 dB).		80		2 times as loud as 70 dB.  Possible damage
      in 8 h exposure.

		Passenger car at 65 mph
    at 25 ft (77 dB); freeway at 50 ft from pavement edge 10 a.m. (76 dB).  Living room
    music (76 dB); radio or TV-audio, vacuum cleaner (70 dB).		70		Arbitrary base of
    comparison.  Upper 70s are annoyingly loud to some people.

		Conversation in restaurant, office,
    background music, Air conditioning unit at 100 ft		60		Half as loud as 70 dB.  Fairly quiet

		Quiet suburb, conversation at home.  
    Large electrical transformers at 100 ft		50		One-fourth as loud as 70 dB. 

		Library, bird calls (44 dB); lowest limit
    of urban ambient sound		40		One-eighth as loud as 70 dB.  

		Quiet rural area		30		One-sixteenth as loud as 70 dB.  Very Quiet

		Whisper, rustling leaves		20		 

		Breathing		10		Barely audible

		

    





		[modified from http://www.wenet.net/~hpb/dblevels.html]
    on 2/2000.  SOURCES: Temple University Department of Civil/Environmental Engineering
    (www.temple.edu/departments/CETP/environ10.html), and Federal Agency Review of Selected
    Airport Noise Analysis Issues, Federal Interagency Committee on Noise (August 1992).
    Source of the information is attributed to Outdoor Noise and the Metropolitan
    Environment, M.C. Branch et al., Department of City Planning, City of Los Angeles,
    1970.
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From: Thom Dettloff
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov
Cc: Florida NOT All Aboard
Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS Comments - need for pedestrian, bicycle and emergency evacuation facilities not addressed
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:29:48 AM

Paved trail along side the rail (Rail with Trail)

The DEIS did not address the needed bicycle and pedestrian paved trail facility that has
 been suggested for the rail corridor from Ft. Pierce to Hobe Sound.  Such a facility could
 provide a much needed bicycle and pedestrian facility as well as providing both
 maintenance and emergency evacuation route for the rail operations.  I support the Rails-
to-Trails Conservancy document on this topic as found at:
 http://support.railstotrails.org/site/DocServer/AAF_RWT_Fact_Sheet_The_Basics.pdf?
docID=1781

Please address this in the next version of the Environmental Impact Statement as there
 is a need for something good to come from what is now all bad for the Treasure Coast
 region.  

Thomas Dettloff
2650 SE Stonebriar Way
Stuart, FL 34997

mailto:thomdett@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
http://support.railstotrails.org/site/DocServer/AAF_RWT_Fact_Sheet_The_Basics.pdf?docID=1781
http://support.railstotrails.org/site/DocServer/AAF_RWT_Fact_Sheet_The_Basics.pdf?docID=1781


From: Julie Zahniser
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS Comments
Date: Friday, October 3, 2014 12:13:22 PM

I am writing to share my opposition to the proposed All Aboard Florida trains.    We live next
 to the track in St Lucie County and we deal with the train noise and vibrations and the
 inconvenience of traffic delays daily.   But the proposal would bring us to over 60 trains a
 day.   This would increase the nuisance to intolerable levels, deteriorating our quality of life
 and our investment in our home.   The train will similarly impact millions of other people all
 along Florida's east coast.

We would not be against the passenger trains by themselves if the freight trains were required
 to use other tracks such as the CSX tracks to the west.   It is the additional amount of trains
 that is most problematic, not the passenger nature of the trains.   But adding 32 more
 passenger trains per day as well as more freight trains will destroy the peace and life quality
 of the people who live here.

Table 1-7 of the FONSI showing the FEC Railroad Crossing Delay Estimates has incorrect
 data. This is the same table located in the EA on page 145. According to All Aboard Florida,
 there will be 32 passenger trains a day from 6 AM to 9 PM. There will be 16 that travel north
 and 16 that travel south. The 2015 opening year condition shows crossings per day as 12,
 when in fact, it will be 32 increasing the delay per day to 27.7 minutes. This increases the
 total time for freight and passenger trains to 84.4 minutes of delay. Under the maximum
 crossings per hour the chart shows one and it should be two. There will be a passenger train
 going north as well as south each hour. This increases the maximum delay per hour to 1.7
 minutes. This increases the total time for freight and passenger trains to 5.8 minutes per hour.

It is hard to fathom that our government would allow a private company to harm the public in
 this way.

Julie Zahniser
Fort Pierce, FL
Zahniser@bellsouth.net

Sent from my iPad

mailto:juliezahniser@icloud.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
x-apple-data-detectors://14/
mailto:Zahniser@bellsouth.net


From: realsquack
To: Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil;

 David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov;
 Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov; John_Wrublik@fws.gov;
 Charles_Kelso@fws.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:14:13 PM
Attachments: Jackie Trancynger EIS.docx

We need more information from you.  But in any case we oppose ALL
 ABOARD FLORIDA.
Jackie Trancynger
1993 NE Acapulco drive
Jensen Beach FL 34957

mailto:realsquack@aol.com
mailto:Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:John.Winkle@dot.gov
mailto:Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil
mailto:David.Keys@noaa.gov
mailto:Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil
mailto:Allan.Nagy@faa.gov
mailto:James.Christian@dot.gov
mailto:Benito.Cunill@dot.gov
mailto:Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov
mailto:Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov
mailto:John_Wrublik@fws.gov
mailto:Charles_Kelso@fws.gov

Jackie Trancynger

1933 NE Acapulco Drive

Jensen Beach, Florida 34957



December 3, 2014



Your Environmental Impact Statement for All Aboard is a totally useless document and unacceptable to me and my neighbors in Martin County.

Consultants usually tell their employers what they want to hear.  Not only did they do that, but they did not even consider a myriad of information.  There are too many questions that have NOT been answered and data that was certainly not provided.



I will not go over all of these.  On 11/17/2014, Martin County sent you a list of 25 pieces of additional information needed.  Please read numbers 23, 24, and 25 very carefully.  They also sent you a summary of  13 recommendations for Public Benefit or Mitigation Measures to Offset Impacts, please read this as well.



It is my opinion that whatever your were charged by your consultant “you wuz robbed”, it was a terrible, sloppy, job that they did for you.  It makes me wonder if they ever traveled to the site of your proposal, and do they even know what your proposal really is about.  And I remind you, we know it has nothing to do with passenger rail…..follow the money and it leads you to FREIGHT PROFITS, FREIGHT PROFITS, FREIGHT PROFITS.  We are very intelligent here in Martin County and we can read, study and understand the issues.



In closing, I want to tell you that my husband who died in 2009, would have been dead 7 years earlier in 2002 if your abominable trains had been going through this area.  We live to the west of the Hospital and MUST cross tracks in order to get to the emergency room…the minute he arrived, he had a cardiac arrest and had to be “paddled” back to life.  He would have died in the passenger seat of my car waiting for your disgusting trains to meander  through our community.



Yours truly,



Jackie Trancynger

[bookmark: _GoBack]







From: jtw1228
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: william_g_miller@fws.gov; jtw1228@bellsouth.net; SHeard@martin.fl.us; MTPJWP@aol.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida EIS
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:37:17 PM

John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I am contacting you to let the Federal Railroad Administration know that if the proposed track
 straightening at S.E. Water Street in Hobe Sound, Florida is allowed to happen, it will destroy
 a Native American mound that is at the north end of the Hobe Sound National Wildlife
 Refuge. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service classifies this as a midden mound, but it may very
 well be a sacred burial mound. An archeological survey must be performed to determine
 which one it is. If it is determined to be a burial mound, the Seminole Tribe of Florida must
 be brought in for a proper ceremony.

Sincerely,
Jeff Wittmann
P.O. Box 8271
Hobe Sound, FL 33475

mailto:jtw1228@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:william_g_miller@fws.gov
mailto:jtw1228@bellsouth.net
mailto:SHeard@martin.fl.us
mailto:MTPJWP@aol.com


From: Freese, Richard A AR
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: tickndeb@comcast.net
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:01:40 PM

Dear AAF,
 
Please mitigate the impact of your additional train operations across the St Lucie River in Stuart
 Florida by significantly reducing the time the bridge span is in the down position limiting boating
 traffic before and after the train crossing. Your current train operations have excessive bridge
 closure times, especially before the train arrives. I have personally waited in excess of 30 minutes
 between the bridge closing and the train arrival. The statements in the report that the bridge is
 closed the minimum amount is not founded in truth. Please revise your current operation of this
 bridge as well as future operations with AAF.
 
Thank You,
Rick Freese
728 SW Saint Lucie Crescent
Stuart, Florida
 

mailto:Richard.Freese@rocket.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:tickndeb@comcast.net


From: Ron Johnson AIA
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Ron Johnson AIA
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement Review
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 9:55:40 AM
Attachments: AAF Environmental Impact Statement Response By AIIATC 141020 PDF.pdf

Dear Sir,
 
The Board of Directors of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Treasure Coast
 has completed a review of the All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement.
 Please find the ten page review attached.
 
The membership of the AIA Treasure Coast includes the architects in the Treasure
 Coast (Martin County, St. Lucie County, and Indian River County). The Treasure
 Coast Counties are located between Palm Beach County (Gold Coast) on the south
 and Brevard County (Space Coast) on the north. The Treasure Coast has 90 miles of
 coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. In addition to the ocean to the east, there are
 several barrier islands and the Indian River Lagoon which runs north from the
 Treasure Coast though Space Coast. The Indian River Lagoon is North America’s
 most diverse estuary with more than 4,300 species of plants (2,100) and animals
 (2,200), including 35 that are listed as endangered — more than any other estuary in
 North America. In the Treasure Coast there is also a high percentage of lands that
 been preserved in their natural state for future generations to enjoy. Most
 importantly, people are attracted to the Treasure Coast because of the peaceful
 small town character throughout the Treasure Coast. Many communities in the
 Treasure Coast were created before the Flagler Railroad came through. Those
 communities are still vibrant small towns today with many downtown community
 activities, events, leisure activities (fine dining etc.) and prosperous businesses.
 
We find the proposed All Aboard Florida High Speed Rail to be a major threat to the
 existing Character and Quality of Life in the communities on the Treasure Coast.
 There is no way to justify the damage that the proposed All Aboard Florida High
 Speed Rail will do to the Quality of Life in the Treasure Coast.
 
We find the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to be
 severely deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a complete
 document addressing how AAF will affect the unique Character and Quality of Life on
 the Treasure Coast and addressing all of the issues effecting the people and
 businesses of Treasure Coast. Our attached ten page Review Comments include
 Four Major Issues followed by a detailed discussion of each major Issue.
 
The Major Issues include:
All Alternatives for High Speed Rail Must be Analyzed
The Effect on the People of the Treasure Coast Must Be Addressed
The Relationship with a National High Speed Rail Must Be Addressed
The Benefits for the Citizens of the Treasure Coast Must Be Stated
 

mailto:ronjohnsonaia@att.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:ronjohnsonaia@att.net
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20 October 2014  
 
Mr. John Winkle 
Federal Railroad Administration 
Room W38-31 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environment Impact Review Statement 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The Board of Directors of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Treasure Coast has 
completed a review of the All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement. Please 
find the ten page review attached. 
 
The membership of the AIA Treasure Coast includes the architects in the Treasure 
Coast (Martin County, St. Lucie County, and Indian River County). The Treasure Coast 
Counties are located between Palm Beach County (Gold Coast) on the south and 
Brevard County (Space Coast) on the north. The Treasure Coast has 90 miles of 
coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. In addition to the ocean to the east, there are 
several barrier islands and the Indian River Lagoon which runs north from the Treasure 
Coast though Space Coast. The Indian River Lagoon is North America’s most diverse 
estuary with more than 4,300 species of plants (2,100) and animals (2,200), including 
35 that are listed as endangered — more than any other estuary in North America. In 
the Treasure Coast there is also a high percentage of lands that been preserved in their 
natural state for future generations to enjoy. Most importantly, people are attracted to 
the Treasure Coast because of the peaceful small town character throughout the 
Treasure Coast. Many communities in the Treasure Coast were created before the 
Flagler Railroad came through. Those communities are still vibrant small towns today 
with many downtown community activities, events, leisure activities (fine dining etc.) and 
prosperous businesses.  
 
We find the proposed All Aboard Florida High Speed Rail to be a major threat to the 
existing character and Quality of Life in the communities on the Treasure Coast. There 
is no way to justify the damage that the proposed All Aboard Florida High Speed Rail 
will do to the Quality of Life in the Treasure Coast.  
 
We find the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to be 


severely deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a complete 


document addressing how AAF will affect the unique Character and Quality of Life on 


the Treasure Coast and addressing all of the issues effecting the people and 


businesses of Treasure Coast. Our attached ten page Review Comments include Four 


Major Issues followed by a detailed discussion of each major Issue. 
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The Major Issues include: 


All Alternatives for High Speed Rail Must be Analyzed 


The Effect on the People of the Treasure Coast Must Be Addressed 


The Relationship with a National High Speed Rail Must Be Addressed 


The Benefits for the Citizens of the Treasure Coast Must Be Stated 


Bottom Line:  


The All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is severely 


deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a complete all 


inclusive document which addresses the major issues and concerns of the 


people and businesses of the Treasure Coast.  


A more complete all inclusive analysis will reveal at least one alternative which 


will provide faster (220 MPH) and safer (100% Grade Separation) High Speed Rail 


from Orlando to Miami and which causes no damage to the Economy in the 


Treasure Coast and no damage to Quality of Life in the Treasure Coast. 


All of the issues cited in our attached review should be specifically addressed 


point by point. 


I invite you to travel to Florida to make a visit to the Treasure Coast. I would be happy to 
provide you a personal tour.  
 
Please feel to contact me at 305 667 2009. I would be available to meet with you at any 
time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Thomas T. Cooper AIA 
Executive Director 
American Institute of Architects Treasure Coast 
 
Copy to: 
Representative Patrick Murphy 
Columnist Richard Campbell, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers 
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All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement 


Review Comments by AIA Treasure Coast  
 


The All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 


severely deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a 


viable document. Review comments list Four Major Issues followed by a 


detailed discussion of each major Issue. 


Major Issues 


1. All Alternatives for High Speed Rail Must be Analyzed 


The AAF EIS must not reject alternatives due to “AAF’s Specified 


Determining Factors”. Paragraph 3.2.2.1 lists “Time of Execution” and 


“Delay Initiating Revenue Service” as Screening Factors and thereby 


eliminating the Florida Turnpike Alternative from evaluation. 


2. Effect on the People of the Treasure Coast Must Be Addressed 


The AAF EIS must address the effect of All Aboard Florida has on the 


people and businesses on the Treasure Coast. Community impact must be 


included in the EIS Analysis. People and businesses are part of the 


Environment on the Treasure Coast. People are as important as animals, 


birds and fish in the EIS Analysis. 


3. Relationship with a National High Speed Rail Must Be Addressed 


The AAF EIS must address how it relates to a National High Speed Rail 


(220 MPH) from Boston assuming the Boston to Miami High Speed Rail will 


have major express stops in New York City, Washington D.C., Charlotte, 


NC, Atlanta, Orlando and Miami.  


4. Benefits for the Citizens of the Treasure Coast Must Be Stated 


Since a very large amount of Federal monetary support is required, the 


AAF project must be considered a National project – not a local private 


business project. The AAF EIS must address how the AAF Project benefits 


all of the citizens of the United States and particularly the citizens of the 


Treasure Coast. Who benefits most from this project? 


Detailed comments on each of the Major Issues follow below: 
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1. All Alternatives For High Speed Rail Must be Analyzed 


The AAF EIS has been written as a sales tool to promote the financial plan 


AAF thinks best for their interests. The EIS should be as a mechanism to 


study and evaluate the environmental impact of different alternatives on the 


communities that host the tracks of AAF. The AAF EIS must not reject 


alternatives due to “AAF’s Specified Determining Factors”. Paragraph 


3.2.2.1, which lists; “Time of Execution” and “Delay Initiating Revenue 


Service” as Screening Factors and thereby eliminating the Florida Turnpike 


Alternative from evaluation.  


The time to achieve the best solution for providing High Speed Rail Service 


from Orlando to Miami may take longer than the AAF Solution. However, 


we are not aware of any deadline requirements being imposed by any one 


or any organization for completion of High Speed Rail Service from Orlando 


to Miami. Often it turns out the best solution to any problem requires more 


time for a well thought out solution than taking short cuts to a lesser 


solution. It would be inappropriate to commit funding support for any 


proposed project that wasn’t thoroughly evaluated against all other possible 


alternatives. The chart below shows a very simple evaluation of the Florida 


Turnpike Alignment Alternative compared the AAF Alternative.  


COMPARISON BETWEEN TURNPIKE ALIGNMENT 
AND AAF/FLAGLER ALIGNMENT     


Evaluation Factor 
Turnpike 


Alignment AAF Alternative 


      


Quality of Life In the Treasure Coast Communities No Impact High Negative Impacts 


Loss of Property Values in Treasure  Coast No Impact 20% Loss in Property Values 


Business Survivability on Treasure  Coast No Impact High Potential Impact 


Safety at On Grade Crossings No Impact Many  Accidents Each Year 


Vehicle Delays at On Grade Crossings No Impact 32 More Crossings Each Day 


Major Boater Delays at St Lucie River Train Bridge No Impact 32 More Crossings Each Day 


100% Grade Separation (Vehicles never meet trains) Yes No 


Distance from Orlando  Airport to Miami Airport 235 Miles 265 Miles 


Train Speed 220 Miles / Hour 110 Miles per Hour  


Time of trip from Orlando Airport to Miami Airport 1 Hour 30 Min 3 Hours 


Cost of HSR Trains Equal Equal 


Cost of HSR Track Construction Higher Cheaper 


Time to Initiating Revenue Service (If Needed) More Less 


 







Page 5 of 12 
 


A review of the above comparison chart indicates that the benefits to the 


communities of the Treasure Coast that are received from the Florida 


Turnpike Alignment more than outweigh the financial benefits that are 


received from the AAF / Flagler Alignment.  


(Continues next Page) 
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2. Effect on the People and Businesses Must Be Stated 


The AAF EIS must address the effect of All Aboard Florida on the people 


and businesses on the Treasure Coast. People and businesses are part of 


the Environment on the Treasure Coast. People and businesses are as 


important as animals, birds and fish. 


Destruction of the Small Town Character / Quality of Life 


The Treasure Coast consists of several small towns. The Flagler Railroad 
goes through the heart of most of these towns and cuts the downtowns in 
two. The proposed AAF / Flagler Alignment with 32 additional trains per 
day (passing through the Treasure Coast 7:30 AM to 7:30 PM) means that 
approximately 2.3 trains will be passing through the Treasure Coast per 
hour or one train every 26 minutes.  
 
Today, small walkable towns like Stuart, Jensen Beach, Vero Beach, and  
Fort Pierce have very desirable downtowns where people go just for fun: to 
walk around, to enjoy the  waterfront, to eat outside at a fine restaurant, to 
enjoy art shows in the streets, farmers markets, “dancing in the streets” and 
other special community activities. These activities will all be ruined by 
noise and vibration from AAF trains traveling through the center of the 
downtowns every 23 minutes. Due to this damage to the small town 
character, eventually people will stop coming downtown for these activities 
and the businesses will suffer losses and eventually go out of business. 
People will lose an excellent quality of life and the businesses will suffer. 
 
Florida Turnpike Alignment for the Orlando to Miami High Speed Rail will 
maintain the small town character and quality of life of Treasure Coast 
business areas. 
 
Vehicle Traffic Delays  
 
32 additional train crossings per day multiplied by the number of individual 
crossing points in the Treasure Coast creates thousands of unnecessary 
traffic delays across the Treasure Coast daily. The total time delays across 
the Treasure Coast will be very expensive for businesses and residents. 
Many residents will have to cross the tracks two times to get to their 
destinations and two times to return.   
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Because the 32 additional trains cause thousands of delayed crossings 
across the Treasure Coast, there is a good possibility that some 
Emergency Vehicles will be delayed each day across the Treasure Coast. 
These delays could cause loss of life.  
 
The Florida Turnpike Alignment will not create on-grade traffic delays in the 
Treasure Coast downtowns and at other major Treasure Coast train 
crossings. 
 
Boating Traffic Delays 
 
Stuart is located almost exactly half way between Orlando and Miami. 


There will be 32 additional crossings on the train bridge crossing the St. 


Lucie River in Stuart.  


If the All Aboard Florida train service begins at 6AM and ends at 9PM at 


both Orlando and Miami, that means there will be 32 crossings in Stuart 


between 7:30AM and 7:30PM. That time period is 12 hours long or 720 


minutes long. 32 crossing in 12 hours is one train every very close to 2.3 


crossings per hour. 


It takes 17 minutes just for the train bridge to lower and raise again. 


Assuming it will take 2 additional minutes for the train to cross the bridge, it 


will take 19 minutes per crossing. 19 minutes times 32 crossings equals 


608 minutes. 


Of the 720 minutes available each day between 7:30 AM and 7:30PM, 608 


minutes will be used for trains crossing the St. Lucie River (Okeechobee 


Waterway). This leaves a total of 112 minutes between 7:30AM and 


7:30PM for boat traffic movement. 112 minutes equals 9 minutes per hour 


available for boat traffic. This is unsafe and unacceptable for boaters and 


boating related business - even with a published schedule (the proposed 


AAF Solution to this problem).   


The Florida Turnpike Alignment will not create any boating delays on the 


Treasure Coast and therefore, will not severely impact boaters in the 


Treasure Coast Community. 
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Effect on People and Businesses Summary 


AAF will create extremely serious, costly, and dangerous problems for the 


people and businesses of the Treasure Coast. People and businesses are 


part of the environment of the Treasure Coast and should not be 


damaged by the AAF Project. The EIS should be revised to include all 


alternatives not just the selected financial alternative which is financially 


best for AAF at the determent of the Quality of Life for the residents of the 


Treasure Coast.  


(Continues next Page) 
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3. Relationship with a National High Speed Rail 


The AAF EIS must address how it relates to a National High Speed Rail 


(220 MPH) from Boston to Miami with Major express stops in Boston, New 


York City, Washington D.C., Charlotte, NC, Atlanta, Orlando and Miami. 


Alignment would follow I-95, I-85, I-75 and the Florida Turnpike. Secondary 


stops (non-express stops) can be added such as Philadelphia, Baltimore, 


Raleigh NC, Greenville SC, Gainesville FL, and West Palm Beach can be 


added as demand dictates. 


Properly designed 21st-century HSR trains traveling on 21st-century high-


speed tracks can travel at speeds up to 220 miles per hour. Travel to Miami 


from Orlando along the Florida Turnpike Corridor can take less than one-


and-one-half hours. Also, the 21st-century HSR tracks would be 100 


percent grade-separated (elevated), avoiding any conflict with people, cars, 


or boats. 


With a few exceptions, elevated High Speed Rail can be provided within 


the existing right of way for the Florida Turnpike. See photo below.  
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Elevated rails do not require costly grading for drainage. Also, all of the rail 


components can be precast and pre-assembled at offsite locations, thereby 


saving on-site construction costs. 


America needs high-speed rail running from Boston to Orlando, serving the 


East Coast States having a current total population over 120 million people. 


Several European countries with smaller populations have excellent HSR 


Systems. By 2050, America will have an additional 100 million people. 


There is no room for additional Interstate highways and in many cities 


additional traffic lanes cannot be added. Airplane capacity is maxed out, is 


user unfriendly, and costly. High-speed rail (220 mph) from Boston to 


Miami, connecting major cities (Boston, New York, Washington, Atlanta, 


Orlando, and Miami) is the answer. America needs fast, efficient high-


speed rail (220 MPH) from Boston to Miami. America should not strive to 


do anything less than has been already accomplished in Europe and Asia. 


 


It makes no sense to have high-speed rail running from Boston to Orlando 


at 220 mph and then continuing to Miami at 110 mph, taking three hours on 


19th-century tracks. The high-speed rail segment from Orlando to Miami 


should follow the Florida Turnpike alignment. It is safer, faster, and not 


disruptive to existing communities along the Atlantic Ocean. 


(Continues next Page) 
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4. Benefits for the Citizens of the Treasure Coast Must Be Stated 


Since a very large amount of Federal monetary support is required, the 


AAF project must be considered a National project – not a local private 


business project. The AAF EIS must address how the AAF Project benefits 


all of the citizens of the United States and particularly the citizens of the 


Treasure Coast. Who benefits most from this project? 


How do the citizens of the United States benefit from this Project? 


All of the citizens of the United States could benefit from this project by 


having the ability to travel by true High Speed Rail (220 MPH) from major 


northern cities to Miami. However, the proposed AAF project is proposed to 


run at much slower speeds (110 MPH) and takes more than 3 hours from 


Orlando to Miami using the Flagler Railroad Alignment. It will take 1½ hours 


using the Florida Turnpike Alignment.  


How do the citizens of the Treasure Coast benefit from this project? 


By searching for the word “benefits” in the EIS, the only reference to 


benefits for the Treasure Coast is temporary construction jobs for new track 


placement. However, the reality is that these jobs will probably go to 


experienced track construction workers from outside the Treasure Coast. 


At this point, it seems there are many more detriments for Citizens of the 


Treasure Coast than there are benefits. 


So, who benefits the most from the AAF Project?  


Should the Federal Government be a banker for a project which will does 


great harm to the communities in which it operates and provides no 


benefits to those communities?  


The greatest benefactors of AAF will be the hotels, tourist related 


businesses, and perhaps a casino located at the AAF Train Stations 


proposed for Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach. The greatest 


detriment of AAF will be the entire population of the Treasure Coast who 


will bear the brunt of the environmental impacts and damages for Centuries 


to come.  


 The single element that has the ability to completely alter the outcome of 


this Potential Train Wreck is the location of the AAF High Speed Rail track 
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alignment. The best alignment should be the rural areas of the Treasure 


Coast using the Florida Turnpike Alignment. This places the High Speed 


Rail System where it can move passengers the fastest, with the least 


problems and no reduction in the Quality of Life in the existing Treasure 


Coast Communities.  


In an ideal world, a comprehensive planning approach to the 


transportation issue would include all the issues discussed previously and a 


generalized approach including:  


 Light Rail to the east, using exiting lanes in major roads, such as US1, either with 


shared right of ways, dedicated right of ways or a combination. This would 


provide fast efficient local travel internal to the Treasure Coast and could 


eventually be connected in West Palm Beach to the Tri-Rail thereby providing 


convenient passenger travel from the Treasure Coast to South Florida Cities.  


 High Speed Rail (220 MPH), like the Washington to New York Acela Line, to the 


west, located west (along the Turnpike Alignment). This line should be connected 


with the national system, should be extremely safe, with no negative impact on 


existing small town communities. 


 Providing Intermodal transportation centers, like the Fort Pierce Inter-Modal 


Transportation Center, in Stuart, Vero Beach and Port St. Lucie. Providing 


smaller transportation centers in smaller communities such as Tradition, Hobe 


Sound, Sebastian, Palm City, and others in the Treasure Coast. 


Bottom Line: 


The All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 


severely deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a 


complete all inclusive document which addresses the major issues and 


concerns of the people and businesses of the Treasure Coast.  


A more complete all inclusive analysis will reveal at least one 


alternative which will provide faster (220 MPH) and safer (100% Grade 


Separation) High Speed Rail from Orlando to Miami and which causes 


no damage to the Economy in the Treasure Coast and no damage to 


Quality of Life in the Treasure Coast. 


All of the issues cited in our attached review should be specifically 


addressed point by point. 







Bottom Line:
 
The All Aboard Florida (AAF) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is severely
 deficient and flawed. The AAF EIS must be revised to become a complete all
 inclusive document which addresses the major issues and concerns of the people
 and businesses of the Treasure Coast.
A more complete all inclusive analysis will reveal at least one alternative which will
 provide faster (220 MPH) and safer (100% Grade Separation) High Speed Rail from
 Orlando to Miami and which causes no damage to the Economy in the Treasure
 Coast and no damage to Quality of Life in the Treasure Coast.
 
All of the issues cited in our attached review should be specifically addressed point by
 point.
 
I invite you to travel to Florida to make a visit to the Treasure Coast. I would be happy
 to provide you a personal tour.
 
Please feel to contact me at 305 667 2009. I would be available to meet with you at
 any time.
 
Respectfully,
 
Thomas
 
Thomas T. Cooper AIA
Executive Director
American Institute of Architects Treasure Coast
 
Copy to:
Representative Patrick Murphy and Columnist Richard Campbell, Scripps Treasure
 Coast Newspapers
 



From: Paul Harrison
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 9:11:43 AM

To whom it may concern,

I wish to express my support for the planned All Aboard Florida/Florida East Coast passenger
 service as described in the FRA's recent draft EIS.

While I have some concerns, I do not believe these merit holding up the project if they cannot
 be solved by the appropriate parties in a reasonable time frame.

My chief concerns are:

- Based upon the proposed trainsets announced separately, platform lengths at West Palm
 Beach and other stations, and the Ridership Survey that formed part of the dEIS, and the
 Coast Guard's protocols for bridge closures, I believe AAF will need to run more than one
 train per hour in each direction, and I believe there is not enough capacity in Stuart at the St
 Lucie bridge to do this. 
- I am very concerned by the statement that Amtrak service along the FEC is unlikely to get
 funded and the implications for medium term service to the Treasure Coast that implies. I'm
 also concerned that the issue with capacity I raised earlier will also impact Amtrak's ability to
 provide a useful service along the line if and when funding becomes available.

I believe it would be prudent to address both issues by considering public funding to part or
 totally fund upgrades to the St Lucie bridge and other bridges along the route with similar
 problems. Public funding would be justified: the bridge is for boaters and the rail services
 alike, and such upgrades would allow the FEC to host public rail services along the route.

This concern should not hold up implementation of AAF's planned services. I wish them well,
 and I strongly support their project.

Sincerely,

Paul Harrison
3938 SE Jacaranda St
Stuart, FL 34997

-- 
Paul Harrison

mailto:paul@harritronics.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Wayne Elliott
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 2:44:40 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle:

     Please register my strong objection to the proposal to operate a
high speed passenger train through the Palm Beach County corridor.
The road bed is entirely unacceptable for either the frequency or
speed of this rail proposal.  While it may satisfy the environmental
aspects such as ground contamination, the projected noise, degradation
of surrounding parcels of land and frequency of obstruction of rail
crossings and marine crossings make this totally unacceptable.
I am strongly against the proposal.

Sincerely yours,

Wayne G. Elliott, M.D.
105 Paradise Harbour Blvd. #202
North Palm Beach, FL 33408

mailto:wayelliott@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: John Duke
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida environmental impact statement
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:04:17 AM

All aboard Florida impact statement is incomplete and obviously one sided. The report has many
 inaccuracies and false statements. The fact that they continue to try and sell this project as a high speed
 train project while it is truly about expanding the capacity of the tracks for the increased  freight that will
 be coming into our ports when the Panama canal expansion is completed.
 The report fails to address issues in St Lucy and Indian River  Counties. There have not been enough
 studies of track crossings in these counties. Also what months were these reports taken? Everyone
 knows that when snow birds are here traffic is increased dramatically. Have emergency responders been
 interviewed and their responses taken into consideration?
.
 I don’t believe that enough studies have been done in relation to the cargo that will be shipped on a rail
 system that is antiquated now and is expected to support both increased freight service as well as a high
 speed passenger system. The current rail road tracks are extremely close to the river and associated
 wetlands. With the increased freight the chance of an accident that will include spills of extremely caustic
 chemicals eill increase dramatically. When you throw in high speed passengers trains sharing the same
 tracks the chance of a major spill increases expotentionaly. Over the last several years the Indian River
 lagoon has been in the fore front of issues with of pollution from surrounding industry, Citrus Groves as
 well as discharges from Lake Ockechobee. The one thing that the releases and subsequent pollution of
 the lagoon have made so very obvious is the HUGE impact the Lagoon has to the economy of the
 surrounding counties. The health of the lagoon is directly connected to the fishing industry, Kicking tours,
 real estate values of homes as well as the tourism industry of the area. When people see the reports of
 the effect of discharges into the lagoon they are not going to visit the area because the cannot use the
 river without fearing for the health of their family as well as not wanting to fish in lagoon for fear of
 touching fish or water and getting an infection.
 
If releases from Okeechobee have this much of an impact on our economy how badly will the economy
 be affected by a chemical spill into the river by an accident due to antiquated tracks and bridges over the
 rivers or a spill into the wetlands that flow into lagoon. I don’t believe that we should be rushing into
 something that has the potential to completely change the areas surrounding the proposed rail road
 tracks. There needs to be a comprehensive study of the real reason for this expansion. FRIEGHT. There
 needs to be a better understanding of what the plans are to respond to an accident that causes a
 chemical spill. Who is directing the response? What is planned response? Are there funds set aside to
 conduct scheduled and unscheduled drills to practice and fine tune what are the appropriate responses?
 This could be an immense project to contain a spill into wet lands as well as the lagoon. Depending on
 the tide and wind this could encompass a huge area. At the same time you will also be conducting a
 rescue/evacuation of thousands of people that live adjacent to the tracks.
There also needs to be a comprehensive plan as to who is responsible for the cost of these responces.
 There should be  a fund to cover these cost as well a plan as to who controls these funds and at what
 point are they spent.
 
In closing as a citizen that lives between the tracks and the river I don’t believe that enough has been
 done to study and address the potential impact to the area . This impact will be felt everyday by all the
 taxpayers that try to cross the tracks as well as Fire and recue vehicles that MUST cross these tracks to
 respond to life and death issues everyday. The unknown but potentially devastating impact of  crash and
 subsequent impact to the lagoon is something that we must take the time to fully understand and prepare
 for. Once we go down this road there is no turning back. If there is a spill into the Lagoon it will take
 generations for the lagoon to recover if ever.
                  Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns. John J. Duke Jr.

mailto:JDuke@proctorcc.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Rick Lynch
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 12:15:03 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I ask you as a resident of St. Lucie Village, Florida, to do whatever is in your means to stop All Aboard
 Florida from using the FEC trains tracks to the extreme detriment of the population located on the
 eastern seaboard of Florida.
 
I would like to express my concern as to the environmental impact of the proposed high-speed train
 development referred to as All Aboard Florida.
 
My small town, St. Lucie Village, was here before train tracks were laid down.  The impact of noise,
 vibration, and significant impaired access will be devastating to my community along with the entire
 Treasure Coast region.
 
There is a better way.  Current rail service already exists between South Florida and Orlando; CSX has
 routes in place that can handle this.  If All Aboard Florida is really about gross expansion of freight
 rail, than the Federal study that showed these rails should be west of our population and should be
 followed.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 

Rick Lynch
 

603 North Indian River Drive, Suite 300
Fort Pierce, FL 34950-3057
(772) 466-1040 • Fax: (772) 466-1258
Office Email: rlcpa@bellsouth.net
Web Address: www.ljlcpa.com
 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: To comply with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any tax advice contained in this
 communication (including any attachment) is not intended to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the
 Internal Revenue Code or promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed in this
 communication (including any attachment).
 
This e-mail message and any attached messages or text may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information.  If you are not the
 intended recipient(s), or the employee or agent responsible for delivery of this message to the intended recipient(s), you are hereby
 notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in
 error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this e-mail message from your computer.
 
 

mailto:rlcpa@bellsouth.net
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From: Robert Friedman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmnet Impact Statement Commnet to the FRA record
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:51:11 PM

Dear Mr. John Winkle Director of the Federal Railroad Administration

Allow me first to thank you for providing a means and time period for the public to
 comment on the All Aboard Florida (AAF), especially Floridians like myself who lives
 in Orlando Florida, where this project will in my opinion benefit Florida and in time the
 nation.  I was born in Hialeah Florida near Miami and I am very familiar with the state
 but have lived in other American cities like Chicago and other countries that benefit
 greatly from passenger rail transit.  I think the AAF project is very well thought out
 and is making excellent use of an underutilized transportation corridor, the Florida
 East Coast (FEC) railroad corridor for passenger trains in parallel with FEC's new
 opportunities with new freight train business and investor money with the
 construction of the third Panama Canal channel and ship locks so modern SuperMax
 containerships can come directly to the east coast of the USA.  There will be a
 market the drive between Miami and Orlando very unpleasant crowded
 and dangerous I-95 in South Florida is about the most dangerous. I think AAF has
 conservatively assessed the market, it will be there in strength to make their
 business plan a success.  This is a rare railroad financial opportunity for Florida.  If
 this was just a matter of freight, the FEC railroad corridor would have to be upgraded
 with double track, quiet zones, modern noise abatement and improved crossing to
 get rail traffic through quicker and safer to minimize the impact of residents close to
 these tracks.  The FEC corridor did support much more rail in the past particularly
 with frequent passenger rail and at some stretches from at very high speeds
 according to what people old enough to witness the speeding trains going through
 Brevard county have told me (I work as an engineer for NASA at Kennedy Space
 Center in Brevard county).  The upgrades required for class 6 rail and 110 mph
 speed will bring the full complement of rail upgrades in speed, safety, noise
 abatement and efficiency, already there is Amtrak 110 mph passenger rail service in
 Michigan, New York State and Illinois on track shared with freight. running safely
 through the center of small towns with upgrading crossings. Also many locations
 have quiet corridors that require added safety with crossing and fencing with quad
 railroad crossing gates like one finds in crowded Germany on its mainline rail
 corridors with very fast trains faster than 110 mph.  I think Florida and Floridians
 really get a great benefit in new modern rail infrastructure and modern high speed
 passenger trains.  Modern passenger trains are much more quiet than freight trains,
 and at high speed the time for a the crossing to be closed is less than one minute as
 one can check on with YouTube train videos of 110 mph service.  A large part of the
 route West Palm Beach to Orlando is non stop so some feel they get no benefit. 
 Also there is questions with boat traffic at New river in Ft Lauderdale a double track
 moveable bridge and the Loxahatchee movable river bridge in Tequesta and the
 St Lucie river moveable bridge in Stuart which will remain single track for the time
 being.  Here is what I think should happen along with the approval of the AAF
 project.  AAF should show that a regional train in the near that perhaps goes to
 Jacksonville and makes treasure coast stops like Jupiter, Stuart, Ft Pierce, Vero

mailto:arad1993@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


 Beach Melbourne, Cocoa etc. can be hosted well run either by them or Amtrak with
 only minor changes to their plans, so they know they can look forward to their own
 full passenger train service knowing that the AAF project has made the corridor
 ready for new regional trains.  It would be good for AAF, FEC and Florida
 Department of Transportation (FDOT) to have a plan for future upgrades to the three
 movable bridges including a firm determination on what level of rail service would
 necessitate upgrading, reconstructing and double tracking all the bridges. This would
 include alternatives, such as upgrading CSX track in the state interior or even
 building new rail elsewhere. This should not delay construction but done in parallel
 with beginning construction; it would truly address in a thoughtful way and remove
 doubt concerning the long term issues about these bridges which have very low
 clearance for boats when they are lowered.  I think you should check carefully if the
 AAF scheduling scheme where north and south bound trains would meet in schedule
 so the St Lucie bridge could be lowered to allow for both to take quick turns to cross
 the bridge to lower the amount times the bridge is lowered; a really nice idea.  Also
 you need to make hurricane preparation plans very clear with the AAF project and
 future rail opportunities this project will make possible, this is of vital concern to
 Florida residents, especially boaters and those on the water as well as AAF and FEC
 and is a source of genuine concern.  Also I would urge the use and implementation
 of smart technology for boaters and motorist in particular trucks and busses to track
 train movements and estimated time for safe crossing over railroad crossing right of
 way as well as exactly when one of those three bridges lower for boaters, smart
 technology can be a strong safety and convenience tool here as well.  But
 nevertheless these concerns can certainly be well addressed and I think AAF is
 making a good honest effort to do so, particularly in helping to fund quiet zones. 
 Again we should go ahead with the AAF project without undue delay.  This project is
 not only good for Florida it may be a model and great new national catalyst for better
 private-public partnerships that can build vital new infrastructure, especially
 passenger rail I hope when its built you can make a trip down here in Florida and ride
 the newest 110 mph service with us Floridians and tourists from around the nation
 and around the world.

Very Sincerely Yours
Robert Friedman
Senior Electrical Contract Engineer with IHA inc. at NASA Kennedy Space Center
1450 Meeting Place unit 212
Orlando FL 32814



From: Glenn Tuley
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida expenses to those who can"t use it.
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 9:57:30 PM

Counties that have high speed passenger rail, but no passenger train stations should be able to 
tax the fares of passengers traveling through their county (a couple of dollars) to pay for 
increased safety level required for grade level crossing maintenance.

Glenn Tuley
1991 Alma Drive
West Melbourne, FL 32904-6201

mailto:glenn@tuley.us
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Brad Raynor
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Feedback
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 2:03:36 PM

I live in Sebastian and work in Vero Beach. I DO NOT WANT All Aboard Florida trains
 clogging up my commute or affecting the response times of first responders.

If our illustrious governor wanted high speed rail service then why did he turn down the funds
 allocated by the President? I am not a big supporter of President Obama but his plan appears
 to have been much better; with new tracks laid west of Vero Beach and Sebastian. Instead of
 using additional taxpayer funds, the National Rail Plan used funds that were previously
 allocated by the federal government . Instead, our wonderful governor turned those funds
 down and backed his buddy, Adam Hollingsworth. The federally funded monies then went
 elsewhere!

All Aboard Florida reeks of corruption!

Brad Raynor
Sebastian, FL
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From: wjmacia@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: wjmacia@comcast.net; members PSLAC
Subject: All Aboard Florida Fiasco
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 9:56:53 PM

   Although the Business Plan for the All Aboard Florida passenger railroad service appears
 appealing to business expansion in Florida, a simple analysis exposes this venture in its present
 context as a sham to get investors to rely on taxpayers to cover shortfalls.  When a comparison to
 other railroad ridership is made, a sustained 80% projected ridership is unrealistic.  The present
 condition of the existing infrastructure including the deteriorated condition of the antiquated river
 crossings makes safety a chief concern.  
   The safety concerns and inconvenience to citizens and municipalities along the presently
 planned Miami to Orlando Airport route, including marine traffic is unacceptable. 
   The obvious solution to the plan is to require AAF to use an inland Florida route - either using
 existing CSX Railroad tracks or install their own new ones that can more safely be engineered for
 100+ mph trains as in France.    
    I believe the goal of AAF is to raise money to improve the existing East Coast Railroad parent
 company infrastructure to be able to handle expected freight traffic and not
 realistically fulfill investor expectations of the present proposed AAF Business Plan.
                                                                                                                                                    W.J.
 Maciag
                                                                                                                                                     Stuart,
 FL     

mailto:wjmacia@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:wjmacia@comcast.net
mailto:members@pslanglers.com


From: Lori Anne
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Funding
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:36:00 AM
Attachments: AAF letter to Federal Railroad Adminstration-1.docx

 
 
 
Dear Sirs:
 

Having looked over the 522-page report by consultants commissioned by the Florida
 East Coast Railroad, I am compelled to weigh in on All Aboard Florida’s (AAF) plan, which
 provides more questions than answers.
 
            The first of dozens of reasons against the AAF proposal is the Federal Government
 should not finance a private venture that will not succeed and leave tax payers paying the bill.
 No one will ride this train between Orlando and Miami when you can rent a car and get there
 cheaper and faster. We already have the cheap train Amtrak offers from Orlando to Miami for
 $43 and it takes five hours with a nice view of central Florida – probably in a rail car all to
 yourself.
           
            If it costs $100 per person, what family of four is going to spend $400 to take the train
 from Maim to Orlando when they can rent a car, get there quicker at a fraction of the cost.?
 
            It makes perfect sense for you to finance a real bullet train – like the ones they use in
 China – in the Turnpike right of way as originally proposed. The Treasure Coast Chapter of
 the American Institute of Architects unanimously agreed that no high speed rail should run
 through the downtowns of all the cities from Sebastian to Tequesta. The western route is the
 only possibility to spare the destruction of the communities affected by the current proposal.
  A real bullet train makes sense, and it would be much faster than 110 mph.  People will ride
 it. It might not initially pay for itself, but it would be infrastructure in place for years to come.
 That was the original plan for the bullet train when voters approved it by constitutional
 amendment.
 
            Sad to say, but AAF is little more than an attempt to scam the Federal Railroad
 Adminstration into subsidizing expansion of FEC Railway lines to accommodate cargo
 coming through the Panama Canal for the newer, deeper South Florida ports. Let them find
 private investors to pay for their additional tracks and improvements. If the numbers are there,
 investors will come. Please don’t allow AAF to sucker the Federal Government into financing
 a project that has no chance of success. We have yet to see a feasible ridership study to justify
 this $1.6 billion in tax payer money.
 

Before the Federal Railroad Administration approves any financing of All Aboard
 Florida as currently proposed, you must consider the devastating impacts to property values
 4,711 waterfront property owners west of the Stuart FEC Crossing at the St. Lucie River.
 They live along the North and South Forks of the St. Lucie River and their property values are
 a direct function of their ocean access. If the railroad bridge is only open for boats less than
 20 minutes per hour – based on current freight trains and the 32 proposed passenger trains
 during daylight hours – then the traffic jam of boaters trying to go boating will be a serious
 danger to navigation to and from the St. Lucie Canal, which connects to Fort Myers and the
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Dear Sirs:



Having looked over the 522-page report by consultants commissioned by the Florida East Coast Railroad, I am compelled to weigh in on All Aboard Florida’s (AAF) plan, which provides more questions than answers.



	The first of dozens of reasons against the AAF proposal is the Federal Government should not finance a private venture that will not succeed and leave tax payers paying the bill. No one will ride this train between Orlando and Miami when you can rent a car and get there cheaper and faster. We already have the cheap train Amtrak offers from Orlando to Miami for $43 and it takes five hours with a nice view of central Florida – probably in a rail car all to yourself.

	

	If it costs $100 per person, what family of four is going to spend $400 to take the train from Maim to Orlando when they can rent a car, get there quicker at a fraction of the cost.? 



	It makes perfect sense for you to finance a real bullet train – like the ones they use in China – in the Turnpike right of way as originally proposed. The Treasure Coast Chapter of the American Institute of Architects unanimously agreed that no high speed rail should run through the downtowns of all the cities from Sebastian to Tequesta. The western route is the only possibility to spare the destruction of the communities affected by the current proposal.  A real bullet train makes sense, and it would be much faster than 110 mph.  People will ride it. It might not initially pay for itself, but it would be infrastructure in place for years to come. That was the original plan for the bullet train when voters approved it by constitutional amendment.



	Sad to say, but AAF is little more than an attempt to scam the Federal Railroad Adminstration into subsidizing expansion of FEC Railway lines to accommodate cargo coming through the Panama Canal for the newer, deeper South Florida ports. Let them find private investors to pay for their additional tracks and improvements. If the numbers are there, investors will come. Please don’t allow AAF to sucker the Federal Government into financing a project that has no chance of success. We have yet to see a feasible ridership study to justify this $1.6 billion in tax payer money.



Before the Federal Railroad Administration approves any financing of All Aboard Florida as currently proposed, you must consider the devastating impacts to property values 4,711 waterfront property owners west of the Stuart FEC Crossing at the St. Lucie River. They live along the North and South Forks of the St. Lucie River and their property values are a direct function of their ocean access. If the railroad bridge is only open for boats less than 20 minutes per hour – based on current freight trains and the 32 proposed passenger trains during daylight hours – then the traffic jam of boaters trying to go boating will be a serious danger to navigation to and from the St. Lucie Canal, which connects to Fort Myers and the Gulf of Mexico. There are also thousands of St. Lucie County boaters who won’t be able to go to the Gulf or enjoy the South and North Forks of the St. Lucie River. There are plenty of tales of 40-minute waits in heavy currents for the Stuart railroad bridge to go back up and again allow boater traffic to go east or west.



The same is true for thousands of waterfront property owners west of the much lower railroad bridge in Tequesta. For unknown reasons, this ill-advised proposal does not include an additional rail crossing at the St. Lucie, Loxahatchee or Miami Rivers. These are obvious choke points for rail and boating traffic. The choke point in Stuart is just minutes away from the St. Lucie Inlet where boaters can reach the Atlantic Ocean after crossing the state from the Gulf of Mexico in Fort Myers. 

 

The last argument against any federal money for AAF is the damage that will be done to the small towns in the wake of this shameful attempt to push this through against the opposition of virtually every citizen from Sebastian to Tequesta. 



Officials from Indian River, St. Lucie and Martin counties are extremely concerned about the negative impact on emergency vehicles in life threatening situations. And They will tell you people will die if this project is approved.  



This is not the route for “allegedly” high speed rail as proposed and please don’t give them money to wreck our way of life and destroy our property values. 





 Gulf of Mexico. There are also thousands of St. Lucie County boaters who won’t be able to
 go to the Gulf or enjoy the South and North Forks of the St. Lucie River. There are plenty of
 tales of 40-minute waits in heavy currents for the Stuart railroad bridge to go back up and
 again allow boater traffic to go east or west.

 
The same is true for thousands of waterfront property owners west of the much lower

 railroad bridge in Tequesta. For unknown reasons, this ill-advised proposal does not include
 an additional rail crossing at the St. Lucie, Loxahatchee or Miami Rivers. These are obvious
 choke points for rail and boating traffic. The choke point in Stuart is just minutes away from
 the St. Lucie Inlet where boaters can reach the Atlantic Ocean after crossing the state from the
 Gulf of Mexico in Fort Myers.

 
The last argument against any federal money for AAF is the damage that will be done

 to the small towns in the wake of this shameful attempt to push this through against the
 opposition of virtually every citizen from Sebastian to Tequesta.

 
Officials from Indian River, St. Lucie and Martin counties are extremely concerned

 about the negative impact on emergency vehicles in life threatening situations. And They will
 tell you people will die if this project is approved.  

 
This is not the route for “allegedly” high speed rail as proposed and please don’t give

 them money to wreck our way of life and destroy our property values.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Van Dien
Jensen Beach, Florida
 
 



From: Jeffrey Lynn
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: "All Aboard Florida" Hearing
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 9:19:51 AM

Dear Fellow Floridians,
I am to be out of town for this hearing session. However, I would like to voice several
 concerns regarding this high speed rail proposal. I am currently opposed to high speed
 passenger and freight rail through the treasure coast area for the following reasons.
1) Little transparency potential, past, present and future, as All Aboard Florida is a privately
 held subsidiary of a similarly held holding corporation.
2) Use of a federal agency rail loan program with minimal performance oversight as far as I
 have been able to determine at present.
3) Serious concerns about the safety of our citizens, maintaining the quality and protection of
 our environment.
Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns on this matter.
                                                                   Sincerely,
                                                                      Jeffrey R.Lynn
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From: jwdrawe
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida High Speed Rail
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:53:07 AM

> We have lived in Sebastian for 15 years and are totally against high
> speed rail operating along the Treasure Coast.
> Safety, noise, and frequency are our main concerns.
> For  the majority of travel in and around Sebastian it is required
> that the streets crossing the RR tracks be used. With the speed and
> frequency of the proposed trains, safety WILL be reduced, noise will
> increase and there are no minor accidents involving
> trains....especially high speed trains.
> Also, the high speed trains will offer  a major degrading of lifestyle
> and will increase the operating costs of our community with absolutely
> no benefits.
> If a high speed, high frequency rail line is truly justifiable from
> south Florida to Orlando, the line must be put in along a yet
> unpopulated route where the above concerns may be met with properly
> designed infrastructure that would not affect the safety and lifestyle
> of so many.
> If the thought that using the existing line is the only way the high
> speed service can be economically justified, then the project must be
> abandoned. The citizens must not face this peril for the growth of
> commerce. Thank you for not letting the High speed trains on existing
> track line.
> John & Judy Drawe
> 592 Birch Court
> Sebastian, Fl
>

mailto:jwdrawe@comcast.net
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From: Steve Rosen
To: Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil;

 David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov;
 Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.go; John_Wrublik@fws.gov;
 Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; roger@rogerhedgecock.com; Karen Harrington; Tom Mounce
 (tom@blueoceanpress.com); thegeezer3@aol.com

Cc: President@whitehouse.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; Bill@BillNelson.senate.gov;
 Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com;
 MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida high speed train from Ft. Lauderdale to Orlando, FL
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:52:14 PM

Dear sirs:
 
As a lifelong Florida resident, I would like to ask you to DENY funding for this boondoggle waste of
 money project. Trust me, there are no long lines of individuals waiting to travel back and forth to
 Orlando. This political joke will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in subsidies just as the no-longer-
talked-about, big political project, the Tri County Rail system that covers three south Florida
 counties.
 
Politicos touted this as the BIG SOLUTION to eliminating traffic congestion on the interstates just like
 they are claiming this All Aboard Floriduhhh will do.
 
It won’t. Just like Tri County Rail, this ridiculous All Aboard Florida will NEVER pay for itself and like
 Tri-Coounty Rail will end up being forever subsidized by taxpayers.
 
These systems have limited use for the few destinations they serve. The only way to make these
 things cost effective is to demolish the entire corridor between South Florida and Orland and rebuilt
 the entire area based on this rail system. This is how New York and other cities have done it. They
 built the city around the transportation system.
 
The idiots in Floriduhhh want to do it backwards. It won’t EVER work and it will NEVER pay for itself.
 
Please do NOT spend hard earned taxpayer dollars on this White Elephant project so politicians can
 pat themselves on the back. If they want this, let them borrow money with THEIR SIGNATURES ON
 THE LOANS. Watch how fast the project is cancelled because they KNOW it will NEVER pay for itself.
 
Years ago, a bullet train was proposed for the same route that would have cost billions of taxpayer
 dollars. Thank goodness Gov. Rick Scott refused the Federal funding or taxpayers in this state would
 have been held hostage indefinitely to pay for this monstrosity of a political “toy”
 
Thanks very much for your consideration,
 
Dr. Steve Rosen
Davie, Florida
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From: chris wernlund
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Impacts
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:06:22 PM

How will the proposed AAF system affect the already publicly owned and operated Florida
 Tri Rail System?

Chris Wernlund
2969 sw Cornell Ave
Palm City, Fl 34990

chris.wernlund@gmail.com
Palm City Florida
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From: Harlley McKean
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida in our community
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 11:32:04 AM

My wife and I wish to go on record as adamantly opposed to All Aboard Florida’s reprehensible plan to run high 
speed passenger trains through our community  (the Treasure Coast and specifically in Vero Beach)  without even a 
by-your-leave or even the prospects of a stop here in Vero Beach. We are opposed to this ridiculous scheme on 
several grounds:
1) The serenity of our community would be severely affected by the presence of 24 trains a day rumbling through at 
highly dangerous speeds.
2) This presents a great danger to our residents in emergency situations – for those living west of the tracks they will
 periodically be cut off from access to the hospital’s emergency room when seconds often count.
3) We have nary a single overpass by road over the tracks here in Vero Beach, so there is no hope of avoiding a wait
 while these trains pass through.
4) The high speeds at which these trains run through our community will create dangerous situations, for elderly and
 children particularly, who may be in the vicinity of the tracks, either children at play or elderly and disabled people 
attempting to cross the tracks.
5) This company has no regard whatever for the citizenry along the proposed route from Orlando to Miami, aside 
from the affluent few who can actually afford to travel by this route. They have been rude, evasive, and clearly 
malignant in their feelings for the public.
6) Their application for federal funds is ludicrous.  If they insist on pushing this bad idea down our throats, let its 
failure/bankruptcy not be at public expense, at the very least.I hope the various boards and commisions  do a very 
thorough job in investigating these arrogant people. I think the first priority should be to protect the public from 
unscrupulous planning and priorities.
7) Do they have any support for supposing the public is interested in this proposal to the extent of supporting 24 
runs a day? Wouldn’t a better plan be to run 2 each way at first to see if the idea will catch on? What data do they 
have (and can it be verified by an independent body) to support their suppositions?
8) If they truly wanted fast passenger service between Orlando and West Palm Beach, why not take the much more 
direct inner route paralleling Florida’s turnpike between these two cities? I suspect a cost analysis would show that it
 would be no more expensive than the proposed route since less would need to be done for the railroad crossings in 
rural areas (there density is bound to be far less). Certainly the time for the passengers would be far less. Could 
ownership of the railway possibly be a factor in recommending a clearly inferior route?
8) We wonder whether this plan is a mechanism for improving the rails themselves for the projected increase in 
freight due to improvements in the South Florida ports and in the Panama canal. Clearly big increases are coming, 
and we feel that a planned passenger service is sure to fail, invoking a rescue by the people and en passant having 
available an additional set of rails to enable better transit of the freight traffic.
9) The vibration accompanying the high speed trains can be both annoying and destructive.
            Many more objections could be listed but we believe that this outfit  panders to the very wealthy, uses very 
suspicious and evasive techniques in answering their legitimate critics and opponents. Please do side with the 
communities whose life style will be so adversely affected by the proposal before you.
            Thanks for listening!
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
                                                Sincerely yours.                                           
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]-->  
                                                Harlley E. and Betsy J. McKean
                                                1496 Shorelands Dr. East
                                                Vero Beach, FL 32963
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From: Donald Rodrigue
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida in our region
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 8:45:19 PM

Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
I am a resident of Port St. Lucie, located about midway between Fort
 Pierce and Stuart. Our community will be significantly impacted by this
 proposed railway, if indeed up to 32 additional trains pass through the
 area. The urban cores of both Fort Pierce and Stuart are tightly
 compacted downtown districts, which "grew up" along the FEC railroad
 tracks in the days of original passenger train service. In the years since
 passenger rail disappeared, however, the sleepy tranquility of the towns
 have increasingly become their charm, luring both tourists and
 locals alike. Here foot and bicycle traffic is the norm not the exception,
 with pedestrians and bicycles regularly crossing over the FEC tracks. The
 additional of high-speed passenger trains, that would barely even slow
 down since they would not offer a stop, would be like the screaming
 cigarette boats I remember on Sunday afternoons on Miami's Biscayne
 Bay, ripping up the solitude and beauty of what should have been a
 tranquil day behind my condominium overlooking the water. 
 
I wonder if the reason AAF does not want to offer stops in our area is
 because of wanting to keep to their promise of a three-hour trip to be
 time competitive with automobiles and airlines. If that's the case, they
 would be better off utilizing a more high-speed direct route than
 completely avoided our area. If they can afford to put down brand new
 tracks from Orlando to Cocoa, then they can afford to put new ones down
 to reach South Florida without trampling on the tranquil lifestyle of the
 Treasure Coast. 
 
Please carefully consider what this will do to the hard-bought charm of our
 communities.    

Sincerely,

Donald Rodrigue 
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From: Rhonda Noah
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov
Cc: Jim Murley
Subject: All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)

 Evaluation
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:34:20 AM
Attachments: 20141202002846.pdf

Good morning Mr. Winkle.  Attached are the comments of the South Florida Regional Planning
 Council (SFRPC) on the subject DEIS.  The original is being mailed under separate cover.  Please
 contact me directly if you have any questions.  Thank you.
 
Rhonda H. Noah
Director of Operations
South Florida Regional Planning Council
3440 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 140
Hollywood, FL   33021
(954) 985-4416 - Phone
(954) 985-4417 – FAX
rnoah@sfrpc.com
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From: Bob Webster
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Bob Webster
Subject: All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:14:52 AM
Attachments: PastedGraphic-1.png

ATT00001.htm
When Facts Are Fantasy.pdf
ATT00002.htm
Why I Support AAF.pdf
ATT00003.htm

December 2, 2014

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I respectfully submit my comments concerning the All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger 
Rail Project (AAF) and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

Introduction:

I note that Indian River County has submitted a voluminous critique of the the DEIS, 
dated December 1, 2014, (at 
http://www.ircgov.com/Public_Notices/Rail/IRC_EIS_Comments.pdf) which critique 
includes a report of their consultant paid for by the taxpayers of Indian River County 
(IRC).

As an Indian River County taxpayer, I take exception to the IRC critique and resent my 
taxes being used to produce such a document.  My own review of that document has 
identified few legitimate suggestions/comments, with the bulk of the IRC critique 
appearing to be a classic example of an attempt to mask lack of substance by a 
considerable volume of minutia built on assumptions not supported by facts.

The IRC document appears to be an attempt to mine public law for any conceivable 
material from which to construct a roadblock, without any reasonable constraint.  
Indeed, the document was crafted by IRC attorneys with the apparent direction of IRC 
Commissioners to find all possible objections, no matter how insignificant or 
unrealistic, to “stop” the AAF project.  This obvious imbalance is clear from the lack of 
any statements identifying the many clear benefits to the public. 

The IRC Commissioners' opposition is being fostered by a public whipped into a frenzy 
by irresponsible local newspaper opposition abetted by a small band of angry opponents
 who speak at every public meeting, maintain a website (Florida Not All Aboard, 
FNAA) and hold public meetings to gather petition signatures based on false 
information (FNAA “Fact Sheet") spread at those meetings.  Such petitions hold no 
value whatsoever as they gather signatures of an emotional public acting under false 
pretenses.  I have included below as an attachment my critique/analysis of the contents 
of the FNAA “Fact Sheet” (When “Facts” Are “Fantasy”.pdf).  I believe the petition 
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Bob Webster
2881 St. Barts Square
Vero Beach, FL  32967-7583
(772) 299-4422


Additional information:
















When “Facts” Are “Fantasy”


“Florida Not All Aboard” (FNAA) claims to “vet” material for accuracy so the public has an objective 
nonpartisan view of the All Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed passenger rail project.  In fact, FNAA’s 
“facts” appear to be nothing but fantasy.


Let’s examine “facts” claimed by FNAA www.floridanotallaboard.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/
FNAA_FactSheet.pdf (as of Sunday, October 19, 2014):


FNAA “fact”:


“What's ‘All Aboard Florida?’  A proposal for 32 passenger trains a day on the existing 
Florida East Coast tracks between Miami and Cocoa.  New track will be built from Cocoa to 
Orlando along SR 528.  Passenger trains will run during the day and share the tracks with 
the freight trains, which run on a 24-hour schedule.  AFF says the passenger trains will be 
‘high-speed’, traveling up to 125 mph, but given the number of bridges and road crossings, 
those high speeds are hard to imagine.”


The real facts:


AAF will operate in three different zones each with a different maximum speed set by Federal 
Railroad Administration regulations.  The fastest speed (125 mph) will occur on the new 
Cocoa to Orlando (FL 528) corridor where there will be no grade crossings.  Speeds faster 
than 125 mph are beyond the technology limit for diesel-electric locomotives to be used by 
AAF.  Higher speeds are currently only possible with electrified high speed rail.  Along the 
FEC Palm Beach to Cocoa corridor the maximum speed limit is 110 mph (the FRA limit for 
rail speeds where road crossings exist.  Crossing improvements required by the FRA include 
Sealed Corridor compliance which, together with advanced rail monitoring and Positive Train 
Control (PTC) to be installed by AAF, will considerably improve safety of every road crossing.


FNAA “fact”:  “Who owns AAF?  Fortress Investment Group, the owner of Florida East Coast 
Railroad and a publicly traded, New York City-based investment firm.”


The real facts:


The FNAA statement of ownership is both true and entirely irrelevant as it provides no 
legitimate basis to oppose AAF.


FNAA “fact”:  “Will this be privately financed?  No, AFF [sic] has applied for federal government 
financing which is reportedly around $1.5 billion. They will use this, in part, to build a second track on 
the right-of-way their [sic] already own.”


The real facts:


AAF is a privately owned and operated high speed passenger transportation system that will 
use a mix of Private Activity Bond (PAB) funding and, if necessary, RRIF loans to secure 
required funding for this project.  A RRIF loan is neither a subsidy nor government handout 
(i.e., it is not a grant).  RRIF loans are secured by a combination of payment of an up-front 
“risk premium” and collateral offered for loan security.  Loans are paid back at market rates.  
The RRIF program was established by Congress in 1998 for just such projects as AAF.  To 



http://www.floridanotallaboard.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/FNAA_FactSheet.pdf





oppose AAF on the basis of their RRIF loan application is like opposing your neighbor’s 
application for a FHA or VA mortgage.


FNAA “fact”:  “Where are the train stations? Orlando, Miami, West Palm Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale.”


The real facts:


New transit stations are being built in Miami, Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale and in the new 
intermodal terminal at Orlando International Airport (MCO).  Intercity operations between 
these stations will offer initial service to the densely populated areas of South Florida and 
Orlando.  Nothing prohibits AAF from future service expansion to the west, the north and 
within the current corridor between Palm Beach and Cocoa.


FNAA “fact”:  Will the freight trains continue to operate on the same rail? Freight trains will also 
travel along the corridor and are expected to stop at several designated locations allowing passenger 
trains to pass. The combined number of trains is estimated to be greater than 45 per day.


The real facts:  


FEC freights will not be “expected to stop at several designated locations allowing passenger 
trains to pass.”  That is entirely fiction.  With the installation of PTC, and mainline double-
tracking (and limited triple-tracking where no grade crossings exist), both freight and 
passenger rail operations will proceed at designed speeds with no necessity for stopping in 
deference to any other scheduled train.  At current freight operation frequency, initial service 
will have 14 (seven in each direction) freight and 32 (16 in each direction) passenger trains 
per day.  The improved rail corridor will be ample to handle that traffic.


FNAA “fact”:  “What about Emergency Response times? This is a great concern for many of the 
communities.  More trains and longer freight trains could mean a much slower response time and 
some communities will be split in half.” 


The real facts:


Road closure time for the short AAF trainset is about 48 seconds, most of which is for gates 
to open and close (AAF transit past a point at 106.6 mph is just 5.8 seconds).  Over the 15 
hours of operation, 97.2% of the time a gate will not be closed for an AAF train.  When a 
traveler does encounter a gate closure for an AAF train, the average wait time will be a mere 
24 seconds, much shorter than the average for many traffic lights.  If freights increase from 
8150’ to just 10560’ and the number of daily freights increases to what it was just eight years 
ago (24 per day), the combined daily gate closure time for 32 AAF trains plus 24 faster FEC 
trains will be virtually identical to daily gate closure time for 24 FEC freights moving at current 
speeds (72.7 vs. 71.1 minutes per day).


FNAA “fact”:  “What about boat traffic passing under rail bridges? More trains will mean less time 
for the bridges to open.”


The real facts:


While there will be more bridge closures, improvements to equipment to shorten opening/
closing times together with better notification of scheduled bridge openings should help offset 







any inconvenience.  The same facts apply to bridge closing as for grade crossing closures.  
In the recent past as many as 24 freight trains per day closed bridges for longer periods of 
time.  The faster operational speeds coupled with improved notification and bridge operating 
times should minimize any inconvenience.


FNAA “fact”:  “What safeguards will be put into place?  An environmental impact study is underway 
for the entire project from Miami to Orlando and mitigation plans have yet to be released.  Preliminary 
EIS is expected this spring, and a comment period will allow concerns to be recorded.  Concerns can 
be recorded during public scheduled meeting and submitted to FRA through using the internet.”


The real facts:


This FNAA statement does not answer its own question!  The Draft EIS has been available to 
the public since September.  The FNAA statement is accurate insofar as it describes the 
review of the DEIS.  To address the question does not require the DEIS.  Safeguards to be 
put in place by AAF include:


1. Installation of PTC before the date mandated by the FRA.  This is a significant 
improvement in train operational safety with use of GPS to locate every train at every 
moment and electronic devices to identify track blockages with sufficient advance warning 
to prevent a collision.


2. Grade crossings upgraded to meet the FRA’s Sealed Corridor guidance.  This will prevent 
drivers from attempting to weave around closed crossing gates (the number one cause of 
collisions and fatalities at grade crossings).


3. Higher safe operational speeds and shorter closure times of grade crossings for all trains, 
both freight and passenger.


4. AAF will comply with all 53 Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Mitigation Measures 
detailed in the DEIS (pages 7-2 & 7-3) for both construction and operational phases of 
AAF.


FNAA “fact”:  “How loud are the train horns?”  Noise pollution from train horns will be 96-110 
decibels, which is equivalent to a power saw at three feet.  Warning horns must blow at every 
crossing.  Anything done to reduce the noise such as building Quiet Zones must be paid by the local 
taxpayers.”


The real facts:


AAF installed Sealed Corridor upgrades entirely eliminate or dramatically reduce public costs 
for Quiet Zones that silence both freight and passenger train horns.


The reality is quite different from the misrepresentations of this FNAA “fact”.


FNAA “fact”:  “What are Quiet Zones and who pays for them? Quiet zones are installed at grade 
crossings and simulate actual train horn sounds, eliminating the need for the train operator to blow 
the horn. Communities can install quiet zones at the taxpayer’s expense at $100,000's per 
installation.”







The real facts:


Quiet Zones are not “installed” they are designated by the FRA after grade crossing 
improvements have been made to improve public and rail safety by eliminating collisions.  As 
stated above, Sealed Corridor compliance being constructed at AAF’s cost are virtually 
identical to requirements needed to upgrade a crossing to meet Quiet Zone requirements.  A 
Quiet Zone does not require the sounding of any horn, either on the train or at the crossing.


AAF is working with every community desiring its help to obtain Quiet Zone designations so 
that the process is not unduly delayed and can be performed as quickly and smoothly as 
possible.


FNAA “fact”:  “Can AAF build new or use the westerly tracks that go between West Palm Beach 
to Orlando?”  Yes, but AAF is not considering this option as it does not own them.  Nor are they 
considering building new tracks to the west. 


The real facts:


1. CSX, operates freight service between Miami and Orlando.  CSX is NOT willing to share its 
corridor to provide an alternate high speed passenger rail system.


2. Passenger rail service is normally built where potential passengers live.  The inland route is 
sparsely populated in comparison to the FEC corridor.


Reviewing the FNAA “fact” sheet, one has a difficult time finding any real facts that provide a rational 
basis for objecting to AAF.  The FNAA “fact” sheet is truly a work of fantasy and grossly misrepresents 
the objective facts about AAF.


It is notable that this campaign has garnered over 32,000 petition signatures on the basis of these 
false representations about AAF.  Those petitions are not worth the paper they’re written on because 
they were obtained under false pretenses.


Analysis prepared by:


Bob Webster
2881 St. Barts Square
Vero Beach, FL  32967
(772) 299-4422
bwebster@att.net


Note:


I have no personal stake in the AAF project.  I live within ½-mile of the rail corridor.  My sole motivation is to honor the 
truth and expose the misrepresentations and fabrications that I have found to be the cornerstone of opposition to the AAF 
project.  Should anyone have some real facts that support opposition to AAF, I would be most grateful to know of them.









Why I Support All Aboard Florida (AAF)


The most important question for local communities is:  On balance, will AAF benefit or harm 
our community?


The ultimate determinant whether AAF will serve the interests of the public is whether the 
public will be better off with AAF than without AAF?


What will the future be like without AAF?


• Without Sealed Corridor upgrades, crossing safety will not be improved.


• Florida East Coast (FEC) freight trains operating at current speeds will increase in 
frequency and length as our economy improves and business is impacted by the 
widened Panama Canal and improved South Florida port facilities.


• As more and longer FEC freight trains are added in response to an improved economy, 
current train vibration and noise will continue with greater frequency.


• More and longer freights operating at current speeds will create longer road crossing 
delays.


• More trains create more horn noise at road crossings (by regulation, four blasts per 
crossing).  According to Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) data, horns are generally 
100 times louder than the sound of a freight train moving 50 mph.


• No future AAF transit station for Vero Beach means no alternative to highway 
transportation for travel to Orlando, Palm Beach, Ft. Lauderdale, or Miami.  This is 
particularly restricting for elderly and disabled who are unable to drive.


• Florida will continue to attract more people (vacationers, tourists, and new residents) 
who will create greater future demand for increased highway capacity.


What will the future be like with AAF?


• Improved Public Crossing Safety:  AAF Sealed Corridor upgrades at every road 
crossing together with AAF-installed Positive Train Control (PTC) and advanced rail 
monitoring technology will substantially improve road crossing safety for all trains.


• Decreased Public Cost for Noise Abatement:  Sealed Corridor upgrades will entirely 
eliminate or dramatically reduce public construction costs for Quiet Zones that silence 
all train horns.


• Reduced Vibration:  AAF’s improved track alignment and rail separation tolerances 
together with enhanced wheel and rail maintenance will reduce vibrations and 
accompanying noise from all trains.


• Freight Public Road Crossing Closure Time:  AAF’s rail and crossing improvements 
will enable longer two-mile freights operating at higher speeds to maintain current 
closure time of today’s shorter FEC freights.







• Minimal AAF Public Road Closure Impact:  Road closures from two additional hourly 
AAF trains will total only 96 seconds per hour of operation, insuring drivers a greater 
than 97% chance they will not encounter a road closed for an AAF train.  If you were to 
encounter a gate closed for an AAF train, your typical wait time for it to reopen would be 
just 24 seconds.


• Continuous Train Movement:  AAF will double-track the entire FEC corridor north of 
Palm Beach and add some triple-track mainlines where no road crossings exist.  These 
improvements will allow all trains to move continuously at normal operating speeds with 
no trains blocking crossings while waiting for other trains to pass.


• Improved Transportation Options:  Future AAF transit stations north of Palm Beach 
for a limited number of AAF trains would create transportation alternatives for residents 
who travel to Orlando and Southeast Florida.  State-of-the-art accessibility features will 
allow disabled the full use of passenger cars and transit stations.


• Property Value & Tax Revenue:  Both residential and commercial property values 
typically increase in areas near transit stations.


• Deferred Public Costs for Road Construction:  AAF passenger service will reduce 
pressure for more highway capacity and defer the need to add more lanes to I-95 and 
US-1.


These facts support a better future with AAF than without AAF.   Clearly, AAF will benefit 
both riders and the non-riding public, both of which will be better off with AAF than without AAF.


For these reasons, I support a better future with All Aboard Florida.


Bob Webster
2881 St. Barts Square (less than ½ mile from 65th Street rail crossing)
Vero Beach, FL  32967
(772) 299-4422
bwebster@att.net
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signatures and most public opposition to AAF is based on misinformation of opposition 
groups combined with distortions deliberately disseminated by local newspapers 
(Scripps) for the purpose of increasing circulation.

Comments:

While I found some minor inconsistencies in the DEIS, I’ve found them to be trivial, 
non-substantive and not unusual for a document/undertaking of the magnitude required 
to produce the DEIS.

A few issues that I believe merit further analysis:

1. A discussion of protections/mitigations for significant public use areas (e.g., parks 
and playgrounds) in close proximity to the high speed train corridor.  This is a public 
safety issue that should be addressed.

2. A discussion of protections/mitigations for well-used footpaths and bicycle lanes.  
These lanes/pathways created by regular use are not at regular road crossings and 
generally amount to trespassing on the rail corridor ROW.  Nevertheless, these do exist, 
are known to local officials/police/sheriffs and are generally used by lower-income 
people whose primary transportation option is by foot.  This is a public safety issue that 
should be addressed.

3. Analysis of the impact of construction on the “Vero Man” site (prehistoric site of 
significance in Vero Beach, FL).

I believe the DEIS adequately covered alternatives to the route chosen for AAF (from 
Palm Beach to Orlando).  The IRC critique suggests the CSX, I-95 and Florida Turnpike
 corridors would be viable alternatives without any consideration to the fact that CSX 
does not want its corridor used for such purposes and the sparsely-populated I-95 and 
Florida Turnpike alternatives provide no opportunity for transit stops for limited trains 
to support future increases in public transportation needs.  Furthermore, the use of 
highway corridors presents significant construction/design obstacles at every road 
crossing/interchange location to avoid rail/highway road crossings.  The East-West 
route from Orlando to Cocoa (Brevard County) is an example of following a highway 
corridor and avoiding any road crossings at grade.  Compared with the I-95 and FL 
Turnpike corridors, that route has few roads that transverse the FL 528 corridor in the 
areas of required rail construction.

My reasons for supporting the AAF project are based on a information contained in the 
DEIS, information gathered from AAF sources, and my own analyses (I am a retired 
systems analyst with the DoD).  They are summarized below and contained in the 
attached document, "Why I Support AAF.pdf”.

The most important question for local communities is:  On balance, will AAF benefit or 
harm our community?

The ultimate determinant whether AAF will serve the interests of the public is whether 
the public will be better off with AAF than without AAF?



What will the future be like without AAF?

• Without Sealed Corridor upgrades, crossing safety will not be improved.

• Florida East Coast (FEC) freight trains operating at current speeds will increase in 
frequency and length as our economy improves and business is impacted by the 
widened Panama Canal and improved South Florida port facilities.

• As more and longer FEC freight trains are added in response to an improved economy,
 current train vibration and noise will continue with greater frequency.

• More and longer freights operating at current speeds will create longer road crossing 
delays.

• More trains create more horn noise at road crossings (by regulation, four blasts per 
crossing).  According to Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) data, horns are 
generally 100 times louder than the sound of a freight train moving 50 mph.

• No future AAF transit station for Vero Beach means no alternative to highway 
transportation for travel to Orlando, Palm Beach, Ft. Lauderdale, or Miami.  This is 
particularly restricting for elderly and disabled who are unable to drive.

• Florida will continue to attract more people (vacationers, tourists, and new residents) 
who will create greater future demand for costly increased highway capacity.

What will the future be like with AAF?

• Improved Public Crossing Safety:  AAF Sealed Corridor upgrades at every road 
crossing together with AAF-installed Positive Train Control (PTC) and advanced rail 
monitoring technology will substantially improve road crossing safety for all trains.

• Decreased Public Cost for Noise Abatement:  Sealed Corridor upgrades will entirely
 eliminate or dramatically reduce public construction costs for Quiet Zones that silence 
all train horns.

• Reduced Vibration:  AAF’s improved track alignment and rail separation tolerances 
together with enhanced wheel and rail maintenance will reduce vibrations and 
accompanying noise from all trains.

• Freight Public Road Crossing Closure Time:  AAF’s rail and crossing 
improvements will enable longer two-mile freights operating at higher speeds to 
maintain current closure time of today’s shorter FEC freights.

• Minimal AAF Public Road Closure Impact:  Road closures from two additional 
hourly AAF trains will total only 96 seconds per hour of operation, insuring drivers a 
greater than 97% chance they will not encounter a road closed for an AAF train.  If you
 were to encounter a gate closed for an AAF train, your typical wait time for it to reopen
 would be just 24 seconds.

• Continuous Train Movement:  AAF will double-track the entire FEC corridor north 



of Palm Beach and add some triple-track mainlines where no road crossings exist.  
These improvements will allow all trains to move continuously at normal operating 
speeds with no trains blocking crossings while waiting for other trains to pass.

• Improved Transportation Options:  Future AAF transit stations north of Palm 
Beach for a limited number of AAF trains would create transportation alternatives for 
residents who travel to Orlando and Southeast Florida.  State-of-the-art accessibility 
features will allow disabled the full use of passenger cars and transit stations.

• Property Value & Tax Revenue:  Both residential and commercial property values 
typically increase in areas near transit stations.

• Deferred Public Costs for Road Construction:  AAF passenger service will reduce 
pressure for more highway capacity and defer the need to add more lanes to I-95 and 
US-1.

These facts support a better future with AAF than without AAF.  Clearly, AAF will 
benefit both riders and the non-riding public, both of which will be better off with AAF 
than without AAF.

For these reasons, I support a better future with All Aboard Florida.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments,



From: artlemire@juno.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA IS A BAD NEWS
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:16:39 AM

Between the added noise and the road closing 32 times a day, ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
 is going to inconvenience, 32 times a day, far more people every single day then it will
 service! It is a very bad news for all the communities it is going to pass through!

____________________________________________________________
Odd Trick Fights Diabetes
"Unique" Proven Method To Control Blood Sugar In 3 Weeks. Watch Video.
DiabetesProtocol.com
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From: Byrne Kathleen
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is a very bad idea
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:23:14 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,

Even in heavily populated areas like the Northeast, passenger rail is a money losing proposition, and you have
 shown little real information regarding projected ridership on your alleged passenger trains.  Who do you think will
 be riding on these trains?  Do you think you will have regular riders, or do you think everyone is visiting Disney
 World?  Anyone flying to Miami could just as well fly to Orlando, and of course no matter where the plane lands, a
 car will be necessary to get around.  So the purpose of the purported passenger trains seems to be to accommodate
 perhaps hundreds of riders per year yet will inconvenience hundreds of thousands of residents day after day after
 day.  At least in the Northeast the Amtraks and the subways can claim that they are facilitating the daily commutes
 of millions of working people, but I do not think you can make that argument here.  Most of the trains in the
 Northeast run underground or on trestles that do not affect regular vehicular traffic, but you are planning at grade
 railroad crossings that will intersect hundreds of roads.  The noise, vibration, environmental effects and dangers of
 this ill-concieved network have not been adequately addressed or have been outright ignored. 

So the real point is that you need to update and build up the tracks so that freight trains can run in an almost
 continuous fashion up and down the most populous areas of eastern Florida.  I don't doubt that freight needs to
 move but there is a time and place for everything, and freight trains can run up and down the center of the state in
 areas that are already being used for major transportation arteries.  Supposedly it is more expensive to build more
 tracks there, and more parcels of land need to be purchased, yet you have the gall to request a "loan" of taxpayer
 money to finance this boondoggle.  As your "passenger" trains lose money more and more of our money will be
 necessary to subside them, all so we can have freights trains running directly through the centers of our Treasure
 Coast cities and towns.  This is not a case of "Not In My Back Yard" - we are saying that we do not want the trains
 in our front yard!

The elected officials in Florida need to listen to their voters - there are better ways to ship freight between Miami
 and Orlando, and if you still cling to the idea that a passenger train between Miami and Orlando is a good idea,
 build it direct and skip the Treasure Coast.  I have no doubt that building railroad tracks and stations will mean jobs
 for Floridians, but those jobs will exist wherever the tracks are built.  Right now the main argument for All Aboard
 Florida is that the tracks already exist, so no further input from our citizens is necessary or justified, but because the
 tracks are already there does not mean the railroads can ignore the communities they pass through.  The time to
 properly tabulate and realize the negative financial, environmental and existential effects this project will have on
 our area is now.  Independent studies of these issues are vital to expose the consequences of your plan. It would be
 very short-sighted of our governor, senators and representatives to listen only to the needs of the railroad company
 and ignore the very real ways the Treasure Coast will be affected by cutting our towns in half, bringing traffic to a
 standstill, holding up emergency vehicles, and wasting our time.

I urge you and the FEC to be good citizens and reconsider your plans for this expensive and destructive project.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Byrne
4841 River Village Drive
Vero Beach, FL

mailto:kmbyrne7@comcast.net
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From: Chris Berkeley
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is an outright scam
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:41:58 PM
Attachments: image001.png

1)      I am a tax payer, resident, and property owner on Huthinson Island.
2)      I am an expert in my trade which is yacht lending.  With that, I have recently financed a large

 RR owner in the
NE, and have done an industry, and trade analysis on this industry.
With this, you should know that no passenger rail road nationally is profitable.  The owners
 are setting up a fraudulently devised investment to intentionally fail so they can flip the
 business to commercial freight at little expense.  This is a fact if you have any type of
 calculating brain.

3)      If you look around the airport, and attractions of the Orlando footprint, very few dade, and
 broward auto tags are there…to say they will use this railroad is speculative, and dangerous
 at best. 

4)      This is an outright joke.  It threatens  peaceful, quiet, convenient, and wealthy waterfront
  communities up and down the S.E. coast by log jamming traffic, creating noise, increasing
 environmental waste, endangering safe areas with more fast pace traffic, spending money
 we do not have.  You are ruining the opportunity to be a yacht owner in Palm City or Stuart
 which many rely on to travel in out of the rail road bridge.  What if an island resident needs
 emergency help to go to hospital, which are not on the island, but blocked by your damn
 railroad???? What then?????????

5)      Dade and Broward Counties already have plenty of resources for entertainment, and travel…
they have airports, ports, sports teams, fishing….The residents will not use this unless it is ½
 the price of fuel for
their own vehicles…which it won’t be.

 

As a St. Lucie County Resident, voter, and tax payer, I am 1,000,000% against this.
All I want from my government is fresh salt water in our estuaries,
 with no Lake O pollution or runoff here, and no additional trains…
Open up your EYES!!!!!!!!!!!  This is a BAD IDEA!!!!!!!!!!!!
If this goes thru, I hope your initial run is a massive train wreck with the inside managers and gov’t
 officials on board.
This is a sleazy, nasty, poorly constructed idea to ruin the SE FL coast (one of the prettiest areas in
 the US let alone FL)….thanks a lot!!!!!
 
Chris Berkeley
Cell (772) 559-8588
cb@boatloans.net

mailto:CBerkeley@boatloans.net
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124A North 2nd Street
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Phone (888) 587-LOAN (5626)
Fax   (772) 464-6907
 



From: Brian Clancy
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is great for Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:27:21 PM

Florida has many blessings. One that it does not have is a first-rate mass transit system.
 Now is the time. If this fails, you are condemning more and more people to drive more and
 more cars on the same few highway corridors. Please approve All Aboard's plans.

Brian Clancy
5303 Myrtlewood Cir E
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33418

Brian Clancy
c (609) 638-2885

mailto:clancyb@gmail.com
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From: William Ponsoldt
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida is in violation of the 5th and 14th amendments to the constitution of the United States of

 America
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:40:09 PM

Gentlemen,
The due process provisions of the above referenced sections of the Constitution state in part---
"Nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation"

We are the small business owners of an office warehouse located in Contractors Showcase on Decker Ave, Stuart
 Florida located 20 feet from the Railroad Tracks.

Please be advised that approval of the All aboard Florida plan as it now exists will constitute a "taking" and we
 expect to be compensated.  Alternatively please reject the project in its current form.

Southeast Capital Fund
By William R. Ponsoldt
772-812-6000

mailto:ponsoldt@yahoo.com
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From: Diane Riggan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is Misrepresenting the Facts
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:56:32 AM

To: John Winkle
      Federal Railroad Administration
      1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
      Room W38-311
      Washington, DC 20590

Mr. Winkle,

I wish you had been there when more than 500 residents came to community meeting at the Blake Library in Martin
 Co. Florida several months ago. They asked questions but there were no answers from the experts on hand.

I wish you had come to the meeting at the Kane Center in Martin County Florida just a few months ago. Over 800
 people stood in line for hours, parking lot overflowed forcing people to park up and down a busy county road and
 walk to the community center. All of this just to find out they could sit down and fill out a survey - they did.

Maybe you heard about the organized effort to show how upset boaters are when nearly 100 boats congregated near
 the Roosevelt Bridge that parallels the Florida East Coast Railroad train bridge over the St. Lucie River, part of the
 Federal waterway system.

Did you know that the clearance under that bridge when lowered for the train is less than 7 feet. Most boats cannot
 get under the bridge to get to the Atlantic Ocean or to go west to Lake Okeechobee or to the west coast of Florida
 and beyond.

Did you know that approximately 7 minutes before the train passes over the bridge the siren sounds and warns
 boaters the bridge will lower until the train passes. The system is automated and connected to a system based in
 Jacksonville Florida hundreds of miles away.

At times the bridge stays down way beyond the time a train should have passed or has passed. There are times when
 the bridge stays down in excess of 30 minutes with no train in sight.

Traffic backs up along federal highway US 1 that runs north and south and small roads criss cross it for hundreds of
 miles. Hospitals, police departments, EMT's, the Coast Guard all these emergency services are impacted and their
 response to emergencies on and off the water is delayed.

In addition to the noise, the hazard, the vibration caused by the frequency of the trains the final insult is that Florida
 East Coast RR does not see this county or several others as providing potential customers and therefore there are no
 stops. They claim making more stops would then not allow them to live up to their promise of their Miami to
 Orlando in 3 hour run.

I don't think they are realistic given all the twists and turns the trains experience now.

For those of us who bought homes in a quiet small community with easy access to doctors and hospitals and
 entertainment such as small theatres and restautants it will all come to a screaming halt with the 14 current freight
 trains that run day and night added to the 32 trains running from 0600-2100 hours daily.

The bridge over the St. Lucie waterway is over 100 years old and it's giant rusted cogs and wheels turn slowly to
 raise and lower the bridge. We worry the bridge will not hold up to this schedule and if it becomes inoperative and
 stays lowered thousands of residents in Martin County Florida alone will be cut off from the ocean and intercoastal
 waterway.

mailto:diane@riggangroup.com
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Property values are fluctuating as a result, those who bought homes on canals where they keep their boats are
 nervous because they could be isolated if the bridge breaks down or even by the sheer volume of trains that will
 operate. Each train will cause the bridge to be down no less than 12 minutes for each train. Add that up with 2
 passenger trains an hour plus current freight trains, that translates into more than 30 minutes an hour the bridge and
 train crossings will be down.

It is a nightmare.

We recently witnessed a tragic sailboat fire in an anchorage west of the FEC bridge. A child died onboard. He could
 not escape the smoke and flames that drove his parents off the boat. For nearly an hour we watched the dockmaster,
 Coast Guard and various agencies try to extinguish the fire and prevent it from damaging other boats. With that
 bridge down and no one from the railroad to contact none of the emergency responders would have gotten to the
 boat.

No one could have saved Charley the child who died but at least responders could get to it. Who will be held
 responsible when the bridge is down waiting for a train and a home or boat on the water goes up in flames, or a
 boater suffers a heart attack and no one can get to them.

Please make All Aboard Florida present a real environmental survey not one that favors their position. Do not help
 kill a community which is what this proposed train service will do.

Do your own fact checking, talk to the communities and the Coast Guard.

Thank you for your time,

Diane Riggan
Palm City, Florida
Homeowner, year round resident, member of an all volunteer DHS organization that teaches boating safety and
   patrols the waterways for the community

1787 SW Waterfall Blvd
Palm City, Fl 34990

772-223-1364 h



From: Kirkpatrick, Brian
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is supported by Floridians
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 2:27:23 PM
Attachments: image866942.gif@f6406af3.cb6a4c98

I would like to express my strong support for All Aboard Florida. The project would re-establish
 passenger rail between two of the state’s most congested, visited and populated regions. This new
 service would have beneficial social and economic impacts for the millions of residents that travel
 along the state’s east coast.

Please lend your support to this project.

Thank you,

 

Brian Kirkpatrick, PE
Engineer
1715 N Westshore Blvd, Suite 500
Tampa, FL  33607
Phone: 813-636-2645 / Mobile: 813-309-2937
brian.kirkpatrick@rsandh.com

Visit our website at www.rsandh.com
Connect with RS&H on Facebook Twitter LinkedIn

__________
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From: Lauren Dunaj
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida is Vital to the Future of Florida
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 6:16:31 PM

I am writing in strong support of All Aboard Florida.
 
All Aboard Florida will have significant economic benefits on the state. With more than $6 billion in
 positive economic impact for the state over the next eight years, findings indicate that the
 passenger rail line will serve as an engine for growth and prosperity for Florida cities and local
 governments. Additionally, the project is expected to create more than 10,000 jobs on average per
 year during rail-line construction set to begin mid-2014 through mid- 2016.
 
The All Aboard Florida project will add nearly $3.5 billion in GDP to the state of Florida's economy, in
 addition to an estimated $2 billion in labor income and over $600 million in tax revenues for
 Federal, State and Local Governments through 2021.
 
All Aboard Florida will serve the transportation needs of the 9 million residents along the corridor,
 along with the 50 million who already travel between and within the project's planned route on an
 annual basis.
 
As population and visitor-ship continues to grow, we must look for ways to move people throughout
 our region, the state and our country to maintain a high quality of life and increase economic
 opportunities. All Aboard Florida will be a major solution to solving our region's current and future
 mobility problems.
 
This project will truly transform the state of Florida and how residents and visitors alike live, work
 and travel. I am so excited for the day when we can travel throughout the state (especially to get to
 Orlando quickly and efficiently from South Florida) by train.
 
LAUREN DUNAJ, APR // ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT // TRAVEL/LIFESTYLE
T 954 765 3636  F 954 765 3441
110 E. BROWARD BLVD, STE 1950, FOR LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 // @FinnPartners
  
M SILVER // A DIVISION OF FINN PARTNERS
PR News Agency of the Year / Holmes Report Best New Agency to Work For
Learn more at www.finnpartners.com
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From: mcnenneyminute@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida issue
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:25:55 PM

As a resident of Sebastian, Florida (a city of over 25,000 inhabitants), located in
 Indian River County (where over 100,000 people live and work), I want to express my
 vehement opposition to the Government providing any kind of financial assistance to
 the proposed passenger train service between Miami and Orlando.  Although I am
 not opposed to passenger train service between main cities in Florida, I am
 vehemently opposed to the proposed All Aboard Florida project overall for the
 following main reasons:
 
1.  The corridor selected by All Aboard Florida runs through many, many cities and
 towns on the East Coast, creating all sorts of negative impacts. (I'll mention below
 particularly  those as they affect us in the City of Sebastian, Indian River County and
 the rest of the Treasure Coast of Florida.)  A more "positive" corridor, which
 eliminates most, if not all negative impacts associated with the proposed East Coast
 corridor, would be along the Florida Turnpike.  I am fully aware that All Aboard
 Florida parent company does not own rail tracks along this alternative route, but the
 Government could financially assist with this alternative.
 
2.  In our City of Sebastian, all the hospital facilities and most medical doctors are on
 the east side of the railroad tracks, while most of the city dwellers live on the west
 side of these tracks.  This creates a very serious negative impact in case of an
 emergency where every minute, indeed every second counts, particularly since there
 are so many senior citizens living in our community.
 
3.  Same as point # 2 above in regards to our business area.  Most of our businesses
 (including restaurants, pharmacies, hotels, grocery stores, and many others,
 including Wal-Mart and home Depot)  are on the east side of the tracks, while, again,
 most of our city dwellers live on the west side of the tracks.
 
4.  Our City of Sebastian's economy depends to a large extend on tourism as
 reflected in our fishing facilities, hotels, restaurants, main city park where all
 important functions (such as art shows and many other activities) all of which  attract
 tourists and out-of-town folks to our city.  As mentioned in point # 3 above, all these
 facilities that attract tourism and out-of-town folks to our city are located on the east
 side of the tracks, while the main connecting road ( I-95) is on the west side of the
 tracks.
 
5. The closeness of many of our businesses and hotels and restaurants are  close to
 the railroad tracks.  Having 32 daily high-speed passenger trains going by, in addition
 to the freight trains (which are expected to increase once the Panama Canal
 expansion as well as the corresponding expansion of the ports to the south of the
 Treasure Coast --Miami, Palm Beach, etc,-- is completed) will most definitely
 contribute to the negative impacts of the All Aboard Florida proposed project.

mailto:mcnenneyminute@comcast.net
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6.  I question the "fairness and thoroughness" of the study conducted on behalf of the
 Government by a consulting firm that was selected by All Aboard Florida---if nothing
 else, the appearance of "conflict of interest" is certainly an issue.
 
7.  In regards to what All Aboard Florida is proposing regarding their investing in
 improving the railroad crossings, making them safer, less noisy, etc. is very silent in
 regards to our City of Sebastian, and indeed Indian River County.  Furthermore, the
 costs associated with the maintenance of those rail crossings improvements will be
 directly absorbed by our city and county, along all the other cities and counties in the
 proposed corridor, with no benefit whatsoever to all the cities and counties in the
 Treasure Coast, since the trains will not be stopping at all, hence no stations to be
 built, nor other infrastructure that will be built in Miami-Dade, Brevard, Palm Beach
 and Orange counties. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.'
 
Dennis McNenney
709 Brush Foot Drive
Sebastian, Florida 32958



From: Chris Pope
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida letter
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:51:24 PM
Attachments: All Aboard Florida letter.docx

Please read attached letter.
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December 2, 2014





Mr. John Winkle

Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.

Room W38-311

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida



Dear Mr. Winkle:

I am writing to protest the All Aboard Florida plans to beef up and expand the existing railroad tracks from Cocoa to West Palm Beach with the goal of increasing train traffic along the existing Florida East Coast corridor.  The proposed increases are not small increases; adding 32 passenger trains while also increasing the number of freight trains is totally unacceptable through an already congested route that passes through so many busy historic downtowns.  Since this route is the most economically feasible and will most likely be the most profitable for the privately owned and managed All Aboard Florida it appears to be the only route being seriously considered for the increased traffic.  This is not fair to the taxpayers who will be asked to finance the loans to build this boondoggle.  This is not fair to the people who live in and are proud of these historic towns.  This is not fair to those who live on the opposite side of the tracks from their local hospital.  I can go on and on.  Why not use the existing CXS railroad tracks that run down the unincorporated center of the state where the only thing the trains will endanger is wildlife, not humans?

This proposed project has not been fully or properly vetted.  As with so many government-approved  projects, the approval and money goes to the business with the most government connections, NOT the business that is doing its due diligence to benefit the area and the people it is supposed to serve.

Shame on you for even considering All Aboard Florida’s expansion down the Florida East Coast corridor!

Sincerely,

Chris Pope

2305 46th Ave.

Vero Beach, FL 32966



From: Mary Ellen McCarthy
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: ricksworld@comcast.net
Subject: All Aboard Florida needs to be stopped NOW!
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:07:39 PM

We have recently moved to Florida from Connecticut. We have owned our place in Vero
 Beach since 1997 and our parents have been renting since then.  We visited regularly until
 2010, when I began spending the winters here, caring for my elderly mom and dad.  I am a
 part of the Vero Beach community and All Aboard Florida is something to which I am very
 much opposed.
 
Not only is it troubling to consider the disruption of our peaceful downtown 32 times
 daily, traffic tied up, ambulances and firetrucks being boxed in, this enterprise could not
 possibly succeed with the numbers of travelers required to make a profit.  Frank Cerabino
 of the Palm Beach Post put it the best: “3.47 million is the line’s conservative estimate of
 expected riders for the year  … 9509 riders a day…. Each train car filled with 297 riders…
 9:00 pm southbound train pulling into West Palm Beach on a Monday in late August….?” 
 He doesn’t think so, nor does anyone else.
 
Solutions, such as using tracks further west of the coastal towns make some sense, but to
 spend the type of money AAF is proposing, simply doesn’t add up to a viable business
 plan.
 
I join my friends, neighbors and tens of thousands of Treasure Coast inhabitants in
 vehemently opposing this venture.
 
Mary Ellen McCarthy
1001 Bay Road Unit 306B
Vero Beach, FL 32963
772-234-1168
 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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From: Jeff Johnson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida NEEDS to go WEST of West Palm Beach and through the center of the State!
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 3:02:47 AM

Dear Sirs,

All Aboard Florida’s proposal to provide intercity passenger rail 
service between Miami and Orlando. Although Martin County is located along the proposed route, 
there are no stops on the Treasure Coast. Should the project be approved as proposed, trains will
 race 
through our County, speeding through the heart of our most-densely populated communities,
 including 
Rio, Hobe Sound, Stuart, Jensen Beach and Port Salerno. Martin County’s concerns about this
 project 
include its potential negative impact to public safety, our environment, local marine traffic, our 
economy and our quality of life, among others.

We request you to please decline the train service through Martin county.

Thank you for helping us!

Best Regards, Jeff Johnson
Cell 772-475-3513
Resident of Martin county
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From: Preston Orrick
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida needs to move rails west of downtown Vero Beach
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 4:38:17 PM

You cannot drive 32 high speed freight trains daily through the middle of populated Vero Beach downtown (and
 Stuart and Port St. Lucie downtowns)!  Beyond the safety issues, it will diminish all business revenue as well as
 hinder simple east to west automobile traffic.  In other words it will diminish each of these towns’ downtown.

Please consider moving the Treasure Coast segment of the rails to the west perhaps in line with Route 95.

Thank you,

Preston Orrick
Vero Beach, FL

--
Regards,
Preston Orrick

Cell: 772-480-6277
E-Mail: prestonorrick@yahoo.com

mailto:prestonorrick@yahoo.com
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From: Peter Orrick
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida needs to move rails west of downtown Vero Beach
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:49:28 PM

You cannot drive 32 high speed freight trains daily through the middle of populated Vero
 Beach downtown (and Stuart and Port St. Lucie downtowns)!  Beyond the safety issues, it will
 diminish all business revenue as well as hinder simple east to west automobile traffic.  In
 other words it will diminish each of these towns’ downtown.
 
Please consider moving the Treasure Coast segment of the rails to the west perhaps in line
 with Route 95.
 
Thank you,
 
Peter Orrick
Vero Beach, FL

mailto:peter@peterorrick.com
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From: Terry
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard florida not wanted in brevard county
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:36:56 PM

Your all aboard florida rail line is not needed nor wanted in brevard county. My husband and I purchased a mobile
 home in a retirement community 6 months ago and it is by the railroad tracks. The trains that run now are tolerable,
 but to increase them to18more each day each way is ridiculous. It is only going to increase traffic and safety
 concerns along with the constant noise issue. It is not going to help brevard county in ANY way. If this goes
 forward, you can purchase my home for a substantial amount and YOU can live there and put up with it!!!!! 
 Thanks but no thanks on the train!

Sent from my Verizon Wireless Device
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From: s.garrett@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John Winkle; Andrew W Phillips; David Keys; Evelyn Smart; Allan Nagy; James

 Christian; Benito Cunill; Gavin Jamesg; Mueller Heinz; John Wrublik; Charles Kelso
Cc: CongressmanPatrick Murphy; Bill@BillNelson.senate.gov; Rick Scott; Negron Joe web;

 GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; MaryLynn Magar; elzer@gate.net; president@whitehouse.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida Objections
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:06:26 PM

My family lives in Stuart, Fl. For those of you not familiar with Stuart and Martin
 County, this is a very nice place to live and work. Both the town and the county are
 well run by environmentally conscience people and the quality of life is envious as a
 result. Of course there are always the assaults by big business, real estate
 developers, and agri farm businesses that seek to change things in order to forward
 their own selfish interests in the name of profits. They have succeeded further south
 which is why most towns and cities south of Stuart on the east coast are already
 beyond repair and the quality of life for most middle class citizens is not what it used
 to be. All Aboard Florida's plans to run a high speed train service right through the
 center of town is the latest attempt for big business to profit at the expense of local
 quality of life. Although billed as a passenger train service we all know that is a ruse
 in order to influence those involved in the decision making process. Florida has very
 effective North-South transportation corridors with I-95 and the Fl Turnpike. Nobody
 will ride this train. It is really a freight service designed to bring profit to the few at the
 expense of many. You all have a responsibility to recognize attempts like this for
 what they are and not allow the significant degradation of the quality of life of the
 several small, but vibrant communities that will be impacted. Go home tonight and
 ask your families if they would like three trains per hour travelling at 100 MPH plus to
 go through their town. There is plenty of vacant RR track space further west of these
 communities that could be utilized as a win-win solution for all. Please do not fall prey
 to the deep pocket development virus that has all but ruined the SE coast of Fl. 
My family requests that the U.S. DOT and FRA deny both the $1.6Billion government-
backed loan and the proposed $1.75Billion tax-exempt bonding for All Aboard.  All
 Aboard Florida has failed to establish viability for a private high-speed passenger
 train service.  No privately-funded, high-speed coastal passenger railroad services
 have been successful in the U.S. for more than 80 years.
 
The "Draft Environmental Impact Statement" (DEIS) does not provide accurate,
 sufficient data and analysis to justify the financial backing.  The All Aboard DEIS
 also does not provide accurate, needed data regarding

-  traffic safety including RR crossings at signalized and round-a-bout
 intersections. 
-  boat navigation and aging RR Bridges - the modeling is inaccurate.  
-  natural resources - the impact to rare and endangered species is disregarded.
  
-  environmental justice - the impacts to disadvantaged neighborhoods and
 small businesses are disproportionately high.
-  air and pollution from traffic delays is overlooked.   
 

 
Thank you for putting common sense and conscience ahead of big dollar influence!
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Sincerely,

Steve Garrett



From: Sondra MacArtney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida objections
Date: Sunday, November 23, 2014 6:50:37 PM

                                                                                          Sondra L. MacArtney
                                                                                          2174 SW Whitemarsh Way
                                                                                          Palm City, Florida
 34990                                                                                                 
                                                                                          November 20, 2014
 
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.,
Room W38-31,
Washington, D.C. 20590
 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
All Aboard Florida may be appealing to residents of communities from West Palm Beach
 south to Miami, but to those of us who live in the towns north of West Palm Beach up to
Orlando there is not only no apparent benefit, but the trains will be unbelievably detrimental. 
 There will be no stops in the northern section and thirty-two trains a day going through.  In
 Stuart, having all these trains going through may very well ruin the
downtown area, where the tracks go right through the middle of town.  It will impede our
 access to the hospital, as well as hold up emergency vehicles.
 
Florida has always attracted boaters and millions and millions have been spent here to raise
 the height of bridges to accommodate boats passing under.  Now those boats will be
held up for much longer periods of time than before waiting for the low railroad trestles to go
 up and down.  Will we stop attracting boaters to Florida?
 
The most serious concern, however, is one that we haven’t heard much about.  How many
 more freight trains will be coming through once the new Panama Canal is open?
Then there will be huge amounts of freight coming into Miami and it will be shipped
up North from there.  Thirty-two passenger trains a day will seem like nothing compared
to the amount of freight trains!
 
Why can’t this railroad go through central Florida where it would not be so damaging to
so many communities.  Wasn’t there a plan at one time to run tracks between I95 and the
Florida Turnpike?  And would you need 16 trains a day from Miami to Orlando or vice-
versa?  Passengers could surely have enough choices with two trains in the morning and two
 in the afternoon or evening. 
 
I am enclosing an opinion page from our local newspaper which has many interesting letters
 from local residents.  I hope you will give your most open-minded attention to the
valid concerns  of the area residents.  Thank you.
 
 
                                                                                 Sincerely
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This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus
 protection is active.

http://www.avast.com/
http://www.avast.com/


From: G G
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.Gov
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Opposition
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 4:30:26 AM

 

12/1/2014
 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Room W38---311
Washington D.C. 20590
 
Re:  Opposition to All Aboard Florida Rail Project
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
The Federal Rail Administration is entrusted by the citizens to evaluate rail
 projects for the feasibility and impact to both the environment and local
 communities.  All Aboard Florida is a prime example of a project that has
 dubious motives and negative impact to the coastal communities of Florida. 
 The credibility of the Federal Railroad Administration and you as its leader is in
 the spotlight as citizens await your position on the project. 
 
The project has received much attention from both the communities impacted
 by the project, environmentalists and politicians in the area; all challenging the
 questionable benefits and ridership projections that are being publicized by
 the supporting company that have ulterior motives to move forward with the
 project.  You have the projections from this company and you have the
 numerous opinions from local opposition groups in your possession.  Your job
 now is to evaluate the facts and make a decision based on the facts and the
 impact of the community.
 
If this project was wanted and needed by the community, you would have
 heard a different tone from the impacted communities.  You have instead
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 heard the exact opposite and it is now time for you to make your decision. 
 Based on the facts of this projects, we are counting on you to do the right
 thing and vote against this wasteful project.  
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Greg Greene
Sebastian, Florida
 
 
 
 



From: Patricia Haslam
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida opposition
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 1:45:57 PM

Oct. 31, 2014
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->

ALL ABOARD FLORIDA

<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->

Highly touted;
Greatly  doubted.
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
Thirty-two a day
Plus freight?  No way!
Too many crossings
On east coast way.
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
Down the interior
Far superior.
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
Solution: Better a mono-rail down the median of Florida’s Turnpike.
              Jobs may be created, more stops along the way, greater safety, and maybe more West 
Coast accessibility. 
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
Submitted by Pat Haslam, Vero Beach
In  support of Timothy J.Wilson’s letter to the Press-Journal of Oct. 30, 2014.
<!--[if !supportEmptyParas]--> <!--[endif]-->
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From: Tropicool AC
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida plans for the Treasure Coast in Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 7:22:50 AM

Regarding the disastrous plan of All Aboard Florida/Fortress Investment Group creating a
 route from Miami to Orlando all along the heavily populated Treasure Coast of Florida: 
 SAFETY, SAFETY, SAFETY, is of utmost concern! These additional tracks and trains will simply
 endanger all persons and wildlife who live along this corridor. Adding these passenger and
 freight trains, without numerous mitigating flyovers and/or tunnels, will endanger and ruin
 the lifestyle of residents; first responders will not be able to efficiently respond; those people
 who need to cross the tracks daily, several times a day, either for work or school will be
 subjected to hazards posed by this project. Although a more western route may be more
 costly for AAF, it is the ONLY sensible route and will benefit AAF and residents in the long run.
 The route would be shorter, with less danger and disruption; it would benefit the sparsely
 populated area, creating jobs and services there, and would avoid the disasters that would
 inevitably occur with the planned eastern route; there is more land there for the double
 tracks that will be needed; AAF would not need to spend monies for quiet zones; trains
 carrying hazardous materials would not enter populated areas. PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES SHOULD TRUMP PROFIT!!!! OVER A MILLION PEOPLE IN MARTIN,
 ST lUCIE AND INDIAN RIVER COUNTIES WILL BE NEGATIVELY IMPACTED BY THIS DANGEROUS
 PROJECT. PLEASE MOVE THE TRACKS OUT WEST!
Donna Long
5885 SE General Lee Terrace
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: Hsindt@aol.com
To: OfficeofRPD@dot.gov; AAFcomments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Project Funding
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2014 1:59:18 PM

I understand that All Aboard Florida - Operations LLC (AAF) has applied for $1.6
 billion in federal funds through the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement
 Financing (RRIF) program to fund their proposed Orlando to Miami Intercity
 Passenger Rail Project.  I also understand that AAF has additionally requested DOT
 approval to issue $1.75 billion in tax exempt private activity bonds for the same
 project.
 
To date AAF has not provided details of the estimated capital and operating costs of
 the project and demonstrated its economic viability through an analysis of
 unsubsidized ticket pricing and ridership.  This information should be required for
 DOT, FRA and public review and comment  before approving either of the above
 AAF funding requests.  AAF has previously maintained that this information is
 proprietary, however full disclosure to the public is required if public financing or tax-
exempt status is to be considered. 
 
There are many existing alternative means of transportation available to serve the
 market that AAF proposes to serve, including private auto, bus, light rail and air. 
 Given  the high costs associated with high speed intercity passenger rail projects and
 the relatively small size of the Orlando - Miami market, I believe that it is highly
 unlikely that the AAF project will be economically viable.  The public should not be
 put at risk of a default by AAF on a RRIF loan or required to subsidize an
 uneconomic and unneeded project through tax exempt bonds.
 
Henry Sindt
Palm City, Florida    
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From: Laurie MacDougall
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida project
Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 4:14:52 PM

The All Aboard Florida RR plan will provide nothing but negatives to Stuart and Martin
 County, FL, where I am a resident and registered voter. Not stopping here means we can't
 even be passengers.

What happens to RR crossings that are blocked due to delays or breakdowns? How does that
 affect emergency response vehicles? What about near constant noise of 32 AAF trains per
 day, in addition to increased freight train traffic expected due to Miami Port enhancement?
 How quickly can a high speed train stop in an emergency? Who pays for needed changes to
 crossings--local taxpayers, who get nothing good in return?

Hundreds of fishing boats and sailboats currently pay fees at Stuart's Sunset Marina &
 Moorings and other nearby docks and boatyards. I have stood and watched the time-
consuming process of raising and lowering of the RR bridge on the St. Lucie River
 (Okeechobee Waterway). With only a few minutes per hour (or less) during daylight for
 openings of this bridge, most of those boats will be forced to find other locations. Other
 dockage with the needed depths do not exist locally, so this will result in many leaving the
 area, taking significant funds away from local economy. As owner of a sailboat, I face this
 dilemma myself. But why should I be forced to move my vessel away from the community in
 which I live?

This community and its economy is focused on its waters and boating, and now millions of
 dollars and jobs could be lost. Also how will this AAF plan lower values of home properties
 especially those with docks in the area (and taxes on them that go into local gov't budgets)?
 And what environmental damage could result if this RR bridge, which is old and not designed
 for such heavy use, caused a derailment? 

There are too many scenarios that the AAF project has no answer for, so I urge the Federal RR
 Admin to address these matters carefully, and require that the route be moved inland through
 the "Treasure Coast". I have traveled by Amtrak train on multiple occasions, several thousand
 miles across the US. I would definitely take advantage of a properly designed rail system if it
 stopped in my area, even if I had to drive 10+ miles west of our waterways and cities. A route
 that followed I-95 or Florida Turnpike makes much more sense..

If AAF moved the tracks inland along the Treasure Coast, residents here would be supportive,
 and many like myself would welcome a stop/station to utilize the high speed train. AAF is
 already planning to build new tracks further north; they should be required to do so here.

Loretta MacDougall
23 N. River Rd.
Stuart, FL 34996
lauriemac13@gmail.com
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From: Martha White
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PROJECT
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 1:23:22 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle.
 
Indian River County is about to be subject to 32+ additional high speed trains per
 day going 125 miles per hour with very high horns and very long horns. This will
 impede traffic to and as well as disturb our quality of life - not to mention how it will
 affect property values.
 
 
This supposed "passenger train " (it is truly a cargo train cloaked as a passenger
 train) is going to travel from Orlando over to Daytona and then use our railroad
 tracks from Daytona through Volusia County, Brevard County, Indian River County,
 Martin County without stopping once in any of these counties to pick up or drop off
 passengers and there is no plan in the future to drop off or pick up passengers in
 any of these counties either.
 
If they truly want to have passengers travel quickly from the Orlando Airport to West
 Palm Beach, Miami, etc.  Why don't they have build rail road tracks that cut across
 the state in a more logistically logical manner to expedite the trip, rather than have
 the trains head due east and then go south thru 4 counties that the train will not use
 for a stop?  I am all for mass transportation that is truly that.  This is a business ploy
 for freight trains hidden behind a passenger train front.
Now that the Panama Canal has been widened the amount of cargo and trains will
 increase. 
Please note that this passenger train is primarily delivering cargo and a LOT of it with
 plans to expand the cargo delivery and increase the number of trains passing by
 your school.  I am guessing that the amount of passengers will not increase and may
 stop completely. 
 
 
The state of Florida (Governor Rick Scott) turned down close to 2 Billion dollars
 several years ago for a "true passenger train" that was going to build new tracks
 from Orlando to South Florida following the Turnpike's path. Now All Aboard Florida
 wants us to let them use our tracks and we the taxpayers have to pay for the
 upkeep of the exponentially rising cost of the tracks with the exponentially increasing
 amount of trains coming through even though we are not benefitting from this in
 any way.  They also want the federal government to fund their endeavor with our
 tax payer dollars. 
 
These high speed passenger trains that will not stop in our County will slow down
 emergency vehicles response time, will increase costs to our County and the cities
 within it as they have to pay for the upgrades required for the crossing areas by All
 Aboard Florida, will negatively impact property values for tax paying citizens and
 thereby reducing the tax revenue for the County and Cities within.  These trains will
 negatively affect maritime traffic.  Basically these trains have no positive impact for
 Volusia, Brevard, Indian River or Martin County in Florida. 
Please make the right decision for the citizens of these counties and do not approve
 this project moving forward.
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Thank you for your time and your service.
Sincerely,
Martha White



From: Greg Gardner
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Bill Gardner; Lori Van Dien
Subject: All Aboard Florida proposal
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 4:09:50 PM

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Adminstration
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Winkle,

As a journalist on the Treasure Coast for more than 30 years and a
magazine writer for the past eight years on topics such as boating and
the environment, I have had plenty of opportunities to talk with many
marine industry and community leaders about AAF's proposed rail service
through our area.

Every single person I have spoken to agrees that not one cent of federal
money -- loans or otherwise -- should be given to AAF for this project.
If you loan them money for this, not only will it never be paid back,
but they will ruin our small cities from Sebastian to Tequesta.

They are trying to sucker you into giving them or loaning them money for
passenger service when clearly they want the federal money to improve
their tracks for freight. Everyone who has looked into the proposal sees
right through that charade.

No one believes the 522-page report prepared by AAF's consultants to be
true. It is filled with omissions, untruths and untold vague numbers
with no data to back them up. They have been so secretive about this
project, cities have to keep asking questions to find out what they
really plan to do to our downtowns.

I hope the FRA prepares its own un-biased report to examine this
proposal. The current report is like allowing the defendant to
exclusively pick the jury of his peers to decide his case.

The untold damage to everyone in the marine industry along the Treasure
Coast should be enough reason for you to deny any federal money for
AAF's passenger service as it is currently proposed. Closures of the
Okeechobee Waterway in Stuart and in Tequesta of up to nine hours a day
will devastate the property values of almost 5,000 waterfront owners
west of the Stuart FEC crossing.

Give or loan the money for a real bullet train through central Florida
or down the Florida Turnpike right-of-way as it was planned from the
start. You will be able to drive between the two cities faster than this
train.

Please do not allow federal dollars to pay for what clearly should be a
private venture. There is currently a plan in the works to allow the
state to give up the Turnpike right-of-way for the train to be built
there from Orlando to Miami. Stay tuned.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Regards and Happy Holidays,

Greg Gardner
11203 Ridge Ave.
Fort Pierce, FL
34982



From: joestereich@att.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PROPOSAL
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:31:24 PM

I would like to go on record as opposing this proposal.  I have concerns about the
 traffic tie-ups multiple times a day, the noise and general disruptions in normal
 everyday life.  This will be of no benefit to the smaller cities along the coast.   I would
 not be opposed to the railroad if it were situated along the I-95 corridor or in that
 vicinity.

Mary Joann Oestereich
3000 N. Highway A1A
Fort Pierce, FL  34949
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From: Curt Johnson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Proposed Rail Plan
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:48:03 AM

I am writing to express my unhappiness with the proposed ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
 rail plan.  My wife and I live in Sebastian (Indian River County) and purchased our
 home nearly seven years ago. Ours is a beautiful and quiet neighborhood despite the
 fact that the railroad tracks are just four blocks away. This is our permanent
 retirement home. We invested our savings in a very NICE house and have since
 completed an architect designed and built addition, along with other upgrades
 totaling nearly $50,000.

The current proposal for All Aboard Florida will have very negative impacts on the
 small Treasure Coast communities in Martin, St Lucie and Indian River counties. 
 Here are just a few of the reasons.

SAFETY - The plan does not include proper upgrades for safe motorist
 crossings. This does not appear to be a priority except in Miami Dade, Broward and
 Palm Beach counties.

NOISE & VIBRATION - Trains running up to 110 miles per hour in such close
 proximity to residential neighborhoods will ruin our tranquility. Noise abatement plans
 are minimal or non-existent along the three counties on the Treasure Coast.

A recent question presented to AAF planners regarding increase in residential
 noise was answered this way:  The enviromental impact study shows moderate noise
 impacts expected.
The number of households listed in the study results are grossly understated!

Martin County - 600 households
St Lucie County - 720 households
Indian River County - 240 households

EMERGENCY RESPONSE - ACCESS TO HOSPITALS - All these residential
 neighborhoods are positioned just west of the tracks. Our ocean side communities
 must have access to US-1 in order to get to ANY hospitals in Sebastian, Vero Beach,
 Melbourne or Fort Pierce. 
Residents, police, EMS vehicles, etc., will all be unable to reach US Highway 1 when
 trains are running.

PROPERTY VALUES- We expect sharp decreases in our property values should the
 current AAF plan move forward.

The sensible thing would be to use the tracks just west of I-95.  That corridor has very
 few residential communities and the impact would be negligible.  In addition to the
 passenger rail service proposed, it Is no secret that freight movement would increase
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 dramatically with the soon to be completed widening of the Panama Canal.  Most
 people living in the communities along the Indian River Lagoon know this is the real
 reason for the All Aboard Florida rail plan. Increased passenger rail service is not the
 real motivation. Ridership numbers are being kept a closely guarded secret.

This plan could work for everyone's benefit if the tracks west of I-95 were used
 instead of the tracks that run along the Indian River Lagoon. Think of the people of
 Florida.  Do not let big money rule over common sense.

Very truly yours,

Curtis H. Johnson
139 Bristol St
Sebastian, FL 32958



From: hopkinton1222@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Protest Comments
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:14:56 PM

December 1, 2014
 
Dear Sirs and Madam,
 
   I am writing in protest All Aboard Florida.  I am addressing ALL issues and the various ramifications of
 this money-oriented idea of disrupting 32 safe and sleepy communities with 2 more high speed trains
 with all their bells and whistles each hour of the day.  We all know who will benefit from such a wild idea
 and who will lose their way of life forever.
 
 
 
 
Mildred H. Cushing
Jupiter Island Resident
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From: joan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Protest
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:46:50 PM

I vehemently oppose All Aboard Florida’s proposed passenger rail corridor through the 
Treasure Coast.  It should be either along side 95 or along the CSX railway tracks in the 
middle of the state, and not disrupting the lives and livelihoods of so many people.  

Joan Schoettle
5804 Glen Eagle Way
Stuart, Florida 34997
joansschoettle@gmail.com
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From: DARRELL BRAND
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Darrell Brand
Subject: All Aboard Florida Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 12:17:00 PM

 

My name is Darrell Brand.  I am a 100 ton licensed Master Captain. I also represent a 93 slip 
Marina, the Palm Cove Yacht Club, which is located just west of the St. Lucie Railroad 
Bridge, Stuart, FL.  My wife and I (also USCG licensed) chose to live on the North Fork of the
 St. Lucie River because of its unique access to various waterways.  I have transited this bridge
 numerous times over the past several years.  The currents are swift and require single file 
passage by most vessels.   Currently - I have been delayed up to 50 minutes for some bridge 
closings.  With the addition of more freight and the 32-passenger trains/day, the ICW will 
essentially be shut down.  When the boats get stacked up – I can just imagine the bridge 
closing and stranding vessels at various points along the route.

 I waited to respond to your public request until I had a chance to review the EIS for All 
Aboard Florida.  The EIS is flawed and not accurate with its bridge closing figures.  The EIS 
is also not a true independent study. I am sure the details will emerge in the coming weeks as 
to who foot the bill for this one sided report.

The math does not add up.  This bridge is old, slow and single tracked.  The USCG is 
responsible for keeping the ICW open for traffic.  The existing railroad bridge will in the 
closed position well over 80% of the day.  This is unacceptable to all boaters and marine 
related industries that have chosen to make this area home.  To allow a for -profit company the
 ability to disrupt the quality of life, put businesses at risk of closing their doors and creating 
safety concerns goes well beyond their owned railroad “right of way”!  Times have changed – 
now is the time for serious review!

We have 232 homes in our Waterfront community. Our Real estate values will plummet as a 
result of this project.  Be prepared for litigation.  When Flagler built this railroad to bring 
people to South Florida - he certainly did not imagine  the growth that was going  to take 
place.  Florida is closing in on being the 3rd largest state in the Country.  I am 100 percent in 
favor of lowering our carbon footprint.  Just imagine all the wasted fuel and exhaust emissions
  that will be created by boats and cars waiting and idling at various points along the route.  An
 alternative route already exists in less populated areas.

Please recommend to “All Aboard Florida” to take their trains further to the West as they take 
tourists to Disney World!  This will be greatly appreciated by the hundreds of thousands of 
residents and taxpayers that call the Treasure Coast home.

 

Thank you,
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Darrell J. Brand

2392 SW Island Creek Trail

Palm City, FL 34990

darrellbrand@mac.com or 772-631-0937 mobile
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From: CWIEDS@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
Cc: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov;

 James.Christian@dot.gov; Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov;
 John_Wrublik@fws.gov; Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov;
 BillNelson@senate.gov; Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov;
 GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida rail proposal
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:11:25 PM

December 2, 2014
 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation

Dear Mr. Winkle:

You have received countless letters and e-mails on the ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
 proposal.
 
I will not regurgitate the same contents, which certainly is not meant to belittle these
 comments. They all are correct and important.
 
The railroad no doubt helped to build Florida and  especially the Treasure coast,
 Miami and the Keys.
 
However, this same railroad which for years lay practically dormant is now proposing
 to destroy this same property.
 
The vast majority of the Florida population knows all too well the passenger train is a
 re herring and the increased rail expenditures is solely for the purpose of expanding
 the freight traffic on the US Governments dime all the while killing the communities it
 helped to build.
 
Please encourage the FEC and Fortress Fund to take this increased freight traffic to
 the west on the Amtrak rails.
 
I am very concerned for the east coast of Florida in both the short and long term.
 
Thank you for you consideration of this matter.
 
At the very least it needs a whole lot more sturdy and consideration than the FEC
 proposal has gotten thus far.
 
Sincerely,
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Christopher M Wiedenmayer
Hobe Sound, FL 33455



From: Arthur Apissomian
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida rail proposal
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:52:48 PM

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.,
Room West 38-311,
Washington D. C. 20590
 
December 1, 2014
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
                You are doubtless aware of the disbelief and astonishment of citizens in our communities
 that such a disastrous proposal as is being put forward by the Florida East Coast Railway, and its
 parent, Fortress Investment Group should be visited upon our area.  This proposal, under the
 transparently deceptive name of “All Aboard Florida” is being billed as a “high-speed passenger rail
 service.”  This is a canard, and – lest you harbor the least illusion that Florida residents do not
 recognize this for what it is – may I go on record to assure you that we are not being fooled. 
                We understand that AAF cannot be profitable running passenger rail service, since there is
 no passenger rail service in the world that is not subsidized in some way. Therefore, we know that
 AAF will undoubtedly be running freight, probably toxic freight, and that it therefore will not be high
 speed.  It goes without saying that since there are no planned station stops along the Treasure
 Coast, this proposal will provide us no service whatsoever. 
                What it will provide our area is un-measurable liability and risk – not to mention that the
 threat of AAF is already impacting real estate values.
                Since I am stating nothing that you don’t already know, the real question is: what is the pay-
off to your agency for standing impotently by, folding your arms, and taking the position that AAF is
 an inevitability?  When I attended the “public information meeting” here in Port St Lucie on
 November 6, I was given the distinct impression that FRA had no authority to stop, delay, or even
 modify the plans being pursued by FEC.  Is this true?  Is it possible that the government agencies
 which we fund with our tax dollars are nothing more than sham decoys, meant to give the illusion of
 oversight? 
                If there is a vestige of functional merit yet left to the FRA, I encourage you to bring
 whatever tools at your disposal to force FEC and FIG to change their route plans, so that coastal
 communities which survive substantially because of their attractiveness to tourists, are not turned
 into a freight corridor.  We can confidently say that permitting AAF to pursue its current course does
 not represent a sound economic, political, nor ecological decision.  There is every reason to stop it
 now.
 
                A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the editorial board of Scripps Treasure Coast
 Newspapers, and both Florida senators.
 
Yours truly,
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Arthur Apissomian
Port St. Lucie, FL
 
 



From: Jerry Squillaro
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Rail Service Proposal
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:51:12 PM

Federal Railroad Administration

Gentlemen:

The All Aboard Florida proposal for passenger service between Miami and Orlando is a farce, 
a sham, a mockery, a disgrace, and an outright lie.   Why?  Simply because there has not been 
a passenger rail service anywhere in the USA that has made a profit in years.  And AAF will 
be no different, from that standpoint.   So, if there is no money in passenger service, what is 
AFF up to?

Again, quite simply, AAF wants increased rail service rights approval to carry freight from 
Miami to Orlando and beyond.  That’s where the money is.  With the widening of the Panama 
Canal, there will be an increased need to move the goods and merchandise from the boats 
inland to other U.S. cities.  But, AFF knows they would never get approval for increased 
freight service rights along the populated east coast corridor; so, they are asking for passenger 
service because that sounds better and reduces public objection.

But a bunch of lying money grabbers is misleading the public.  There is no need for increased 
passenger service between Miami and Orlando.  People wanting to go to Orlando just fly to 
the Orlando airport rather than the Miami airport.  So, where is the proof necessary to 
substantiate a daily passenger ridership that warrants 32 trains a day?  There is none.  If
 there were that many daily passengers, the airlines would be offering increased airline service 
between the two cities.  There just aren’t that many people who travel between those cities on 
a daily basis.  But, there certainly will be a need for that number of trains to carry freight to 
and from the port of Miami.

For the reasons given, AFF should NOT be allowed to bambozzle the public with their “bait 
and switch” proposal.  The AFF proposal MUST BE DENIED.

Jerry Squillaro
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From: K R
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Railroad
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 12:15:21 PM

Hello,

As taxpayers and citizens, We feel the All Aboard Florida project, if allowed, we be very detrimental to our life and
 property.   We use navigable waters at the St. Lucie waterway and Loxahatchee River and the proposed railroad
 will probably cost lives.  The Coast Guard cannot respond when the bridges are down.  

The project will lower property values near the railroad track right of way, and with all those trains running through
 established neighborhoods -  will lower the tax base.   What entity reimburses the citizens of all the municipalities
 and cities along the way for this lack of public revenue?

The tracks were not designed and built for high-speed rail.  Whatever engineering surveys are promulgated, I feel
 they are paid-for by the project and therefore biased and not telling the truth.

The only objection to using the CSX railroad system - which is the most direct route from the Southeast Florida
 population centers - to/from Orlando, is;  the proposal comes from the Florida East Coast railway company, which
 is borrowing Federal money for the project on their system!   So the citizens of the East Coast of Florida are forced
 to lower their lifestyle by the greed of an individual corporation.

These kind of corporate shenanigans without considering the public have happened before in America.   They will
 be followed by lawsuits,  fines, protests, and other public policies to prevent a company from harming citizens. 

Thank you for reading,
The Richardson's
Hobe Sound, FL
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From: Susan Burgess
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Railway Plans for Treasure Coast
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:58:51 PM

Hi,

I am a 27 year resident of Stuart, Florida and I wish to register my opposition to All
 Aboard Florida's planned high speed passenger trains that will disrupt vehicular and
 marine traffic as often as 32 times per day.  In addition to the fact that there are
 ZERO benefits for us on the Treasure Coast, I am concerned that first responder and
 emergency personnel will not be able to navigate quickly enough due to the
 enormous increases in train traffic running through our downtown areas. In addition,
 the impact on our already challenged environment will be an added stressor to our
 ecosystem.

Instead, I urge the planners to seek a different route further west of our towns so that
 the impacts on traffic, emergency response times and also the environment will be
 decreased.

Sincerely,

Susan S. Burgess
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From: Alan Safir
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Safety Concerns
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2014 3:56:21 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle-
I am an 81 year old man.
Last week I was delayed at a railroad crossing at Frederick  Small Blvd. and  Route Alternate A1A in Jupiter. The
 train that passed by was 153 cars long.The lowering of the safety guards, the passing of the train and
the raising of the guards exceeded 7 minutes.The experience clearly brought home to me the danger of increasing
 emergency response probabilities to those who live east of Alternate A1A and require being
transported over the tracks west to the Jupiter Medical Center. Seconds do matter  and there are alternative routes for
 the railroad.
Thank you for your consideration.
Alan Safir
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From: David McKown
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA SCAM
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:46:48 PM

Dear Sirs:
 
The damage that this proposed “passenger train” poses to the East Coast of
 Florida and its world famous beaches and local tourist towns along The
 Treasure Coast is impossible to describe. First of all, this is clearly not a
 passenger service and never has been. The companies promoting this horrible
 idea are not trust worthy and that is the first Golden Rule of any financing. I
 was a senior officer working for one of the largest banks in the world in the
 capacity of a senior international corporate lending officer in a special group
 devoted to the 400 largest and most important corporate clients of the
 institution. I not only traveled abroad extensively but for over 15 years lived
 with my family in two foreign countries and ran the bank’s large corporate
 lending activities in these locations. I know what to look for when unsavory
 folks try to put lipstick on a pig. Any proposal that did not pass that initial test
 went no further. These folks even lied when filling out the form for tax exempt
 status of one of their attempted money grabs by declaring that no adverse
 comments were received from locations on the Treasure Coast. Right there is a
 huge untruth. [Reported in the Press Journal]
 
It is not by happenstance that this supposed “passenger service” has stops in
 locations that are planning large port expansions to handle the expected
 enormous influx of cargo after the Panama Canal expansion is completed.
 There is no viable commercial reason for this service other than to haul freight.
 That type of business could profitably be accomplished by using one of the
 alternative inland routes. If the coastal plan is put into place, it will be a gross
 injustice to the large tourist and local infrastructure already in place along the
 Treasure Coast. The draft Impact Statement was  a cruel joke. What sort of
 dumbbells do they think we are ?
 
I live in Vero Beach. Our property is bordered on the North by Eighth Street, on
 the West by Sixth Ave., and on the East by Indian River Blvd. In our homes, we
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 clearly hear the current freight traffic. It often seems as if we are able to listen
 to the rusty springs moving up and down under the weight of the heavy loads.
 We also often have to wait at the various rail crossings in our area during the
 day and at night. I am not even going to attempt to describe the decibels
 reached by the horns that have to be sounded at least four times during the
 passage of the trains. During the night and early morning hours these sounds
 are already not conducive to a good night’s sleep. Our property values, which
 are finally creeping back upward, will clearly take a deep hit. This will not only
 effect the average homeowner, but also the tax revenue stream the local
 municipalities have come to expect. These townships along The Treasure Coast
 are even looking forward to an increase in that income, as the nation’s
 economy continues to improve, and the Baby Boomers reach retirement. The
 entire ambience of this little town named Vero Beach, not to mention
 Sebastian, lovely downtown Stuart, Fort Pierce, and Hobe Sound will forever
 be obliterated. It is important to remember that downtown Vero Beach with
 its arts section just getting underway also contains all of the Municipal
 infrastructure, and many, many residential communities further to the West of
 the tracks. To put it succinctly, the hospital is on the East as, obviously, are the
 wonderful beaches.; thus the entire existing town structure will be disastrously
 changed forever. Furthermore, living West of the tracks will now become
 dangerous due to the location of the hospital and virtually all of the doctors’
 offices. For what benefit are we obtaining by allowing the collapse of our town,
 many of the residents’ lively hoods and the pleasant, quiet living conditions
 which have taken years to be formed? I will not get into the maritime issues
 which are vast and have been addressed elsewhere.
 
It is truly beyond belief that this “passenger service” benefits anyone living
 north of West Palm Beach and yet we are being compelled to see our lives
 degraded and also see our tax dollars squandered.
 

This dangerous boondoggle must not be permitted to proceed.
 

As an aside, I find it interesting that if, in fact, this is such a lucrative passenger
 business, why have no airlines made any comments at all (total silence) about
 the tremendous loss of revenue they will experience on this route from Miami,



 Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach, purportedly involving around
 3,000,000 paying customers  annually and expected to grow significantly? That
 is obviously because there is no profitable business attached to this route.
 
Sincerely,
 
David R. McKown
 
 



From: robert rehm
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Gene Benoit; Dorothy Breuer
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA -STOP TRAIN PROJECT
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 8:53:43 AM

Dear Madam and/or Sir:
I/we are the owners of Vista Royale Condominium Association, 1 Vista Palm Lane,
 #202. Presently I/we experience the loud sound of trains passing through our Vero
 Beach community several times throughout the day and night. To add additional train
 traffic (ALL ABOARD FLORIDA) will increase and exacerbate this level of noise and
 and severely limit our peaceful use of the many outdoor activities we currently enjoy.
 We/I am also concerned that my and all 1512 Vista Royale properties will decline in
 value because of the diminished access to our community and the increased noise
 generated by the high speed trains.

It is respectfully requested that you employ all of your efforts to STOP THIS TRAIN
 PROJECT FROM GOING FORWARD!

Thank you.
Robert A. Rehm and Dorothy H. Breuer
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From: Martinelli, Nick
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Support Letter From FLorida Delegation Members
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:02:07 PM
Attachments: 20141203163037371.pdf

Attached is a letter of support from members of the Florida delegation.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Nick Martinelli
Legislative Director
Congresswoman Corrine Brown (Fl-5)
nick.martinelli@mail.house.gov| 202-225-0123
2111 Rayburn House Office Building
Sign-up for Corrine's Corner at www.brown.house.gov
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From: Erich Strong
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Support Letter
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:25:59 PM
Attachments: Support Letter - Erich.pdf

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I have been a railroad buff since I was child living in Boston in the 40s and 50s where I used public
 transportaion on the famous trolley cars that still exist today.  While a student at the University of
 florida in the mid 60s I was intrigued by the Mag-Lev trains in Japan and thought this system would
 be ideal for Florida.  The right of way was already there down the medians of I-10, I-95, I-4, I-75 and
 the Florida turnpike.  The Mag-Lev was the most practical due its speed and uninteruped line which
 did not cross any roads.  With this idea I proposed feeder to these tarins from the inner cities to and
 from a central city terminal.  I even discussed this idea with a Dr. Kornblatt at Princeton Univerity
 some 30 yaers ago which he thought was plausible.
 
Of cource when presenting this idea through the academia at the University of Florida in achitecture
 I was deemed insane and nearly laughed out of architecture.  Even with the idea of powering the
 magnets with photvoltaic panels along the above ground rail.
 
Well here it is coming back to some reality except the proposed rail system will use existing track
 lines and old technology by running across roads and with no feeders very much like the new Sun
 Rail in Orlando coming about through politicians who never studied this plan nor had any eperience
 at palnning such a system and is somewhat of a failure.
 
Do not let this happen.  Keep politicians or others who think of profit for themselves versus serving
 the idea to which it springs and that as a people mover for Floridians reducing airline traffic and
 safer vehicular roads.
 
Make it a Mag-Lev and make it for the State's future and indeed the country's not its past.
 
Thanks you
 
Erich B. Strong, Architect
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12-02-2014 
 
 
John Winkle 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:  
 
I am writing this letter to express my strong support for the All Aboard Florida 
project. This necessary infrastructure project will improve mobility in Florida by 
reintroducing passenger rail along the existing Florida East Coast Railway corridor, 
creating thousands of jobs and generating millions in economic impacts. 
 
All Aboard Florida is beneficial for Florida’s 19 million residents and more than 95 
million tourists. Florida’s roads are already some of the most congested in the 
country, and the expansion opportunities are extremely limited. As our population 
continues to grow, we must look toward alternative mobility options. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement says, “The Project would have the beneficial 
impact of removing 335,628 auto vehicle trips per year from the regional roadway 
network in 2016 and 1.2 million vehicles in 2019.” 
 
There is no other infrastructure project will change Florida’s landscape and economy 
and benefit the environment like All Aboard Florida. This intercity passenger rail 
system will become a new infrastructure backbone and a benefit to our state.  
 
Sincerely,  
Erich B. Strong, Architect 
Longwood, Fl. 
 
 







From: Mary Ingui
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 4:43:27 PM

Citizens from the Treasure Coast and from the Space Coast are opposed to
 AAF's plan to build another track and run 32+ high speed trains through
 our area.  Please don't grant them a federal loan or authorize private activity
 bonds.  Not one cent of taxpayer money should be used for this project.

The environmental impact report left out Sebastian, Vero Beach, and other
 communities of the Treasure and Space Coasts.  How do you do that and
 think your report has validity?

This report did not study floodplain mitigation and did not use morning
 hours in assessing the effect on northbound and southbound traffic on
 roads near the crossings.  Missing in the evaluation is the Oslo Rd. Crossing
 in Indian River County as well.  Why will we be paying for the upkeep of all
 the crossings for a private company forever?

The whole project is a smokescreen for an increase in freight traffic.  AAF
 needs another track for this freight and is trying to sell it as a passenger
 line.  With more freight comes more hazards from accidents and chemical
 spills.

Another major concern is the delay of vital services--fire, ambulance--
because of the increase in the number of trains and their high speed.  The
 study does not address the issue of safety at all!

Why are the public comments NOT visible on the FRA website?

AAF has lied to the public about many of the details of this project and has
 failed to disclose 
other information such as projected ridership.  What other inaccuracies have
 they presented to you?

Sincerely,
Dr. Mary Jane Ingui
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From: Bill Ingui
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 8:45:17 PM

Consider the impact on the lives of a population that is comprised of more than half elderly, who would be in need
 of doctors or access to medical treatment at the local clinics and hospitals, ALL found across the tracks that run
 along U.S. 1, the location where All Aboard Florida plans to run more than 30 high speed trains. 

Granting a federal loan or authorizing private activity bonds would be a sign that those in a position to do the most
 for the citizens along the Space and Treasure Coast, will have failed to provide "for the general welfare," as per the
 Preamble to the United States Constitution.

What was conveniently removed or perhaps never entered, was the impact statement for the stretch of rail that
 covered Vero Beach, Sebastian and any community along this 100 miles stretch.  If the citizens of these
 communities are being heard, the quiet elderly and the parents with small children, then the impact statement would
 have provided much more in detailing the weaknesses of the plan to use a single route answer to a supposed need to
 transport people and freight up-and down- the state of Florida.  On the other hand, the impact statements have been
 crafted to assure everyone that all would gain from this rail system and that there are no down-sides to the plan. 
 Any representative who accepts that statement as complete has been sadly duped and are failing their constituents
 by not asked more questions AND seeking a different mid-state / I-95 route.

The US 1 corridor is also home to hundreds of businesses, including Publix, Home Depot and Walmart, that will
 effectively lose business with thousands of its patrons choosing not to visit the stores or who would be forced to
 change their shopping patterns due to the potential of dangerous crossings.

From any simple evaluation of the impact statement prepared by the AAF consortium, the public comments and
 issues without answers has been surgically removed to make the presentation look pristine and utterly supported by
 the people.  Are you willing to take a chance on the lives and businesses of these people and their community by
 failing to demand full disclosure?

I would greatly appreciate a response to my inquiry,

Regards,
Bill Ingui
Citizen of Sebastian / JHS Educator of Civics at Sebastian Charter JHS
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From: httna@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard florida train in Stuart Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 1:09:53 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Captain Rufus Wakeman and I live in Rio/Jensen Beach Florida.  I am opposed to the new
 train proposals and would like this to be "on record" ....
I live about 1.5 miles from the train bridge crossing and it is loud enough for the few times it is used as of
 now. With increased traffic over the bridge it will be quite an inconvenience. I am also worried about the
 time the bridge will be down as far as boats are concerned. This bridge will prevent a lot of boats from
 getting back and forth under the bridge. The bridge itself will need to be inspected and updated as it is
 quite old and rusted.  As a fishing guide it will also restrict my ability to timely move back and forth under
 the bridge while I have clients on board. It will also restrict emergency vehicles in their pursuit of saving
 lives. It will also lower all property values of the surrounding homes and properties. 

This whole situation should be moved out west to the western corridor where there will be minimum
 impact on citizens.

I am opposed to the All Aboard Florida proposed train passing through Stuart Florida city limits.

Thank you for your consideration,

Capt Rufus Wakeman
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From: shorbound1@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida train service in vero beach.
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 12:30:13 PM

I am a resident of vista royal @highway 1 and 4th st.The current train noise is awful. We do not need it to
 be multiplied. I do not support this project nor anyone supporting it! 
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From: Patricia Sullivan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train Service
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 2:24:49 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

As an owner of two properties (one in Delray Beach and one in Stuart) that
directly abut the railroad tracks where the All Aboard Florida train will run, I am 
STRONGLY OPPOSED to initiating this service. Currently with the trains that are
 now running the train traffic is loud, the vibrations shake the buildings and the car
 track crossing is made difficult. To dramatically increase this traffic will negatively
 impact my property values and quality of life. 

Furthermore, I have intelligent reservations whether the train service will be of
 substantial benefit in providing access to the Orlando area.  The 'COST" to our
 communities is too great!!!

Sincerely,

Patricia Sullivan
Astor Condominium Delray Beach, Florida
Harborage Condominium Stuart, Florida
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From: Robert Certilman Gmail
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida train
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 2:32:05 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

As an owner of a property in Delray Beach that directly abuts the railroad
tracks where
the All Aboard Florida train will run, I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to initiating
this service. Currently with the trains that are now running, the train
traffic is loud, the vibrations shake the buildings and the car track
crossing is made difficult. To dramatically increase this traffic will
negatively impact my property values and quality of life.

Furthermore, I have intelligent reservations whether the train service will
be of substantial benefit in providing access to the Orlando area.  The
'COST" to our communities is too great!!!

Sincerely,

Patricia Sullivan
Astor Condominium Delray Beach,
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From: myfloridateam@gmail.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: myfloridateam@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 6:59:19 AM

I am writing in regards to the train that is proposed to run through our town of Sebastian.  We are a
 smaller town located on the treasure coast of Florida. I have attended the public input meetings in
 our area on this train, read information on it, gave input at meetings and still down in my heart I feel
 that this has already been decided and is a done deal to proceed with the train. 
Our town is smaller compared to others on the route but just as important because we are a
 community of people who chose to live here because of what it offers us in many different areas. 
 The train was not on the list of reasons we decided to live here.  We put up with it day and night,
 the noise and very frequent stops we must make to wait for it to cut through our town.  My
 thoughts have always been while waiting at those train stops, “I hope my family or I never have an
 emergency for fire or hospital because the train will delay the precious minutes it needs to get to
 us”. 
 
I don’t usually contact, call or speak on political issues but this is one that I felt was important
 enough to share my concerns.
 
Please don’t make this a done deal when so many of us who live here see no positives in adding
 more daily trains, noise and emergency delays because of the additional trains.
 
A common statement I hear our residents say, “Why do we bother, the government doesn’t care or
 listen to what we say or want.  It is the same everywhere in government, they pretend to listen but
 do what they want anyway.  Politicians are out of touch with us and live in a world apart from the
 public.”
Makes me sad to start to feel this way also about our government.  I am a retired teacher and taught
 my classes that we live in the best country in the world and they can make a difference, to always
 make it a better place.  Did your teachers and parents teach you the same or did you forget that?
 
Do the right thing and don’t make us think about how we could not make our voices heard, every
 time we have to stop, hear and see that train come through our beautiful town of Sebastian, Florida
.
JoAnne White
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From: Nancy Meier
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:46:33 AM

I disagree with the rail system that is planned to be used for All Aboard Florida because it will
 not make any money to make the disruption to roads and noise in the towns it will be going
 through.  First, it is a known fact that there is not one rail company that makes any money
 without subsistence from the government and that is the taxpayers money.  Second, why
 would you think a family would spend the money to travel to Orlando this way?  The cost of
 the train tickets would far exceed the cost to use the Florida Turnpike with a car load of
 children.  Third, the cost for the theme parks has risen substantially making it increasingly
 more difficult for families to afford a day there.  Fourth, the issue is really more about the
 increase in long freight trains due to the Panama Canal and the increase expected in freight
 ships in the port of Miami.  Florida along the coast has very expensive land and in is full of
 resorts up and down the coast.  The tourism industry is very important to Florida and this
 would be both an eye sore and disrupt all the traffic when the snow birds are her for the
 winter.  There are also homes already near these tracks and both the noise and vibrations
 would make their land values go down.  An alternate and more direct route would be to
 switch freight trains and All Aboard Florida to tracks running in the middle of the state.  This
 would be less disruptive and more direct for Orlando.  So I am not proposing to stop it but to
 move both freight and this passenger train to the middle of the state.  I commuted by rail to
 NYC for many years and they varied the number of stops by different times.  These trains
 were electrified and both quiet and quick.  I also lived in Switzerland for five years and used
 the rail system all over Europe.  In Europe the trains did not go along busy residential areas
 except when they were nearing the station.  Are biggest problem we face is the increase in
 shipments to the port of Miami.  As we all know these trains are long and I have waited as
 much as 45 minutes for a complete train to pass.  You are not taking into consideration as to
 the impact of noise and congestion on local resort communities with these trains.  Either
 reroute the trains to the middle of the state or stop this project.  Have you really taken a
 survey with the people living in Miami to see if they would even use this train to Orlando and
 how often they would go?  The impact on our resort towns, environmental noise, and land
 devaluation should be looked at carefully.  Lastly, has the company really proven they can be
 profitable without government assistance?  You need to listen to the residents of Florida and
 hear our concerns and voices and not make a political decision not based on true fact.  Every
 land owner in Florida can see the negative impact, why can't you, or are you being paid off as
 usual by these companies.  Please make the right decision for the people and not the business.

Regards,
NancyMeier 
Hobe Sound
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From: Dale
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida train
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:53:32 PM

This proposal is a travesty for those of us living in its area.  My tax dollars should not be used to support this project
 whatsoever.

Dale Norris
91 Crooked Tree Lane
Vero Beach, Fla.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Len & Donna
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 11:28:43 PM

To whom this may concern,

I oppose the All Aboard Florida train, it will create many problems with traffic and boating.  Another strike against
 our boating, a sure way to kill our local economy. 

Our emergency response teams will have a difficult time responding to calls.  There may even be deaths because the
 ambulance was held up waiting for a train to pass.

I feel that it would be a very big mistake to allow this to be passed.  We will all suffer the consequences.

Please reconsider your plans.

Sincerely,

Donna DeBellis
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From: Michael Wright
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 10:22:52 AM

Attention: John Winkle
 
I am opposed to the All Aboard Florida train.
I live at 106 Las Brisas Cir Hypoluxo, Fl. 33462.
The trains running now are too often.
The noise the trains make are too loud.
More would be worse.
Traffic will be worse.
Safety would be in question.
Property values would decrease.
 
Quiet zone might solve a few problems but not the majority.
 
Thank you,
 
Michael Wright
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From: Jack & Elaine Snyder
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: congressman.posey@mail.house.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida Train
Date: Monday, October 13, 2014 2:10:29 AM

Mr. Winkle,
I have several comments concerning the AAF project and the impact it would have on those of us who
 live along the Florida East Coast (FEC) right-of-way between West Palm Beach and Cocoa, where there
 are no rail stops anyway..
 

1. I question the need for this train to begin with.  I’ve lived in Florida for 28 years and have never
 seen or read of any great need for a train connecting West Palm Beach and Orlando.  Perhaps
 there is a need for a train “locally” between Miami and West Palm.  Fine.  Then end this project
 with Phase I.

 
2. There are dozens of rail crossings between West Palm and Cocoa which will be affected by the

 additional rail traffic of Phase II.  The FEC right-of-way cuts all major east-west traffic in the
 affected counties, especially in Brevard County where I live. This will waste and increase cost of
 energy (waiting vehicle traffic) and reduce efficiency of travel for individuals and businesses, not
 to mention the added inconvenience.

 
3. If the “powers that be” base their approval decision on the Railroad inventory of crossings, the

 information is not accurate.  For example, there are two crossings close to my home: Parkway
 Drive and Post Road in Melbourne, Brevard County.  Both of them are listed to have no school
 bus traffic.  This is ludicrous.  School busses full of school children, including my own son, cross
 these tracks twice a day.  Obviously there is a safety impact here with increased rail traffic.

 
4. In addition, the crossing inventory lists AADT (daily vehicle traffic) based on a 1988 survey. 

 Brevard County has seen a large influx of people since 1988 as I’m sure have all the other coastal
 counties.  Obviously there is greater negative impact on more people.

 
5. I’m not as familiar with the fiscal ramifications.  But if AAF is seeking a $1.6 billion guaranteed loan

 from the tax payers, I’m sure we will end up getting stuck with some expense somewhere.
 

6. If, for some reason, it is still decided that a train is needed between West Palm and Orlando, then
 let them follow the CSX line that goes northwest through the middle of the state where the
 population is much smaller and the impact on communities would be lessened.  Since there are
 no stops between West Palm and Orlando, rail ridership would not be affected.  In addition it
 would probably be cheaper to build the second parallel rail line in these rural areas.  I hate to think
 of the nightmare impact on scores of communities and hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions,
 of people, if they try to build the second line in populated areas.

 
Anyway, these are my concerns.  I’m sure there are thousands of other Florida residents who feel the
 same way, but may not be aware of this project, or take the time to write.
 
I’m not anti-progress.  But this project seems to be solution looking for a need.  I’m very skeptical that
 there aren’t some folks somewhere (businessmen, investors, politicians) who will benefit personally and
 monetarily from a boondoggle such as this – but it certainly isn’t the average Florida resident and tax-
payer.  Thank you for your time.
 
John F. Snyder
Resident of Melbourne, Florida
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From: Cheryl"s AOL
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida train
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 3:21:29 PM

PLEASE…..DO NOT LET THIS train happen.   It will be a danger to the communities of the Treasure Coast.  
 Think about the fast train roaring through the downtown of Stuart and Vero Beach.  What a traffic mess!  Think
 about emergency vehicles trying to get to the hospital!  What a boat traffic mess on the Intercoastal Waterway when
 the railroad bridge next to the Roosevelt bridge is closed multiple times a day. 

I hope you will say NO to the disruption this train  will cause for many people who will not have any benefit of train
 service in their towns.  ONLY DISRUPTION

NO TO THE TRAIN!!!!    PLEASE!!!!!!

Cheryl Porter
5620 N. Harbor Village Drive
Vero Beach, Florida 32967

mailto:CherylVero@aol.com
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From: Gary@BodyLogix Fitness
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Update
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 3:30:45 PM

 Dear sirs, I am writing to beg you to fight against the intrusion of the All Aboard
 Florida project.
As a local small business owner located within a mile of the railroad tracks many of
 my clients and patrons will be affected by the 32+ closings per day.

I have already received feedback from my clients that the closing will affect their
 travel time and routes to visit my facility. Since my facility counts on and receives
 revenue on a per visit basis, this is extremely detrimental to the health of my
 business. 

Of course I am not the only business affected. The business community in downtown
 Jensen Beach and Stuart will be adversely affected as well due to the railroad tracks
 running parallel and in very close proximity to walking traffic that is prevalent in these
 areas.These areas are just now beginning to financially recover and the railroad
 brings NOTHING to fruit to our businesses and community as a whole.

PLEASE REROUTE or DERAIL  All Aboard Florida!
                                                  Sincerely, Gary M Peloquin

"BETTER-STRONGER-FASTER"
WWW.BODYLOGIX-FITNESS.COM

Gary Peloquin  President
BodyLogix Fitness Inc.
1050 NE Jensen Beach Blvd
Jensen Beach, FL 34957
772-225-5555

http://www.ideafit.com/profile/gary-peloquin

mailto:bodylogix@bellsouth.net
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From: Stefanie H. Foster
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida will be a disaster for the community of Stuart
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 8:25:36 AM

The impact of the 32 trains planned for All Aboard Florida will be devastating for the communities up
 and down the Treasure Coast, especially the community of Stuart.  The tracks already create
 considerable inconvenience and danger from the passing freight trains.  Adding additional freight,
 plus the All Aboard Florida routes, will significantly diminish the quality of life in Stuart.  Stuart will
 bear nothing but costs with no associated benefits.  Not one train is scheduled to stop in this area. 
 Hardly a fair trade-off.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Stefanie H. Foster
4230 SE Whiticar Way
Stuart, FL 34997-6142

mailto:stefanief@comcast.net
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From: Stuart Gollinger
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Will Do Terrible Harm To the People And Property Values In Martin County, FL
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014 5:59:47 PM

To: Federal Railroad Administration

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) issued by All Aboard 
Florida fails to appropriately recognize the terrible adverse effects of the 
Project that will run new passenger service through the Martin County 
corridor between Miami and Orlando, as follows:

1. It greatly minimizes the adverse effects on navigation, which will require 
the closing of moveable bridges near the Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad 
tracks much more frequently than at present, and result in the delay of 
boats moving through the St. Lucie River. 

2. It does not mention or discuss the major issue of the Project tying up 
vehicular traffic for prolonged periods to time, to such an extent that 
firemen, police and other first responders will not be able to meet their 
obligations in a timely manner. If the residents living in the towns near the 
FEC railroad tracks are more susceptible to seeing their homes burn down 
or people being harmed or dying as a result of the All Aboard Florida 
trains, why should the Project be approved at their expense? 

3. It greatly minimizes the impact to wildlife near the FEC railroad tracks, 
stating only that there will be a "negligible effect" without offering any 
proof or other evidence to substantiate its statement.
Clearly, the birds and mammals proximate to the FEC railroad tracks will be 
affected by the trains roaring through their natural habitat at over 100 
miles per hour. Does FRA care about destroying the natural ecological 
system in place near the FEC railroad tracks in Martin County? If so, the 
Project must not be approved.

mailto:jerigo@att.net
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4. It greatly exaggerates the so-called “beneficial effects”, citing no adverse 
effects on air quality because the Project would "reduce vehicle miles 
traveled by private cars.” However, the EIS fails to mention the effects of 
exhaust emanating every day from hundreds of idling vehicles that will 
have to wait for passing All Aboard Florida trains. 

5. It totally fails to even mention the major issue of the Project destroying 
the quality of life for so many residents of Martin County who will  have to 
listen every day of their lives to the sounds of All Aboard Florida trains 
roaring through their neighborhoods.; and

6. It totally disregards the impact on the market values of the homes 
proximate to the FEC railroad tracks. Thousands of Martin County residents
 will have the market values of their homes dramatically adversely affected 
by the Project. When the market values of the homes of those thousands 
of residents fall below the current values of their mortgages, as a result of 
the disruption to the people, wildlife and environment caused by the trains 
rumbling through their neighborhoods in Stuart, Hobe Sound and 
elsewhere in South Florida, the residents may very well just walk away from
 their mortgage obligations, which will put this State ( and Federal 
Government ) back where they were in 2006-2009 when banks were left 
holding the bag with respect to their many oversold mortgages to those 
who could not afford to pay them. Those banks may very well then need a 
major bailout from the Federal Government just to survive. Will the Federal
 Government wish to rescue the lending banks again? I don’t think there is 
enough sentiment in Congress for this to happen. The lending banks that 
do not survive will in turn cause a major downturn in the U.S. Economy—all
 because FRA may decide to approve the Project.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



Jeri Gollinger
7134 Hawk’s View Trail
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986



From: Lorraine Popky
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida will have a negative impact on the treasure coast
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:23:39 PM

I wanted to add my comment to those who have voiced opposition to All Aboard Florida. The
 environmental impact report is clearly flawed as it doesn't fully address the negative impact to
 the Treasure Coast community.  

I have lived in Stuart and Palm City for the past 6 years.  The train tracks currently in place
 divide the area separating some from the hospital. Frequent high-speed trains will cut one side
 off from the other and will definitely have a negative safety, financial,  and quality of life
 impact on this area.  In addition we are a nautical passageway and the current old rusty train
 track prevents trains from efficient travel.

AAF clearly doesn't benefit our community in anyway.  If there is no way to prevent AAF
 from proceeding, a possible compromise might be to include a stop in this area so they might
 also utilize the ability to travel to Orlando or Miami.  Also the 32 daily trains is not practical
 and this should be reduced.

Thank you for your careful consideration to this important issue.

Lorraine Popky

mailto:lpopky1@gmail.com
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From: Joe Binney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA WILL SHUT DOWN THE OKEECHOBEE WATERWAY, FLORIDA’S PANAMA CANAL
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:41:55 AM

My Name: Joe Binney

My Email: joebinney@gmail.com

My Address:

1020 Crescent Beach Rd
Vero Beach, FL

REGARDING COAST GUARD DOCUMENT USCG-2014-0937. ALL ABOARD FLORIDA WILL SHUT DOWN THE
 OKEECHOBEE WATERWAY, FLORIDA’S PANAMA CANAL

It is not just a little problem of impatient "yachties" waiting. As illustrated by Barbara Cook, The St. Lucie
 River is not just another Florida river. It stands apart from the New River and Loxahatchee
 River and Miami River because it is not merely a vessel thoroughfare through some county
 roads. It is the equivalent of the Panama Canal for vessels transiting via the Okeechobee
 Waterway from the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico. Just as the Panama Canal is the only
 way to get from the Atlantic to the Pacific without going around notorious Cape Horn, the
 Okeechobee Waterway is the only way for vessels to transit from the Gulf of Mexico to the
 Atlantic Ocean without going south around the Florida Keys (for shallow-draft vessels) or Key
 West (for deep-draft vessels).

The railroad trestle across the St. Lucie River in Stuart is the motor vehicle equivalent of a traffic bottleneck
 closing Interstate 95, possibly for the majority of each daylight hour, considering All Aboard Florida plans of 32
 transits per day, with most, if not all, during daylight hours. In its closed position, the trestle allows passage of
 boats that require clearance of less than of 6.2 feet, only the tiniest of boats. The trestle is not just another
 modern drawbridge. It is an ancient 100-year-old mechanism that opens and closes with the speed of a
 backward-facing turtle. It thus requires closures commencing well in advance of any approaching train, with
 sufficient advance time to alert and slow commercial barge traffic to complete passage prior to commencing its
 downward path. The Environmental Impact Statement says a closure cycle takes 15 minutes. That is not what I
 and others have measured, from red light to green light to coordination with opening the old Roosevelt vehicle
 bridge a few feet to the west of the trestle. Every time I have passaged the trestle, it takes 30 minutes to complete
 an open-and-close cycle, measured from the time the trestle red light heralds an approaching train, when
 vessels must halt their approach and when the old Roosevelt bridge tender will no longer open on request,
 including the time when the train passes sufficiently far to permit commencement of the closing process, to the
 time the green light once again allows passage of vessels and the old Roosevelt Bridge tender will once again
 open on request “after vehicle traffic clears”.

The plan is for 32 All Aboard Florida mostly daylight-traveling trains. Add that to the current 22 freight trains.
 Even assuming all the freight trains travel at night (which they do not), at 30 minutes per event that is 16 hours
 when boat traffic cannot passage! That is more daylight hours than there are in December. That effectively
 closes down Florida’s Panama Canal completely to the thousands of vessels that pass through the St. Lucie Lock
 on their passage from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. Those vessels include the new yachts that
 manufacturers bring to and from the boat shows in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, St. Pete, Newport and beyond, the
 many commercial barges, the yachts of cruisers and snowbirds headed home or to the Bahamas or to the Gulf
 on their way to Mexico, Texas and other states north and west, as well as the many casual recreational local
 boaters who live on the west side of the trestle.

It is not just about impatient yachties having to wait. The Okeechobee Waterway is a lifeline for Florida
 vessels transiting between the Gulf and the Atlantic, a lifeline that All Aboard Florida threatens
 to choke to its waterway death.

mailto:joebinney@gmail.com
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Sincerely,
Joe Binney

Recipients
Designated Comments Email as Provided In EIS Draft
Governor Rick Scott
Senator Marco Rubio
Senator Bill Nelson
Ananth Prasad Florida Department of Transportation
Andrew Philips - US Army
David Keys
Evelyn Smart - Coast Guard
Congressman Paul Ryan



From: Anthony Piel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida would destroy our town
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:48:04 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle,

The plans of East Coast Industries to run All Aboard Florida through Stuart, adding many more passenger and
 freight
cars through our town, would destroy the town.

Right now, School buses have to add 20 minutes or more to their schedules in order to be sure to cross the rail lines
to get to school in a timely manor, and this is with only freight traffic coming through the town. 
Emergency vehicles are really a problem, crossing the tracks at all times of day and night to the hospital.

Please consider an alternative route for the tracks. People are talking about putting the tracks along the Florida
 turnpike
or I-95. The proposal  of East Coast Industries will ruin the East Coast of Fl.

Anthony
Stuart FL

mailto:lbhpiel@gmail.com
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From: Gloria Spiess
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:10:51 AM

I am against AAF.   I do not want to increase train traffic through Vero Beach and I do not want our community
 socked with the huge cost of keeping the rail road freight lines running so the private investors can make money, 
 very messy and costly to our community.
Go away!
Gloria Spiess

Sent from my iPad

mailto:gspiess7@gmail.com
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From: Neil Lagin
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2014 10:30:19 AM

will impact opur area with fast  trains  32 each day  delayin  ambulances and emergency vehicles.  will impact us with  noise from the trains  train  horns  delay boats, lower
 our already low property vaues.   he train wil not stop anywhere north of Palm Beach through Orlando so why  have it come   through our  quiet towns. Neil Lagin 
 doctorneil9@yahoo.com    838 wentworth street Sebqstian Florida  the  2  new  bridges being  schedulaed to croos the  San Sebastin river will  add to the lagoons 
 pollution   thank you

mailto:doctorneil9@yahoo.com
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From: Rusty Quince
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2014 10:53:28 AM

This "Plan" for the "betterment of Florida" is a Most Devastating idea drummed up by Big 
business in freight, with no regard for the people living here, or realestate val.... Stop the 
Selfishness  &  Greed!!!!!!
http://www.quincesart.portfoliobox.me/home

mailto:rustyquinceart@gmail.com
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From: Anthony Lang
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 4:50:46 PM

The routing of this high speed line is a serious mistake and will disrupt
 commerce, emergency services and peoples lives in general who will reap
 no benefit from it.

If there is a real NEED for a high speed direct link between Miami and
 Orlando, move it inland through farm territory, not right through densely
 populated areas nearer the coast.  None of the people living there will have
 access to the service because there are no planned stops.  All they will get
 is the delay and noise 32 times a day.

Move it, or forget it.  It is NOT a benefit to the communities it will disrupt.

Anthony Lang
Delray Beach, FL 33484

mailto:allpa@bellsouth.net
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From: Mike Boguth
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2014 10:32:55 AM

I am writing to say I am opposed to increased railroad traffic along the treasure coast. I am a homeowner in
 Michigan with a vacation home on Hutchinson Island. As a snowbird, I know my dollars are very important to the
 livelihood of this area's economy. I can assure the people of Martin County, we will NOT be able to sell this area to
 others if our locality becomes a major railway corridor. Those who have a choice where to spend their real estate
 dollars will GO ELSEWHERE.  It is obvious the state of Florida has decided to downgrade and write off the
 Treasure Coast and turn it into a second-rate location. I don't see 32 trains a day running through other coastal cities
 in Florida. It makes NO SENSE. The reports and studies that I have read all agree on one thing, millions of dollars
 will be spent on this project. I have one question. Why not spend money on new tracks through a less populated
 area in the state? If money is being spent anyway, this idea would be much easier to sell to citizens. Why isn't this a
 probability?
Jean Boguth
1357 NE Ocean Blvd
Stuart, FL 34996

Sent from my iPad

mailto:mboguth1@gmail.com
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From: Hessian John
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:01:13 AM

The proposed train thru Vero Beach would be a disaster.!!!

mailto:jhessiansr@gmail.com
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From: Lois Henrion
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2014 11:44:09 AM

Another waste of taxpayer money for a project not needed or desired. 
AmTrak trains are not running full at any time and who is going to fly
into Miami to ride a train to Orlando when a excellent airport exist in
Orlando.

Lois Henrion
12366 185th St No
Jupiter, Fl 33478

mailto:joehenrion@bellsouth.net
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From: Charles Scaife
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 2:13:35 PM

I have a house 100 ft from the tracks
Imagine 32 trains a day to take people from Miami  to Orlando
What happened to rental cars, planes, and busses.My property will
De value by 50 percent.
Charles Scaife

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:scaifecc@aol.com
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From: Jack Sopher
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2014 8:42:42 PM

Dear Sirs/ladies,

My wife and I have big concerns about All Aboard Florida.  We can't imagine why there is a need to have
 32 trains racing thru our area each day at high speeds, without any of them making a stop in our area
 that would offer us that service.  During the Winter Season, our Highways and our Rivers are crowded
 with autos and boats.   It's bad enough that the freight trains currently running thru our area create traffic
 back ups for both cars and boats.   Increasing the rains would also could affect Emergency vehicles
 getting to their destinations quickly.

Increased noise, falling property values, and increased bridge and rail crossing maintenance would also
 be a big concern.  

It also scares us that they are asking for over a Billion dollars in government loans.

We think the plan as it is right now, would be a terrible plan and a good chance that our government (us)
 would lose money when it fails.

We would hope that your organization would deem this plan "Unworkable".

Sincerely, 

JACK and BARBARA SOPHER
773 NETTLES BOULEVARD
JENSEN BEACH, FLORIDA 34957
772-229-3762
772-229-8045 - Fax
jdsopher@aol.com  

mailto:jdsopher@aol.com
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From: william clair
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 4:36:14 PM

BECAUSE ALL ABOARD FLORIDA'S SPEED THROUGH THE TREASURE COAST 
COMMUNITIES OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY,ST.LUCIE COUNTY;MARTIN COUNTY 
WITHOUT ANY STOPS,
I FEEL A CORRIDOR FOR ALL ABOARD FLORIDA THROUGH THE TREASURE 
COAST MUST BE ON A NEW CORRIDOR SIGNIFICANTLY WEST OF 
THESE HEAVILY POPULATED AREAS!!!!!!

SINCERELY,
WILLIAM J. CLAIR, FLORIDA PERMANENT RESIDENT& HOME OWNER
OCEANSIDECLAIR@ BELLSOUTH.NET
7936 SE DOUBLE TREE DRIVE
HOBE SOUND, FLORIDA 33455
772-770-6910

mailto:oceansideclair@bellsouth.net
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From: nelldavid729@aol.com
To: AAF_comments@vhb.com.
Subject: All aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:06:08 PM

I am against this high speed rail coming through our local
neighborhoods. Children sleep feel away from the tracks, can you
imagine a high speed train barreling by when you are tyring to sleep or
study or just live? Its too fast to be in such populated areas. Build
it out west on new tracks away from busy city street with animals and
children about.  WE DO NOT WANT IT!!!
Nell Hartley
729 Macy ST
West Palm Beach, FL 33405

mailto:nelldavid729@aol.com
mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com.


From: dbsjt
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2014 12:25:37 PM

Dear sir or madam,
 
I have lived in Jupiter for 55 years and would like to express the reservations that I have concerning the
 so-called, ‘All Aboard Florida’ train service.
 
Nothing about the service makes much sense.
 
There is already service available for those who need to travel those routes.  That service is already
 subsidized by the government and is used mostly by lower paid workers to get to their jobs and students
 traveling to magnet schools.  If this new private service complains about unfair competition, the fares will
 rise and the existing service will be price out of range of those who need it.
 
The inconvenience in the short term to drivers and boaters is magnitudes greater than any benefit that the
 redundant service could ever provide.
 
The long term is my greatest worry.  The All Aboard Florida group has a flawed business plan that will
 accomplish nothing but let them pay themselves from the federal loan they are trying to get, that they
 have no intention of ever paying back.  They will soon find that there are not enough riders that are
 willing to overpay for transportation that does not get them where they need to go.  The forecast included
 in the report of 11,000 riders per day is laughable.  The service will either shut down or try to get
 additional government funds to keep it alive.
 
I am in no way suggesting that a private company cannot attempt to do what All Aboard Florida
 proposing.  However, I do not think that it is at all appropriate for the government to lend my tax dollars to
 them.
 
All Aboard Florida has no hope of providing a useful or profitable service and should be denied any public
 funding.
 
Very truly yours
 
Douglas Bogue
965 Marlin Drive
Jupiter, FL 33458
561 308 7112
 

mailto:dbsjt@comcast.net
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From: Sally Barrett
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: towncouncil@jupiter.fl.us; Sue Bechtold
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014 3:23:32 PM

ATTN: JOHN WINKLE

My husband and I chose Jupiter, FL for our place of retirement.  It has a beautiful small town feeling.  I do
 not mind being inconvenienced by the railroad crossing closings, when fourteen (14) 100 or more freight
 cars tear through our community at a high rate of speed, because that is the price of keeping our economy
 strong.  I will mind being inconvenienced with 52 railroad crossing gates closing every day.  If the
 privately funded company for ALL ABOARD FLORIDA thinks that a passenger train traveling through
 Jupiter will only take 1.7 minutes and a freight train passing through Jupiter will only take 2.8 minutes.
 This is just not correct.  Have you thought about the time it takes to lower and lift the gates?  How about
 the time it takes to allow all the backed up traffic to pass through the intersection?  You might think about
 recalculating this figure.

The Loxahatchee River Bridge railroad crossing will stop the boats attempting to get to the inter coastal
 waterway or to the inlet 52 times a day for 12 minutes each time  That adds up to 10.4 hours per day.
  Who wants to buy river front property in Jupiter and Tequesta?  Do you think all of this affects our
 property values? YES, of course it does.

If Amtrak and Tri-Rail has passenger trains from Orlando to Miami to Orlando daily,  then WHY DO WE
 RESIDENTS LIVING IN JUPITER, NOT ONLY NEAR THE RAILROAD TRACKS, HAVE TO BE SO
 INCONVENIENCED?  What is good about this for Jupiter residents?

If you live on the ocean side of the railroad tracks and happen to be having a heart attack, or need an
 ambulance, trying to get to the hospital during any of these 52 closings could be a matter of life or death!

I object to this forward and future thinking!  There is no need for this “ALL ABOARD FLORIDA".

sally_barrett 
barrettct@comcast.net

mailto:barrettct@comcast.net
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From: Marie
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 4:44:11 PM

Please do not move forward with this plan. The impact on our neighborhood will be devastating. We live within
 blocks of the railroad and the increased number and speed of trains will ruin our quiet, rural area and negatively
 impact the lives of it's residents.
We plead with you to reject the plan

Alex and marie Gitsas
8188  SE Swan ave
Hobe Sound, fl

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:carsmimi@aol.com
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From: Fred. Mensing
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:39:07 AM

The loss of AAF plans now will cost much more In 20 years   The FEC was a 2 main track railroad till passenger
 service ended in the mid 1960's and history shows 28 trains ( passenger ) a day in the winter season    People who
 move next to an airport/Railroad  are only fooling them selves expansion is sure to come   As the supply of oil is
 used up the need of train service will expand and it will be best done now not later.  Make AAF HAPPON IT WILL
 WORK.  THE NORTH EAST METROLINER WAS TO FAIL? IT DID NOT AND ALL THE ISHUES WERE
 FIXED NOISE GRADE CROSSONGS ETC
SUBMITED BY FRED. MENSING

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:fdmensing@att.net
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From: muphen@verizon.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Wednesday, November 5, 2014 7:48:31 PM

I am in opposition to the All Aboard Florida proposal. It makes absolutely no sense to put a train
 through the heart of busy cities when there are CSX rails already in place west of populated cities.
 Residents would not have extended waiting times more frequently than we have now at crossings,
 will not impact maritime travel, will not delay emergency calls to the hospital,and would be safer
 if the current rails west were used. There would be more opportunities for expansion and less
 opposition if the western rails were used. Let's use some common sense !

mailto:muphen@verizon.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Ld Schneider
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 7:01:44 AM

1.6 BILLION on another rail boondoggle – I think not.  If this is such a good idea and
 there will be lots of riders that will repay any investment needed then private
 enterprise can fund it, NOT taxpayer money.  Of course they could not raise one and
 a half billion in private capital for such a foolish idea but it appears the Federal
 Government is OK with funding yet another Solyndra or other ridiculous experiment
 in rail transit that won’t work and the taxpayer will take it in the ear (again!).

mailto:Ld@webauthor.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Robin Bernstein
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:16:03 PM

Dear Mr Winkle:
This letter expresses my strong support of the All Aboard Florida project which will improve Mobility in Florida by
 reintroducing passenger rail along the current Florida East Coast Railway corridor. This will create thousands of
 jobs and generate millions in economic impacts

Florida 's population continues to grow and expand and we must have alternative transportation options to serve our
 citizens.

There is no other infrastructure project  that will benefit our future and economy as much this one and as a
 businesswoman in Palm Beach
County,  I ask you for your support.

Sincerely,

Robin. S. Bernstein
President
Richard S.  Bernstein and Associates Inc
West Palm Beach, Florida

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Robin@rbernstein.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Claude Gerstle
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 5:44:05 PM

All aboard Florida's plan is a disaster waiting to happen. The high-speed passenger train
 should never share track with freight trains and should not be built across 100-year-old
 Bridges. The AAF should not be granted any federal loans for their plan

Claude Gerstle
7749 Villa d Este Way
Delray Beach, FL 33446
201-886-7113

mailto:cgerstle22@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Paul W Floyd Jr
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:39:22 PM

 I  have seen no info as to why this line is needed ?  how it will be paid for ?   Cant
 imagine that many people in Miami wishing to go to Orlando on numerous trains
 daily--   my home town of Jupiter fl   will be tied up numerous time daily,  cutting the
 hospital off from the eastern part of the town  while  rescuers wait for empty trains to
 pass.   That makes a lot of sense!!   Who dreams up these absurd idea's.   It will be
 another Washington money pit as is most of what Washington does!    Some fat cat
 campaign supporter will pocket millions  and we get stuck with the
 mess!!!!!!!!!!!!!               Thank you Washington DC

mailto:southncrs@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Bobby Bilbo
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 4:09:39 PM

All Aboard Florida Project impacts have not been properly or fully evaluated in the

 Draft EIS, especially with respect to need for the Project, noise, safety, wildlife, and

 marine navigation. Lacking appropriate evaluation based on accurate data, impacts

 and mitigation cannot be properly identified or alternatives evaluated. The Project

 should be halted until evaluation of impacts is complete and appropriate mitigation is

 provided.

Marine navigation in the area of the Loxahatchee Bridge is of particular concern. The

 bridge currently poses significant safety concerns. Situation will be worsened by

 increased rail traffic and bridge closures. Having been a boater here for years, the

 condition of the rail bridge is particularly concerning and what will probably be heavy

 and sustained repairs and construction will negatively impact not only the people on

 the water but also the tax dollars necessary. Since when could a government project

 concerning salt water, wildlife, railroads and many more variables even be

 considered to stay on task, schedule and even close to on budget? Many more

 factors need to be studied before the life of thousands is so negatively impacted.

Thank you,

Bobby Bilbo
direct: 561-460-6956

mailto:bilboyachts@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Ernest Smith
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Lee G Smith
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 2:07:16 PM

September 21, 2014

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. Room W38-31
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Winkle:

As residents of Vero Beach, Florida my wife and I wish to convey our opposition to the implementation of
 passenger train service between Miami and Orlando.  Current plans call for up to 16 round-trip trains per day which
 would travel on tracks that go through the heart of Vero Beach but would not stop in Vero Beach.  The trains would
 travel at speeds of up to 103 mph.  There is no benefit to the residents of Vero Beach, just plenty of noise and
 plenty of waiting in our cars while the trains pass through our beautiful town.  It seems evident to us that Vero
 Beach would lose some of its beauty and some of its value with the addition of these trains.

Sincerely,

Ernest W. Smith
Lee G. Smith
4565 Bridgepointe Way # 142
Vero Beach, FL 32967

mailto:ewsmith1@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:leegsmith@comcast.net


From: conniecaramba
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 8:55:46 AM

The proposed All Aboard Florida would be a disaster to the city of Stuart.  As a small
 business owner on SW Osceola ST, 2 blocks from the rr tracks, 23 or 32 freight
 trains coming through the city would destroy business by preventing reasonable
 access to the downtown and the hospital.

On the environmental side, the noise and vibration would cause irreparable harm to
 birds, dolphins and other creatures.

Why destroy the east coast of Florida?  it's all about the money.

Please come up with another plan to move freight from Miami.

Constance Mainwaring

Stuart fl 34994

mailto:conniecaramba@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Linda Kardos
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 8:45:44 AM

I just wanted to voice my strong objection to the plan to allow high speed passenger trains to traverse through the
 very center of our city. The reasons are myriad and obvious!
The impact on our everyday existence, our
Safety, our livelihoods and
Our property values is not calculable.
Please squash this profit
Motivated effort on the part of All Aboard Florida
Which is really a subterfuge to bring more
Freight by fortifying and
Adding to their existing
Rails!
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Linda S Kardos 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:droleanfl@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Cathi Odom
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:18:15 PM

I am ABSOLUTELY against the "passenger" train. I am sure that All Board Florida (FEC)
 already knows it will be a boondoogle. No one is going to use it to go from Miami to Orlando.
 But, the tracks & infrastructure will all be in place to carry freight. At TAXPAYER expense!
 The only jobs it will create will be to build the depots that will within no time at all be
 obsolete. As the tracks cross major roadways, it will cause many traffic problems. Law
 enforcement, medical, etc. will be stopped while far too many trains are passing. The noise
 will be unbearable, and, I'm guessing with as many trains as they say will be traveling
 through, never ending. Homes which have already lost value due to the horrible economy,
 will continue to lose value.

Cathi Odom
6009 Tangelo Dr
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

mailto:floridacass2@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: marysand237@reagan.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 12:19:15 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I would like to voice my opinion against AAF planning its route through the Treasure Coast.  I feel you are
 the big guys and are taking advantage of us little guys.  Feel free to build your business as long as you
 create new rails that go around the small towns in the Treasure Coast area.  We won't reap ANY long
 term benefits from this service and we will have nothing but hardship because of YOUR GREED.
 
There are many reasons that your trains will have a negative effect on our towns; which I know you have
 heard before and are choosing to turn a deaf ear and blind eye to these issues.  However, they are very
 important to the folks who live and work in our Treasure Coast.
 
1.  Emergency response will be negatively affected.
2.  School busses will be impacted and ultimately create havoc on the start of school each day.  The
 traffic that will build up at this time of day will have an negative effect on all commuters.  Not only cause
 delays in the start of a person's work schedule, but definitely increasing personal stress levels!
3.  The noise and vibrations are another negative impact to the business and homes with close proximity
 to the rails.
4.  Of course your financing is an issue; regardless of how you end up financing this SHADY DEAL, the
 people will ultimately be the ones who are paying and defraying some of your costs.  
5.  Although touched upon in my mention of school busses and school traffic, traffic throughout the day
 will be constantly delayed and backed up because 32 trains a day will be about once every 48 minutes.
  By the time traffic gets somewhat unsnarled, another train will pass through.  
 
In conclusion, your plan to have trains at these intervals and at these speeds will do nothing but lower the
 quality of life for the residents of the Treasure Coast.
 
Mary Sanderson

mailto:marysand237@reagan.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: price5601@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 2:14:37 PM

If you must have a train between Miami and Orlando, please route it on the tracks
 West of town - not send it through the heart of the Treasure 
Coast for all the obvious reasons.  It's simply unfair and wrong to do it the way it's
 currently planned.  If it goes as planned, there will be too much noise, traffic holdups,
 pollution, etc.

Sarah Price
5601 N. A1A #305N.
Vero Beach, FL 32963

mailto:price5601@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: tink
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 7:17:17 PM

Absolutely do not want this in our lovely Paradise. 

mailto:llainfl@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Tom Haworth
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 28, 2014 3:28:11 PM

We in Martin and st. Lucie counties are strongly opposed to any use of tax dollars to enrich
 the scheme of AAF. 

If they want to go to Orlando, but not stop in our area, work out a compromise with them to
 use the Amtrak right of way from W. Palm to Orlando. It's a straight line! Stay away from our
 downtown track crossings and RR bridge over the Loxahatchee. PLEASE?

Tom Haworth
9219 riverfront terr
Tequesta FL 33469

mailto:haworth.tom@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Susan Klein
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 3:34:40 PM

Please, please do not runs these trains through our towns! No matter how it is argued or
 presented, it will have a devastating effect on our lives. We go to work, to school, to hospitals
 and doctors other health care facilities, to recreation, and shopping  by crossing these tracks
 every day.! Those who have homes and businesses in close proximity to trains going 90 mph
 will be even more devastated. There are alternate routes to get a speeding train to Orlando
 from Miami without interrupting so many lives....Miami to Okeechobee and straight up to
 Orlando, or follow the Florida Turnpike!

Susan Klein
2654 SW River Shore Drive
Port St. Lucie,
FL 34984

mailto:skleintwo@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Holly Rosvik
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: all aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2014 4:08:30 PM

Dear John Winkle,

I am writing you to request that you request you utilize all of your efforts to stop the train
 project from Miami northward. The new rails and Miami's plan to become a deep water port
 will most likely increase freight train passage. Costs for mitigating the noise, safety issues and
 the devaluation of our property have not been resolved in Vero Beach's favor.

I am currently a resident at Vista Royal, a senior community of 1512 condos in Indian
 River County, bordering Route 1 and the current railroad tracks. We are
 overwhelmingly against the All Aboard Florida proposal to add tracks allowing up to
 32 passenger trains a day, travelling at high speeds, very close to our community.
 There are presently 3 railroad crossings (Oslo Road, 1stStreet and 4th Street) that will
 be directly affected by the planned tracks and trains, limiting our access to
 emergency services, shopping and daily travel throughout Indian River County, as
 well as the safety issues associated with the additional trains.

As a resident of Vista Royale I am recognize the need for the development of industry.
 As seniors we must be concerned with our safety first. Decreased ability for safety
 vehicles to enter our community is of great concern. The addition of trains and noise
 associated with them will also add noise to our many outdoor activities we currently
 enjoy. We are also concerned that Vista Royale’s properties will decline in value
 because of the diminished access to our community and the increased noise
 generated by the high speed trains.

Please do not allow the All Aboard Florida proposal to pass. 
Sincerely,

Phyllis H. Johansen

50 Woodland Drive
Vero Beach, Florida
Are you a good person?
Click here to find out!
www.livingwaters.com/good

mailto:hollyrosvik@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
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From: masino01@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 12:08:05 PM
Attachments: AAF_Letter for railroad.docx

mailto:masino01@aol.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment

DATE: _November 20, 2014______

TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com)

FROM: ROBERT W. SPATARELLA______ your email address: masino01@aol.com

_______________________________

Mailing address:  829 SAPODILLA DRIVE, BAREFOOT BAY,  32976 _________________________________________



Dear Sir:



I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and comment. 



The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife.  There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as the South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people believe there is nothing we can do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local officials concessions and/or stations “sometime in the future.”  



The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will be limited by increased delays at crossing. 



Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.    



Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St. Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of national importance and in critical need of restoration.



Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak.  



I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal.  Better yet, tell them to move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an amendment to the state’s constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike. 



Sincerely yours,

ROBERT & NANCY SPATARELLA











From: Rocky Tirado
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 5:19:27 PM

Why don't you elevate all critical railroad crossing areas as was done on long island over 40
 years ago with the LIRR improvement project - too complicated?? or is it the financial issue. 
 You will wait for a class action suit because delays caused several deaths before spending less
 of our tax dollars  

-- 

Rocky

mailto:rockytirado1@gmail.com
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From: Vern Jarosak
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 6:09:30 PM

Gentlemen:
 
If the proposed passenger rail service between Orlando and Miami is such a good thing;
 
a)  let the public subscribe to the entire financing and eliminate the government subsidy of
 $1.6 billion
b)  have the railway pay its own costs of crossing  maintenance
 
In short, no taxpayer support of any kind.  Not one cent!
 
Sincerely,
Vern Jarosak
Joan Jarosak

mailto:verjo48@sbcglobal.net
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From: yachtlibre@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:39:26 PM

Dear Sir,

I would like to take this opportunity to voice my opinion about the proposed AAF project.

1) With the existing train service losing millions of dollars a year I find it hard to believe this
 venture will be profitable.

2) This will become another financial drain on the taxpayers.

3) I find it very difficult to believe they can generate enough passengers to cover a small portion
 of their expenses.        

4) There are areas along the existing tracks they plan to use where older frame built houses are @
 20 feet from the tracks.
    I believe the shock wave coming from a train traveling 110 MPH will weaken these structures.

5) If AAF thinks this is a necessary venture, they should build the tracks West of I-95, this will
 have a minimum effect on the
    homes and businesses along the proposed route.

6) The majority of the population in Indian River County lives on the West side of the railroad
 tracks, the Hospital is located
    East of the tracks.  During the past two weeks freight trains have blocked major intersections
 three times for @ 15 minutes
    each time.  Being in an ambulance in a life or death situation at the time could leave someone
 with little hope.

7) I believe home values from Palm Beach to Cocoa will take a serious hit from this project.

As you may be aware there is a major dredging project taking place at the Port of Miami, the
 purpose being to get the depth
needed for the Super Container Ships when the new section of the Panama Canal opens in the
 next year.  With Cocoa being
@ half way between Miami and Jacksonville that takes care of half of the track upgrades needed
 to haul freight North from
Miami.  This would then enable Miami to beat out Jacksonville, Savannah and Charleston for the
 freight.  I had the opportunity
to attend 2 AAF meetings put on by an executive of AAF, interestingly, at both meetings the
 subject came up about the freight
trains.  He then described how the present track system caused the rail cars to sway from side to
 side and the new system would
eliminate that sway making for a quieter passing of the train.

I think that Fortress Investment Group, the parent company of FEC & AAF are using the AAF
 project as a cover up to secure the
funds needed to upgrade their tracks for FEC freight.  Also, I believe they should be required to
 construct over or under passes
in each county that will enable emergency vehicles to reach their destinations without delay.  I
 rest my case.

mailto:yachtlibre@aol.com
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Sincerely,

George Marcinko
2811 Saint Bart's Square
Vero Beach, FL  32967    



From: Lori Newton
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 5:58:33 AM

I am 100% against this going through Vero Beach. I feel it would be dangerous for people living west of the railway
 and who may need life saving measures at the hospital which is on the east side of the train tracks.   This would be a
 dangerous situation.

Sincerely,

Lori j. Newton

Sent from my iPad

mailto:ljnewton@comcast.net
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From: Teresa Kinsey
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 6:57:16 PM

To whom it may concern:

I am among many residents of Stuart who thinks it is a terrible idea to have this many trains going through
 residential areas. The traffic back up alone is frightening to think of. Please reconsider this plan and look at it from
 a resident's point of view. Moving away from the trains may be the option we choose if this plan persists. Who wins
 then?

Sincerely hoping you reconsider,

Teresa Kinsey

Sent from my iPad

mailto:farmkin@bellsouth.net
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From: jmtcet@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 4:41:29 PM

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I FEEL THIS IS AN EFFORT IN FUTILITY, BUT  ONCE AGAIN I WISH TO EXPRESS MY
 DISPLEASURE AND OBJECTION TO THE PLAN TO RUN HIGH SPEEDS TRAINS THROUGH THE
 BEAUTIFUL TOWNS ALONG THE TREASURE COAST.  RESIDENTS WILL BE SUBJECTED TO
 DANGEROUS INTERSECTIONS, AND THE INCONVENIENCE CAUSED BY THE MANY TRAINS
 SCHEDULED TO TRAVEL THROUGH OUR NEIGHBORHOODS THROUGHOUT THE DAY.  WE
 DERIVE NO BENEFIT FROM THIS ABSURD PLAN AND DO NOT WANT IT.  THE MEETINGS THAT
 HAVE BEEN HELD RECENTLY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS THEIR CONCERNS ABOUT ALL
 ABOARD FLORIDA SHOULD HAVE SENT A CLEAR MESSAGE TO THE "POWERS THAT BE" ...........
 WE DO NOT WANT THIS TO HAPPEN AND RUIN OUR COMMUNITIES!

UNFORTUNATELY, WE KNOW THAT BIG MONEY AND POLITICIANS DON'T REALLY CARE ABOUT
 THE GENERAL PUBLIC.  WE DON'T GET A CHANCE TO VOTE ON THIS PROJECT, JUST HAVE IT
 SHOVED DOWN OUR THROATS.

SO ADD MY VOICE TO THOSE WHO SAY, LOUD AND CLEAR, WE DO NOT
 WANT ALL ABOARD FLORIDA!!!
YOUR ATTENTION IS REQUESTED,
 
JOAN TRAENKLE
5524 57 WAY
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32967
 

 

mailto:jmtcet@aol.com
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From: Loretta Dorn
To: John.Winkle@DOT.gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov; gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov; altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov; john.tobia@myfloridahouse.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov; ritch.workman@myfloridahouse.gov;

 tom.goodson@myfloridahouse.gov; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 10:01:54 AM
Attachments: Form AAF Letter.docx

 
 

From: Micco Home Owners [mailto:miccohomeowners@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 11:27 AM
To: Micco Home Owners
Subject: SAMPLE LETTER
 
We know. Everyone is tired of worrying about All Aboard Florida and their 110 mph passenger trains flying through Micco road crossings.  MHOA is working hard to make railroad officials understand our concerns for safety at
 the tracks, as well as to ensure there is no damage to the fragile environment that surrounds us in the Indian River Lagoon and St. Sebastian River.
 
Please take a little time to review the SAMPLE LETTER we have pasted below and attached.  The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is asking for comments and we think this letter addresses many of the issues Micco
 residents have shared with us. Of course, if you wish to edit or use your own works – please do so.  
 
You may cut and paste the letter into your own email and send to:  John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (fyi: that’s AAF(underscore)@vhb.com
 
We have also provided email addresses for many of Florida’s elected officials who represent us BELOW.  Please copy the important leaders with your letter to the railroad administration too. Just cut and paste their addresses
 into the CC: area of your email.
 
rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov; gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov; altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov;
 john.tobia@myfloridahouse.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov; ritch.workman@myfloridahouse.gov; tom.goodson@myfloridahouse.gov; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us
 
If you prefer to just mail your letter and not send it by email, here’s the address:
 
John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE Room V-38-311
Washington D.C. 20590
 
The DEADLINE for receipt is December 3rd.  Micco Homeowner's sincerely appreciates your help!  See you next year at our January 8th meeting.
 
Here's the sample letter and it's attached too.
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
DATE: _____________
TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com)
FROM: ____________________ your email address _________________ ____________________
Mailing address___________________________________________________________________
 
Dear Sir:
 
I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and
 comment.
 
The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight
 and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife.  There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as the
 South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people believe there is nothing wecan do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local officials concessions
 and/or stations “sometime in the future.” 
 
The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious
 impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will be limited by increased delays at crossing.
 
Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.   
 
Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are
 being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an
 endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St. Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and
 included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of national importance and in critical need of restoration.
 
Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak. 
 
I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal.  Better yet, tell them to
 move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an amendment to the state’s constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike.
 
Sincerely yours,
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DATE:11/21/2014 _____________

TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com)

FROML.Dorn ___________________ your email address pitasmom921@comcast.net_____________________________________

Mailing address_746 Canary Drive, Barefoot Bay, FL/ 32976__________________________________________________________________



Dear Sir:



I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and comment. 



The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife.  There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as the South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people believe there is nothing wecan do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local officials concessions and/or stations “sometime in the future.”  



The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will be limited by increased delays at crossing. 



Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.    



Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St. Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of national importance and in critical need of restoration.



Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak.  



I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal.  Better yet, tell them to move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an amendment to the state’s constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike. 



Sincerely yours,

 Mrs. Loretta Dorn









From: Hilchann@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2014 11:52:21 PM

Thirty two high speed trains within 24 hours and at least 8 hours of the 24 there will
 be no trains . So during the remaining hours there will be trains very often. this is a
 very serious situation to the communities on the Treasure Coast , because  in Vero
 Beach the only hospital is on the East side of the tracks, but most of the residents
 live  and work on the West side of the tracks. Is "All Aboard Florida" prepared to
 handle the liability involved in this unmanageable situation? Aside from the hospital a
 large percentage of all kinds of medical facilities are also East of the tracks.
 
The Treasue Coast communities have no benefit from this train service, only the
 inconvenience and it could be a matter of life or death.
 
I definitely am deeply opposed  to this hazzardous proposal.

mailto:Hilchann@aol.com
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From: Dolores Cutter
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 3:15:22 PM

IF THE DECISION IS FOR YOU TO MAKE PLEASE DO NOT APPROVE THE
 PROPOSAL FOR THE RAILROAD DESTROYING OUR WAY OF LIFE ON THE
 TREASURE COAST OF FLORIDA, WE LOVE
PROGRESS BUT NOT THIS WAY, IT WILL CREATE PROBLEMS TOO DIFFICULT
 FOR THE PEOPLE
THAT LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA....
THANK YOU  AND IT WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED
IF YOU  SUPPORT " NOT ALL ABOARD FLORDIA..."PLEASE DO NOT APPROVE
 THIS PROJECTED NIGHTMARE... 
SINCERELY,

DALE A CUTTER

mailto:dcutter140@att.net
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From: Garret Almeida
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 10:03:39 AM

Sir,
I am a boater and a marine business owner in Stuart Fl and the All Aboard Florida rail service 
will be severe problem for my boating and my business.  Please deny the loan/funding request 
for this project.  The viability of this is questionable at best.
Best regards,
Garret Almeida | Yacht Brokerage | cell (561) 818-0300 | office (772) 692-1001 |fax (772) 
692-1004
garret@ityachts.com | www.ityachts.com | 415 NW Flagler Ave #202| Stuart, Florida 34994 
Island Trader Yacht Sales, the adventure begins here...

mailto:galmeida1@hotmail.com
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From: john
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 1:39:34 PM

I doubt if my comments will do any good, because there is too much money going in certain individuals pockets.  I
 can’t see any other reason for this, other than money.  You are going to hurt thousands of people’s lives for the
 profit of a few.  You are killing many a small town on Florida’s east coast, but I’m sure you already know that. 
 You probably also know that a lot of local coast people will die in additional accidents because of the trains. 
 Marinas will suffer because of inadequate railroad bridges. Big money people with big boats will leave the coast.
 You already know what will happen.  That is why they have someone without a face in Washington is making a
 decision about a part of the country that he probably knows little about.  Probably doesn’t even know how many
 people or towns will suffer because of him.

I’m just about done.

 Since there is another set of rails in a less populated route that would accomplish the same thing with a lot less with
 a lot less turmoil and pain to thousands of people and a number of towns.  But you haven’t even mentioned that.  
 That shows your, remember the old word character.

In conclusion I want to say I hope that the people that this high speed train kills doesn’t weigh on you mine.

John DeRose Sr.

mailto:j0hnd@comcast.net
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From: goestereich@att.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Friday, November 28, 2014 9:43:30 AM

I would like to go on record as opposing this proposal.  I have concerns about the
 traffic tie-ups multiple times a day, the noise and general disruptions in normal
 everyday life.  This will be of no benefit to the smaller cities along the coast.   I would
 not be opposed to the railroad if it were situated along the I-95 corridor or in that
 vicinity.

Henry E. Oestereich
3000 N. Highway A1A
Fort Pierce, FL  34949

mailto:goestereich@att.net
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From: Dwane Daniel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 10:34:55 AM

I am a Florida native and resident of 66 plus years. While the concept might have some merit the
 overall project is yet another example of development greed by the few and at the expense of the
 many. BIG CHOO CHOO, Bad Idea!
 
Dwane C. Daniel, Broker/Associate
Innovative, Resourceful, Results!
kw/KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY of the TREASURE COAST
819 SW Federal Highway, Royal Palm Financial Center, Suite 300, Stuart, FL 34994
Dwane@FlaPropertyFinders.com   (772) 370-4329, Mobile
Service Area: Jensen Beach, Hutchinson Island, Stuart, Palm City, Jupiter Island, Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce & Vero Beach
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From: Karen & Bob Faber
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:07:01 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

The proposed plan for All Aboard Florida will have a huge negative impact on the
 communities east of the I95 corridor. Better judgement would be to plan the line west of I95
 where it will have a minimum impact on the population and businesses of the Treasure Coast. 
 It might also be considered to have a "stop" somewhere between Palm Beach and Vero
 Beach. 

Let me tell you that if you speak to the "people", you will find they are all enraged by your
 proposed current plan. 

-- 
Have a great day!!

Karen A Faber and Robert A Faber
Full time residents in St Lucie County 

mailto:kabobgt@gmail.com
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From: Russell Stiriz
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:06:58 PM

To whom it my concern;     NO, To AAF.
I don't need a train passing by 32 times a day.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Rastiriz1@yahoo.com
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From: Kelly Davidson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:18:57 AM

Im opposed! 
Current train traffic already causing school bus delays. 
More train traffic will not help!
Thanks,

mailto:kellydavidson2009@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Edward C. Aldridge, Jr.
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:28:26 PM

We highly object to All Aboard Florida travelling through our community.  Trains passing through will cause delays
 and frustration, as well as unnecessary noise.

Edward and Joanne Aldridge

mailto:aldridgepj@earthlink.net
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From: dickanddani@sbcglobal.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 12:01:31 PM

        Sir:
 
We have recently moved to Vero Beach from New England, and the proposed AAF and the
 public debate about it were the first big issues we heard about.  Our initial reaction – which
 has been strengthened as we have learned more – is that this is a preposterous idea that can
 only do damage to the coastal communities through which the trains will (speedily) pass,
 without obvious strategic value to anyone, with the possible exception of its optimistic
 developers.  Even then, the risk/reward trade-off is difficult to understand.
 
All of the alternatives we have heard seem more reasonable:
 

A new or refurbished track down the middle of the state, perhaps passing near the
 riverbed, which we understand is being ;returned to its original, less straightline, path. 
 This would allow for raised track in select areas to accommodate road crossings, cattle,
 wildlife, etc.  France’s TGV has much of its track through scenic countryside, which adds
 to the quality of the trip.  This would also encourage future spur lines to intermediate
 destinations if/when the need arises. 

More freight by water instead of by rail.

A monorail parallel to the Turnpike.

 
It is not possible for us to suggest the ideal alternative.  We do, however, wish to express our
 opposition to the current AAF proposal in the strongest possible terms.
 
Dick and Danielle Thalheimer

mailto:dickanddani@sbcglobal.net
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From: Jack Sopher
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:34:17 PM

Hi,
A quick note to let you know that, after many months of reading and listening to the pros and cons, I can
 honestly say that I am not in favor of All Aboard Florida traveling thru Jensen beach 32 times a day,
 without ever stopping.   I can't imaging that there are that many people anxious to board a train in Miami,
 Ft Lauderdale or West Palm Beach wanting to go to the Orlando Airport.   It is not going to be a popular
 choice.

The 32 trains will run directly thru the center of Jensen Beach and over a main waterway that has a
 drawbridge for boat traffic.   The disruption to Emergency Crews, general auto traffic and boat traffic,
 especially during the Winter season, could be horrific.   The wear and tear on the rail crossing will be a
 constant expense, with some downtime and inconveniences and the wear and tear on our 50+ year old
 rail drawbridge will be excessive.

I am totally against this program as it stands right now.   Running the line out West and avoiding the cities
 on the Treasure Coast make much more sense.

I hope you are listening to the "general' public on this and will reconsider the route.

Respectfully

JACK SOPHER 
773 NETTLES BOULEVARD
JENSEN BEACH, FLORIDA 34957
772-229-3762
772-229-8045 - Fax
jdsopher@aol.com  
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From: Judy Robb
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:37:35 AM

Time is running out for those of us who oppose this project to let our concerns be heard.  I live in Palm City, a
 "suburb" of Stuart, a charming town I fell in love with 30 years ago.  Part of Stuart's incredible charm is Confusion
 Corner.  It is a tourist attraction.  Tee shirts sold in town celebrate this area.  AAF wants to dismantle Confusion
 Corner to increase the rail line.  How can their greed supersede something so basic to this town?  In addition to this
 travesty, issues having to do with emergency vehicle traffic, noise pollution, loss of revenue from tourism (the
 trains will bypass our area completely,) property values, boating congestion, etc. make this plan a disaster not only
 for Stuart, but the entire Treasure Coast.  Existing rail lines west of the coastal area can certainly be used for both
 passenger and freight traffic.  Please consider the wishes of the many residents of the proposed route.  Do the right
 thing and deny any Federal assistance to the proponents.  Sincerely, Judy Robb
Sent from my iPad

mailto:robbjudy@comcast.net
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From: Rosi McCluney Shepard
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 2:22:27 PM

This train will completely destroy the historic little town of Stuart Florida. If the tracks out west in Indiantown  are
 used for it it would be fine. This community thrives on tourism, and no planned stops will not increase tourism, just
 leave a lot of delay in auto and boat traffic. Not to mention critical access to hospitals in time of urgency. Put the
 train west of Stuart on the Indiantown tracks.  If all aboard Florida can't make this happen, we don't want it in our
 town.

Rosi McCluney Shepard
Scott Edward Shepard

1003 SE 15 CT,
Stuart, Florida 34996

772-323-7037

mailto:rmm1976@msn.com
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From: Kass Keegan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 11:16:44 PM

 We know the reason you want to have the rail train, It is because of the widening of
 the Panama Canal and the use of freight trains.  You can do this somewhere else,
 out West.  Why destroy our lovely town.

I thank you in advance.
Kass Keegan
 
 

mailto:kassk@bellsouth.net
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From: Kevin J. Schevers
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:31:46 PM

I cannot fathom the economic viability of this proposed project.  Who would take a train to Orlando
 which according to all of the studies that I have heard would take 3 hours?  Once they get to
 Orlando/Miami they will then need to rent a car or rely on cabs.  Why go through that hassle when
 you can simply drive there in four hours?  This project is doomed and a total waste of tax payers
 dollars.
 
Best regards, Kevin J. Schevers, CRB, ABR
Broker/Owner
Direct (772)361-6292 Fax (772)380-4788

Real Estate Information
kjs@realtyunlimited.com

b Think Green- do not print this email unless necessary
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From: Mary Ellen Davis
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 8:15:09 AM

 I am writing to express my strong opposition to AAF and its attempts to expand passenger
 and freight trains from Miami to Orlando.  This part of the state is heavily populated with over
 500 crossings.  Increasing rail service through this area is a disaster waiting to happen. 
 Ambulances, fire and police and just a few who will be forced to sit and wait for the trains to
 pass through.  This train service would be palatable if it were to run down west of Rte. 95 and
 or the Florida turnpike.  
 
This is being driven by companies who want to make huge profits at the expense of the well
 being of the citizens it will impact.
I will continue to voice my objections and will NEVER vote for a politician who supports this in
 any way

mailto:medavis520@hotmail.com
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From: Greg
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:26:01 PM

Anyone who thinks this is about passenger trains needs to think again. This ultimately is about freight. The people
 who allow this atrocity to happen to our coastline will be held accountable in the history of Florida. There can come
 no good out of this for Floridians living along the path of this venture.
To whom it concerns:
Please do not allow this to happen!!
Greg Barnes

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:garagedoorsoftc@icloud.com
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From: KATHIE COMERFORD
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2014 7:56:23 AM

AS A 25 YEAR RESIDENT, I AM APPALLED AT THE UNDERHANDED DEALING 
WITH  ALL ABOARD FLORIDA. MY FIRST POINT IS THE DECISIONS TO SET THIS
 IN MOTION WERE MADE FAR IN ADVANCE OF THE PUBLIC HAVING 
KNOWLEDGE OF THIS PLAN.  MY SECOND CONCERN IS THE RAILROAD TRAILS 
ARE CURRENTLY ADJACENT TO THE JUPITER HOSPITAL AND THE ADDITIONAL 
TRAINS COULD LITERALLY MEAN DEATH TO OUR RESIDENTS. THIRDLY, NO 
ONE IS FOOLED BY THE IDEA OF JUST A COMMUTER  TRAIN WHICH IS NOT 
FINANCIALLY VERIABLE . A PROFITABLE VENTURE WOULD HAVE TO ADD 
FREIGHT TRAINS, WHICH WE ARE ALL AWARE OF.  MY LAST POINT IS  THE 
TRAIN SHOULD BE PUT OUT WEST IN A LESS POPULATED AREA WHICH WOULD
 SERVE THE NEED FOR COMMUTER AND FREIGHT TRAINS.  IF OUR 
GOVERNMENT HAS ANY SCRUPLES AT ALL THEY WILL STOP THIS PLAN IN IT'S 
TRACKS. 

KATHIE COMERFORD
237 BEACON LANE 
JUPITER INLET COLONY , FL 33469
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From: Sharon Ferina
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 9:38:32 AM

I am writing to protest the proposed increase of rail traffic on the
 East Coast tracks.  Our little towns of Jensen Beach and Stuart are
 going to be negatively affected by the passing of 32 extra trains per
 day.  This means 32 more closings at the gates, 32 more noisy trains
 and whistle warnings and 32 more delays for the individuals living in
 these communities.
Every single person, business, school and more will be the victim of
 these extra train passings.
Please reconsider figuring out a way to use the tracks west of the
 turnpike to carry this rail traffic.
Sharon Ferina
Jensen Beach FL
772-692-4733

mailto:sferina222@yahoo.com
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From: dave@creativevirtualmarketing.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Dave Wales
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:32:14 AM
Attachments: bottom.letterhead

I don't think I can say what has not already been said about this ridiculous plan for 35
 more trains per day busting through our communities, that seemingly benefit no one.  I
 do however have one question: where are the people that are in support of this plan? I
 have not seen one politician, or person for that matter who is defending this other than
 the people planning on wrecking our small towns up and down the coast.

Can someone please answer that so we all know who not to vote for in the next election
 cycle?

Dave Wales
480-209-8613

mailto:dave@creativevirtualmarketing.com
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From: Charles Besosa
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 9:36:43 AM

Dear John Winkle,
I am a resident of Stuart Florida and I am very dismayed that your company is
 pushing through a project that will hurt a lot of people. I live West of US 1 and I am a
 senior citizen and I go into Jensen Beach, Rio, and Stuart fairly regularly. When I do
 go into these towns it is necessary to cross the RR tracks. If AA Florida is as
 successful as your company is saying it will cause quite a bit of grief in our area as
 well as Vero, Ft. Pierce, Jupiter, Hobe Sound etc. My question is why didn't your
 company decide to go West...there is less population, therefore less impact on the
 population. Your plans do not include any stops on the Treasure Coast only impact.
 What about emergency... Fire, Police, Ambulance, etc.? What about the impact on
 our boating community? Your company is touting a great economic impact to our
 area...that I do not agree with at all.
I for one am against AA Florida.
Charles W. Besosa Jr.
1184 NW Spruce Ridge Drive
Stuart, Fl. 34994

mailto:cbesosajr@att.net
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From: Rick Blazek
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 5:54:14 AM

Get the train rolling! It's well needed here in Florida.

Rick Blazek

mailto:ricknfl@gmail.com
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From: David Schilke
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 11:55:41 AM

Gentlemen

Allowing All Aboard FL to both double the tracks and drastically increase rail traffic on an old
 shoreline route is to flagrantly disregard Florida's development over the past 60 years. The
 right choice is to facilitate the use of existing rail lines to the west avoiding a dangerous
 conflict with the current high density population. Few people really want to stop progress,
 including freight from the new enlarged port of Miami as well as passenger trains, but this
 should be regulated so it is good for all, not just a single company who would wantonly
 disregard public safety for profit. If public safety was to be fully considered it would be more
 economic for this company to use the existing western rail line. I believe that your mission as
 a regulatory agency should have public safety as your first concern.

Railroad crossings are a major safety concern for both the time a closed crossing stops
 emergency traffic and the speed involved. 

Closing time has 3 intervals. The most important is the time from when the guards go down to
 when the train arrives. This has to be a lot longer for a high speed train in order for the train to
 have time to stop if the guards fail to operate. The time the train crosses the road is probably
 the shortest of the 3 intervals with the second being the time to remove the guards after the
 train passes. So we are taking about a total of minutes - minutes that the roads are blocked 32
 times a day - critical minutes we are told for a patient with a stroke or a heart attack - and this
 will happen 32 times a day for a total of hours at each crossing up and down the shoreline on
 roads which are now standing between the patients home and hospital emergency care. An
 unacceptable risk for the population just for  company to make money. The solution is to use
 the western tracks.

And high speed is involved - the proposed trains will be speeding through complicated road
 crossings.  Crossings  like "confusion corner" in Stuart which in themselves pose safety risks
 just for the slow existing road traffic. A high speed train with the bare minimum safety
 crossing guards proposed will be deadly. Whole cities have been built up around these
 crossings in the last 60 years and the only reason there hasn't been more deadly accidents is
 that there are only a few trains and they slowly, very slowly, approach these areas. Allowing
 high speed train operation would be deadly and totally irresponsible. The company proposing
 to do this has economics in mind not public safety. Installing safe crossing guards in all these
 areas would be prohibitively expensive. Again the solution is to use the western tracks away
 from these high population shoreline areas.

There are other issues of public concern such as the many frequent closings of the existing
 very old rusty, worn railroad bridges. These bridges should be replaced and elevated to
 recognize the difference between what exists now and when they were built almost 100 years
 ago. Road bridges have had to face reality and have had do this. Should not the railroads be
 held to the same standards.

If All Aboard Florida is allowed to follow through on their current plans it will put the Florida
 public at risk and become a public expense just for company profits. This should be as

mailto:dcs.msee1969@gmail.com
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 unacceptable to you as it is to us.

Please direct All Aboard Florida to amend their plans.



From: Shirley Coppola
To: negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov; debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov; rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com;

 AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2014 1:13:42 PM

As a unit owner and resident of Vista Royal in Vero Beach, FL, which is directly effected by the increased rail
 traffic, and will be subject to the full brunt of the noise pollution, and the separation from emergency services,
 located west of the railroad tracks, I and many of the 2200 residents and voters in this community ask the that you
 reconsider the request from All Aboard Florida and deny all applications. We are in full support of the Board of
 Directors resolution.
RESOLUTION:
Be it resolved that the Vista Royale Board of Directors, representing a senior community of 1512 condos in Indian
 River County, bordering Route 1 and the current railroad tracks, is overwhelmingly against the All Aboard Florida
 proposal to add tracks allowing up to 32 passenger trains a day, traveling at high speeds, very close to our
 community. There are presently 3 railroad crossings (Oslo Road, 1st Street and 4th Street) that will be directly
 affected by the planned tracks and trains, limiting our access to emergency services, shopping and daily travel
 throughout Indian River County, as well as the safety issues associated with the additional trains.
Residents of Vista Royale are presently disturbed by the existing train noise throughout the day and night, and any
 additional trains and noise associated with them will only exacerbate this level of disturbance and severely limit
 our peaceful use of the many outdoor activities we currently enjoy. We are also concerned that Vista Royale's
 properties will decline in value because of the diminished access to our community and the increased noise
 generated by the high speed trains.
We request you utilize all of your efforts to STOP THIS TRAIN PROJECT FROM GOING FORWARD.
Shirley and Joe Coppola
37 Pine Arbor Lane
Vero Beach, FL 32962
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From: MIKE PATTERSON
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:15:57 PM

 Sir,  Please note my objection to the proposal to put a high speed railway at my back door. 
 My husband and I spend our winters in a manufactured home park in Whispering Palms, 
 Sebastian Florida.  I live about a football field from the existing tracks.  To put more trains on
 that line, would be devastating for this community.  All quality of life would cease.  Between
 the noise, dirt, house shaking, it would make it impossible to live here.  The value of our
 home would plummet and we would be forced to just walk away because no one will
 purchase this property.  This is not a grab for passenger rail, as we all know is not profitable,
 but is a means to put more freight through the Treasure Coast.  Joanne and Mike Patterson,
 193 Meanie Circle West, Sebastian Florida 32958

mailto:mpatterson15@cogeco.ca
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From: Eliana C. Mukherjee
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:58:00 PM

I am opposed to the FRA’s granting a $1.6 billion loan for All Aboard Florida (AAF). AAF
 Project impacts have not been properly or fully evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact
 Statement, especially with respect to need for the Project, noise, safety, wildlife, and marine
 navigation. Lacking appropriate evaluation based on accurate data, impacts and mitigation
 cannot be properly identified or alternatives evaluated. The Project should be halted until
 evaluation of impacts and alternatives is complete.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:elianamuk@gmail.com
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From: Nestor Palmero
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 12:11:55 PM
Importance: High

Mr. Winkle,
 
As a long time Treasure Coast Resident (since 1976), currently Martin County/ Stuart
 resident I wanted to express my concern for the plans to increase Train Traffic so
 dramatically throughout Florida’s East Coast.
 
This traffic will negatively impact:

·         Emergency Services – Health, Law Enforcement , Public Safety  Ambulances and
 Fire Fighters

·         Small Community Businesses – from Professional Service Providers such as
 Attorneys, Accountants etc to Restaurants and of course their employees.

·         Real Estate Values will be negatively impacted, due to increased noise and traffic
 delays

·         Waterfront Property values will also plummet as delays are caused on the
 waterways waiting for bridge openings

·         The environment will also be negatively impacted with an increase of motors idling
 on the water as well as on our streets.

·         Our community depends heavily on a marine industry that is sure to suffer.
·         Economic hardship will be the only “by product” as the rail service will NOT be

 available for Treasure Coast residents.
Mr. Winkle, discussions of expanded train services have been part of our community for
 many years. From talk of bullet trains to everything in between. Every discussion included
 the words” don’t worry…It will be out west in undeveloped areas (new lines) and parallel
 the Turnpike or I-95.
Now that the plans are pushing forward, utilizing the same tracks will prove to be long term
 one of the worst economic impacts our State has ever experienced from a single decision /
 action.
 
As a concerned citizen I urge to PLEASE look at ALL options on the table and consider the
 legacy this ill thought decision will render long term.
 
I am available to discuss further should you desire to do so at your convenience.
 
Respectfully,
 
Nestor Palmero
 
 
Tel. 772.781.1721
Fax 772.335.5171
National Geographic™ Snorkeler & SWIM
The information contained in this message may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you are
 not the intended recipient, or an employee, or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended
 recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
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 prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the
 message and deleting from your computer. Opinions, conclusions, and other information in this message that do
 not relate to official FAIC & or National Geographic Snorkeler business are those of the sender and are neither given
 nor endorsed by FAIC & or National Geographic Snorkeler.
 



From: Marie Rokjer
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 9:39:56 AM

As a unit owner and resident of Vista Royale, which is directly effected by the
 increased in rail traffic, and will be subject to the full brunt of the noise pollution, and
 the separation from emergency services, located west of the RR tracks, I and many
 of the 2200 residents and voters in this community ask the commission reconsider
 the request from AAF, and denies all applications..We are in full support of our Board
 of Directors resolution.
Sincerely,
Marie & Dan Rokjer,
64 Woodland Dr #207
Vero Beach, FL 32962

RESOLUTION
Be It Resolved That the Vista Royale Board of Directors, representing a

 senior community of 1512 condos in Indian River County, bordering Route 1 and
 the current railroad tracks, is overwhelmingly against the All Aboard Florida
 proposal to add tracks allowing up to 32 passenger trains a day, travelling at high
 speeds, very close to our community. There are presently 3 railroad crossings (Oslo
 Road, 1st Street and 4th Street) that will be directly affected by the planned tracks
 and trains, limiting our access to emergency services, shopping and daily travel
 throughout Indian River County, as well as the safety issues associated with the
 additional trains.

Residents of Vista Royale are presently disturbed by the existing train noise
 throughout the day and night, and any additional trains and noise associated with
 them will only exacerbate this level of disturbance and severely limit our peaceful
 use of the many outdoor activities we currently enjoy. We are also concerned that
 Vista Royale’s properties will decline in value because of the diminished access to
 our community and the increased noise generated by the high speed trains.

We request you utilize all of your efforts to STOP THIS TRAIN PROJECT
 FROM GOING FORWARD.

mailto:mrokjer273@roadrunner.com
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From: JBThirteen@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov; negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov
Cc: JBThirteen@aol.com
Subject: All aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 4:29:35 PM

My husband & I have resided in the Vista Royale community in Vero Beach for the
 past 15 years. We are in a very large community of over 2200 persons. We are
 located off of US 1 in Vero Beach. We will be directly affected with not only the noise
 issue but also our daily shopping & travels throughout the Indian River area. We are
 very concerned about the decline in our property in the Vista Royale Community. We
 have many senior citizens in this community that will be very concerned about their
 property values. Please put a stop to this train project from going forward.
Thank You
Joseph & Barbara Monaco
76 Royal Oak Drive
Unit 207
Vero Beach, Florida 32962

mailto:JBThirteen@aol.com
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From: Margaret Eubank
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 12:52:43 PM

Dear Persons:
 
I am AGAINST All Aboard Florida.  I can't understand why it is up for consideration because it would
 cause so much damage.
It would disrupt the lives of thousands of people who moved to the Treasure Coast to enjoy a quiet
 life near the ocean. The number of trains would increase to over 40 trains per day.  People, cars,
 trucks, busses and bicycles will have to stop at the RR crossings to let the trains go by.  The bridges
 will be down so boats cannot go to and from the ocean.  The tourist industry will decline.  The
 school busses will have to stop (359 according to the newspaper) and the education of our young
 people will decrease in value.  Firefighters and ambulances will have more trouble getting to places
 to save lives.  THESE TRAINS WILL NOT EVEN STOP ALONG THE TREASURE COAST.  In my view, All
 Aboard Florida is being imposed on the Treasure Coast by a few people who want to make a lot of
 money.  We residents did not even get to vote on this issue.
 
Sincerely yours,
Margaret E. Eubank
 
3033 Satinleaf Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
 
772-343-1748

mailto:margaret@eubanktech.com
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From: Nancy L. Fox
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 2:43:30 PM

Good Afternoon,
 
I am writing about the All Aboard Florida train being a safety issue here in Sebastian, Florida and also
 Vero Beach.  Both hospitals that service the public are East of the tracks and with the bulk of the
 population they service West of the tracks this presents a hazard in getting the ambulance across
 the railroad during an emergency, with the increase train runs of 16 round trips every day.  It also
 affects the fire and rescue team during an emergency.
 
US 1 and I-95 are the main routes into and out of Sebastian, Florida as well,  and the All Aboard
 Florida train would impact the traffic during an emergency evacuation.  Bare Foot Bay in Brevard
 County is the prime example.  It is a mobile home community with over 45,000 residents who will
 need to evacuate during an emergency and the train will definitely affect their mobility during an
 evacuation.
 
A much better plan for transit would be a monorail that travels above the traffic.  Like at Disney, it
 can service a vast number of people and yet not interfere with traffic on the roadways, which are
 already congested and seem to get more congested all the time.
 
Thank you for your time,
Best Regards,
Nancy Fox
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From: vituspr@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 11:45:47 AM

As a citizen of St. Lucie County, which will be affected by All Aboard Florida, I would like time to study the
 issue, including the Environmental Impact Statement.
 
I don't feel that 75 days is enough for our citizens to learn enough about the proposal to understand what
 it's all about.
 
I respectfully request that the comment period be extended to at least 90 days.
 
Thank you.
 
Karen Howard
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From: gjherr@hotmail.com
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 5:40:16 PM

From: Gail J. Herr
2145 SW Waterview Place
Palm City, Florida 34990
gjherr@hotmail.com

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I live in Palm City, Florida. Our neighboring town is Stuart, the county seat of Martin County. The region is called
 the Treasure Coast because of the shipwrecks offshore. My husband and I retired here 16 months ago, after
 dreaming for many years of retiring to Florida.

A threat to our quality of life is on the horizon. A company called All Aboard Florida proposes to run 32 passenger
 trains daily from early morning until late at night from Miami to Orlando and back along the tracks through Stuart.
 These reportedly would be high-speed trains, going up to 110 mph. We already have 14 freight trains daily on this
 corridor. As we all know, the widening of the Panama Canal undoubtedly means more freight is coming through
 Florida. Florida East Coast Railroad, the company that owns the right-of-way, has indicated that they expect freight
 to triple in the next few years. That means we could expect more than 70 trains a day (7 days a week) coming
 through the Treasure Coast, including our little town of Stuart. The freight trains are slower, but they could be up to
 TWO AND A HALF MILES LONG. We have 28 grade crossings in Martin County, 352 total on the Treasure
 Coast, so that many trains will undoubtedly cause traffic problems by blocking intersections for long periods
 everyday.

The tracks in question are the original Florida East Coast Railway tracks laid down by Henry Flagler in the 1890's.
 The railroad is largely responsible for opening Florida to development and tourism. Floridians are justifiably proud
 of the history of the railroad here. The issue is, that the world is different now, and so is Florida. The lovely little
 towns and villages that grew up around the tracks will be severely negatively impacted by this new plan to run
 faster trains, and a huge number of freight trains on the same tracks through the downtown areas of our towns. I'm
 told by native Floridians who grew up here that downtown Stuart was a bustling little town center in the Seventies,
 then declined through the Eighties and early Nineties, and has been lovingly brought back through hard work and
 investment. When we were looking for a place to retire, my husband and I fell in love with pretty little Stuart. There
 are boutiques and shops, restaurants, an historic old theater, parks, beautiful fountains, a good hospital, and a
 boardwalk along the Intracoastal Waterway. If there were long trains and fast trains, it would all be ruined. The
 railroad is planning to double track through town, and we will lose parking spaces from that. People won't want to
 fight the congestion caused by the trains, and risk getting stuck at a crossing when trying to come in or leave. It
 would mean the failure of many small businesses, and the loss of many people's dreams. Woudn't it be ironic if the
 railroad that helped to build our Florida towns was the engine of their destruction?

Another serious consideration is the impact on marine traffic along the Treasure Coast. In Stuart there is an old train
 trestle over the St. Lucie River, leading out to the Intracoastal and the St. Lucie Inlet. There is no plan to improve or
 double track this bridge, so it will become a bottleneck. Trains waiting to cross (from both directions) will block
 grade crossings, causing traffic congestion. The bridge is less than seven feet above the water level, so it stops
 marine traffic completely when it's down for a train to pass. With 40, 50, 60, or 70 trains a day, it could be down
 more than it's up. The bridge is old and sometimes gets stuck. People have waited over an hour for it to come up.

mailto:gjherr@hotmail.com
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 (On a recent Sunday afternoon it was down for 2 and one half hours due to mechanical failure) If multiple trains are
 expected the operator just leaves it down for an extended period. This happens with only 14 trains each day.
 Imagine the situation with many more trains. The impact on recreational and commercial boat traffic is clear. This
 bridge crosses the Okeechobee Waterway, a passage from the Gulf of Mexico to the Intracoastal and the Atlantic,
 used by commercial marine traffic. People in the marine industry from Broward to Brevard Counties are very
 worried about the impacts on marine traffic through this and other bridges in our region. The Coast Guard has been
 flooded with responses to their survey this month regarding obstacles to navigation. They are planning to hold
 hearings for public comment.

All Aboard Florida (AAF) is a subsidiary of Florida East Coast Industries (FECI), which is a subsidiary of Fortress
 Investment Group, a New York City hedge fund. Florida East Coast Railroad (FECR) is also a subsidiary of
 Fortress Group. FECI has applied for a 1.6 billion dollar loan from the Federal Railway Administration (FRA). This
 is supposedly to be used for double tracking and infrastructure improvements for the "passenger" service. But make
 no mistake, the increased freight from FECR will be coming over those same tracks. This is not a coincidence. If it
 looks like a shell game to you, you're right. The end result is that the largest taxpayer loan in history would be used
 to put trains on a track that shouldn't carry those trains, to the great detriment of our communities.

There are tracks that go up the center of Florida, in less populated areas, owned by CSX. FECI will not consider
 using these tracks, although that has been suggested. It is cheaper for them to use tracks owned by their sister
 company than to lease from CSX. There is a passenger service called Amtrak Silver Star that runs up the central
 tracks. They run 2 trains a day, but they aren't full. AAF says they will fill 32 trains a day, carrying 12,800 people to
 and from Miami and Orlando every day. They say they will make money, even though passenger train service loses
 money consistently throughout the world. They say they won't be taking any public money. What do they think that
 1.6 billion dollar loan is? In addition, each community will have to pay for safety upgrades to their crossings. AAF
 told FRA engineer Frank Frey that they would not follow his safety recommendations even though he said
 trespassing on the tracks is "epidemic" in our region. (The tracks run right through populated areas. How can we
 stay off the tracks?) People are not accustomed to high speed trains here, nor are they used to the frequency of
 trains that could be coming. The executives at AAF seem to think if we want public safety we should pay for it,
 while they make profits and take them out of our area.

I could continue listing detrimental impacts to our way of life: the tracks go through state and regional parks and
 preserves, which will impact threatened wildlife; property values will drop, especially near the tracks where noise,
 air pollution, and inconvenience are worst; derailments and train collisions will increase with the number of trains;
 tourism will suffer; and emergency vehicles will be delayed along with other traffic, causing a major safety hazard.
 Our local hospital has written a letter of concern.

I know the current administration would like to promote high-speed rail.There may be many benefits. But this plan
 is a boondoggle. It isn't well thought out. A man who lives in our region named Harry James Bruce is the retired
 Chairman and CEO of Illinois Central Railroad. He wrote to the Miami Herald, "The new owners of Florida East
 Coast Industries are bound and determined to fashion a silk purse out of a sow's ear. High-speed rail, when properly
 developed, requires original equipment manufacture. But what is being proposed is a retro-fit in, on and around an
 already existing freight railroad structure. In my opinion, this is not the product of sound engineering." He goes on
 to ask, "Why are they proposing to build and finance rail passenger service that has proven, worldwide, to be
 unsustainable as a private-sector enterprise?" Presumably he knows a lot more about trains than I do, and he doesn't
 like this idea either. If we are going to have high-speed rail in this country, we need to do it in a planned, well
 thought out way. It will take billions of dollars and many years. Specifically, the coastal tracks in Florida are not the
 place for fast trains or dozens of freight trains every day. There has to be a better way.

I am a volunteer with Florida Not All Aboard, a grassroots organization formed in February 2014 when we started to
 understand what this train proposal would mean to us. We have a website, a Facebook page, and a petition. Our
 petition has gathered nearly 30,000 signatures in 7 months. In my unscientific data collection, I would estimate that
 less than 5 percent of the people I talk to on the Treasure Coast about the trains are in favor of the plan. Some



 people are uninformed and when they hear the facts they are strongly against it. In a small way our efforts have
 even been noticed by some national media. (Wall Street Journal July 4, 2014 Interview with Kasey Traylor) Our
 opposition is gaining ground. We feel strongly that we are in a fight to protect our way of life. More than thirty
 local governments and community associations have passed resolutions opposing this plan. Health care providers
 and fire/rescue agencies have also made public statements of concern.

Please consider the detrimental impacts to people's lives before allowing this project to go forward. The groundswell
 of opposition from the residents of counties from Broward to Brevard is too great to ignore. It is a waste of tax
 dollars, and could turn into another loss for the American taxpayer.

I know that the DEIS was published this week. I haven't read it yet, but I will. I'm told there was a "finding of no
 significant impact". If you've read my
letter this far, I hope you will agree that people who live here can list a dizzying number of significant negative
 impacts. I'm disappointed that the so-called "experts" who implemented the study didn't see the truth, or at least
 didn't write the truth. It's not hard to understand why Americans don't trust government. (I'm a liberal Democrat
 saying that!!)

Mr. Winkle, tell All Aboard Florida to go start over and make a plan to build tracks up the center of Florida, or the
 center of the Florida Turnpike, or to invest in ocean shipping instead of rail. There must be a way they can make
 profits without ruining the lives of ordinary people. The people of South Florida deserve better. Americans deserve
 better. Shame on all of us if we let this happen.

Sincerely,

Gail J. Herr

Sent from my iPad



From: Jeffrey Maasch
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 9:25:55 AM

I dont think taxpayers should foot the 1.6 billion dollar bill for this debacle. Evenif successful,
 it in NO way benefits those of us on the Treasure Coast.
Jeffrey C Maasch
Fort Pierce
Sent from my ASUS MeMO Pad
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From: ERNST FURNSINN
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014 4:18:53 PM

There is little sense to start a railroad connection between Miami and Orlando becoming
a disturbance for every city in between having no benefit from this at all, only expenses and noise.
There is another line which goes through the rural part of the state. Why not use that one for this project.

On the other hand why not have a few local trains a day stopping at Jupiter, Stuart, Fort Pierce,
Vero Beach and Melbourne so that everybody could take advantage of this kind of transportation. If you do this do
 it right
for the benefit of everybody not for just a few. By the way your projected numbers do not express reality.
Who is coming up for the deficits?
Ernst Furnsinn

mailto:pvmartin1@bellsouth.net
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From: Mary Ann Yankanich
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, September 28, 2014 12:55:09 PM

Please stop All Aboard Florida from proceeding.  Myself and my whole community will be
 directly impacted from the noise, lack of access to health services, safety and the reduction of
 home values because of All Aboard Florida.

The studies which All Aboard Florida have prepared  are extrememly slanted in their favor
 and do not show the true environmental impact of all of the people on the Treasure Coast. 
 The tracks run very close to the coastline.  A hurricane would devastate the rails.  How it will
 get enough ridership to make it viable? The projections defy logic.  If you approve this you
 will be assuming responsibility for a grand bankruptcy and huge losses to the federal
 government as well as extreme harm to our community.
STOP THIS TRAIN.  IT MAKES NO SENSE

Sincerely, Mary Ann Yankanich

mailto:maryannyank@gmail.com
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From: joyce mazzer
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 11:50:40 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I am a full time resident of Port Saint Lucie on the Treasure Coast of Florida.  I moved
 here because the area is incredibly beautiful with many natural waterways and
 preserves.  I am against AAF.  Their management refuses to answer questions from
 concerned citizens.  They have given us the run-around, blatantly lied or just refused
 to reply.  The most worrisome for me is that they are trying to sell this project as a
 high speed commuter project.  It's well documented that commuter trains do not
 make money.  The environmental impact study was done for commuter trains (not to
 mention the impact study was made by a company selected and paid by AAF with all
 the info coming from AAF).  What AAF does not want us to know is their plans for
 moving freight on these lines.  Moving freight on these lines is a disaster that will
 happen.  I do not want my hard earned tax dollars awarded to such an unscrupulous
 company as AAF. 

Please take a really close look at this project.  This is very important to so many
 residence of the Treasure Coast.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Joyce Mazzer
6730 nw Rasp Ct.
Port Saint Lucie, Fl 34983
772-340-3626
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From: Barbara Brundage
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 2:31:30 PM

Really, the whole Draft Environmental Impact statement for this project is a deplorable sham. Do you really believe
 that a consultant hired by AAF is going to find any evils to this dreadful plan?

If AAF wants to build this useless project (I’d remind you that even the prospect of a direct TGV from Miami to
 Orlando didn’t excite many people) and destroy the quality of life in the area through which the trains pass, let them
 pay for it. No federal loan should be forthcoming for this. As it is it’s entirely possible to take a train from Miami to
 Orlando on Amtrak, and how many people do that, even at a third the price of this? If this project must go through,
 they should be made to purchase land in the wester counties where daily life for the entire population will not be
 permanently disrupted.

I’ve lived in Jensen Beach since 1998, but I can see that I will have to leave the area if this really happens.

Sincerely,

Barbara Brundage
9405 S Ocean Dr
Jensen Beach, FL
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From: info@celticcontacts.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 2:42:23 PM

I wish to register my strong objections to the introduction of a high speed passenger train service
 using the FEC tracks from Miami to Cocoa.
Coming from Europe where high speed rail has operated for many years, I have no objections to high
 speed passenger rail per se. In fact I would welcome the positive impacts (environmental, financial
 & other) that such an introduction would have using an alternative route.
 
However, in Europe the high speed trains are largely operated in sealed corridors for safety and
 noise buffering purposes with few if any grade crossings. Those grade crossings that do exist tend to
 be in rural locations and are therefore less of a safety issue or less likely to tie up traffic.
I find it inconceivable that the relevant authorities would countenance the introduction of an
 additional 32 train trips per day through the center of Stuart, Ft Pierce, Vero Beach and Sebastian at
 speeds of up to 103 miles per hour. Apart from the noise and inconvenience to the community,
 safety for the general public and wildlife is a very real concern.
 
Just north of downtown Vero Beach, the train tracks run parallel to US 1 around 10 yards apart with
 absolutely no protective buffering whatsoever. There may very well be a number of similar locations
 along the rail corridor. What sort of danger does this present to animals, children, suicidal persons
 and motorists?
 

·         In July 2013, a high speed train derailed outside of Santiago de Compostela, Spain with
 approximately 80 deaths and scores of injuries all of them rail passengers because the train
 was operating in a sealed corridor.

·         In July 2011 two high speed trains collided in the suburbs of Wenzhou, China with
 approximately 40 passengers killed and almost 200 injured. I believe that this occurred on a
 viaduct and that there were no fatalities on the ground.

·         In June 1998 near the village of Eschede in Germany a high speed train derailed and crashed
 into a road bridge. 101 people died and approximately 100 were injured including 2
 fatalities on the ground.
 

What sort of carnage would a peak hour derailment cause to train passengers and motorists on the
 unprotected section of US 1 referred to above, similar sections of the rail corridor on the East Coast
 of Florida or a downtown location?
 
I would look more favorably upon the introduction of a high speed rail service either on properly
 buffered new tracks perhaps built alongside the Florida Turnpike or using the CSX route in the more
 rural center of the state.
 
I trust that you will take these points into consideration during your deliberations.
Regards,
Peter Dobson
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From: Johnnykat1
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, October 9, 2014 11:04:14 AM

We live in Hobe Sound, and are opposed to the high speed passenger train plan of All Aboard Florida.   The
 environmental impact statement confirms our fears about increasing noise and vibration along the route, which will
 have adverse impacts to us and our properties.  We do not believe that vibration impact can be reduced to a level
 that will make it liveable along the route.

The additional delays at crossings will affect emergency services, school buses, and all vehicles
transiting crossings.

With 32 passenger trains per day, as well as the many freight trains transiting our area, we believe that you should
 take into account the impact this will have on the people
along the route.  Do another study - a study on how these additional trains will effect
the PEOPLE!

John & Kateryna Larsen

Sent from my iPad

mailto:johnnykat1@att.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: L. G. Jamar
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 5:48:29 PM

All taxpayers get gored in Florida.  This is a horrible boondoggle that will only benefit special interests.  It is highly
 doubtful it will get used by enough people to fill even half of the seats.  The last i checked, the most successful train
 of this type was the one that runs between Boston and New York, and that one costs taxpayers at least $35 per
 passenger over and above operating revenues.  Most of them are much greater burdens to taxpayers without
 providing any compensating benefit to them.  I think all the people who promote and vote for this idiocy should be
 required to ride it at least twice a week and pick up the full cost of deficits over and above operating revenues.

Very sincerely,
L. G. Jamar
Rockledge, Florida
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From: Joyce Cecrle
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, October 11, 2014 8:23:45 AM

Sir:  I have been watching news reports, etc. concerning this rail service, and to me the use of
 Brevard County as a “go-through only” county is a dis-service to all persons living in Brevard
 County.  If the rail comes thru that county, then it should make stops and give the opportunity for
 Brevardians to utilize it like other persons.  I will vote against it every time if there are no planned
 stops in Brevard County.  It’s like using us as an outside doormat and not letting us in.  Your name,
 All Aboard Florida, should really mean that all Floridians have access, not just a chosen few.  J.
 Cecrle, Melbourne Florida
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From: lsgraham590@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 12, 2014 5:22:45 PM

It is my understanding that the Panama Canal is or has been altered to accommodate
 larger ocean going vessels. It is also my understanding that the Port of Miami is
 planning to deepen the port to accommodate larger ocean going vessels. It
 seems logical that these changes will increase the transfer of commerce
 through these structures. In order to accommodate more commerce that would
 result it seems logical that the railroad would seek to enlarge their railway
 system to accommodate more commerce.
 
Isn't it a coincidence that at the same time there is a need for high speed
 railway passenger service between Miami and Orlando? I haven't been
 convinced that the high speed passenger service can become a profitable
 venture. Perhaps it is possible to improve the railway system to accommodate
 the  commercial transport at the same time providing tracks adapted adapted
 to accommodate high speed passenger trains.Then when the high speed
 passenger service is a non profitable venture it  could be discontinued but the
 railways could still be used for transportation of commerce. That way the cost
 could be attributed to the failed venture but the railways would have the
 improved railway to transport the commerce from the Port  of Miami.
 
If there is such a demand for rapid passenger transportation between Miami
 and Orlando that it  will be a profitable venture why not use modern means of
 transportation? Drone operated planes comes to mind as does magnetic
 elevated railway system. Have these been evaluated?
 
I am leery of projects that are shoved down our throat and a rapidly done deed
 before they are adequately evaluated. If the object is to provide better
 commercial rail transportation facilities it should be presented as such. If the
 object is to provide high speed rail passenger service it should be presented
 as such. To bring on or the other "through the back door" makes me view the
 proceedings with skepticism.
 
L. S. Graham
590 Cropss Creek Circle
Sebastian, Florida 32958
lsgraham@comcast.net
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From: Becky Partan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 13, 2014 9:12:50 AM

I am against All Aboard Florida.  I live in Sebastian, and I can see no benefits to me
 or my community, but a lot of disruptions, i.e. additional trains causing delays at
 crossings, a potentially deadly delay in ambulance and fire services because of the
 additional trains, etc.

Becky Partan
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From: Jancy11@aol.com
To: John.Winkle@DOT.Gov
Cc: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Bill@billnelson.senate.gov;

 Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 5, 2014 2:39:10 PM

Dear Sir:
            I wish to make some comments on what has been said about AAF.
  

How many trains a day are too many? AAF and FECI say they can do whatever they want on the rail lines

 they own. But what mechanism is in place to protect the public from 32 trains increasing to who knows

 how many, 100, 200 passenger and freight trains running through the county?  This activity could virtually

 cut off the east from the west parts of town, impede emergency services and reduce commerce due to

 the relentless flow of trains. And will the rail cars move from passenger to the more lucrative and

 consistent freight when revenue falls short of expectations?  Passenger trains lose money!

The times AAF say of trains passing gates and bridges have to be adjusted to include the time before

 closure.  the road crossing gates close long before the train approaches.   I know the railroad bridge

 over the St Lucie River closes autocratically before each train about 8 minutes.  Also the highway bridge

 next to the railroad bridge will not open for boat traffic long before the railroad bridge spinals to close.  If

 you add these times to the times quoted in their proposal the boats will have only a few minutes an hour

 to pass.

This whole fast train business  should be west of the populated areas, not through coastal cities.

Please turn their application down.  It will save accidents and lives.

Yours truly,  Jack Sailer,  1111 SW 5th Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990 

 (Across the St Lucie River, in sight of the highway & railroad bridges)
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From: Janet Bucossi
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 6, 2014 3:11:47 PM

More trains running through busy communities will raise havoc when emergency vehicles and
 vehicular traffic need to pass.

Why not build new tracks west of I95 where there is less congestion.

Please consider the consequences of these actions on many communities along the densely
 populated eastern coast of Florida.

Thank you,
Jan Bucossi
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From: Ron Herman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 10:49:49 AM

Ron Herman
1260 SW Briarwood Drive
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986

772-871-6811
ronherman2@gmail.com

October 7, 2014

Subject: All Aboard Florida

Attention: Mr John Winkle

Copy: Congressman Patrick Murphy 

Gentlemen:

Why is this subject even being considered? Just the thought of this project is very 
disturbing to a vast majority of the people living on the Treasure Coast of Florida and many 
other communities along the east coast of Florida. Ask yourself, “What is the benefit, long 
or short term, to the people of the Treasure Coast and the surrounding areas? The only 
answer I have seen in any of the articles published is, “All Aboard Florida will be hiring 
many workers on the Treasure Coast and surrounding areas during the construction stage 
of this project.” Other than this the effects on the Treasure Coast and surrounding areas will
 be nothing more than a catastrophe. First and foremost, the delays this will cause at all the
 crossing, and especially in downtown Stuart, Ft. Pierce. Vero Beach and Cocoa Beach will 
not only back up traffic for miles, in season and out of season, but will affect the businesses
 and tourists beyond belief. 

Then, when your agency, Mr. Winkle, asked for an independant consultant to evaluate this 
proposal, the company hired was paid for by All Aboard Florida. How can this 500 plus 
page evaluation be anything but totally slanted toward All Aboard Florida? The other factor 
which must be considered is that the same company, controlling All Aboard Florida also 
owns the freight trains that travel these same tracks. So, they benefit at our expense, both 
ways.

Also, all of the unknowns, such as the noise factor, vibration factor, safety, and delay 
factors are all slanted in favor of All Aboard Florida. Ask yourself “why this is”? The only 
answer to this is to see who put this evaluation together, and who edited before you 
received it? Yes, you got it, All Aboard Florida!

I have been a resident of Saint Lucie County for over 13 years and have seen this county’s 
growth and the counties around us grow by double digits each and every year. This project 
would not only reverse this growth but in the foreseeable future people will be leaving the 
area because of the effects this project will cause the residents and the communities.
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I ask you to please reject this project, under the present circumstances, for the good of not 
only the people of the Treasure Coast of Florida but for Florida as a whole until an 
independent consultant is hired and puts together a document that is factual and unbiased. 
I believe when this is accomplished you and your agency will see no reason to continue 
 discussion on this project.

Best Regards,

Ron Herman



From: Anne Bohmer
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 11:09:22 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,

Being a new full time resident, living on the Treasure Coast, I understand that tourism is very important financially
 to the state of Florida. I am aware of the consequences suffered during the recession, and of the increase in growth
 recently as people are once again traveling to and investing in Florida. Why then would it be reasonable to subject
 these returning guests to traffic back up in every city on the Treasure Coast while residents and tourists alike sit in
 hot cars, or float in boats as we wait for one train after another to fly through towns with no benefit to any of us?

There are beautiful beaches all over the world, wonderful resorts, grand theme parks, and with the stress and
 frustration caused by multiple trains upsetting plans and destroying schedules, word will surely go out “Florida, if
 this is the way you treat your friends – no wonder you have so few.”

Please stop All Aboard Florida.

Best regards,

Anne Whitfield Böhmer

cc: Congressman Patrick Murphy
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From: Alison Gallagher
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 12:51:48 PM

Mr. Winkle,
My husband and I have lived in the downtown Stuart area since 1985. We have owned a marine
 construction company, a restaurant and now a graphics company all here in Stuart. The additional
 congestion to be created by the additional trains “slowly” traversing the downtown tracks over the
 water will create traffic backups that will, in time, cause a traffic accident not to mention when a car
 stops on the tracks because he or she will not be familiar with Stuart RR crossings. EMS will not be
 able to get to the hospital  with the additional closures. We live on the east side of the tracks and
 travel daily the routes to be affected. With the additional traffic during winter season, I do not see
 how our current RR crossings will be able to handle additional closures.  We hope you request an
 unbiased impact of the areas to be affected.  
 
Kevin and Alison Gallagher
444 SE Robalo Ct.
Stuart, Florida 34996
772-260-0837
work 772-287-0000
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From: Theodore W Seweloh
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 13, 2014 5:44:36 PM

Mr. John Winkle- Federal Rail Road Administration.

My wife and I are residents of the east coast Florida community of Vero Beach. We live on the
 barrier island, about a mile from the rail line. The line is lightly used now with just a few, slow
 moving freight trains. While the trains are long, about 100 cars, they are tolerated due to the
 infrequent schedule. However, the line cuts through the heart of Vero Beach with homes and
 businesses backing up to the railroad. When the train comes through, fire, police and hospital
 facilities are cut off from large parts of the community. I won't even comment on risking $1.5
 billion of federal "loans" for such a project.

We are adamantly opposed to the All Aboard Florida project due to the impact of noise, vibration
 and stoppage of the roads thirty two times a day. Beyond the inconvenience are the risks of
 ambulance delays, plus the delays of police and fire response.
The noise and vibration of high speed trains passing by businesses and homes would be costly to
 property values.

There is not one positive argument that has been presented. This is a project that makes no
 sense and shouldn't see the light of day.

Theodore W. and Emilie Kay Seweloh
seweloh@ameritech.net
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From: Andy Michaels
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Drmika@aol.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 8:43:46 AM

To whom it may concern:
 
I'm a Realtor, a boater and a Palm City, Fl. resident who lives west of the railroad
 bridge which crosses the St Lucie River in downtown Stuart, Fl.
 
Current bridge delays can approach 45 minutes on occasion and typically 25 minutes.
 The addition of 32 trains a day to the current schedule will have a serious affect on
 boaters, who must pass under this bridge to access the St. Lucie inlet. This is due
 largely to the fact that the 120 year old bridge does not function at any speed.
 It takes a long time to open and close. Now add 3 additional trains per hour. It's
 unacceptable.
 
We have already seen a panic among Palm City homeowners who worry property
 values will be jeopardized by these trains. 
 
Downtown Stuart restaurants with outdoor seating will also feel the affect. These high
 speed trains traveling in excess of 55 mph through downtown, moving  through a
 heavily trafficked area with seating less than 100 yards away.  No very conducive to
 outdoor dining.
 
This train could be a fine idea, just not through the cities on the Treasure Coast. It
 needs to be moved inland on tracks already available and away from population
 centers.
 
Thank you,
Andrew Michaels
1629 SW Albatross Way
Palm City, Fl. 34990
. 
 
Andy Michaels
The Glenn Schmidt Team
Remax of Stuart
 
729 S. Federal Highway
Stuart, Fl. 34994
 
Cell: 772-521-4663
Direct Line: 772-288-1163
Fax: 772-288-1113
 
amicha3299@aol.com
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From: Hays Henderson
To: John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; Bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov;

 CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; gayle.harrell@myfloridahouse.gov; negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 10:40:13 AM

Dear Sir or Madam:
 
I am writing to ask specific consideration for the localized impact of the proposed All Aboard
 Florida regional rail transportation plan.
 
The rail track alignment passes through the middle of downtown in the City of Stuart, crossing
 a roundabout at one of two access points to the city from the South, as well as a main access
 for traffic traveling East to the island. The second access point is the main access for traffic
 from the North and West. The crossings are approx. 1,000 feet apart meaning both access
 points will be closed at the same time when trains pass through downtown.
 
With improvements to the Port of Miami it is reasonable to expect future increase in freight
 rail traffic. To add passenger rail traffic in addition to increased freight rail traffic will be a
 significant detrimental effect on the quality of life.
 
The impact of the increased rail traffic will pose a uniquely negative impact to the health,
 safety and welfare of the citizens in this area. Please, do not allow this plan to go forward as
 currently proposed.
 
 
 
 
 
Regards,
 
 
Hays P. Henderson, RLA
LA No. 6667203
 
 
 
Hays Henderson Design
900 NW Treasure Rd.
Stuart, Fl. 34994
Ph: 772 232 9580
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From: Dee deWaal
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 2:29:40 PM

Groups with some clout should get together and oppose AAF.  Chambers of
 Commerce, and others, from the effected areas.  

Boat building and supply businesses have to think of how this will kill business.
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From: rlanning1@cfl.rr.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 3:57:47 PM

Dear Mr. John Winkle,

My husband and I moved to Florida 5 years ago from New York State.  We bought our home in 2001, had it
 destroyed in the hurricanes of 2004, replaced it in 2005, and moved here full time in 2009.  We live in Barefoot
 Bay.

Barefoot Bay is a wonderful community.  We have pools, a golf course, tennis courts, lawn bowling, shuffle board,
 cards, and softball.  We have a community center, dances, dinners, and a lounge.

We love it for the small town feel and how we know so many of our neighbors.  We can walk to the activities, ride
 our bikes, or drive our car.  Many of our neighbors utilize golf carts.

We are very concerned with All Aboard Florida.  The railroad tracks run right along Barefoot Bay and separate us
 from US 1.  Grocery stores, doctors offices, and hospitals are accessible from US 1.  Right now, we often have to
 wait for long periods of time to get to our appointments and church, while freight trains block the crossings.

We have heard that 32 trains a day would be going by our community if All Aboard Florida comes to be.  They
 would be traveling at high speed in a residential area of senior citizens in golf carts and cars.  We are afraid of train
 derailments into our community and accidents at the two crossings.  There is also the fact that we the residents of
 Barefoot Bay would not be able to get to US 1 nor would the emergency services vehicles.

All Aboard Florida has aired TV commercials which state that no government funds would be used to finance them
 but we have heard that they are seeking bonds through the government.

My husband and I, as are many of our friends, are not in favor of All Aboard Florida for the impact that it would
 have on our community and on our lives.  We ask that it would be stopped.

Thank you for your consideration,
Ruth and Jay Lanning
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From: Judy Tenzyk
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@dot.gov; Rick.Scot@eog.myflorida.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, October 17, 2014 10:32:32 AM

Dear Sir,
We are  seniors living in Palm City (adjacent to Stuart, FL) and the idea of having 32 passenger
 or freight trains going through our little town would be a horror for us all.  We could not get
 to the hospital or in the event of a family emergency, my daughter who lives on the east side
 of the tracks could not get here to help us. It would cut the town  in half and traffic, which is
 already a problem, would be backed up to Rt. 1 from the freight trains that go though now!
 Our lives as we know now would be ruined and the we could not sell our house and go
 somewhere else because no one would buy a house that is blocked in by trains.
Please do what ever you have to do to stop this;
Mike/Judy Tenzyk
1852 SW Foxpoint Trl
Palm City, Fl 34990

mailto:judy@tenair.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:John.Winkle@dot.gov
mailto:Rick.Scot@eog.myflorida.com


From: Win Swan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, October 18, 2014 11:28:18 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,
     Please listen to the Floridians who will be affected by this scam.  It's an attempt by the
 same folks who want to pave the lakes for their own profits.
     The statement::"No federal funds will be used" is a blatant lie. Where's the $2.5 trillion
 coming from?
     This fiasco will lose money from the start, that is, until those rails start hauling the
 tremendous increase in freight caused by widening the Panama Canal. Guess who profits?
     There are alternatives to haul this freight. Tell the proponents to "Go West"

Win Swan

mailto:winswan7@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Dickhaverland@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2014 11:23:02 AM

I am an elected official (Councilan-Indian River Shores  which is within Indian River County).
 
I am among the few in the area who believe that the Fortress Group subsidiary has a right to run as many
 trains, passenger or otherwise, so long as they provide that the crossings are safe and the horn sounds
 are limited.
 
Far more importantly, I object to any government loans being made to that are not 100% secured by
 marketable collateral. I do not view the "rights of way" as sufficient in size or marketable enough to be
 considered reasonable collateral. This should not be a Solindra redo. The loan should be made on a
 commercial basis, or not made at all.
 
Richard Haverland
772-231-6550
14 Sea Ct
Indian River Shores  32963
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From: BOB GINNY CALLAHAN
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 1:01:45 PM

As a resident of Hobe Sound, Fl, I cross the tracks a number of times daily and do not treasure the thought of
 more trains due to time constraints and the noise.

Why not build the tracks out west along the turnpike or I-95 away from the east coast?  Quality of life, environment
 issues, first responders, property values, etc. would then not be affected.  

I would not vote for the additional trains even if they stopped on the Treasure Coast.  They are not worth it and
 who really knows if they will get the ridership they think they will.

It all sounds like politics to me.

Sincerely,
Virginia Callahan
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From: Jon Robb
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 10:21:19 PM

To whom it may concern:

Some of the railroad crossings in the Stuart, Florida area are close enough to US 1 that this Federal Highway will be
 blocked by backed-up traffic.  This will be especially important when the expected increase in freight train traffic
 occurs. Everyone realizes that will be the outcome of the Panama Canal enlarging.  The length of those freight
 trains will probably also be increased.

One of the primary routes from US 1 by emergency vehicles will be blocked many times per day by these trains.  I
 know you would not want you or a loved one not survive because the EMS had to sit in a line while a train was
 tying up a crossing site.  It is feasible that if two of these passenger trains were coming from the opposite direction
 at similar times the closure time could be much longer than planned.  On top of that throw in a freight train a little
 off schedule.

Thank you in advance for your attention.

Jon Robb
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From: Jane Greenwasser
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 3:35:58 PM

Stuart cannot endure the intrusion of so much train traffic. We are a
small community
and the amount of anticipated traffic will destroy our way of life.
Remember,  we are dependent
upon tourist travel. They will NOT  come here if auto and boat movement
is altered. What
boater in his right mind would spend half the time making room for
trains to move in and about his route?

Trains are not a financial success in Florida, never have been. We would
endure a strain maintaining and modifying.
It does not make good common sense!
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Greenwasser
Stuart, Fl. 34996
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From: Sandy Sanborn
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:54:51 AM

To whom it may concern:
I fear that this email will either be discarded before being read or that if read it will fall
 on deaf ears, but I want express my strongest feelings on the impact to Fort Pierce
 and the Treasure Coast. Please before you decide, have the decision makers come
 to Stuart, Port St Lucie and Fort Pierce and see exactly where the train going 110
 MPH will be going. It is incredible to me that anyone could believe that this is not
 going to be a significant factor in emergency response times. The train will pass
 through the center of one downtown center. It is more than an inconvenience, it will
 be a hazard. I am sure that you will be receiving positive feedback from those who
 benefit, but ask them would they want it in their neighborhood if it looked like ours. I
 am skeptical that this  can be stopped because of big business and lobbying efforts,
 but rest assured it will cause someone's death as soon as it starts. The difference of
 adding 5-6 minutes in response time will make a difference.

V. K. Sanborn
5500 St Lucie Blvd
Fort Pierce, FL 34946
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From: Carol Harris
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 1:13:30 PM

My husband and I moved to Palm Beach County 12 years ago. We chose Jupiter for our home
 based on the beautiful beach and the lovely atmosphere of a clean, quiet, and uncongested
 small town. All Aboard Florida would disrupt and damage much of what has made Jupiter
 and other coastal towns so appealing.

Adding 32 trains per day would cause many of our main thoroughfares to become overloaded
 with traffic when forced to stop for the crossings. There is the increased safety issue of risk to
 pedestrians and drivers crossing the tracks. Emergency vehicles would be prevented from
 reaching hospitals, fires, citizens in distress and crime scenes in a timely manner. Property
 values of neighborhoods close to the tracks would be reduced, causing financial hardship for
 residents. The noise of the trains would be a frequent disturbance as well. There would be
 significant delays faced by recreational boating and commercial marine traffic in a
 traditionally boating oriented community.

We are faced with all of these insults to our town with absolutely no positive aspects of AAF.
 The trains bring us no benefits, only problems. We have spoken to many neighbors and
 friends who share these views. We don't want AAF going through our town!

An alternative would be to build an elevated high speed rail line to run directly from West
 Palm to Orlando in a straight path between the two cities. This would allow for higher speeds
 and faster trips. It would also create jobs in western areas that badly need them. And, it would
 avoid the disastrous effects on our coastal towns. Since AAF plans no stops between West
 Palm and Orlando, why not build a direct route? The obvious explanation is that passenger
 traffic is not the real purpose of the current plan. Many people realize that increased freight
 traffic is the real purpose, and that it will increase once the project is complete. This would be
 even worse than the stated plan.

We sincerely hope that these issues will be seriously considered and that AAF's plans will be
 changed. Many Florida citizens' quality of life and financial stability is at stake.

Carol Harris and Lawrence Merwin
103 Dunes Edge Rd
Jupiter, Fl 33477
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From: Richard Placek
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 1:25:08 PM

Sent from my iPad    John Winkle Federal Railroad  Administration. I am a boater on the South Fork of the St. Lucie
 River and have concerns about, All Aboard Florida. With 32 trips a day over the St. Lucie River, the railroad bridge
 will be down at least 30 minutes per hour,  from 6am to 9pm, every day.  With thousands of boats on the North
 Fork and South Fork in marinas and private docks, we will be delayed in our travels.      We are concerned that the
 Coast Guard, Sheriff and Environmental Departments will not be able to respond quickly. Barges traveling to the
 West Coast of Florida thru Lake Okeechobee  will be greatly effected.  Boat US and Sea Tow will not be able to
 respond quickly. Our waterfront property  will decrease in value. If the railroad bridge malfunction and stays down
 boaters could be stranded and could not get home until the bridge is repaired.     Richard Placek. 1150 SW
 Chapman Way, Unit 311 Palm City Fl  34990
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From: Harriett Brown
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2014 11:42:14 AM
Attachments: Ltr to Winkle-FRA 10-23-14.pdf

Please see attached letter from Attorney Richard V. Neill, Fort Pierce, FL
 
Harriett Brown
Secretary to Richard V. Neill
Neill Griffin Tierney Neill & Marquis
Post Office Box 1270
Ft. Pierce, FL 34954
Telephone:  772-464-8200
Fax:  772-464-2566
hbrown@neillgriffin.com
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From: SCota96074@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 11:00:01 AM

Dear Sirs:
 
I am writing this email to express my vehement opposition to the idea of 32 trains per day traveling on the
 present railroad right of way between Miami and Orlando.   Since I reside on North Hutchinson Island this
 means I will be exposed to 32 additional opportunities every day to sit at a crossing waiting for a train to
 clear.
 
According to Sunday's Scripps Treasure Coast newspaper, there will be 78 grade crossings on the
 Treasure Coast.   With 32 trains rumbling through 78 grade crossings, that amounts to 2496 opportunities
 for traffic tie ups, accidents, emergency vehicles unable to proceed in a timely manner, negative impacts
 on commerce, not to mention the additional noise and vibration.
 
This is not just a NIMBY objection.  There are some real issues involved that are, in my opinion, not being
 adequately addressed.
 
Stop AAF now before we become its unwilling victims.
 
Thank you.
 
Richard E. Cota
4160 N. Highway A1A Unit #202
N. Hutchinson Island, FL 34949
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From: Ruth Lossman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 4:40:28 PM

I want to say that I against this project.  It will ruin the serenity of our Special town of Stuart in many ways.  Please
 stop this insanity before it is too late.  Ruth Lossman @ Helleberg
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From: Carol Burke
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 8:08:22 PM

We are very opposed to this endeavor.   It offers our community nothing.   It will be harder getting to and from work.   In
 emergencies, it will be another hassle to deal with waiting for additional trains.  We plan to attend one of the meetings to show
 our disapproval of this project..
 
J & C Burke
Stuart, FL
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From: james wood
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 8:36:32 PM

Let me add my name to the growing opposition to All Aboard Florida. The areas
 affected before the first stop of West Palm Beach are highly congested and do not
 need more and faster trains rumbling through the areas of Indian River County, St.
 Lucie County and Martin County. Speed, crossing stoppages and noise pollution will
 lessen the quality of life for all if its residents.

James D. Wood
Port St. Lucie, FL
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From: peter ide
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 7:27:04 AM

As a long time Fort Lauderdale resident that lives east of I-95, I am all for mass transit.
The tri rail is not getting the ridership that was expected. The wave is now coming to our area on top of the Sun
 trolley we already have on the east side of town.
So I, and many others that I have spoke about this to, do not think we need yet another train fast or otherwise on the
 east side.
Utilize the Tri rail stations on the west side if you really think there is a need for fast train from Orlando-Miami. It
 would be a more cohesive plan for all the trains to use the existing stations.
As a local boater in Fort Lauderdale, I am horified to think what this plan might do to the boaters and the marine
 industry. It would be a mess in a narrow channel that caters to every size of boat and yachts. This would be as
 devastating as the ill planned "luxury tax" of the past, that literally put many of the local marine industries out of
 business.
Todays' Sun Sentinel stated that 30 trains would pass daily over the New River at 13 minutes per opening. That
 would mean that the river would be closed to boat traffic for 6 and 1/2 hours a day. That means that a full 1/4 of the
 day the bridge would impede  boat traffic..
Unexceptable.
Previous reports of the amount of bridge openings were that it could be up to 50 openings a day.
This is a navigable waterway that local businesses up river depend on.
Free flowing river traffic is necessary due to the narrowness of the New River, and the amount of larger vessells
 traversing it.
Do not let private enterprise of one company affect the lifestyle we all enjoy on the east side of our home town.
Collette Ide
905 Coconut Drive
Fort Lauderdale, Fl
33315

Sent from my iPad
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From: Joyce McLaughlin
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 12:45:17 PM

> As a registered voter and resident of FL, I am very much opposed to all efforts to expand rail service through All
 Aboard Florida plan. 
> Many neighborhoods will be greatly impacted by an increase in the number of freight trains daily.  Additional
 passenger trains that offer no benefit to anyone in this area of the Florida coast will further impact our safety;
 emergency victims already face slow response when long freight trains block the access of life saving equipment
 vehicles to our neighborhood.
> The rail service is currently in need of repair.   There is a single rail bridge crossing the Sebastian River which
 causes major delays every evening as southbound train must stop to let a north bound train complete crossing the
 river.   Access to neighborhoods are completely blocked as long trains are stopped on crossings. Then, one must
 continue to wait as the southbound train crosses the river so that northbound train can then proceed through the
 same neighborhood crossings.
> Would you want your family or loved ones waiting for the emergency vehicle that is waiting through that
 situation?
> I do want to see Florida grow and flourish economically, however, this is not the best mechanism to accomplish
 that.
>
> Joyce McLaughlin
> 822 Hyacinth Circle
> Sebastian, FL 32976
>
>
>
>
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From: Joyce McLaughlin
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 5:50:38 PM

> As a registered voter and resident of FL, I am very much opposed to all efforts to expand rail service through All
 Aboard Florida plan. 
> Many neighborhoods will be greatly impacted by an increase in the number of freight trains daily.  Additional
 passenger trains that offer no benefit to anyone in this area of the Florida coast will further impact our safety;
 emergency victims already face slow response when long freight trains block the access of life saving equipment
 vehicles to our neighborhood.
> The rail service is currently in need of repair.   There is a single rail bridge crossing the Sebastian River which
 causes major delays every evening as southbound train must stop to let a north bound train complete crossing the
 river.   Access to neighborhoods are completely blocked as long trains are stopped on crossings. Then, one must
 continue to wait as the southbound train crosses the river so that northbound train can then proceed through the
 same neighborhood crossings.
> Would you want your family or loved ones waiting for the emergency vehicle that is waiting through that
 situation?
> I do want to see Florida grow and flourish economically, however, this is not the best mechanism to accomplish
 that.
>
> Joyce McLaughlin
> 822 Hyacinth Circle
> Sebastian, FL 32976
>
>
>
>
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From: Charlotte Gabrich
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 6:20:14 PM

I am completely opposed to AAF.  I don't see any reason there should be 32 trains a
 day disrupting traffic, emergency vehicles, boat traffic, vibration impact on buildings
 near the tracks, etc, etc.  Businesses can be affected if clients decide to stay on "the
 other side of the tracks" instead of wasting gas or time waiting for the trains to pass. 
 I can maybe understand 10 or 12 but 32!!!!!  No way!!!  And the founders of AAF
 want the taxpayers to fund them.  I understand that one of the founders has
 "borrowed" money before for something that went bankrupt.  How many times does
 he expect the government to fund his hair-brained ideas????  How would you like it if
 you had moved into a quiet area and all of a sudden had 32 trains a day roaring
 past?  Please think about this long and hard.

Charlotte Gabrich, Vero Beach, FL
 
"Everyday is a good day with a golden retriever in your life."
 

 
"Life Is Short. Live It To The Fullest. It Has An Expiration Date"
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From: Janet Degaetano
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 9:14:53 PM

No, No, No !
A thousand times No !
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ken Petry
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 10:30:33 PM

You must know the impact statement is a sham. They paid for it and it was written for them to try to pull some wool
 over some bureaucrats eyes. Don't be that bureaucrat; use your God given sense to put a halt to this travesty.
Ken Petry
Ft Pierce FL
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From: joey000245@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:01:01 AM

Please be advised that I am 100% against AAF running up the coast from Miami and
 disrupting every one's lives along this route.
All your hearings and telling the public how your experts will make this a good thing is
 typical propaganda. All they are interested in is AAF and nothing else.
Perhaps if you were to implement two trains a day in each direction, that may be a
 feasible alternative. The financial outlay for engines would drop from thirty two to
 four! If you had to many passengers you could add more cars to the train.
The second issue is the speed. I propose for the Martin County area that a fifty MPH
 speed be implemented from Cove Road to Skyline Drive in Jensen Beach and no
 side tracks for trains to pass each other in this stretch.
The best alternative to build your Super Train is to start from scratch and run it out
 west of the Fl turnpike where there are miles of rural land.
Thank you for listening.
 
Joe Galluccio
Jensen Beach, Fl.
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From: Virginia Lane Hill
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:39:42 AM

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
This letter is on behalf of my family of four who have lived in Stuart Florida for the past 28 years and are
 all third and fourth generation native Floridians.  It is increasingly obvious that this service needs to be
 relocated to the tracks in the center of our State so that the beautiful, historic communities along the
 eastern coast are not devastated from this train expansion. Jupiter, Tequesta, Hobe Sound, Stuart, Rio,
 Jensen Beach, Pt. St. Lucie, White City, Ft. Pierce, Vero Beach, Sebastian, et.. will be ruined in it's wake.
 We are all small boating communities with historic downtowns right in the middle of this track. It will
 divide our communities in half. My office is on one side of this track and most of my business is on the
 other side. The train traffic now is often at an unreasonable level particularly in "Season" from October to
 May when our populations often double. Our main hospital with our heart unit is east of the tracks with
 the bulk of the community living to the west. In fact, from the train tracks you can see most of our historic
 buildings built in the late 1800 and early 1900's literally across the road.
 
As boaters, in order to get out on the water we like most of our community live on the river west of the
 train tracks which means our ability to access the water will decrease tremendously and our properties
 that we own on the water will also decrease in value. If this train was run out west through the rural areas
 of Florida we would not be impacting the waterways, our access to the waterways nor devaluing property
 along the St. Lucie River.
 
Additionally, this train track runs alongside a beautiful park and some essential parking for our historic
 downtown. Every single car space is taken during the season. They have already said that if this goes
 through they have the right (and plan to take) our access road used daily by our community and these
 parking spaces including the ones alongside Kiwanis Park. This means the park that I as a Kiwanian
 along with many other community leaders have spent 25 years working on and investing over a half a
 million dollars in will now be difficult to access and noisy. We have just finished a four year goal of raising
 another $250,000 to make this park (which is the most used park in Martin County) a boundless
 playground. We have several local agencies in our area that use this park heavily for children with
 disabilities and autism.  This new playground is in the process of being ordered and installed this Spring.
 This is going to devastate our Park, the ability to use the Park will be compromised by the taking of
 parking and the increased noise will make it now an undesirable place to hold events. Currently more
 permits are used for this park than any other in Martin County.
 
There are no benefits for our community or the other communities that exist alongside us that is
 worth this amount of damage, and to ruin community after community for a "passenger train service" 
 of which there is not one financially feasible operation in this country to date, is insane.  Historically this
 will go down as the worst "development" to ruin the State of Florida next to the great decision to dry up
 the Everglades and ruin our water supply and wreck havoc with our estuaries by dumping billions of
 gallons of polluted water into the St. Lucie River.
 
Lastly, All Aboard Florida has not provided you with an independent study.  This is a study paid for by
 them, by people they have hired and supplied all of the information to. That is not even close to
 independent. Please do not allow our communities to be ruined when there is a nearly unused track in
 comparison thorough rural areas of our State.  There is no good reason to allow this to happen, unless
 we need to give authors more books to write about the destruction of Florida.

mailto:virginia@interiorsolutions-stuart.com
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Sincerely,
 
Virginia Lane Hill
 
 
Virginia Lane Hill, President
 
Interior Solutions Inc.
Corporate & Healthcare  Design
 
Licensed Interior Designer FL#ID0003564
Licensed Interior Design Business FL#IB0001216
NCIDQ Certified #12162
 
585 SE Central Parkway, Stuart, FL 34994
772-781-6883 phone      772-781-6887 fax
 
 virginia@interiorsolutions-stuart.com
 
 

mailto:virginia@interiorsolutions-stuart.com


From: Potsy Scoville
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:52:09 AM

The format of the current series of "public meetings" being held by All Aboard Florida makes
 it clear to me that they plan to go forward with this tragedy irrespective of opposition or how
 many people they put in harms way. These are not meetings in any sense of the word, and are
 in fact a political stunt. There was a real meeting at Jupiter Medical Center recently, and it
 was concluded that traffic to that hospital will be greatly affected. The railroad bridge in
 Jupiter will be down more than 8 hours/day blocking boat traffic.

It appears that no one in Government is going to lift a finger to help us. Government of the
 people, by the people, and for the people??? Really??? 

-- 
Edward N. Scoville, II
18370 SE Lakeside Drive
Tequesta, FL 33469

mailto:potsyscoville@gmail.com
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From: Joe
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 10:01:11 AM

I would like to state that as a full time resident of Stuart, FL (Martin
 County) that I'm opposed to the All Aboard Florida project.

Many reasons could be discussed, but my primary reason for my
 opposition is simple. 
SAFETY. Who would ever think that you could run 32 trains a day, 16
 north bound and 16 south bound, 24 of those at speeds exceeding
 100mph (in many areas) over a single set of RR Tracks? I'm specifically
 referencing the single set of RR tracks that are the DRAW BRIDGE that
 cross the St. Lucie river in Stuart, FL. To be clear, I'm saying one pair of
 RR Tracks, not two pair that theoretically would allow two trains to
 transverse this RR bridge in opposite directions.

It should be clear that this is an accident and this is the place that it will
 happen.
Again, one set of tracks, 16 north bound and 16 south bound trains, you
 figure it out.

No need for me to discuss the navigation issues that these bridge openings
 and closings will cause as I'm sure you will simply ignore them.

My closing concern is the cost to all taxpayers. Just like AMTRACK, after
 you folks loose a few BILLION dollars a year you will be looking to the
 Federal Government to bail you out at the taxpayers expense. 

I hope you sleep well knowing that you ultimately will be responsible for
 creating a disaster that potentially will result in the loss of lives.

Joseph J. Maher
32 S Sewalls Point Road
Stuart, FL 34996

mailto:joest1100@yahoo.com
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From: Asta Poirier
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Kathy Hansen
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 3:05:02 PM

My home is in Port St. Lucie, Florida.  I have lived on the Treasure Coast for fifteen years.  As
 Past Commodore of the St. Lucie Sailing Club of Stuart, I have first hand experience with the
 challenges in navigating from the North Fork of the St. Lucie River (where we keep our
 sailboat) through the draw bridges in Stuart.  Our club races on a weekly basis in the North
 Fork and periodically in the ocean.  Our club members have boats on both the east and west
 sides of the draw bridges and have frequently encountered dangerous situations navigating
 from one side to the other, especially on Saturdays and Sundays when there is a lot of boat
 traffic.  In fact, one of our sailing vessels was struck on the forestay when the railroad
 drawbridge unexpectedly started coming down and sustained significant damage.  Some of
 our boats have been trapped in the narrow space between the two bridges -- an extremely
 dangerous area to maneuver in a boat with a mast. 

Stuart is a boating community.  We have multiple marinas east and west of the railroad tracks. 
 Your plan to add an exorbitant amount of train traffic, both passenger and freight, will
 essentially destroy a multi-million dollar industry on the Treasure Coast.  The marine industry
 in this area employs hundreds of people. 

Your rhetoric that All Aboard Florida will add hundreds of jobs to the economy does NOT
 apply to our beautiful peaceful community -- we will be paradise lost!

I am adamantly opposed to your plan.

Asta Poirier, Past Commodore
St. Lucie Sailing Club

I have cc'd this e-mail to our current Commodore, Kathy Hansen

mailto:astapoirier1955@gmail.com
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From: Ronald Nielsen
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 3:34:00 PM

      I believe it will be a monumental mistake to have a high speed train come through
 Florida communities.  Not only will it be detrimental  to residents but also to the
 wildlife in these areas.  Not too many people would relish hearing a high speed train
 come barreling through their neighborhood at 110 miles per hour 32 times a day. 
 Scrub jays and other wildlife are very sensitive to vibrations and noise.  This
 disturbance could upset their natural instincts and habitats.  Nests and dens would
 be abandoned with the result of eventual extinction.
      I can also envision being rudely awakened by these trains coming through at
 night.  Thirty two train trips a day is extremely excessive and this frequency will
 encourage accidents.
      I strongly urge you not to approve this foolish endeavor.  I don't want to be put in
 the position to say "I told you so" when something happens. 
  

      Ronald P. Nielsen
      Vero Beach, Florida
       ditmarsron@yahoo.com

mailto:ditmarsron@yahoo.com
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From: Sue Pitkin
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 9:06:06 AM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
As a new resident of Florida, I strongly oppose the train from Miami to Orlando. The train will
 intersect the town of Stuart and not even stop.
We get nothing out of it except putting up with stopping 32 times a day.
 
If it has to be done why couldn’t it go up the middle of the state or along the Turnpike? The
 residents of Stuart are worried about their property value as well.
This has been in the works for a long time but no one knew about it. It certainly doesn’t seem
 fair especially when there are other options.
 
Again, I’m new, but after listening to many who have lived here 30 years and more I hope the
 “powers at be” think better of it.
 
Thank you for reading this.
 
Sue Pitkin
Stuart Resident (1 year)

mailto:suepitkin@verizon.net
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From: Michael Dooley
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 10:51:55 AM

With all large impact issues both sides argue with validity and with true conviction.

I am on the side of opposition to this venture.

While the merits of this project seem valid, the route chosen is illogical. I would suggest that
 99% of those who object along the Treasure Coast would be in support of this train if the
 route traveled west from north Palm Beach. CSX owns that line. SEC is the entity that is
 contracted with All Aboard. The federal government is the "bridge" that can make sure that
 those two private entities "play nice" together and work out a fair and equitable solution to
 have the route go west. 

Over many years the Federal State, and local Government has "engineered"  population
 towards the coasts. Now that there is a concentrated population along the coast the specter of
 32 trains a day screaming by. The first and most critical concern is PUBLIC SAFETY. The
 delay in RXR crossings WILL cause the death of someone sooner or later. In Hobe Sound,
 where I live, our elementary school is east of the RXR. A large portion of our elderly are east
 of the RXR. During the winter months the ambulance travels across the RXR tracks at least
 once a day, I'm serious, records will verify this statistic.

Then there is the marine issue. The RXR crossing across the St. Lucie river will cause
 significant delays. The Coast Guard, I believe has opposed this project and many if not all in
 the marine industry are in opposition. Real estate values have already begun to decrease west
 of the RXR tracks in the Palm City area of Martin County. 

The environmental impact here will be severe. We have a 10,000 acre state park; Johnathan
 Dickerson State Park. Endangered tortoises, scrub jay, panthers, black bear and many other
 animals will be adversely impacted.

Please take these comments seriously, there is a huge compliment of citizens along the
 Treasure Coast that believe, and they are right, their quality of life will be substantially
 diminished IF this train runs east along the SEC tracks north of Palm Beach County, FL.

-- 
Michael Dooley
P.O. Box 1166
Hobe Sound, Fl. 33475
772.546.7355
fax 772.546.3163
Broker, Illustrated Properties
hsldooley@gmail.com
 
 http://about.me/michael.dooley

http://www.loopnet.com/lid/18494795
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From: heidicat@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 2:06:41 PM

Greetings,
I live in Stuart and am very opposed to the expansion of AAF through the Treasure
 Coast. Thousands of dollars have been spent to revitalize the downtowns of Stuart
 and Jensen Beach.
The rail system will destroy our wonderful communities, leave retail buildings empty
 from business fleeing, lower property values, affect public lands and create safety
 issues.
The traffic congestion and pollution will increase enormously. This will not bring jobs
 to our area.
 
This is not about what is good for the Martin County and Treasure Coast residents, it
 is only about what Orlando, Disney and Miami want. 
 
NO to AAF!!!!!
 
Heidi Anderson-Thomas
Stuart, FL

mailto:heidicat@comcast.net
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From: Karen Caronello
To: aaf_comments@vhb.com.
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 2:07:39 PM

Federal Railroad Administration,

Sorry.... but we do not want your train running at 110 an hour or any speed through our town of Stuart nor
 through any town on the Treasure Coast.  Take your train and go inland where there are no historical
 downtown with cultural, restaurants, shops and river walk with outdoor concerts, marinas with boat
 activities going in and out through the bridges you're going to close 32 times.  What about OUR way of
 life?? Noise, vibration increase....not to mention pollution!  Wildlife disturbed and distressed.  Real estate
 values going down because of your train.  Boating industry and marina business going downhill because
 you have to cross train tracks everywhere and open bridges to let boats out to sea and back.  Forget
 about saving lives......emergency response going to the hospital from road, beach or sea. Traffic,
 accidents, business loss and what happens to our beautiful downtown? Parking? Confusion Corner? It's
 a walking down that is separated by the train tracks. It doesn't add to our economy, no jobs here.  Just
 misery.
Take that train of yours and go west where it belongs.  It only takes 2-2 and a half hours to get to
 Orlando, and who wants to go to Disney world?  Oh yeah, that's right all the dredging and the port of
 Miami for more freight trains to add to the commuter trains.  GO WEST YOUNG TRAIN ..WE DON'T
 WANT YOU ON OUR COASTAL TOWN.    

Sincerely,

Karen Caronello
4633 se Bridgetown Court
Stuart, FL  34997

mailto:kcsoulhealer@aol.com
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From: Shirley Morrison
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014 12:09:57 PM

NO NO NO to All Aboard Florida.

See Carl Hiaasen's article which gives my opinions in detail.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:shirley.morrison2@att.net
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From: ptrsncaptain@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 2:45:05 PM

We oppose the All Aboard Florida passenger train from Orlando to Miami.  We are residents of Jensen
 Beach and our opposition is based upon the following:
 
1.    Traffic - the existing freight trains already create traffic jams at the various crossings.  Any number of
 additional trains (even at 45 seconds) will lead to additional back-ups on our roads.
2.    Safety - Based on the traffic conditions emergency access to Hutchinson Island would be
 dramatically effected.  
3.    Environmental - Because all of the freight and passenger trains are or will be diesel powered, this will
 create additional air contaminants which are visible presently from the freight trains.  This appears as
 black residue on buildings, cars and other surfaces. 
4.    Noise - Currently you can hear the noise of the trains and whistles over 2 miles away in both
 directions.  The additional trains would make this an all day and/or night nightmare!
5.    Economics - Although Miami and Orlando may benefit economically from this venture the Treasure
 Coast will not.  AAF is really about land speculation and real estate development along the route where
 the stops occur.
6.    Navigation safety - The impact of the trains closing railroad bridges on the Indian and St Lucie rivers,
 etc. will pose great safety hazards and delays for commercial and private vessels. It is difficult to control
 a vessel in wind and currents when waiting on line for passage. 
 
Respectfully,
Gary Peterson
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From: Leonard White
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 2:56:57 PM

I'm writing to protect the Treasure Coast of Florida avoid further environmental and traffic
 impacts attributable to the All Aboard Florida proposal.

I've lived on the treasure coast of Florida since 1987 and enjoy the climate and natural
 resources this area offers.

The Indian River Lagoon and estuaries have been continually damaged by water releases from
 Lake Okeechobee for decades now. All Aboard Florida is another potential serious threat to
 our irreplaceable natural resources.

Additionally the many small towns that makeup the treasure coast are easily disrupted by
 traffic congestion. All Aboard Florida will exacerbate the traffic congestion all year, but
 particularly during the winter season when large numbers of seasonal visitors add traffic
 volume to our roads not designed to handle current capacities.

I ask these issues be seriously considered before approving All Aboard Florida.

Sincerely,
Leonard White
Palm City, Florida

mailto:lenwfl@gmail.com
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From: timpoul@gmail.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: arnie.rosenberg@scripps.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 7:51:27 PM

John Winkle, FRA:

I am a resident of Port St. Lucie Fl who opposes All Aboard. My comment is in the
 nature of a question.

My understanding is that pursuant to provisions of U.S. Constitution and the
 doctrine of federal preemption, FRA has the final say-so about how All Aboard's
 tracks will be used.
If All Aboard's passenger service fails and it asks you for permission to ship freight
 instead, you have the power to do so--even if All Aboard in the past has assured the
 public that it will not do that and even if it has made similar promises to Florida
 and its cities and counties?

I have sent a copy of this mail to a reporter with Scripps Treasure Coast
 Newspapers. I would appreciate your replying to both of us. Thank you, Tim
 Poulton 772.785.7188
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From: drpecho104
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2014 12:47:44 PM

 

To whom it may concern:
 
We live in Port St Lucie, Florida and, seriously, don't understand how "All Aboard Florida"
 got its name.  Should be renamed "Exclusive Aboard Florida".  Why would anyone on the
 Treasure Coast want that train to run through our area.  Why should we put up with the
 environmental impact the noise or the inconvenience when we cannot avail ourselves of the
 train. 
 
Do we have any say at all?
 
Rich & Donna Pecho
10480 SW Southgate Ct
Port St Lucie, 34987 
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From: Carolyn Merlino
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Carolyn Merlino
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2014 10:56:25 AM

We are vehemently opposed to the planned railroad service between Orlando and Miami for the
 following reasons:

We are concerned about the time we will spend at RR crossings as this train zips by 32 times a
 day.

We are most concerned about the possible delays that can occur with First Responders trying to
 get through to hospitals and also to get to recipients of their care.

There is no value or up side to this proposal for all the people on the Treasure Coast where the
 train is not going to stop.
Only inconvenience and prospective problems.

John and Carolyn Merlino
9483 SW Wedgewood Lane
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: George Dugan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Dickens Tom; George Dugan
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 3, 2014 12:52:40 AM

I live in Saint Lucie Village in Saint Lucie County in River Woods.we are bounded by the InterCoastal Waterway to
 our East and the East Coast Railroad to the West there are no roads out of our development except the Milton road
 crossing.
Increasing the train traffic as proposed w/additional track very greatly increase's the likelihood we will be unable to
 get out as a result of any problem causing the crossing to be closed which of course would be immensely more
 likely if the proposed new use of the land by the railroad is allowed.
The increased noise will be substantial,the number of times crossing the track will be impossible due to increased
 rail traffic will be greatly increased from the situation that existed when our homes were built,and of course that's
 not just an inconvenience our only means of reaching Hospitals or leaving our neighborhood for any life or death
 reason will be much more likely to be unavailable despite how pressing our need may be.
All Aboard Florida has not been truthful in their representations to us for example their Attorney addressed our
 Community stressing among other things that all of the project would be privately funded he was quite clear on that
 point and made it several times and of course as we know now that's not true and it's not a part of the project that he
 would not have known the truth about.
Increasing Freight traffic to the degree possible with a new track would have been  obviously objectionable to all the
 residents along the path of the proposed project.
  Looking at the revenue the project can hope to realize versus the costs they are intending to incur with proposed
 loans,it seems likely they would default on the taxpayer backed financing,and then instituting increased freight
 traffic with the dangers and problems it presents to the large residential population it affects would be the ultimate if
 not the obviously intended use of your approval to their plan.
Please deny All Aboard Florida's application.
Sincerely
G.D Dugan III

mailto:dugan3d@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:tom.dickens2@gmail.com
mailto:dugan3d@comcast.net


From: mrsgas11
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 3, 2014 2:56:23 PM

Good Afternoon, Mr. Winkle,

I need to know if any of the route engineers for All Aboard Florida live in
 any of the designated areas that these passenger trains will run?
If not, I feel they do not have a right to force this route on us residents.

I live in Fort Pierce, off Midway & U.S. 1.  My home is less than one mile
 from the current cargo train tracks.  We cannot peacefully sit in our yards
 without hearing the train horn blow or feel the vibration from the rumbling
 of these huge trains.  It's even worse during the evening and after the
 midnight hour.

There is NOT one picture in my home that hangs straight because of the
 vibrations.  I CANNOT even imagine how much more vibration there will be
  when these 32 passenger trains run on these same tracks.  I feel the
 vibrations will cause cracks in our home foundation and other damage.  

The current trains run thru the Savannah preserve along Indian River Drive.
  There is so much natural wildlife in the Savannah.  AND if you walk along
 the tracks you will find alot of dead wildlife because the cargo trains hit
 these animals.   I don't even know how many more animals will be crushed,
 hit or ran over when the passenger trains fly thru.

There will not be any scenery for the passengers to enjoy because they are
 going so fast.  Why bother with this route then?   There are tracks along I-95
 and/or the Florida Turnpike that could be utilized for the same destination.
  

This is not in the best interest for the residents' safety, well being or living
 conditions.  We are senior citizens and definitely not able to move, not that
 we want to.

Please reconsider the route for these passenger trains.  I am afraid our
 health is to fragile to stand this impact on our lives.

mailto:mrsgas11@aol.com
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Thank you for listening, 

Margaret and Glenn Szczesniak (ses-nee-ak)
5410 Palm Drive
Fort Pierce, FL  34982
772-801-5400



From: Thomas Lydon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 5, 2014 4:39:47 PM

Please consider the added noise impact on those residents that already suffer the horn signaling that is mandated at
 all crossings. The present rail line is only 60 yards away from our complex and those horns cause quite a stir at all
 hours of the night. Please consider the elderly people (one residents wife has terminal cancer as we speak and wants
 to spend her last days enjoying the sun, sand and what quite is available
Sent from my iPhone 6 Plus
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From: Margaret Buchwald
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 5, 2014 4:41:34 PM

Please stop this endeavor!  Our quiet life will more than be disrupted.  We live less than a football field away from
 the tracks in Jupiter (A1A and Riverside Drive).  If the train is necessary, why not use the corridor towards Indian
 Town?  30 plus, high speed trains will be a disaster for our Northern Jupiter Community and Tequesta.

Margaret Buchwald
Sent from my iPad
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From: Cwpsmp1@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 5, 2014 5:28:34 PM

Supplementing our previous comments (9-14-2014), opposing "All Aboard Florida", please consider the
 following:
"As CSX tracks running further inland than FEC's on the coast are currently in "Amtrac" passenger service
 between West Palm Beach and Orlando, "AAF" should use them for a period of two years as a "Trial
 Run" to prove viability of their proposed service, before consideration of FEC's coastal route, use of
 which will severely adversely impact Treasure Coast communities."
 
Thank you very much.
Your truly,.
Sharon and Charles Phillips
5511 SW Landing Creek Dr
Palm City, FL 34990
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From: mandolinda@bellsouth.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 5:52:40 PM

FREE Animations for your email Click Here!

I am AGAINST All Aboard Florida!!!  It will spell the end of our quaint way of life on
 the Treasure Coast.  32 high speed trains and up to 20 freight trains...are they
 smoking something?  We would be impacted by at least 3 trains per hour!  Traffic,
 noise, pollution, danger to wild life and human life all unacceptable. 
1.     Traffic....with up to 3 trains per hour the gates would be going down every 20
 minutes.  How long are the trains?  Roads would be impassible for how long each
 time?
Downtown areas would be heavily impacted, Ft. Pierce, Stuart, Jensen Beach, Hobe
 Sound, etc.  High speed trains through a down town area is an accident waiting to
 happen.
Perhaps they should be made to build an overpass for each and every crossing!, or
 run new tracks out west through the cattle ranches where it would impact next to
 nothing.  Or use the alternative corridor along the Fla turnpike and I95.
2.      Economic Impact....again downtown areas where we have worked hard to
 build up a "town" atmosphere, with restaurants, theaters, shops, etc., could be
 ruined by 2 or 3 these high speed trains roaring through town every hour.  Where is
 the peace and tranquility of outside dining going to be after THAT?  Here we go
 again with Downtown areas turning back into blighted areas with no business!
         Crossing maintenance, as it is now, the counties, cities would be responsible
 for the maintenance of crossings...this would have to change.  AAF would have to
 bear this cost and maintenance.
3.       Environmental Impact .....AAF will adversely affect noise, vibration, water
 resources, wetlands, floodplains, wild life and human life, and endangered
 speicies.  We are working hard to protect our waterways and water based way of
 life on the Treasure Coast.  This project will set us back decades! 
 
AAF as proposed cannot happen!  It must be stopped! 
 
Linda Squeo
432 NW Ferris Drive
Port Saint Lucie, Fl  34983
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From: Alan Grunfeld
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 9:17:09 AM

To whom this may concern:

I live in Stuart, FL.  If 32 trains a day are going to pass through here, they must stop here and provide service to
 Maritn County.

My vote is either to have NO trains pass through Stuart or have them stop here to provide transportations services to
 the
residents.

Sincerely,

Alan Grunfeld

mailto:algrun@sbcglobal.net
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From: sandyinthesun@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 9:53:22 AM

I spent threes hours doing chores locally yesterday here in Sebastian, Florida.  During
 this time, I stopped for several minutes at railroad crossings twice!  All the grocery
 stores, pharmacies and general merchandise stores are on the other side of the
 tracks.
 
All Aboard Florida would disrupt every day life, destroy local businesses and create
 an environmental danger to everyone in Indian River County.
 
Do not allow this !  It is not a boon to local people.  It is meant for the monetary
 success of others!
 
Sandra R. Flockhart
141 Joy Haven Drive
Sebastian, Florida  32958

mailto:sandyinthesun@comcast.net
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From: Ann Golden
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 10:58:18 AM

Please know that the proposed train which would run through many small towns at incredible speeds would
 influence the way of life that we have come to know and love in a very negative way.  Many people in Vero Beach
 live on the west side of the railroad tracks, and most importantly, the hospital is on the east side of the tracks.  Any
 emergency vehicles would be impeded both in getting to critical situations and then returning to the hospital.  Life
 and death situations would be delayed just so  trains could pass through our little town going at incredible speeds. 
 It would afford us nothing but delays and life threatening situations.  Why should we face this so that people from
 Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach could be whipped to Orlando instead of either driving themselves or
 flying?  They have chosen to live where they do, and we have chosen to live where we have.  Maybe we should be
 granted the opportunity to continue our existence in the way it was originally planned!  Perhaps law suits will
 follow deaths from delays due to this idiocy.

Most sincerely,

Ann M. Golden

mailto:mom@madmansoft.com
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From: Jenene Hoyer
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 11:49:29 AM

I attended the Impact meeting at Port Saint Lucie last evening and feel that there is no real
 purpose to these meetings except to fulfill the requirements of the federal government.  The
 decisions have been made, there was no one open minded to any other thoughts and the
 Obamaesque attitude of "I will do what I want and you don't matter" was alive and well.  I
 doubt any of the comments made on paper will ever reach anyone - so easy to "misplace".  It's
 also very easy to somehow lose the transcripts from the "court reporter".  Everyone acts as
 though we are mindless souls without a brain and unable to see thru the games that are being
 played.  That is not so.  If those of you that are going to be making a LOT of money from this
 project would be willing to listen to those you say you are trying to serve and give back a
 little to the communities you are going to bypass, it might not be so hard to get support for
 these projects.  

Ideas:
1.  Move the tracks west to either follow the Toll Road or I95 - I understand money, I
 understand getting control of the land for the right-of-way. However, it would take away the
 concerns of the public that live along the rails, the environmentalists and the parents with
 children that have to cross these rails.  You would have less mileage of tracks to lay, also.

2.  If you insist on leaving it where the existing tracks are, find a good location along the
 Treasure Coast for a stop.  We have the deep water port coming in at Ft. Pierce that could be a
 way for cruise ships to bring passengers into the area to increase tourism, awareness of the
 area and a way to increase jobs and money for the locals.  They are currently in the process of
 expanding the airport at Ft. Pierce to accommodate jumbo jets - not only for passengers but
 for cargo and other trade potential.  This would also increase the viability for growth along
 the Treasure Coast area. We already have the Coast Guard station, the customs facility and a
 growing partnership between Vero Beach and Disney.  All of these are reasons to believe that
 the potential for growth is here is we have some help from the AAF folks to expand their
 stops to support the growth that is so deperately needed in our area.  I believe if you were
 willing to do this, you could expect a greater amount of support and acceptance for your
 project.  Giving back to the people should be your goal instead of how much can we keep for
 ourselves.  

3.  Make sure that at these meetings you have folks that are willing to listen and not be so
 defensive and rude.  Some of the people we were to talk with last evening had no idea about
 what customer service is about.  At least fake it and pretend you care about what people are
 saying.  

4.  Make sure that the spokespeople tall the truth.  Trying to make up facts that don't hold
 water is insulting to those of us who have done the research.  The state owns the land along
 the toll road right-of-way - not the Federal Government.  Once the road was built, the land
 was turned over to the state - in order to consider that alternative, you don't have to deal with
 federal government regulations and unwillingness to lease the land to investors to build a
 railway. A lot of folks will believe anything they are told and take it as fact; however, there
 are a lot of us that are educated and do our homework and know fact from fiction.  Just
 because we may not agree with you does not mean we are stupid.  More respect for the public

mailto:jhoyer1027@gmail.com
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 and better hearing as to the wishes of the pubilc would do a world of good for those of you
 trying to push this thru.  There are a lot of "greased palms" in this project and we are going to
 take the brunt of those deals.
-- 
Jenene R. Hoyer
1528 SW Mockingbird Circle
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986



From: Pam Kay
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 7, 2014 3:44:49 PM

At a recent meeting in Port St Lucie, Florida, All Aboard Florida shared the environmental impact study conducted
 by and paid for by All Aboard Florida, it was apparent to all who attended that this was a complete conflict of
 interest - a study done for and paid for by AAF would naturally slant its findings in favor of the money. We are in
 direct opposition to the impact All Aboard Florida will have on the lives of Treasure Coast residents who will
 realize ZERO benefits from it disrupting our waterways and highways, not to mention the constant barrage of
 noise.  

Pam Kay
yaya_kay@comcast.net

mailto:yaya_kay@comcast.net
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From: jpender@gate.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014 4:07:44 PM

Please DO NOT allow additional coastal train tracks and excessive closing of bridges to boat traffic as proposed by
 All Aboard Florida.  I am in favor of trains in the right place, which should be west of the fragile coastal area and
 waterways.
Thank you for protecting this irreplaceable environment.
Sincerely, Patricia A. Pendergast

mailto:jpender@gate.net
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From: Tanya
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014 5:31:58 PM

               November 1, 2014

To Whom It May Concern:

All Aboard Florida (AAF) is going to destroy our peaceful communities
and our quality of life. They plan to send 32 "high speed" passenger
trains daily through the middle of populated coastal towns. Our
concerns include negative impacts to public safety, local and marine
traffic, the environment, the economy, our neighborhoods, and our
quality of life.

These trains are not the "high speed" (200 mph) trains they have in
Europe and Asia, these are closer to 100 mph trains which won't reach
their destination much faster than a car. Will enough people ride the
train? It is rare for a passenger train to be profitable and operate
without government subsidies. Bankruptcy is a real possibility. Then
the people who backed the loan to AAF are stuck. Please don't let that
be the taxpayers!

Traffic backs up every time a freight train comes through causing
congestion and delays. AAF will greatly exacerbate the problem with 32
extra train delays everyday. Emergency vehicles will be delayed and
with a large population of seniors in our area this is a serious
issue. Other safety issues include dangerous grade crossings and
bridges in need of upgrading. Who pays for all the maintenance?
Boaters will be very unhappy as the railroad bridge takes 15-20
minutes to raise or lower. By the time it goes up for boats its time
to lower it again for another train. Then there's the noise and
vibrations - 32 times a day. There will be a loss of real estate
values and property tax revenues. And, let's not forget the pollution,
not only from the trains but also from all the cars idling at the
crossings 32 times a day. And what if a train breaks down? Then
everything gets much worse.

In downtown Stuart, we have "confusion corner" where eight roads meet.
AAF will require that two of those roads be shut down. The
intersection will be a mess with 32 trains each day. Nearby people are
window shopping, dining outside at cafes, walking along the
waterfront, and there's a theatre with live performances. The train's
noise and vibrations will be extremely disruptive to all these
activities. There are similar coastal communities the trains will run
through all along its route.

There are much better alternative routes for the train such as west of
I-95 where the trains would not run through the middle of populated
towns. This would make more sense as its a more direct route and would
not impact the quality of life for so many.

Sincerely,

mailto:gator22@toast.net
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Tanya Hiler
3906 Cinnamon Tree Circle
Jensen Beach, FL  34957



From: Joe
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014 9:01:14 PM

I wish to go on record as being opposed to All Aboard Florida.  As a
 resident of Stuart, Florida, a small town along the Treasure Coast, I am
 not aware of one single benefit the proposed 32 high speed trains will
 bring to my home town. 

One of the highlights of Stuart is our historic downtown.  A great deal of
 planning and expense has gone into revitalizing this area.  The train
 tracks that will be used to carry the high speed trains run right through
 the center of this historic district.  The trains will not only pose a safety
 hazard but also traffic congestion in an area that was never meant for this
 purpose.   Since there is no proposed station on this train route the speed
 of the trains will be excessive.

Just beyond the downtown district, the trains will cross the St. Lucie River
 on a one track bridge.  The bridge is old and it is questionable as to how
 long it can successfully handle 32 more high speed trains a day and who
 is responsible for repairs.  There has not been any defined answer as to
 what happens when two trains need to cross the bridge at the same time.
 Again we are looking at safety hazards, traffic jams and also navigation
 tie-ups.  

My family enjoys the tranquility of Stuart and chose to live here because of
 what it is today.  We should not be forced to deal with the inconvenience
 of 32 high speed trains racing through the heart of our town just to get
 vacationers from Orlando to West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Miami
 and vice-versa in a hurry.  

Please don't sacrifice the peaceful living of the treasure coast to service
 the need of those who choose to live a hectic, high speed life.

Sincerely, 
Catherine Maher
32 South Sewall's Point Road
Stuart, Fl. 34996  
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From: becky
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 9, 2014 10:01:01 AM

To Whom It May Concern,
 
It is unacceptable that the lives of those of us living on the Treasure Coast will be disrupted 32 times
 every day due to the increased train traffic.  The benefits of the high speed train do not outweigh
 our needs.  The traffic in and around the train tracks in the Stuart area, where I live, is already a
 nightmare. It is difficult to imagine the negative effects on the car and boat traffic, the safety issues
 involved, the increased noise, the environmental impact, the dirt – and for what benefit? Is there
 really a dire need for a high speed train? 
 
I have traveled around Europe where the train system is fabulous.  I understand how nice travel by
 rail can be. But the negative impact to our area is too great for the convenience of some.  There is a
 very nice turnpike that runs from Miami right to Disney. Cars can be rented.
 
I implore you not to go forward with the train. It will in no way benefit anyone living on the Treasure
 Coast and will most certainly be a detriment.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Restifo
Palm City, FL

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus
 protection is active.
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From: Buckley Robert
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Buckley Evelyn
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:23:55 AM

We strongly oppose the expansion of rail track and trains in the Florida Treasure Coast area.  Passenger trains do not
 cover their costs in this country, so the tax payer guarantee of loans and/or reduced tax bonds all put tax payers at
 risk.  Treasure Coast is given an especially bad deal, in that we will have no access to the passenger service, but will
 see extensive road and boat traffic delays, property value loss and emergency service interruptions.

Ironically, the demographics and geography of Florida would allow for a train to run from Orlando to Miami
 through the sparsely populated the more central state, only 30 miles west.  Instead Florida East Coast Railroad is
 intent on using its almost century old right of way that now runs through major population centers, town centers,
 heavily traveled waterways with bridges that take many minutes to go up and down.

The people of Treasure Coast will be very negatively affected by this project.  We respectfully request that the
 project be denied approval and/or significantly modified to mitigate the disastrous consequences of the current
 plans.

Sincerely,

Robert and Evelyn Buckley
6166 SE Oakmont Place
Stuart, Florida 34997
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From: Bridles
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 9, 2014 10:45:13 AM

I cannot see how there would be enough passengers to support 32 round trips a day. 
 Seems unreasonably high.
 
Since it seems   "Resistance is Futile"   to this train proposal, I feel it is absolutely essential
 for a stop along the Treasure Coast.
Fort Pierce would seem to be a central location for most of the Treasure coast.
Since there is absolutely NO travel service of any kind (bus or train) from these areas to
 West Palm, Ft Lauderdale, etc., this would be a highly used service.
 
Gary Bridle
Port St Lucie, FL
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From: Tom Porter
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 9, 2014 12:38:15 PM

Commercial interests and the politicians they financially support would be the primary beneficiaries of All Aboard
 Florida, NOT the residents of the state.  PLEASE take into account the consequential impact on Florida’s coastal
 communities that high-speed passenger rail service, as well as the inevitable increased freight rail traffic to follow
 would have when making your recommendation.  If All Aboard Florida is allowed to proceed as proposed, coastal
 Florida will never be the same, adversely affecting the lives and safety of millions of people.  I live in an area of
 Vero Beach where the railroad tracks run parallel to US 1 with no more than 100’ separating the the two, and where
 there are at least 6 rail crossings within a 2 mile stretch.  Albeit more expensive, rerouting the proposed service
 west and utilizing land already available adjacent to the Florida Turnpike, is a far better alternative in the long-run.

Thomas Porter
5620-403 N Harbor Village Dr
Vero Beach, FL  32967
(772) 567-4498
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From: patfeltch@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 9, 2014 3:35:49 PM

 
November 09, 2014
 

We live in Hobe Sound so will address the concerns from Bridge Road north on
Dixie Highway.
 
There are senior communities, single family homes, apartment complexes and
mobile home parks along this corridor. There is no space for an additional track
unless you narrow Dixie Highway or take homes. These homes are close to the
proposed track that the noise and vibration will be significant. Please do not
upset the lives of the people living in this area.
 
The quality of life in Martin County will be diminished with this project.
We oppose All Aboard Florida and rail expansion.
 
Respectfully,
 
John Feltch
Patricia Feltch
Hobe Sound, FL

mailto:patfeltch@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Jon Tori
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 11:03:29 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,
I am writing to express my objections to moving forward with the high speed train program that is underway in
 South Florida. (Take this as a NO vote!) My wife crosses the railroad tracks 6 times per day ,
Over and back too drop my son at school and then across the tracks again to go to work.(x2) I cross the tracks 4
 times per day. The crossings alone are very dangerous let alone a train traveling at the speeds
that are being discussed. This does not mention the life safety issues in regards to emergency services. THIS
 PROGRAM WILL KILL MANY PEOPLE!
We also have tremendous concerns in regards to the delays that will be caused at the Loxahatchee River bridge.
 The boat traffic back up in a very, very strong current location such as it is, will create a very dangerous
 condition
for my wife and children as well as the hundreds of other folks that use the waterways.
At the end of the day this will end up being a tax payer supported transportation program while FEC makes
 billions in development!
NO, NO, NO,  to All Aboard Florida- that’s 3 voters in our house!!!!
Sincerely,
Jon Tori
 
 

     

1568 Watertower Road Lake Park, FL 33403

Jon Tori 
Vice President of Construction
Phone: 561-204-4357
Mobile: 561-307-1810
E-mail: jtori@amcbuild.com
www.amcbuild.com

 
Confidentiality Note: This email and any attached files are confidential and intended solely for the
 intended recipient(s). If you are not the named recipient you should not read, distribute, copy or alter this
 email. Please immediately notify the sender and delete all copies. Any views or opinions expressed in
 this email are those of the author and do not represent those of the Anderson-Moore Construction Corp.
 Warning: Although precautions have been taken to make sure no viruses are present in this email, the
 company cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage that arise from the use of this email or
 attachments.
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From: mmpsl@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 12:29:41 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle:

I am writing to object to the All Aboard Florida.  This daily high speed train going thru
 the Treasure Coast is an encroachment on our quality of life.  
Noise, traffic problems, first responders delays are just a few of the problems that will
 be caused by these high speed trains.  I am hopeful that your
agency will try to evaluate alternatives  or relocate the route away from the Treasure
 Coast.  Many people never contact government agencies,
and this is my first as it will certainly change the wonderful quality of life we have in
 our area and not help in any way.

Thank you for all the assistance you can give our communities.

Marilyn Mead
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From: Sharon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 1:02:05 PM

As one of the many residents whose life will be disrupted by the
proposed additional rail service I feel I must voice my concern.  I
believe safety is our main concern with so many residents being cut off
from access to the closest hospital when even a minute counts toward
saving a life.  Additionally, our property values have not yet recovered
from the "real estate bust"  and now we are faced with something else
that will further devalue our real estate holdings. The annoyance of
being detained at rail crossings many times a day is just that, an
annoyance, but my two major concerns, safety and property values are so
important to our lives and well being.  I do hope these things will be
taken into consideration before a final decision is made.

Thank you.

Sharon Brown
5883 SE Glen Eagle Way
Stuart, Florida  34997
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From: mrgbc@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:54:34 PM

This proposed project is unacceptable.  Please consider the impact that the additional noise will have on the tax and
 commercial valuation of adjacent properties.  Also, please consider what impact the increase rail traffic will have on
 the accessibility to Martin Memorial Hospital

George B. Clark, 1701 SW Capri Street, Palm City, Florida
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From: melanie bass
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 3:25:11 PM

We live in a wonderful golf community in the southern part of Stuart called Mariner Sands.  We have almost 800
 homes that will be negatively affected by this new rail project.  Our home values will decrease drastically, the noise
 level will increase and the traffic along A1A will be affected.  The businesses along A1A will suffer greatly.  Why
 can't they use the rail system that is already constructed in the middle of the state and leave our beautiful seaside
 communities alone?

Thank you!
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From: Diane
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 5:58:33 PM

Dear Sirs,
You MUST reconsider allowing high speed trains to RUIN the quality of life in the
 quaint town of Jensen Beach. We cannot have 32 trains running through this town on
 a daily basis disrupting traffic, activities, emergency vehicles while creating a noise
 nuisance. What are you thinking???
 
This does not benefit Jensen Beach in any way.  It is totally detrimental to its citizens.
 
Someone is paying someone for this travesty. It must be stopped immediately!!.
 
Govern yourself accordingly.
Thank you.
Diane Wansor
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From: Lee Wansor
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 7:14:03 PM

To Mr. John Winkle Federal Railroad Administration,
 
Mr. Winkle I am deeply disappointed in the handling of this project.  I have heard for many years
 that the possibility of a high speed rail going from south Florida to the north an always thought it
 made sense.  The problem with the plan as it stands now will be very detrimental to the towns that
 it will be going through, especially the small towns north of West Palm Beach.  I believe there are
 some people getting their pockets lined and we are being taken advantage of here.  This is being
 shoved down our throats and has not been given enough thought as to the outcome.  I am sure you
 have heard all the concerns as to emergency response, transportation, navigation, noise and
 financing.  These are all valid, not to mention the safety of the public.
 
The Federal Railroad Administration should step back and take a long hard look at this and think of a
 better plan which makes total sense, not just to appease  those that possibly will benefit
  financially. 
 
Thank you,
Lee Wansor
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From: Linda McLain
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: bill@billnelson.senate.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:55:26 AM

I am writing to express my dismay at this project being thrust on the people of Florida, even though it is obvious that
 the residents do not want the all aboard Florida in their neighborhoods.  There was a time when the railroad
 provided a much needed boost to communities along the east coast of Florida.  In fact, I came to Florida in 1961 on
 a passenger train from NY and I have been a resident ever since.  That is not the reality today.

It is quite evident to everyone looking at this proposal that it is not passenger trains that we are really dealing with. 
 It is the freight trains that will follow in their wake, when passenger trains cannot support the expense of this
 endeavor.  I live where I have to use a railroad crossing to get to anywhere from my house.  I recently sat there 35
 mins waiting for a train to move that was sitting there on a siding for some reason with 3 cars extending past the
 crossing and keeping it closed.  There is another crossing within 5 miles of this one but it was also blocked at the
 same time.  In an emergency, a person needing medical help would  have died!  There was no convenient way to
 drive far enough to get medical help during those 35 mins.  I can only imagine what will happen with more trains
 using these same tracks.

I have seen some tremendous downtown efforts made to bring businessess into older villages on the east coast of
 Florida and the "taking" of extra land by the railroad to facilitate the needed requirements of this project will send
 those towns back into despair.  Who is going to sit in a restaurant and eat with the noise and speed of trains in their
 face?  Who is going to wait at crossings to get where they need to go?  You are sending Florida backwards with this
 foolish project.

If All Aboard Florida wants to make this project work, they should be considering a way to move the railroad inland
 to undeveloped areas of our state, so that it can by-pass the majority of homes that will be impacted by the noise
 and inconvenience of this railroad project.  Yes, it would cost money but there is not a resident in this east coast
 area that would not support seeing the tracks moved.  It would provide jobs to install a new railroad and it would
 bring new towns to the inland portion of the state. I can assure you that I will never vote for legislation that
 financially supports this project, should I be given the opportunity. I am already seeing people taking losses to sell
 their homes before this project happens.  If we have a great decline in property values, like we had 8 years ago, I
 cannot imagine how our state will survive that again.

I am devasted by the fact that our politicians will allow lobbyists to bribe them into voting for a project that means
 the end to so much of why people move to Florida.  It is just another sign of how corrupt our government and the
 people with power and money can be!  I can only hope that something stops this project before it claims our state as
 it's "victim"!.

Sincerely,

Linda McLain Brannan
lmclain45@yahoo.com
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From: Ruth Fox
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 12:58:50 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle:
    The proposed project "All Aboard Florida" appears to me to be a disaster for the residents and
 businesses of the Treasure Coast including Stuart.
   The only feasible solution appears to be using tracks to the west of the FEC tracks, namely the
 CSX tracks where the impact over all would be much less. Couldn't a partnership between FEC
 and CSX be put together?
   The Federal Government has an obligation to investigate this approach and act accordingly.
 Federal loan involvement. [outright tax payer support or loan guarantee] is a must to create a fair
 and just outcome for everyone involve.

   Sincerely
  John and Ruth Fox
  1101 SE Osceola St.
  Stuart, Fl., 34996
  772-220-2973
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From: Phil Macken
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 10:37:10 AM

In the Nov. 19 commentary section, I read the letter written by "Deane MacMillan" of Sewall's
 Point offering the alternative view on All Aboard Florida. MacMillan  pointed out the
 obvious. The "Common Sense" aspect of the whole proposal, and the possibility of an
 alternate agenda have been right in front of us all along.
I grew up in the northeast and have ridden  the subway/train systems from NY to Boston. I
 understand the need and demographics in those geographic areas, but Florida is a completely
 different animal.  Too spread out.  I do not believe the costs associated with upgrade to the
 tracks and train operations can or will be offset by ridership. Where is the market for Miami
 to Orlando. It won't be commuters and surely not Disney. A blind man  with a cane can see
 something is just not right. 
I believe MacMillan hit the nail on the head with the freight aspect in the plan. Smoke &
 Mirrors to access the path of least resistance and "funding " for a very expensive
 infrastructure upgrade to current the rail system is what I have observed to date. 
My take on what we will see is 32 trains/day for up to 90 days, after which a reduction to 16
 trips for 3 to 6 months. Then finally a financial failure where a additional freight traffic will
 be needed to offset the losses. 

Phil Macken
Port St Lucie
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From: Charles E. Kanter
To: Palm Beach Post; USCGD7publiccomment@uscg.mil; Ellman Judy & Louis; Kanter Corinne; Kollender Harriet &

 Larry; Naditch Jerry, Barbara; Stern Judy and Larry
Cc: John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 10:53:28 AM

MEMO
TO: Members and additional parties listed at the end of report.
FROM: Charles E. Kanter, Moderator.
REF: Results of Discussion Group Meeting: 16 Nov. 2014
 
Our discussion group addresses major societal problems of which we might provide helpful
 critique and possibly some special input. Our meeting of Sunday, 16 November 2014 topic
 was “All Aboard Florida.” All discussion group members live and work in Florida and might be
 effected in one way or another. Based upon consensus, the group attitude was inquisitive.
 Neither positive nor negative, serious burning questions were asked, relevant comments
 made as listed.
 
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Unanswered questions and comments:
1. Extreme lack of public information: The only public information that was generally available
 was published in local newspapers. Insufficient detail and little advance planning notice.
2. Permits: Where is public disclosure of any or all permits issued for this activity? Normally, all
 activity of this scope is heavily permitted by many agencies and there is usually public input
 before the permits are issued. No knowledge of any permit application public discussion.
3. Where are the building permits for the ongoing construction in West Palm Beach and
 Miami: Why is the Mayor of West Palm Beach at odds with the builder over street closings?
 How can a private company demand/force a city to do its bidding on roads?
4. Where are the required permits from the USCG for changing any schedules or access to
 bridge over navigable waterways? Where are the public documents, approved by the USCG
 that the bridges in question are structurally adequate for this amount of increased traffic?
 Why is their so much opposition to using those bridges by the marine industry?
5. Lessons learned from “high-speed” rail between Washington and NY. The accident statistics
 are available on line and are informing.
6. The involvement of Disney or Universal in the business plan or financing?
7. Viability of Flagler era tracks for high-speed rail. Are additional tracks to be installed? Is
 there going to be conflict between the freight trains and the passenger trains?
8. Economics: Where are the passengers coming from? There is no perceivable demand now,
 how are they going to generate sufficient traffic to justify this investment. Amtrak already
 offers rail to Orlando and needs government subsidy to survive. What happens to the
 taxpayers when this program is terminated? What are taxpayer liabilities?
9. How are they going to finance this? Taxpayers? Bonds? Both are rumored, both are
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 negative.
10. There was full agreement that a Disney-like elevated railway that would solve all the
 obvious problems with on the ground using ancient tracks over rickety bridges disturbing
 many communities would vanish and support and riders would be easier to generate.
 
The following were sent copies of this report:
 
Letters@pbpost.com
USCGD7publiccomment@uscg.mil
AAF_comments@vhb.com;
John.Winkle@DOT.Gov
www.floridanotallaboard.com
www.citizensagainstthetrain.com
 
Comments can be submitted by mail to:
Mr. John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311, Washington, DC 20590.
 
Charles E. Kanter,
2905 S. Greenleaf Circle
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
561-369-7828
 
www.sailcopress.com
 
 

http://www.sailcopress.com/


From: Bobbie Deemer
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:54:34 AM

We worked hard to find a peaceful place to live.  Please don't let it
be destroyed by a bunch of greedy bunch of Wall Street
gorillas.  Please chose the people for once.
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From: Beverly Anderson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 1:58:48 PM

Mr. Winkle:
I have been coming to Stuart, Fl since 1978. I now spend at least 5 months here. It has only improved over these
 years
The AAF would ruin this area. It would not be safe with emergency vehicles possibly stopped at crucial times.
 Traffic would be unbearable, especially during the winter season. The boating and fishing industries, plus the
 recreational enjoyment would stop.
Please consider out west florida for the tracks.
Beverly Anderson
529 NE Planation Dr
306
Stuart, FL. 34996
772-232-6790

Sent from my iPad
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From: Gerrie Roberts
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 8:13:14 PM

I would like to comment on the proposal to run high-speed trains daily from Orlando to
 Miami.
 
This process would be very disruptive to the towns along the route from Orlando to Miami. In
 addition, the tracks would have to be upgraded to be able to service the high-speed
 trains.Residents in the towns would be subjected to the noise and disruption without having
 any benefit from the trains.
 
At the very least the trains should stop at many towns along the route to allow residents from
 towns beside Orlando and Miami to have access to the trains.
 
If this is not possible, then I think that the railroad should be relocated to the middle of the
 state so as not to impact so many FL residents.
 
If neither of my proposals can be acted upon,  then idea of high-speed trains should be
 abandoned entirely.
 
Geraldine Roberts
38 Plantation Dr, #205
Vero Beach, FL 32966
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From: hicksjessica
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:00:19 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle,

   I will be brief. All Aboard Florida is a stupid idea.

Jessica Hicks
Port St Lucie, FL

Sent on a Sprint Samsung Galaxy S® 5
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From: Barb
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 14, 2014 1:47:17 PM

Dear Mr Winkle -

My husband and I have lived in Vero Beach since 1979.  It is a quiet, unassuming beach town with active residents
 who have created an exceptional community.  Understandably, we are all concerned about All Aboard Florida and
 the 34 trains racing through our community each day.  We are also concerned about the addition of several more
 freight trips each day.  The impact will be devastating on all of our sister communities up and down our beautiful
 Treasure Coast.  Without any stops planned for anywhere north of Palm Beach, the rail service is of no value to the
 hundreds of thousands of residents being bypassed by these high speed trains.

Which begs the question:  Why is the train, that ostensibly is to provide high-speed service between Miami and the
 Orlando Airport, going up the coast when Orlando is in the middle of the State?

I understand that FEC already owns the coastal railroad tracks.  But they must "lease" the right-of-way down SR528
 (The Beachline) from Cocoa Beach to the Orlando Airport.  If time is of the essence for moving people as
 expeditiously as possible between Miami and Orlando, why don't they lease a right-of-way up the Florida Turnpike,
 beginning just past their last stop of West Palm Beach?  That is a more direct route, and it interferes with very few
 populated areas....

Or could it be that All Aboard Florida is designed to fail?  There will be double tracking all the way up the coast as a
 result of, potentially, a taxpayer guaranteed "government" loan, that would be perfect for the expansion of freight
 service.  With the widening of the Panama Canal, and the upgrades to the Port of Miami, the case MUST be made
 that this project is not really about transporting people, but rather, about increasing freight traffic - at the expense of
 the Public.

I appreciate the opportunity to add my comments to the Public record regarding All Aboard Florida's petition for
 approval.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Barbara Drndak
406 33rd Ave SW
Vero Beach, FL  32968
772-538-0255
barb@drndak.com
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From: Jane M Israel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 15, 2014 5:16:21 PM
Attachments: Railroad.docx

Please see attached 
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						Mrs. Jane Israel

						4508 SE Peachwood Ter.

						Stuart, Florida 34997

						November 6, 2014



AAF-comments@vhb.com



Dear Sir:

	

	Regarding the proposed “All Aboard Florida”, I feel that it’s not just a case of NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard).  It’s more like NRTTMOMH (Not Right Through The Middle Of My House).



	My husband and I moved here over nine years ago and we love the whole atmosphere of Stuart and the Treasure Coast.  The waterways, the slow-growth efforts, the historical aspect and the people who live here are all part of what makes the area so unique.  Even the current trains provide some degree of nostalgia.  But 23 additional trains at higher speed would be an abomination.  Just think of the safety hazards, emergency response delays and the noise.  The tracks, as they are now, run right through towns dividing east from west.  The beautiful rivers and waterways (we’ve worked so hard to maintain) that provide pleasure trips and livelihoods for residents here would be completely destroyed.  People would not be so quick to relocate or even vacation on the Treasure Coast and the local economy would suffer greatly.  The trains ADD NOTHING GOOD to Martin County and other communities on the Treasure Coast.



	The railroad needs to be relocated to the west a few miles.  There the economy is based on farms not tourism.  It may cost more money  -  but maybe not.  Do we really know?  As an alternative, the entire Treasure Coast could be elevated, but that may cost even more.



	Notice that I have not mentioned possible future additional freight trains and the Miami shipyard improvements and the Panama Canal widening.  It’s plain to everyone that All Aboard Florida is a foot in the door towards the more profitable freight activity.



	Please don’t ruin our quality of life on the Treasure Coast.  We cannot build All Aboard Florida as it is presently proposed!



[bookmark: _GoBack]						Signed:



						Mrs. Jane Israel

						(772 283-5181)	





From: Patrick & Lois
To: Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; Bill@BillNelson.senate.gov; 

GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David R Thompson 
Major; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.James@epa.gov; 
Mueller.heinz@epa.gov; John_wrublik@fws.gov; Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 16, 2014 1:43:09 AM

5700 NE Island Cove Way, #4405
Stuart, Florida 34996

The St. Lucie River is not just another Florida river.  It stands apart from the New River, the 
Loxahatchee River and the Miami River because it is not merely a vessel thoroughfare through 
some county roads…..it’s the only way for vessels to transit from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Atlantic Ocean without going south around the Florida Keys.   All Aboard Florida’s plans for 32 
high speed transits a day over the “100 year old” Railroad Trestle Bridge across the St. Lucie 
River (isn’t that a HUGE safety issue?).   In its closed position, the trestle will not only cause 
major delays for boats passing under it, but will adversely impact the automobile traffic traveling 
on NE Dixie Highway.
 
All Aboard Florida also means that these 32 trains will travel through downtowns and 
neighborhoods at more than100 miles per hour and thus will have enormous negative impacts on 
safety concerns such as delays of emergency vehicles and at RR crossings at intersections (both 
people and cars).  Economic concerns include tourism, real estate values, as well as the 
Taxpayers responsibility to pay for crossing improvements, road improvements, operation and 
maintenance.

It has been proven time and time again that Americans do not want to travel by train.  Personally, 
we think that All Aboard Florida is a scam that is headed for failure a (at the Federal Government’s
 expense) to accommodate the additional number of freight trains that will be traveling through 
small towns once the newer Panama Canal is completed.

All Aboard Florida poses the greatest threat to the quality of life, health and safety of the residents
 of Martin County as well as to the other towns and cities in its path.  If you feel that All Aboard 
will succeed, we URGE you to please consider moving the railroad tracks further west of Route 
95.  
  
            Thank you for listening,

  Patrick F. Farley & Lois J. Farley
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From: jwolotschaj@juno.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 16, 2014 5:46:54 PM

My husband and I are among the many Florida residents who are against the high-speed trains
 going through Vero Beach with no benefit for us. It would be better suited for the tracks west
 of here.
 
John & Linda Wolotschaj
3489 63rd Sq
Vero Beach, FL 32966

____________________________________________________________
Odd Trick Fights Diabetes
"Unique" Proven Method To Control Blood Sugar In 3 Weeks. Watch Video.
DiabetesProtocol.com
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From: ROBERT HALL
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:38:28 AM

Mr. Winkle, I believe this proposed project is both selfish and ill conceived. Firstly, where have rail passenger trains
 ever been profitable ? Amtrak has been in existence for a very long time and is still a burden to taxpayers. That
 said, this veiled attempt to set up an infrastructure to take advantage of the Panama Canal expansion is more than
 obvious for freight expansion.
Logic dictates that the proposed 32 trains per day and the current freight schedule will adversely affect both
 business, residential and marine interests. Quality of life is one of the main reasons most of us live here. In Vero
 beach, anyone seeking hospital emergency care, coming from west to east will be obstructed, especially when lives
 are at stake.
There is no benefit to us on the Treasure Coast, as there are no planned stops.
The obvious option to utilize the interior route, west of us, is both reasonable and responsible. If objectivity and the
 concerns of "We The People" are seriously considered, this certain disaster can be averted. We pray that will be the
 case. Respectfully, Robert S. and Joan A. Hall-- 9460 East Maiden Court, Vero Beach, Florida-32963------772-581-
2633

Sent from my iPad
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From: Roger Lyon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.gov
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 23, 2014 1:13:15 PM

Hello,
 
From the subject of this email you can guess my comments.
 
1.  All Aboard Florida (AFF) is asking for public funds for their “passenger” trains
 from Miami to Orlando.  From all unbiased studies, AAF projections for passenger
     traffic are erroneous.  No train system in this state survives for passengers alone
 so I can only conclude AAF is proposing this system for the potential freight
 revenues. 
 
2.  If the frequency of 32 trips/day were just for passenger trains it would cause
 headaches for our area for marine and road traffic.  If long freight trains are added
 to the mix,
     the time per bridge/road closing will increase substantially over passenger
 trains.  Marine traffic would suffer the most because of the long down times for
 the rail
     bridge across the St. Lucie river.  (As much as 10 hours/day).
 
3.  I am upset by this whole proposal.  Please do not approve this venture.
 
4.  If for some unknown reason you approve this venture,  my tax dollars better not
 be involved.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger Lyon
3515 SE Charing Cross Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
rwlyon@comcast.net
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From: Bennett Keiser
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 23, 2014 9:59:54 PM

Mr. Winkle,
Please note our strong opposition to the All Aboard Florida proposal. 
 
The amount of trains heading north/south along the existing tracks will create serious
 conditions In the southern Florida corridor.  There are a large number of east/west running
 streets with their concurrent number of railroad crossings.  First responders, ambulances and
 all other emergency vehicles will face numerous and lengthy delays with possible tragic
 consequences. 
 
Not to mention the dramatic increase in both actual train noise including both wheels and
 whistles as well as the actual crossing barrier noise.
 
We implore you to consider the impact this proposal will have on the safety of the
 communities as well as the quality of life.  It is time that the decisions are made based on
 what is right for the people directly affected and not for the well-financed and politically
 connected.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joy and Bennett Keiser
13701 Rivoli Drive
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410
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From: jeff negle
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 9:03:48 AM

 

Mr. Winkle,

 

I am writing to you in opposition to All Aboard Florida’s plan to operate 32 high
 speed passenger trains each day through Indian River County and Vero Beach. 
 The reasons for my opposition are that it will negatively affect property values
 along the route and that it will substantially affect the way of life and identity of
 those towns it passes through.

 

My wife and I own 2 properties in Vista Royale in Vero Beach.  The only buffer
 between them and the tracks is US Route 1.  It is 6 lanes wide at this point and
 brings noise problems of its own.  However, the residents have learned to live with
 this noise since it is not excessively loud.  The residents have also become used to
 the 7 freight trains each day along the tracks. The noise is manageable because of
 speed restrictions.  The freight trains are also infrequent and not loud enough to
 disrupt the peace of the community.

 

It is our concern that high speed train noise by the motors, wheels and wind,
 traveling at high speeds will be louder than can be tolerated.  In addition, the noise
 of the horns blaring 4 times at each of the 3 crossings within hearing distance of
 Vista Royale and you will begin to understand why Vista residents and owners are
 opposed to this project. 

 

Vero Beach is a quiet town that grew up along the railroad tracks.  Its quaint
 downtown area is very close to the tracks for a long distance.  The noise of the train
 and crossings will change this town in a way that may never allow it to recover. 
 Many restaurants and other businesses have outdoor areas that will be disrupted. 
 Would anyone enjoy eating a meal or shopping with the noise of a speeding train
 every 30 minutes?
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Indian River County, Vero Beach, and its residents and property owners will be
 negatively affected in many ways if this project is permitted to continue.  The sad
 part is there is no benefit for anyone other then the owners of the railroad, the
 people in the few cities where it stops and Disney, yet no one in any position of
 authority is willing to stand up to them.

 

What puzzles me is why they would go through such heavily populated areas when
 there are miles of uninhabited land on a more direct route in the center of the state. 
 There must be more to the plan than we know.

 

If you can not stop this callous project, please hold All Aboard Florida financially
 and legally responsible for all changes that are required and for any negative
 impact to the cities, counties and properties they affect.

 

Thank you,

Jeff & Dale Negle



From: Chytil
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.Gov
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 11:29:15 AM

We are very concerned about the proposed All Aboard Florida rail service.
To allow this service to run on old tracks, through many small towns is just
 asking for disasters. The disruption caused to residents along the
 Treasure Coast - the noise and delays and extra pollution - is
 unnacceptable, even if the service were to make stops along the way.

PLEASE do not allow this to happen.  Move it West - along the freeway or
 turnpike or use the tracks out there.  The plan should not even be
 considered in its present form.

Tom and Mary Chytil
Vero Beach
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From: SUNWRENT@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 1:01:42 PM

Attention:  John Winkle
Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Impact Statement
 
Section 4.4.6-A listing "Recreation Resources by County".  Riverview Park in Sebastian, FL is omitted and
 there will be serious negative impacts to this park with an increase in trains.  And there could be other
 parks along the route that are not accounted for in the DEIS.
 
There are may omissions and inaccuracies in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  I request that
 you extend the deadline for comments until February 3, 2015 to allow more time to address all the issues
 in this Draft EIS.
Sincerely,
Jane Schnee
1022 Foster Rd. - Apt. A
Sebastian, FL  32958
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From: ANTHONY J PAPARELLI
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 3:47:14 PM

We are being railroaded by the All aboard Florida project.  The Treasure Coast will have high speed trains barreling through historic
 areas with no benefit to the residents.  The FRA used Florida East Coast Railway Co. consultants for the environmental study and they
 do not address the impacts on coastal communities of passenger and freight traffic at and above current levels. The FRA is not
 concerned about safety and environment, they only want to enable AAF.  There is no demand for high speed rail connecting Orlando
 with Miami as AAF proposes.This project needs to be put to the west in Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard Counties and there is
 no reason it can't be if we can't stop it altogether.  I hope this reaches someone who cares about the citizens in these counties and the
 negative impact AAF will have on our environment and everyday living.

Anthony J. Paparelli
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From: wamills25
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:29:28 AM

Dear Mr. John Hinkle,
We are writing to you requesting that the Federal Railroad Administration prohibit the increase in rail freight traffic
 through the Treasure Coast communities.  The proposed passenger trains are small and proceed quickly through our
 area, but the freight trains are between 100 and 200 plus cars long and they don't travel at speeds anywhere near
 100mph.  As a consequence they will pose a major hazard to our area.

They will provide long delays creating major safety issues and inconveniences to our area.  In addition, the
 additional pollution from the multiple diesel engines greatly increase the health hazards to our families.  Already
 ever day we have to clean the particulate debris from our porches, cars and boats.  We can't imagine allowing 25 to
 100 per cent increases to freight traffic giving these health considerations.  The risk to ourselves and are lungs are
 of utmost importance and thus far have not be given any consideration in the environmental impact on our
 communities.

We in courage your agency to request an environmental impact statement covering the health risks increases freight
 traffic would pose to all of us. As you are probably aware many of our communities are sitting with several yards of
 the rail right-of-ways.  Certainly the proposed expansion was never considered when these right-of-ways were
 obtained.

Thank you for giving these matters serious consideration and demanding a more thorough analysis of the risks to the
 health and welfare to our community.

Sincerely,
Wayne A. And Delores J. Mills
5051 N. Hwy A1A, Unit 14-6
Fort Pierce, Florida 34949
772-464-649 Home
410-829-0404 Cell

Sent from my iPad
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From: Bob Kenyon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 28, 2014 12:36:01 PM

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue   room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Dear Mr.  Winkle:                   re: All Aboard Florida DEIS  9/14/2014
 
Please extend the deadline for comments to this report from December 3, 2014 
for 60 days until February 3, 2015.
 
There are at least three reasons you should consider agreeing to this request.
 
It is complex, brought out by the fact it took you at least 4 months longer to issue 
the report than you originally estimated. There are many items that seem to be 
missing (archeological areas, minority housing, specific wetland and natural 

habitat). The very design and placement of the railroad in the 19th century along 
the coast presents complex ecological issues which need to be addressed.
 
The specific timing has hurt the public several ways. The report was issued on a 
Friday which ironically is the favorite time for organizations to release bad news --
- they are assured of several “free” days.  In order to be sure comment mail gets 
to you in Washington  it must be mailed the Saturday after Thanksgiving, another 
practical constraint against the public.  Note:  few discerning citizens will email 
comments as the recipient is the consultant selected by AAF and paid by AAF.       
The real problem in our area about the timing has been the summer and fall 
absence of many of our residents.  Thousands were not aware of the DEIS until 
sometime in November when they returned from summer homes.
 
Lastly, the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act   were not 
followed.  As a result we in Indian River County were not able to attend the 
Scoping meetings presented by FRA during May 2013.  Our County had no 
newspaper advertisement or other notice of these meetings.  As a result we were 
at least 7 months behind all other affected Counties to learn about the rail plan.
 
The sum total of these facts has placed an unreasonable burden on Indian River 
County  which is contrary to public law and regulations.   This can be partially 
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mitigated  if you extend the comment period to February 3, 2015. 
 
Thank you,

ROBERT KENYON



From: Cathy
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 28, 2014 7:45:14 PM

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Room W38-31
Washington, D. C 20590

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Room W38-31
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Sir,

We are writing to protest the intended location along US 1 in Florida of All Aboard Florida railway for the alleged purpose of
 commercial passenger traffic. It was expected to have 32 trips per day with 400 passengers per train on high speed rail in
 addition to the already schedule freight traffic. The Miami-Orlando route is to have a stop in Cocoa Beach. This community
 is on the east coast of Florida, not the centrally located Orlando.

We have been reading the comments in the Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers for the last year.  It is obvious to us that
 the pathetically shielded goal of passenger traffic is really to establish routes for freight from the newly constructed port of
 Miami and the improved Panama Canal.

American taxpayers must not bear the burden of this fiasco of a private business venture under the guise of a public
 transportation service.  CSX tracks are already carrying freight west of route US 95.  Additionally, the noise and
 environmental pollution as well as the compromising of public safety with increased traffic on these tracks on the Treasure
 Coast will permanently and adversely change the health and well being of the population of all communities along these
 tracks.

We urge you to reject the Treasure Coast/US 1 route and approve the most direct route through central Florida along FL 27. 

We don’t believe All Aboard Florida lies!

Respectfully,

Catherine Domres     Robert Domres
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From: Kevin Wrynn
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 29, 2014 11:15:50 AM

We are residents of Hobe Sound Florida who are against the AAF because of the
 hardship the trains will cause to the folks of the area.  This part of Florida is uniquely
 situated close to the ocean and waterways and most travel is east / west meaning we
 all cross the railroad tracks quite frequently.  

Think about what 32 closings will mean to us (and you if you lived here)!  It's totally
 outrageous.  Acouple of trains would be one thing but this is ridiculous.  Plus, add on
 any additional Freight trains and this area will come to a stand still.  

If they want that many trains runs plus freight they should "go west".  Plenty of room
 in the middle of the state.

We say "NO" to All Aboard Florida.

Kevin and Joan Wrynn
Hobe Sound, Fl.

mailto:dockwrynn@yahoo.com
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From: Sandra Hawken
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 30, 2014 4:32:15 PM

Gentlemen:

An environmental and economic disaster is about to be sprung on hundreds of thousands of
 people living on both side of the FEC Railroad tracks by All Aboard Florida.  The environmental
 impact report  which was bought and paid for by All Aboard Florida is totally flawed and Treasure
 governments including Martin, St. Lucie, and Indian River County along with the cities of Stuart
 and Vero Beach are asking for an improved report.

Speaking as a Martin County resident and property owner in downtown Stuart I am outraged by
 this incomplete self serving report which does not even mention the impact on Stuart.  It ignores
 the effect that the trains will have on people trying to access Martin Memorial Health System
 located on the east side of the tracks as well as the school buses that have to cross the tracks
 numerous times to reach an  elementary, middle and high school. The city courtesy tram, the
 Martin County Transit and Treasure Coast Connector also have numerous crossings per day. 
 Property values for residents living along both sides of the railroad tracks will be negatively
 impacted.  

The  report  does not address the effects of vibration on the many downtown buildings which are
 within the " 150 ft. area of potential effects."  There are 5 historic buildings dating back from 1902
 that are within 100 ft. of the tracks. In addition to the 32 trips a day by All Abroad Florida there is 
 no mention is made of the doubling of freight traffic in the next few years due to the enlarging of
 the Panama Canal.    Also not mentioned is the written contract by FEC Industries, the parent
 company of the All Aboard Florida, not to remove the 100 downtown parking spaces on the land it
 leases to the city.  The negative impact on the cities of Stuart, Vero, Ft. Pierce  and other small
 cities which were built along Flagler's original tracks will result in an  enormous economic, cultural
 and environmental disaster.

Speaking of disaster, the boating public and marine industry will take a huge hit due to the limited
 access to bridge openings.  Both the St. Lucie and Loxahatchee railroad bridges already do not
 meet the reasonable needs of navigation due to their age, history of mechanical failure and
 deteriorated conditions These bridges do not meet today's standards for new construction so any
 additional train traffic will only hasten their degradation.  Trying to adjust a schedule to meet the
 needs of the boat traffic, car traffic and increased train traffic is not in the realm of possible. At
 present there are no private passenger trains that make money however hauling freight is
 lucrative and freight will be increasing as the large freighters begin entering our ports. 

Please listen to our elected officials who are asking for a thorough unbiased  review of the
 environmental impact of running 32 passenger trains and double the number of freight trains a
 day  through our established communities.  We, the citizens of Treasure Coast, feel this poorly
 thought out plan to make money for the FEC industries will literally destroy our small cities and
 severely impact the environmental and  economic well being of the citizens in Martin, St. Lucie
 and Indian River Counties.   

Thank you, 

Sandra Hawken
1283 NW Spruce Ridge Dr.
Stuart, Fl 3499

mailto:sjhawken@yahoo.com
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sjhawken@yahoo.com
772-692-9017  



From: higgy123@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, November 30, 2014 6:51:31 PM

I am sending this letter because I do not want the passenger trains or any additional
 freight trains traveling through our communities along the coast. 
I live in Indian River county and I am so upset about this. It appears to me the desire
 to cut the cost on the project and use the Flagler lines is abominable. The trains
 would be all around better running west of the the coast line. There, the safety and
 intrusion to the towns would be minimized . Please don't run All Aboard Florida
 through our towns.
Suzanne Higgins
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From: Jim Thomas
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:42:09 AM

I live approximately 1,000 yards from a railroad crossing that AAF trains would use
 daily.  This would present a terrible inconvenience for myself and my wife as we must
 cross these tracks at Oslo Road in Vero Beach many times daily going to doctors
 and hospital.  Please do not allow AAF to proceed.
 
James Thomas
660 Fox Trail SW
Vero Beach, Florida 32962
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From: celeste unsworth
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:17:10 PM

Hello,
Please know that I am very strongly opposed to the All Aboard Florida high speed
 passenger rail project !!
Five years ago my husband and I purchased a beautiful home in Vero Beach.  One of
 the reasons we chose Vero Beach was because it was a lovely coastal town without
 a lot of traffic.    The Treasure Coast has 78 railroad crossings.   The major reason
 for opposition is that  All Aboard would greatly impact emergency and law
 enforcement vehicles which could easily result in additional deaths.  Currently the
 deaths resulting from rail transportation is up 24.7%.    Other areas of concern are, 
 are the delays in just trying to get to your destination and the noise the rail would
 impose and the safety at each crossing.
Spending $1.6 billion for this is just crazy and it is wrong for you to force this on us !!
People wanting transportation from Orlando to Miami have the option to fly or to take
 a bus. 
There is no need for rail also !
Sincerely,
Celeste Unsworth

mailto:clu44@sbcglobal.net
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From: Al Brausam
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:25:28 PM

I continue to wonder why the rail system couldn't be taken up the middle of the state
 rather than through metropolitan areas like the Treasure Coast.  Especially, since the
 trains won't be stopping here anyway.  I'm sure the cows and orange trees won't
 mind.  It would surely make a lot of people happy on the Treasure Coast. 

Al Brausam Ph.D
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From: Priscilla Clancy
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:04:47 AM

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
Room W38-311
Washington, D.C..  20590

Dear Mr. Winkle,

    My parents moved to Stuart, Florida in 1954.  I grew up there and in Ft. Pierce and they were both beautiful
 places to grow up.  I saw them deteriorate  when the malls came that drew people from the downtowns in the '70s
 and '80s.
    Then because of good government regarding growth in Martin County and amazingly dedicated people in St.
 Lucie County-Fort Pierce to revitalize their downtown these towns once again have thrived.
    The thinking that these commuter trains running 16 times a day from Miami to Orlando and 16 times back will be
 filled with people is ridiculous and will fail.  But  more freight trains will of course be the remedy of the failure
 which is exactly what most of the people affected expect.  Freight trains and commuter trains should run west of the
 population along the endless stretches of Florida that are mostly unpopulated.

    The "for sure" result of this fiasco will be the death of two Florida towns and also Vero Beach in Indian River
 County.  These three counties have a population of over 400,000 people and they will be very affected in their
 quality of life and their financial well being with absolutely nothing positive offered or anticipated in return.
    I sincerely hope that consideration will be given to the people that populate these counties. These decisions will
 be made in Washington and corporate board rooms by people that are not going to be affected in anyway except
 through financial gain and that is not the
American way of government "of the people and for the people".

Sincerely,
Priscilla Taibl Clancy

4319 Gator Trace Drive
fort Pierce, Florida. 34982
     
   
Sent from my iPad
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From: RBartfay@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:34:56 AM

I cannot stress in strong enough terms our opposition to AAF.  Our living on the Treasure Coast has
 nothing to do with the fact that no stops will be made anywhere on the Treasure Coast.  Passenger
 service will not come close to covering the costs of AAF and we the taxpayers will end up with us paying
 for nothing.
We realize that it is probably the shipping of freight the MAY offset the cost of AAF, but there is no reason
 why freight should be shipped through residential and commercial areas.
It will literally destroy businesses as people will totally frustrated with trying to get to and from the eastern
 part of the Treasure Coast.
While this is falling on deaf ears and blind ears, we urge you to cease and desist with the plans for AAF
Sincerely,
Richard & Joan Bartfay
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From: DAVID A LUTZ
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:35:16 AM

Although some level of passenger train service would serve treasure coast residents and visitors, a high speed
 track running through the middle of Florida's most populated and heavily traveled (both car and boat) north-to-
south corridor is simply ludicrous (or just plain stupid).  Whereas a few miles inland there is hardly anything but
 open, sparsely populated, land a-plenty that high speed trains would have minimum impact on.
I believe a series of daily high-speed trains blasting through my town (Vero Beach) every day will simply destroy
 our quality of life and also our property values.  I mean the freight trains we endure now are more than enough of
 a noise and cross-town travel nuisance.  However, these were in place when I moved here 20 years ago, so like
 the airport and airplane noise, I live with it, but not--and in no way--the high speed AAF trains will I tolerate.
I have also explored the whole business scheme and find it highly likely that ridership will be less than 10 or 5% of
 what the proponents predict.  Most of that opinion is based on the ease visitors have to either fly to Miami or
 Orlando (Disney), or once in either location, fly directly to the other; as well as comparisons with ridership in our
 North-East corridor where short-run train travel and commuting has been institutionalized for decades.  The idea
 of not using the airports as points of departure or arrival in lieu of train stations in this age of the automobile (even
 with a few select stops between) is just not what the traveling public will select--one over the other.  And if they
 did, then the airlines would counter with special fares and incentives to retain their passengers--especially ones
 that accumulate "miles."
The current environmental impact statement AAF has obtained is totally bogus as little to none human impact on
 me and my family, friends and neighbors has been objectively considered therein.  This needs to be
 objectively revisited before AAF moves forward. 
Also consider that any level of public/tax revenue funding for such a boondoggle (or its continuation after it fails to
 deliver on promises of profitability) is pretty close to misappropriation of public funds--when we "public" don't want
 or need it. 
If Disney and the other tourist attractions in Miami and Orlando desire such high speed linkage, they should build
 it, well in-land from coastal population, with their own cash, profits or bonds.
Sincerely,
Lt. Col. David A. Lutz USMC (Ret'd)
594 Bougainvillea Lane
Vero Beach, FL 32963
321-544-1459
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From: Walter Bowne
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:44:58 AM

The resulting increase in rail traffic, especially freight trains, would be too disruptive to
 economic centers of the Treasure Coast.

Walter B. Bowne
Apt. 201
624 SW Saint Lucie Crescent
Stuart, FL 34994

Sent from my iPad
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From: chrisbarena@gmail.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:04:34 AM

This email is to advise you of my disapproval of the proposed location of the All Aboard Florida railroad tracks. It is
 inconceivable to think of what the high speed trains will do to the numerous Florida towns along the proposed
 route, as well as the dangers the trains would present to residents and the environment.

It is high time to put a stop to Big Business disrupting and ruining Florida's beautiful and quaint East Coast, and
 locate the high speed rails elsewhere.

We citizens of Florida's East Coast are the ones who live here. Please listen to us. Please HEAR us.

Christine B. Arena
chrisbarena@gmail.com

Sent from my iPad
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From: eatonappraisals
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:13:19 AM

To:  Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)

As a resident of St. Lucie County I have been following the proposed All Aboard Florida
 (AAF) plan to install a high speed passenger rail service from Orlando to Miami.  The
 response to this plan from residents along the Treasure Coast counties (Indian River, St. Lucie
 and Martin counties) has been overwhelmingly negative.  I realize that the other counties
 south of the Treasure Coast (Palm Beach, Broward and Dade) have had different reactions
 and it seems evident that at least a partial reason for this is the perceived benefits from being a
 "stop" along the way.  The 3 Treasure Coast counties are "donor" areas where no stops are
 planned--which means the residents of these counties are expected to "take one for the team".

I have been a Florida resident since late 1980--the entire time spent in St. Lucie county. 
 During these 34 years I have seen a tremendous amount of changes in population and overall
 growth.  The Treasure Coast counties have not always gotten along, either;  squabbling over
 various issues from time to time.  However, I have never seen such a singularity of mind on
 an issue as I have on the All Aboard Florida plan.  The local governments as well as the
 overwhelming majority of residents are united against AAF.  The Public Comment meetings
 in the 3 Treasure Coast counties hosted by AAF were well attended but seems that those
 attending never really were provided a chance to share their feelings at these meetings.

By now I'm sure you have received numerous emails and letters detailing the reasons for this
 negative reaction:  perceived economic, environmental and "quality of life" impacts are
 expected to be disastrous for these 3 counties.  As a small business owner, while I am not
 directly impacted by the railroad tracks since I live in Port St. Lucie I DO question the
 "financial logic" of this endeavor.  As best I can tell from my own research, there is not a
 single passenger rail system in the USA that is profitable--including the highly used ones in
 the urban areas.  More locally, even the Tri-Rail service from West Palm Beach to Miami
 loses money every year in spite of decent ridership.  As a business owner who has to consider
 cost vs. return, it seems illogical to fund what would seem to be another sure "loser" in terms
 of finances.  And a probably BIG loser at that.  Why would a government funded agency like
 the FRA even consider such a likely loss when the federal government is in such poor shape
 already? It seems irresponsible.

Of course, I realize that all decisions are not made strictly on a "financial" basis.  But the AAF
 proposal will definitely have a negative impact on the quality of life in the 3 "donor"
 counties.  I don't even think a decision to include stops in these 3 counties would overcome
 that.  As a real estate appraiser with 30+ years experience I can say that there will definitely
 be an impact on property values in the areas having close proximity to the railroad tracks. 
 The current low frequency of freight trains is bad enough--but add 32 daily additional trips
 from the passenger train and the impact is magnified tremendously.  I am not qualified to
 speak to the environmental impacts but have read numerous comments by others who are
 qualified and the consensus is that the additional rail traffic would have horrible effects.

Is there a better solution? I'm sure you have received the suggestion about running the planned
 passenger service in a more direct route through the center of the state--more closely
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 mirroring the turnpike or I-95.  This route would solve the bulk of the complaints by the
 Treasure Coast counties but of course comes at a much greater cost to construct the tracks. 
 And as I have already indicated, the project seems doomed to be a major financial "loser". 
 However, if the government feels it is obligated to provide improved transportation services
 for the public--and all choices are going to lose money--why not choose the option that "does
 less harm" to the citizens?  The additional cost to build the tracks in the center of the state is a
 one-time event vs. the ongoing blowback that will surely happen if the project is completed as
 planned.

Thank you for listening.

Keith A. Eaton
President
Eaton Appraisal & Research
Ph:772.812.3880  Fax:772.336.4621



From: Carolyn Bigler
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:14:53 AM

Put the railroad out of the cities.  How about beside the Florida
 turnpike.  Inconvenience a few cows and not thousands of humans.
Whatever are you people thinking?  I vote NO for the All Aboard Florida
 as it is currently planned.
Carolyn Bigler   9550 S. Ocean Drive,  #608,  Jensen Beach, Florida

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus
 protection is active.
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From: Dave Bigler
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:21:56 AM

Please do not spoil our quaint small town atmosphere by running too many trains through our towns
 at high speeds.  There is plenty of land along the Florida Turnpike and I-95 on which new rail lines
 could be built.  That way, the high speed trains would bother very few of the population.  And
 getting a loan from the Federal Government should be prohibited.  We scarcely have enough money
 as it is to keep our country afloat.
 
Frankly, I really doubt if there is enough ridership to warrant 32 trains per day.  I wonder how many
 trains per day run from Boston to NYC and Washington, DC.  I doubt that there are 32.  And those
 trains are mostly elevated so as to not bother traffic.
 
A large part of our economy here on the Treasure Coast is derived from the boating industry.  The 32
 trains per day will severely damage that industry with the delays made by bridge openings.

Sincerely,
 
David Bigler
9550 S. Ocean Drive, Apt. 608
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
http://www.avast.com/
http://www.avast.com/


From: Harriet Fordham
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:39:01 AM

The Town of Stuart will be destroyed by this project.  I can foresee adding a minimum of 30 to
 45 minutes to make a doctor's appointment at an office on or near Route 1.  The downtown,
 which has struggled for years because of lack of parking, will die if long waiting times are
 added.  I project that property values on homes anywhere near the railway tracks will fall
 40%. I feel my property, although away from a rail line, will fall in value by at least 20%.  This
 is a beautiful little town--as is Vero Beach--and it will go into an immediate decline.  Is making
 money worth destroying a whole natural corridor of beautiful small towns?  I hope not.  I also
 feel that the government, in this case the federal government, should be open and above
 board in their assessment of this project.  The people who are in this to make vast amounts of
 money should not be the ones writing the report.  Harriet Fordham, 2804 S.E. Dune Drive,
 Stuart, Florida 34996 

mailto:hcleo100@hotmail.com
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From: welliver_brenda@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:47:53 AM

My 2cents worth!
 
PROGRESS is inevitable. . . however, how can you call a passenger
 train progress if it doesn't stop to pick up passengers! 
 
 
I live EAST of the tracks in Jensen Beach and can only foresee many
 delays in the traffic trying to get off Hutchinson Island to get
 anywhere in this area.
 
I think it would be more acceptable to the population that is affected
 along the Treasure Coast if they had access  to travel South to Ft
 Lauderdale and Miami or North to Orlando! 
Thank you,
Brenda Welliver
3357 NE Luna Terrace
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

mailto:welliver_brenda@comcast.net
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From: Shirley Morrison
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:54:45 AM

I am completely opposed to All Aboard Florida for all the reasons given in Hiaasen's articles. If it goes through, it
 will show how corrupt the politicians involved are. As has been suggested, move the RR to a route further inland.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:shirley.morrison2@att.net
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From: John Biro
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:00:49 AM

Anytime private industry comes up with a harebrained idea that involves
 money from the US government the end result is the taxpayers “picking
 up the tab”.  All Aboard Florida is a bad idea for the state of Florida. 
 This project has failure written all over it!  As a registered voter I say
 NO to AAF.
Regina Biro
1551 Eagles Circle
Sebastian, FL  32958
772 388-4823

mailto:jeaniet0907@att.net
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From: Marcia Goodman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:18:36 AM

I am quite concerned about the impact that All Aboard Florida will have on my family and
 neighbors. I live in the Town of Hypoluxo on US1 right next to the tracks.  We are subject to
 numerous daily trains using the FEC tracks. I have a heart condition and all of the area
 hospitals are on the other side of the tracks. I already feel in jeopardy should there be a
 medical emergency. The addition of the high speed commuter trains will only exacerbate this
 dangerous situation. Furthermore, we are subject to very loud whistle blasts all day and night
 since our community is right across from a RR crossing.  The addition of more daily trains
 will exacerbate this problem, as well.
I love my home and urge you to consider the disruption to the peace, tranquility and safety that
 additional train activity will bring.
Thank you,
Marcia Goodman

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note® 3, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:bonfemme5@aol.com
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From: bernard french
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:23:10 AM

Gentlemen:

AAF is the worst legislation I have ever seen proposed and will severely and
 negatively impact the Treasure Coast of Florida, while bringing zero benefits. Safety
 issues are great.  There are many grade crossings in Vero Beach and US 1 parallels
 the tracks and is only about 100 feet away.

Many people think that the purpose of the proposal is really to move freight, not
 people.  Could be.

If this project is to go through, new tracks near I 95 should be built. That would
 overcome the objections of using the existing tracks which are in an area of high
 density population. Let those that would benefit from this project pay for it.  Please
 deny Federal Funding!

Bernard D. French DDS
5160 St David's Dr, Vero Beach, FL 32967

mailto:bfrench01@sbcglobal.net
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From: Glen Bezanson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:48:00 AM

I am very concerned about the negative impact that high speed trains will have on the small 
communities along the Treasure Coast.  I am not against high speed trains, but tracks should 
be built along the existing transportation corridor that is along the toll road or Interstate 95.   If
 All Aboard Florida is allowed to use the existing tracks there will be an increase in train 
related deaths and also a decline in property values.  It is ludicrous to think that it is okay to 
proceed with this project when there is so much at stake.  The residents of Vero Beach and 
other small communities will suffer greatly because of the greed of large corporations.  Please 
don’t ruin our Treasure Coast.  Stop this before it is too late!!

Glen Bezanson
Vero Beach, Fl

mailto:vegpeddler@gmail.com
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From: David Peckham
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:59:16 AM

Residents of the Treasure Coast have made it clear that they do not want All Aboard Florida.  If they want rail
 between Miami and Orlando put it in the middle of the state west of populated areas where it will not have a
 negative impact on communities.

Rosanne Sent from my iPad

mailto:peck2644@comcast.net
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From: Penny King
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:41:18 PM

Please consider all the small towns in Indian River County that will be greatly
 negatively impacted by this project.  We get no benefit, but our way of life will be
 adversely affected.  A train going directly through our county's downtowns 40 times a
 day (with more added each year) will be horrible.  Please think of your community and
 how you would feel if these trains went through your town.  A solution would be to
 use the tracks in the middle of the state if we must have a "bullet train" connecting
 major cities (which frankly will never be economically viable, as demonstrated with
 other commuter trains connecting large cities in the eastern states).   This entire
 project is so wrong on so many levels. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Penny King  

-- 
Penny King
114 Hidden Oak Drive
Vero Beach, FL 32963
penny32963@gmail.com
Home - 772.234.0684
Cell - 772.321.2005

mailto:penny32963@gmail.com
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From: billfish1
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: John Morgan; rhondam@bellsouth.net
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:20:12 PM

Dear Sir/Madam:
This letter is to formally state my disappointment with the proposed AAF rail service through
 Stuart, FL where I live. It will slow down emergency response time for our citizens and my family,
 cause multiple delays for our maritime traffic thru the single draw bridge (32 times per day at an
 est. 20 min. per train), and simply forever change to the worst our quality way of life on the
 treasure coast. The best option would be to kill this project right nor and/or reroute the train well
 west of the city through non impacted farm and ranch lands.
Regards,

Bill Morgan
7124 SE Cricket Ct.
Stuart, FL 34997

mailto:billfish1@bellsouth.net
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From: Howard Snoweiss
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 9:15:49 AM

Gentlemen,

This project is being build and operated in the wrong place.  Tracks should be either built west
 along the Florida 
Turnpike or using existing tracks further west.  AFF is looking for the least expensive way to 
implement their project
which will cause great damage to the communities in their path.  Both automobile and boat 
traffic will be totally disrupted
from Miami through the Treasure Coast.  Do the residents from Miami to West Palm Beach 
not realize what it will do
and the delays congestion it will cause to their traffic patterns? We believe this project is all 
about freight, as no passenger
rail service in the United States is profitable.  Just another reason for the Railroad Comission 
to move it west!

Sincerely,
Howard Snoweiss

Howard Snoweiss
2920 S.E. Dune Drive  #130
Stuart Fl. 34996
772 334-7013
hsnoweiss@mac.com

mailto:hsnoweiss@me.com
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From: George Stewart
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 9:28:19 AM

 
As long time residents of Stuart, Florida, and, currently Palm City, we want to express our
 strong objections to the plans to run high speed passenger trains through densely populated
 areas of Martin County. This would be environmentally unacceptable for all residents of
 Stuart living near the tracks and for all County residents who cross the tracks on a daily
 basis. For those of us who live in Martin County, there are no redeeming values. Please deny
 the requests of All Aboard Florida. Thank you.
 
        George and Mary Stewart
        1701 SW Capri St. 
        Palm City, FL 34990 

mailto:gbstew@comcast.net
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From: Judy Hindley
To: AAF_comments@vhb.com.
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:20:04 PM

I do NOT want to see All Aboard Florida ...it will make driving harder and very dangerous...ESP by Indian River
 BLvd.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:chipperjmh@aol.com
mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com.


From: Gerry
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:26:44 PM

The beautiful town of  Port Salerno and downtown Stuart will be no more. I am against All Aboard Florida.  The
 intersections especially In downtown Stuart are a mess now and will cut off traffic all along the highway. It will cut
 off downtown Stuart plus all the resturants  fishing and assess to the intercostal all the way to Port Salerno.

Geraldin Kinney of Port Salerno

Down with All Aboard Florida

mailto:gerryandcal@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Liz Piel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:40:01 PM

To John Winkle,

Here in Stuart Florida, putting the new rail for All Aboard Florida through the town would be  disaster for those
 living here.
I have waited over a half hour in line for a freight train of 140 cars to get over the tracks to the hospital.
To add trains on the present line would make living here dangerous and impossible.
All Aboard Florida does not plan to stop it's passenger service in our town.

Please consider moving the tracks to run along the I-95 where it will not be interfering in the ambulance service and
other emergency vehicles going to Martin County hospital.

Thank you,
Liz Piel
Stuart, Fl 34996

mailto:lbhpiel@gmail.com
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From: Greg Pierce
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 4:08:09 PM

I strongly oppose it for several very good reasons, mostly traffic issues, both vehicle and marine. It is
 a VERY bad idea whose time has NOT come.
 
 
Gregory J. Pierce
United Yacht Sales
Old Port Cove Plaza
1200 US Highway 1
Suite E
North Palm Beach, Fl. 33408
561-385-4564
www.unitedyacht.com
Exclusive East Coast dealer for Salish Sea Yachts
www.salishyachts.com
 

mailto:greg@unitedyacht.com
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From: Lee
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 4:55:46 PM

All Aboard FL has not even begun addressing the problems that will be caused  on the water by closing the RR
 bridge in Stuart for 36 passenger trains plus freight trains.  In addition the Fed. RR Administration seems to just
 ignore the prospect of the damage to land values in Stuart, Pt. St. Lucie, and Vero Beach along the route. It sounds
 as though they want to just push this through Gestapo style.
Lee Morrison,      Stuart 

Sent from my iPad

mailto:morrisonjrw@comcast.net
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From: Peter Larrabee
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:07:02 PM

We wish to express our strong opposition to this proposed fiasco.  There is absolutely NO benefit to the Treasure
 Coast communities and its residents while creating enormous problems for the same.  We live on one side of the
 proposed tracks in Vero Beach but would have to cross these same tracks to get to emergency medical care.  The
 proposed number and frequency of  trains presents very real possible obstructions preventing such access for all
 those in a same or similar situation.  This alone is sufficient adverse impact to prevent this proposal from going
 forward.

Secondly, the same level of activity presents exponentially the potential for accidents with vehicles and pedestrians
 along the route.  The negative impact on the safety of the traveling public weighs heavily in opposition to such a
 proposal.

Thirdly, the delays experienced by vehicles waiting for trains to pass increases the amount of fuel burned and
 exhaust emissions dumped into the atmosphere.  In many parts of the country efforts are underway to prevent idling
 in a number of situations to try to reduce green house gases yet this increased level of forced vehicular idling, while
 small in individual doses, becomes significant when magnified by the number and frequency of the proposed train
 traffic.

Finally, the published proposed speed at which these trains will supposedly run does not compute.  Simple math
 (miles traveled divided by published times) clearly shows these trains will have to travel at a much greater speed
 then suggested.  This again imposes additional hazards and risk to all, including the traveling public.

All of this is based on a false estimate of demand and need.  There is no public passenger train service in the United
 States that is profitable and nothing suggests this will be the first.  The taxpayer will ultimately be on the hook for
 the loan default when these idiots fail.

Peter and Diane Larrabee
5985 Venetto Way
Vero Beach, FL  32967
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From: Suebscott2@aol.com
To: aaaaaaa@aaa.aaa
Cc: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:15:50 PM

I am writing to express my opposition to the All Aboard Florida
 Proposal.  As an Indian River County resident living near the Barber
 Street crossing, I hear the horns and noise from the trains.
 
I drove a bus for twelve years crossing the tracks four times daily and
 have experienced many delays and I've seen Fire Trucks, Ambulances
 and Police Cars with lights activated waiting for the tracks to clear.
 
At 49th Street in Vero Beach many times I've waited over twenty
 minutes because cars were being shifted to a concrete plant.
 
I don't think the person that thought up this nightmare cares what
 kind  of a mess they create. They have not been honest or thoughtful.
 
There is a need for rail service in the midsection of our country. 
 Farmers cannot get their crops to market and are forced to pay
 storage fees until service is available.  They should attack that
 problem rather than creating a problem for us by wanting to transfer
 Miami's Cubans to Disney and Fantasy Land.
 
Please reject their application.
 
Sincerely
Dempsey C Scott
103 Arcadia Dr
Sebastian FL 32958
772 589 4673
suebscott2@aol.com
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From: Cline, Robert
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:19:55 PM

Absolutely NOT! I am a resident of Stuart, Fl, a voter, a boater and a full time resident.

This plan is short-sighted, politically and RR motivated and skewed.

The report is pure fantasy and arrogance and I will garner any and all resources to ensure that those who continue to
 push this travesty on the residents are voted out of office!

Absolutely one-sided towards Orlando and south Florida but a horrible injustice to all in between!

Stop now!

Bob Cline
2825 SE Paramount Place
Stuart, FL

Registered Republican
Cell: 561-412-9403
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Robert.Cline@FlightSafety.com
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From: DGrooms
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:31:13 PM

I am sending this email to voice my concerns over the planned rail service. As a lifelong resident of Palm Beach
 County and of Palm Beach Gardens for 19 years, my concerns focus on traffic tie-ups, overuse of crossing arms,
 and lack of convenience to the majority of potential users of this service from northern Palm Beach and more
 northern communities through the Treasure Coast. This service has failure written all over it from the private
 funding (for now until they can see it is a failure then the public will be saddled with the responsibility), too much
 noise with train whistles blowing all if the time, more interruptions in traffic flow, and more maintenance costs for
 crossings as well as the rails (how will this be "divvied up"). Of great concern would be emergency vehicle
 response time reduction!  Why not just  use buses??

Donna Grooms
1402 Springdale Court
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33403

Greetings -- Sent from my iPhone
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From: Doug Whitney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:31:42 PM

Dear Sir/Madam- I am a resident of Stuart, Florida and am very concerned regarding
 the All Aboard Florida proposal to develop high speed rail travel between Miami and
 Orlando. There is absolutely no benefit to the residents of Florida that live North of
 West Palm Beach. The fact that AAF is proposing passenger service that is patently
 unprofitable is a smoke-screen to double track the FEC tracks in order to increase
 freight capacity in the future when the Panama Canal is able to handle ships twice as
 big as they currently able to. Those ships will dock at the new Port of Miami and send
 more freight North on the existing and new tracks. This will be profitable but again
 will not benefit anyone North of Miami and will burden all population centers on the
 East Coast with more frequent, longer trains.
Please consider and propose a route that will go towards the center of the State to go
 to Orlando. There will not be as much disruption to as large a population as going up
 the East coast. It makes more sense to either build a second track parallel to the
 CSX tracks West of West Palm Beach to have both companies share tracks, and/or,
 a set of tracks paralleling the turnpike to Orlando. Costs would probably be similar.
Thank You
Douglas J. Whitney
Turbine & Power Plant Solutions, Inc.
TAPPS
turbodoug@aol.com
561-308-2496
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From: Ileen Sheehan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: arnie.rosenberg@tcpalm.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:55:03 PM

I have been a resident of Martin County for 34 years.  I love the beauty and tranquility
 of this area.  I love the people and I love my way of life.  I love raising my
 grandchildren here, as I did my children.  I am originally from Brooklyn, NY.   And, I
 can say with absolute certainty that AAF has no relatives and/or friends living in this
 area.  

This is my third or fourth letter regarding this ridiculous idea of a high speed train
 running through some very small and quaint areas of the Treasure Coast of Florida. 
 Two things that I have learned through the years is 1) FACTS DON'T COUNT WHEN
 SOMEONE'S OPINION IS INVOLVED, and 2) IT'S ALWAYS ABOUT MONEY.

Let's address #2 above.  As magnanimous as AAF wants us to believe it's being, one
 thing is certain: it hopes to increase its profits.  With the expansion of the Port of
 Miami, AAF will be left in the dust if it cannot accommodate the increase in products
 having to be shipped from Miami to other parts of the country.  The statement that
 AAF will bring jobs to our area is, at best, short sighted.  While for the few years it will
 take to construct the necessary tracks, roads, etc., people will be working, but long
 term, it will PERMANENTLY change the landscape of our area.  Yes, people will be
 working during the "changes," but what happens after that?  There is no long term
 solution to keep the residents of the Treasure Coast employed, nor is there any plan
 to have any AAF revenue funneled into the area.

#1 above:  ALL REPORTS, not some, but ALL reports, have reached the same
 conclusion: the IMPACT ON  THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE TREASURE COAST IS
 DEVASTATING, particularly, Martin County.  In Stuart, the highest concentration of
 residents and residential neighborhoods are west of the railroad tracks.  However,
 the main hospital, many schools and almost all doctors and medical facilities are east
 of the tracks.  With 32 trains going by each day, the delays in both directions would
 be dire.  Then the boating traffic.  I was taught to believe that the waterways have the
 right of way.  Your railroad seems to either dispute and/or dismiss this.  Another
 question that I have, is what happens if and when a train derails?  If the derailment
 happens in downtown Stuart, it would devastate an entire downtown area, including
 restaurants, theater, many "mom and pop" stores, etc.  This area does not have any
 chain stores, nor chain businesses, in our downtown area.  The same holds true for
 downtown Jensen Beach.  How many feet off the track can a railroad car topple?  10
 feet?  20 feet?  What about the time it would take to remove this type of accident
 from the roadways.  A few years back, Metro North of the NY Hudson Line was
 derailed.  Fortunately, those tracks run through a valley and far enough away from
 civilization.  It took days and a lot of man hours to clean up that mess.  I, personally,
 was on an Amtrak train that derailed in Massachusetts one year.  It took rescuers
 more than 6 hours to rescue the passengers and bus them into Boston.  Oh, and
 during this time, there's no plumbing facilities, no lights and no food.  If this happens
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 in these two small downtown areas, it would be catastrophic, not only to the
 passengers on the train, but to the area surrounding the tracks.  Oh, and the 100
 year old bridge crossing the St. Lucie River, good luck with 32 trains zipping over that
 and not falling into the drink.

By the way, there are railroad tracks further west in our state, on which the Amtrak
 trains run.  Why can't AAF use these tracks?  Is because they don't own them and
 would have to pay a fee to use them?  ALL ABOUT MONEY.

So, if you could PROVE that there are numerous safety measures in place, if you can
 PROVE that you've taken our beautiful way of life into consideration, if you can
 PROVE that it would benefit our area, if you can PROVE that our way of life will not
 be destroyed, then I would like to see these details.  Until then, All Aboard Florida is
 just a mask for corporate America to profit at the expense of anyone and anything
 that gets in it's way.  SHAME ON YOU!!



From: Vickidietrich43@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:04:59 PM

I am vehemently oppose to AAF going through our beautiful cities on the Treasure Coast.  We moved
 here because of the quaint and charming appeal of wonderful Stuart downtown.  What a disaster would
 occur with all the passenger and freight expected with the go ahead given to AAF.  Our access to the
 ocean will be non-existent with the railroad bridge under the Roosevelt Bridge down for virtually during all
 daylight hours. Commercial and leisure boating will end for those of us on the" wrong" side of the tracks.
 Real estate values will decrease with the taxpayers bearing the cost.
 
I find it amazing that this project has gone as far as it has.  The environmental effect will be devastating. 
 Are we being led to slaughter?  It surely feels like it.  That environmental impact report paid for by AAF is
 a farce.
Of course, all of us on the Treasure Coast will definitely feel the impact.
 
All of this would go away if only someone could see the necessity of moving this project west and not ruin
 the place we moved here for.
 
 
Vicki Dietrich
1634 SE Shelburnie Way
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
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From: rod crawford
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 8:18:21 PM

I am writing to tell you that the all aboard Florida project will be a disaster for my community.
 32 additional trains on top of the 16 that run daily now will create a big traffic and noise
 problem. This is not to mention that nobody seems to believe the projected numbers of writers
 who are interested in going from Miami to Orlando. On top of this I live inside the Jupiter
 Inlet Bridge and already have a difficult time with the speed at which that bridge opens and
 closes.

Please hear our voices in voicing legitimate concerns about the diminished quality of life this
 project will inflict on our community.

Dawn Crawford
Jupiter

mailto:roderick18@gmail.com
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From: Susan Aviles
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:32:52 PM

I will begin by saying I oppose the railway and I believe an independent investigation must be done in order for it  to
 serve the best interest of the cities being effected. The first investigation did not release many of the things that
 would impact our communities.  Businesses will certainly be one of those effected since most people in Stuart
 ,Jensen Beach , Ft Pierce will no longer give business to these shops and restaurants due to the train traffic. In turn 
 they will not survive due to the traffic of trains all day long. Not to mention the emergency vehicles responding to a
 large senior population  and all others up and down the coast. It's time to move the path of these trains to an area by
 interstate 95 which would be safer and not effect our quality of life and could still be implemented. This would be a
 win win for all.  I think this could be a good operation done in the interest of all in a honest forthright way.  Thank
 you, Susan Aviles

Sent from my iPad

mailto:vixsally@gmail.com
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From: June Buchanan
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:39:16 PM

We have lived in Stuart, Florida for 10 years.  We moved here because of the quiet, pristine nature of the
 community.  We feel that the All Aboard Florida rail system would change our community forever, and
 once lost, we will never regain our quality of life.  Property values certainly would drop substantially which
 would not benefit the Stuart economy.  We have to cross the railroad tracks to get to historical downtown
 Stuart and the ocean, major reasons we chose to live in Stuart, as well as to get to the Martin Memorial
 Hospital.  Now, often we are wakened by the sound of a train in the wee hours of the morning.  If AAF
 becomes a reality, the noise pollution as well as the exhaust fumes from idling cars backed up to cross
 the tracks will be unbearable -- causing residents to think twice before venturing out to face the chaos
 which will be bad for local businesses.  We find it difficult the EPA would even consider letting AAF
 destroy the beautiful Treasure Coast.   
 
Thank you for considering our comments.

mailto:watercolorsforu@aol.com
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From: pmcnerney@lindenmeyr.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: pmcnerney@lindenmeyr.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:14:38 PM

First, this service is totally unnecessary for the following reasons:

1) We already have a super highway system that connects Miami and Orlando.
2) Gas prices are low and getting lower.
3) Train travel requires parking at one end and securing local
transportation on the other end. This will add significant costs and time
to a route as short as Miami to Orlando.

Secondly, the service will be very disruptive to many of the areas it
passes through. I will use Stuart as an example:

1) It will bring zero benefit of any kind to Stuart.
2) It will cause major traffic congestion on the roads and waterways.
3) Have you seen the area where the tracks pass through Downtown Stuart?
The train would be a safety hazard and disrupt a major part of Stuart's
economy.

In closing, we can find much better uses for our tax dollars than backing
the loans required for this unwanted project.

Thank you,
Paul McNerney
Stuart, Fl
215-620-3430

Sent from my iPhone

Confidentiality Note: This transmission contains information intended for the exclusive use of the individual or
 entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, confidential and\or exempt from
 disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible for
 delivering this transmission to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any copying, disclosure or
 distribution of this information may be subject to legal restriction or sanction. Please notify the sender by email of
 this occurrence.

mailto:pmcnerney@lindenmeyr.com
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From: Jean Boguth
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:25:18 PM

>
> This email may be categorized under "decreased real estate value". My husband and I will not keep our vacation
 home on the treasure coast, but will move elsewhere in the state where we will not have trains barreling through our
 town multiple 40+ times daily. The treasure coast is not a rail yard, and it's homes are extremely valuable real
 estate, not an inner city industrial area with no population. This is not the 1800's when there were no freeways
 around. Do not compare rail today to that earlier time in history. If this company wants more rail, move it west
 where there is empty land, no matter the cost. It is long term benefit that should be considered, not the fact that
 there is already track laid on coast. Shame on the government for allowing this plan to go forward.
> Jean and Mike Boguth
> 1357NE Ocean Blvd
> Stuart, Fl 34996
> 038431 River Park Dr
> Sterling Hts MI 48313
>
> Sent from my iPad

mailto:jeanboguth@gmail.com
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From: marie
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:29:43 PM

As a Martin County resident, I object to the expansion of rail traffic, passenger and freight. 
 The impact of long trains through the center of town will kill a lovely small town.  It will
 delay trips to the hospital for many, many people.  There will be catastrophic results on
 people lives, deaths and lawsuits.  A western route would work.
 
Marie Flaherty
772 631-9065

mailto:mariec21@earthlink.net
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From: Sherry Plymale
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 11:32:50 PM

To whom it may concern,
Among the myriad of lifestyle disruptions, the most onerous for the community of Stuart are 1. the St. Lucie River
 train bridge which is aged beyond a normal lifespan cannot safely sustain such an enormous increase in use 2. The
 safe transport of the sick and endangered across the many railroad crossings by ambulance to reach the hospitals. 3.
 The safe passage of children on school buses across the increased traffic of the RR crossings. 4. The negative
 economic impact on the revitalized downtown of Stuart, FL.

The process used by the FEC, All Aboard Florida, and all of the federal government agencies involved with this
 project suggest that transparency and/or concern for citizens or local government input has been nil.

As a taxpayer of the USA, I do not want one penny of government dollars to be lent to, secure a loan, give a grant,
 provide a tax break to the FEC, ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES, OR ALL ABOARD FLORIDA or in anyway
 support this project.

If either the government or the railroad cared about the communities along this rail line and the disruption that the
 increased traffic will cause, it would be moved west beside the Florida Turnpike where it would be welcomed.
Sherry Plymale

Sent from my iPad

mailto:sherryplymale@bellsouth.net
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From: Jay Roth
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:15:50 AM

We are against the railroad. We don’t want a fast train that services two or three METRO  cities. We
 don’t need any more DANGEROUS crossings in our area. If these people down South want to go to
 Disney World and the other attractions in the Orlando area, let them take the turnpike or I-75. This
 bundle of money can be well spent many other areas. The economy sucks at this time, people are
 out of work and struggle to get by.
 
We don’t say NO ,but HELL NO.
 
ftlaudff@comcast.net

mailto:ftlaudff@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Tris Colket
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:30:58 AM

I am a resident of Ft Pierce, FL. and i have an offshore charter fishing business that i run out of the City Marina in
 Historic Down Town Ft Pierce.
I cross the tracks twice on the way to work and twice again on the way home. They run close to my home and my
 business!
My charter clients have to be able to cross the tracks to reach the marina as well.  
I live on the water and hear the trains come through town. We do not want that sound to become a constant with
 three to five times the number of trains coming through Ft Pierce. 
The tracks are between North Hutchinson Island  (where i have owned a house for twelve years) and the mainland
 where i would go to my doctor, the hospital and my work. North Hutchinson residents must negotiate both a draw
 bridge and the railroad tracks in order to get to town. The lives of these residents could be put in jeopardy if rail
 traffic is expanded thus prohibiting emergency vehicles from passing back and forth in a timely fashion.
It is also quite likely that boat traffic requiring a bridge opening will be stalled at our North Bridge if automobile
 traffic backs up from the tracks and sits on the draw span which is only forty car lengths away from the tracks.
And by the way, I could care less that the proposed AAF trains won't stop in Ft Pierce. Who cares! We don't want
 them to stop here because we don't want them coming through town in the first place.
The proposed trains will, without a doubt, ruin our quality of life. They will pollute our land and our waterways,
 threaten endangered wildlife, stop emergency traffic to and from both North and South Hutchinson Island and
 destroy the tranquility of residents in areas such as the very quaint and beautiful St Lucie Village who live in close
 proximity to the tracks, businesses located even closer to the tracks, historical buildings such as the Sunrise Theatre
 that abut the tracks and the viability of a town whose tourist appeal depends on the serene nature of our waterfront
 community.
It is inconceivable that anyone could think that you would run 'high speed trains' in increased numbers through any
 of these areas.
You might very well be condemning the Historic Downtown areas of both Ft Pierce and Stuart to a reversal of
 fortune whereby these areas could become akin to the likes of Riviera Beach where an unattractive commercial
 zone has created a slum where attractive homes and businesses once thrived.
Shame on you for even considering that this could be acceptable and shame on our local politicians and bureaucrats
 for suggesting that having these trains stop in their cities might make them more amenable to accepting your
 abominable plan.
If you must have the AAF 'High Speed Train' then take it west to the I-95 corridor but DO NOT destroy our towns
 with your insidious plan of adding tracks and vastly increasing the number of trains that will use existing railway
 that runs through the hearts of communities such as Vero, Ft Pierce and Stuart.
Make no mistake, we the citizens will not abide it.

Tristram Colket
267 Marina Drive
Ft Pierce, Fl.
34949

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Comcast
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:13:30 AM

We object to the current plans for All Aboard Florida.  It is too disruptive to the safety and welfare of Florida
 residents as well as daily functioning of commerce, fire/police, etc.  please reconsider these aspects as well as
 environmental impact.
Sent from my iPad

mailto:latitude26fl@comcast.net
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From: Michael Miehl
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:14:24 AM

Good Morning.

Although I am not a Florida resident, I have family who lives in Florida and I am very
 enthusiastic about the possibility of rail transport between Orlando and Miami. I plan to use it
 for sure.  It will cut down on vehicular traffic, therefore reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
 create jobs, and provide a valuable asset to Florida's transportation infrastructure. I am aware
 some are against the project, but I see this as a net positive for Florida and its residents.

Sincerely,

Mike Miehl
301-431-1533
SILVER spring MD

mailto:miehlmj@hotmail.com
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From: Kathy Flaherty
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:47:33 AM

As a citizen of St Lucie County for the last twenty plus years I feel obligated to share my
 concern with you regarding the proposed rail service from Orlando to south Florida
 (Miami/Ft. Lauderdale).

I see no value to the citizens of this state, particularly those in counties where the train will run
 but not stop.    The only value appears to be those who will profit from the construction phase
 of the project and those with vested business interests.   The taxpayers will end up paying the
 majority of cost and reap the least benefit.

For those of us who live on the Treasure Coast it is stomach turning to be told the rail service
 will increase rail car service to such an extent and no improvements to rail lines or crossings
 are anticipated.   Clearly there needs to further investigation into the effect this amount of rail
 traffic  will have on crossings, particularly on those in smaller communities where families
 live in close proximity to the tracks.

I hope you will take the necessary action on this project.   In my view, there doesn't seem to be
 any clear need or compelling reason for such a project to proceed.

Thank you for your time,
Concerned citizen of St. Lucie County
Kathy F.

mailto:katquig@gmail.com
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From: Gerald Wilgus
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:57:26 AM

To Whom it may concern:
According to C. Lewis' editorial of Nov 12, 2014, the top four All Aboard Florida management team members have
 no experience in the passenger railroad business.

1.      The president and chief operations officer had past experience with Bahia Mar Resorts prior to his experience
 with the Walt Disney company.

2.       The president and chief development officer developed projects with subsidiaries of the Walt Disney
 company.

3.      The chief marketing officer developed strategic partnerships and was involved with cross marketing efforts at
 Walt Disney parks and resorts.

4.      The previous Vice President of development and construction was involved in design and construction for
 MGM hospitality.

One could easily say that this team has more experience in resort recreation and Walt Disney fantasy worlds than
 operating a railroad. Evidently, this team thinks the passenger train is a good business opportunity.  If that were  the
 case, plenty of private money would  be available.  Amtrak is a good example; only government could and would
 operate a perpetual subsidy-hungry endeavor.

There are at least three ways to travel this same route: car, bus and plane.  Cars and busses are cheaper and more
 convenient and flying is much faster.  These modes of transportation are in place and proven to be reliable. 

If Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm really want this train, why doesn't the AAF train start north to West Palm,
 then go west to the center of the state,  north to Orlando.  That way the train would eliminate the anger and
 disruption along the Treasure Coast.  This would be a win/win position.

We all know this is not a real passenger train but rather a freight train to supply a conduit for the freight on the
 massive shipping vessels coming through the Panama Canal to Miami.  Why are we not being told the truth?   In
 addition to the project being detrimental to the east coast north of West Palm, lying about the intent enrages the
 citizens. 

Gerald Wilgus
Vero Beach

Sent from my iPad

Sent from my iPad
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From: Bob Watson
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 8:21:23 AM

Dear Mr. Winkle:

It is unclear to me that expressing any well reasoned opinion here will be of any consequence because these
 unpopular idea seems as though it is being shoved down the throats of people who want no part of it, but  it is worth
 laying out the facts.

First, AAF is merely a sleight of hand to increase freight rail traffic under the guise of providing light, high speed,
 passenger rail.  The rail terminals will not go near the airports and will not be used by tourists.  Once the widening
 of the Panama Canal is fully complete, freight will come through the already widened Port of Miami and will be
 transported to the cities unwilling to widen their ports for the Super Tankers that will go through the widened ports
 in Panama and Miami.  So, this is really about freight not people. It is disingenuous to say this is about mass
 transportation, it is about moving freight.

Second, commerce is a good thing and any mass transport that incidentally occurs is also good, but the impact here
 is too high.  These tracks, located in the highest population coastal towns, laid out by Henry Flagler when there
 were no towns, now bisect all of these town and their cherished waterways.  Blocking traffic and waterways for
 additional hours everyday will forever change the day to day life of all of the residents and none will forget the
 many agencies who stood by and did nothing will this was allowed to occur, should this go forward as planned.

Third, Florida will pay the price for this, but will get no real benefit.  The freight will just move through to its final
 destination. We will waive at it as it goes by.  Minimal job creation will occur but maximum aggravation will be
 left in it's wake.

Fourth, this would be a good idea if planned for tracks in the middle of the state where the population does not live
 and waterways are much less affected.

Thank you for taking any time to consider these thoughts,

Very truly yours,
Robert Watson

Sent from my iPad
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From: McCotter
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:15:09 AM

John Winkle   FRA  1200 New Jersey SE Rm    Washington, DC     20590

 
I am opposed to All Aboard Florida.        The hi speed trains will have a
 negative on the environment, and the people that live in areas similar
 to West Palm Beach,  Delray Beach, Lake Worth, Boynton Beach, Jupiter,
 Hobe Sound, Stuart, Jensen Beach, Ft Pierce, Vero Beach, Boca Raton, Ft
 Lauderdale, etc.

Property values along the rail corridor and the rivers, where rail crossings
 exist,  will decline impacting both the private land owner and local
 governments revenue:  as property values decline so do property tax
 revenues.     Commercial boat traffic will be impacted on the ICW,  Stuart
 location.

The report issued by All Aboard Florida is incorrect/incomplete.   Several
 issues are not addressed.

The train is touted as a passenger train when in fact in will be a massive
 freight train.   Their are not enough passengers to support the number of
 rail trips. 
 
Sandra James Furness
PO Box 3083
Stuart, Florida    34995  
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From: CEDAR POINTE VILLAG
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:42:58 AM
Attachments: Document - Federal Railroad Administration Letter (AAF) - Created Dec 02, 2014.pdf

Please see attached letter.

Thank you.
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Cedar Pointe Village Eight Association, Inc. 


2929 S.E. Ocean Boulevard • Stuart, Florida 34996 • 772-287-3253 • Fax 772-781-1533 
Email - cpv8@comcast.net  


December 2, 2014 


John Winkle 


Federal Railroad Administration 


1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 


Room W. 38-31 


Washington, D.C. 20590 


Subject: All Aboard Florida 


Dear Mr. Winkle; 


I am writing this to ask you to really study this rail system planned to operate through the East Coast of Florida. 


The damage to this entire Treasure Coast area will be a permanent scar on the state and will have long range 


effects on the eastern half of the United States. The economy in Florida depends on tourism and the people that 


have settled here and more specifically those that spend over six months of the year on property that they have 


developed and the many seasonal homes that are the backbone of our economy. 


Many of the currant complaints are about noise and traffic, but more important is the destruction of all the 


development due to damage to the businesses. They are responsible for the financial maintaining of homes and 


businesses. 


It would be a simple matter to relocate the rail system a short distance west adjacent to the 1-95 corridor. This 


would alleviate the congestion that the constant train flow would cause through the many residential and business 


locations on the entire coastal area. If this relocation could be accomplished you would find that the aggressive 


dissatisfaction that has been created would subside and the AAF could proceed and be acceptable to those that 


now deeply oppose the entire project. 


This existing plan as proposed will cause irrevocable destruction to so many folk's lives that it must be looked at by 


expert non-involved developers and designers from the esthetics and long range effects on the entire eastern 


portion of the country. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. Timothy Leon d, resident 


Cedar Pointe Vi age 8 
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From: Janet Schamback
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:54:56 AM

We are long time residents and boaters who live in Stuart, Florida.  We picked this quaint town to be our home
 because if has such a special, homey feel.  We invested in waterfront property and built our dream home 15 years
 ago here.  We love having our boat in our back yard and being able to enjoy Stuart from the water.

All Aboard Florida will change all of that.  The railroad bridge that crosses the waterway in town stops boat traffic
 for 30-45 minutes every time a train goes by.  It is an inconvenience now with the amount of train traffic; it will be
 impossible to get through if All Aboard Florida goes through with its plans and sends dozens of trains through a
 day.  Honestly, we can’t see how that bridge will ever be open.

The railroad tracks in Stuart run right through downtown.  Again, with the amount of train traffic now, car traffic
 isn’t too badly affected.  All that will change too if All Aboard Florida succeeds with their plans.  What about all
 those businesses?

We truly feel that All Aboard Florida will destroy our beautiful town.  I know business is business and money talks,
 but at what cost? 

Please save our beautiful town and preserve our quality of life.  Take a hard look at the effect All Aboard Florida
 will have on Stuart and see that it is not feasible to allow the project to continue.

Walker & Janet Schamback
2560 NW Eventide Place
Stuart, FL  34994
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From: Joel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:01:42 AM

Mr. John Winkle,
We totally disagree with the upcoming "Passenger Rail Service" proposal.  This would shut out our
 community from a normal life, with the increased rail traffic and noise pollution.  There are other areas in
 the state without disrupting everyone's life that could be used for the rail route, such as the area of the
 Florida Turnpike.  If this is truly to be used as a passenger service, monorail service would be less
 intrusive to our way of life.  32 more rail trips through our area, without even a passenger depot, does our
 community a great disservice.  Emergency vehicles blocked, noise, vibration and the total impact on our
 environment would be a disaster.
No AAF for us.
Joel Chernin
5 Tarpon Drive
Vero Beach, FL 3296
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From: G M Abbey
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:22:59 AM

I am opposed to the project to the extent the trains run through the existing lines which go
 through downtown Stuart and Port Salerno.  The noise, and crossing obstruction outweigh any
 potential benefits.  Consider  using the Turnpike right of way further West.

G. Marshall Abbey
3001 SE Fairway West
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: Kenneth Weinberger
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:17:06 PM

I am concerned about the effect of All Aboard Florida on the vitality of downtown
 Stuart, where I live.
Surely, there is a way to bypass downtown Stuart with new tracks going around,
 rather than through
downtown Stuart (there will be no stops in Stuart).  
Downtown Stuart is the lifeblood of this area, and frequent trains through downtown
 will clearly have a
major negative effect.
Sincerely,
Kenneth A Weinberger
kennyaw2000@yahoo.com
4921 SW Gossamer Cir
Palm City, FL 34990
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From: Peter Ellison
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:20:25 PM

 
Gentlemen:
 
I am strongly opposed to the AAF project.  It seems to offer no appreciable benefit to Martin county
 residents, but has many negatives:  increased traffic congestion, increased noise, and possible risks
 to public safety.
 
My chief opposition is because of the affect it will have on boat traffic on the St Lucie river.  The
 chokepoint, of course, is the railroad bridge over the river.  When the bridge is down, only very
 small craft with no superstructure can pass. Most boats must wait, fighting difficult currents, for the
 bridge to rise.  While it takes only seconds for an automobile traffic barricade to rise after a train has
 passed, it can take up to 10 minutes for the train bridge to rise.  I have read that were AAF to go
 through, the bridge will be closed for as much as 40 minutes of each hour.  Not only will this
 negatively impact property values in the affected area, it will have a severe impact on the
 economics of the marine industry in Martin County.
 
How does Martin County benefit in any way from this project?
 
Your truly,
 
Peter Ellison
9694 SE Sandpine Lane
Hobe Sound, Fl  33455

mailto:pellison@cinsight.us
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From: Gene Nibbelink
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:51:23 PM

We do not wish to see All Aboard Florida here on the Treasure Coast of Florida because there
 will be no positive impact to this area.  Home values will be reduced along the rail line and the
 area will not receive any benefit from this project.  It might be great for the cities it will stop
 in but for those others along the route it will have a negative impact.  Please do not approve
 this project.

Sincerely,

Gene & Luise Nibbelink
Port St Lucie, FL

mailto:gnibb@yahoo.com
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From: tom weeks
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:59:37 PM

      All Aboard Florida must be operated on a track that does not pass through all our
 highly populated coastal communities.
     The additional freight traffic anticipated must also be similarly relocated away from
 populated  areas.

Pat Weeks

mailto:thwpam@yahoo.com
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From: Visionman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:02:22 PM

I live in Sebastian. My home is west of the tracks. My office is east on the tracks. My second location is at Grant.
 Again on the tracks.
It is horrible now when trains pass. The traffic jam is onto US1, in a 55 mph zone, and the close calls happen daily.
More trains, more noise, more accidents,more emergency vehicle blockages  and absolutely no benefit to the
 community.

This is an awful idea.

Richard Schwarzbach

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information.  It is intended
 only for the use of the person(s) and the entity named above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
 notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, copying or use of the contents of this communication is strictly
 prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately and destroy all copies of the
 original message.  All personal messages express the views solely of the sender, which are not to be attributed to
 InoSys, Inc.
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From: Patrick Wagor
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:18:45 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I don’t see a need for the system as far north as Jupiter and don’t believe the program has been
 appropriately evaluated.  I’m concerned about the increased traffic causing local traffic and marine
 navigation problems along with safety hazards.
 
Patrick Wagor   
Atlantic Retail Properties
1001 N US Hwy One, Ste 600
Jupiter, FL 33477
Direct: (561) 427-6151
Cell: (954) 439-8017
Fax: (561) 427-6561
pwagor@atlanticretail.com
www.atlanticretail.com
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From: pat weeks
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:31:34 PM

All Aboard Florida must be operated on a track that does not pass through all our
 highly populated coastal communities.
 
The additional freight traffic anticipated must also be simlarly relocated away from
 populated areas.
 
      Tom Weeks Palm City Fl

mailto:pamthw@yahoo.com
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From: cleonard4@juno.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:54:52 PM

I live just east of the FEC railroad tracks.  I drive back and forth over the tracks daily in Vero
 Beach.  Although I support rail traffic for freight and passengers in Florida, I do not support
 having increased traffic shoved down our throats in this manner. Increased daytime traffic
 will strangulate the small towns and cities along the FEC corridor.
 
And I know that the Miami to Orlando route is only the preliminary course;  All Aboard
 Florida is also expected to expand north to Jacksonville.
 
MOVE THE TRACKS OUT WEST ALONG THE TURNPIKE ! 
 
C L Leonard
Vero Beach, FL

____________________________________________________________
What's your flood risk?
Find flood maps, interactive tools, FAQs, and agents in your area.
floodsmart.gov

mailto:cleonard4@juno.com
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From: Ann Bottelli
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:56:25 PM

There have been so many good suggested solutions for the adverse impact that AAF will have
 on our communities. All fall on deaf ears, sadly. It is difficult to believe that when the citizens
 are uniformly against a project, and the city, state and federal officials have all heard the
 complaints, that nothing can be done to stop this bad idea. We are all for private enterprise
 and modern progress, but there are so many win-win approaches to take to avert the
 environmental disaster of multiple trains running along our coastal cities and towns. Why are
 you not listening???? Exchange your right of way along your existing tracks for a right of
 way further inland and move your new tracks to the west. Save our Treasure Coast. Please!

Richard and Ann Bottelli
Vero Beach,  Florida

-- 
Ann Bottelli

mailto:aebottelli@gmail.com
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From: Judith J. Clough
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: John.Winkle@DOT.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 2:15:43 PM

 
                                                                                                         5393 S E Miles Grant Rd. A204
                                                                                                         Stuart FL 34997
                                                                                                         12/2/2014
 
To the Board of All Aboard Florida:
 
Here is another letter in opposition to All Aboard Florida trains running through the towns on
 the Treasure Coast.  These trains will impact the lives of nearly everyone in Stuart every day. 
 For those of us east of Rte. A1A, we must cross the tracks to get to Rt. 1 or to downtown
 Stuart. Our options east of the tracks are limited. For persons in Hobe Sound and Jupiter, they
 must cross the tracks to get to businesses as well.  In downtown Stuart the train will cut right
 through the center of town, impacting businesses daily.  So called Confusion Corner, a busy
 roundabout in downtown Stuart, will become even more difficult to traverse.
 
There seems to have been no thought as to the effect of 32 trains a day going through the
 Treasure Cost communities.  Will these trains be full of passengers?  If not, why not reduce
 the number of daily trips to 6 or 8?  What is the demand for this service?   And if this is merely
 a smokescreen for additional freight traffic due to the enlarged Panama Canal, why have
 passenger service along these tracks at all?
 
Please consider the impact of these trains on those who live on the Treasure Coast, not just
 those at either terminus of the system.  What will happen to these towns in the future if All
 Aboard Florida fails and leaves our towns divided and nearly deserted?
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Clough
jjcfuss@yahoo.com
 
 

mailto:jjcfuss@yahoo.com
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From: Staff 3631
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 2:38:37 PM
Attachments: SKM_554e14120208310.pdf
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From: rcooney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 2:48:24 PM

AAF should NOT be approved as proposed. If anything, it should be located on the
 CSX tracks
west of the FL turnpike, for environmental and tourism industry reasons.

What is wrong with this picture re AAF?

1. AAF chose and paid the consultants who prepared the environmental impact
 statement.
Why was an independent consulting firm not chosen? 

2. It is an undisputed fact that no railroad passenger service in the United States is
 profitable.
Amtrak is federally subsidized and still loses billions of dollars every year in the
 heaviest
railroad corridor in the country, Washington, D.C. to Boston, MA.

3. The assumptions on passenger ridership are much too optimistic and should be
 independently 
studied.

4. The existing CSX tracks west of the FL turnpike are  more environmentally
 attractive for all
concerned, particularly the highly popular tourism counties on the Treasure coast.

5. If AAF goes ahead with a planned tax-exempt bond issue, with an expected
 interest rate in the
8-10% area, that alone should give pause to regulators: why so high?  RISK.

6. AAF is a freight/real estate scam of considerable magnitude that cannot be allowed
 to proceed.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert L. Cooney
400 Beachview Drive #2N
Vero Beach, FL 32963

mailto:rcooney@bellsouth.net
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From: williamcarpenter101@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:03:50 PM

Dear Sir;
 
I wish to say how much the planned High Speed Rail Service will hurt our quality of
 life here in Vero Beach.  Safety is a huge concern.  32 trains a day plus the regular
 freight trains would mean almost constant use of the tracks that cut our town in half. 
 Most of our private residents are on one side of the tracks and the shopping malls,
 restaurants,  Government Agencies, etc. are on the opposite side. All Aboard Florida
 would disrupt our lives in numerous other ways.  The noise would be awful.  Just
 think 32 plus the present regular number of trains passing through town, blasting
 their horns at a dozen different crossings.  Please consider people and their quality
 of life as well as multibillionaire business concerns.
 
S. Wilder

mailto:williamcarpenter101@comcast.net
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From: frank swygert
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:16:45 PM

I am a resident of Palm City in St Lucie County Florida and a strong opponent of the
 proposed project.  As a boater, I have timed openings of the antiquated railroad
 bridge crossing the St Lucie River.  It takes an AVERAGE of 40 minutes to open and
 close.  At 32 trains per day plus (heavy later) freight trains will essentially stop east
 west commercial and non commercial boat traffic through this choke point.  Further,
 the disruption of emergency and non emergency vehicular traffic will have tragic
 results.  This AAF project is the most ill conceived, detrimental plan I have ever
 observed - it is a travesty to attempt to burden communities with this ill conceived
 corrupt plan.  I will join in any effort to stop this plan to preserve our safety, security
 and quiet way of life on the Treasure Coast.

F Swygert

mailto:fswyg@att.net
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From: Barbara Della Porta
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:35:58 PM
Attachments: AAF letter.docx
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. John Winkle                                                      December 1,  2014

Federal Railroad  Administration

1200 New Jersey Ave.

Room W38-31

Washington,  D.C. 20590

                                                                            RE:  All Aboard Florida                        

Dear:   Mr.  Winkle:



I am writing to you regarding  the All Aboard Florida railroad being proposed 

for the East Coast of Florida.  



I live in Stuart and will be adversely affected by the proposed railroad route

through my city.  Because I have to cross the railroad tracks to leave my neighborhood, I would be waiting for a long time to get out of my neighborhood as the trains would cause so many traffic delays with cars and trucks being backed-up waiting to cross the tracks. Emergency vehicles would also be held 

up trying to cross the tracks to get to emergency calls, causing delays for them.



Our beautiful historic downtown tourist  area in Stuart would be destroyed as the

increase in railroad trains would cause many businesses to fail because of the decrease of customers  and tourists not willing to deal with the traffic delays and inconvenience  caused by the passing trains.  



I do not  think the proposed revenue that would be generated by the many trains

is worth the disruption that would occur in our city.  In fact, I am sure that there would not be any profit from this route as demonstrated by the fact that no passenger trains to date have made a profit from passenger trains in this country.   The only trains that profit are freight trains which would only add to our misery

when the Panama Canal is built and more freight trains  will be  going  through our area.  A high speed train going down the East Coast would be fine if it were  built west of  Interstate 95 where  it would not disrupt the lives of citizens living along the Treasure coast of Florida, and where there are less populated areas and where there are already turnpike highways. 



I strongly urge  you to vote against the proposal in view of the fact that millions 

of people living along the Treasure coast are opposed to this blatant disregard for the citizens who will be adversely affected by this railroad route and who will

have to live with the consequences of such a disrupting and terrible proposal from a private corporation requesting money from the government  for

 a high speed train going through Stuart and the Treasure Coast which the public is vehemently against. 



Thank you for considering my letter.



Sincerely,





Barbara L. DellaPorta

175 SE  Saint Lucie Blvd, #C53

Stuart, FL 34996



From: Jeanette Pardo
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:23:35 PM

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Winkle:

I'm writing to you with strong opposition to these high speed trains and the detrimental impact
 it will have on my
beautiful and quaint community in Martin County, Fl.  The idea of bringing a high speed train
 through our
downtown on ground level tracks is absolutely absurd.  It makes absolutely no sense and is
 very
dangerous to pedestrians and protected wildlife.

The environmental impact studies which were completed are biased and incomplete since the
 consultants
who conducted the study were paid by AAF.   More unbiased studies need to be done that
 should include every
single aspect of the impact  these trains will have in the surrounding communities.  The
 possibility of looking into
alternate routes that take the trains away from downtown areas and sensitive environments like
 Jonathan Dickinson State Park
has not even been fully addressed.

I'm asking that you please deny the final EIS until a more accurate and complete study can be
 done to
see the full environmental impact to all communities in the path of these trains.  Our town will
 be forever
changed in a negative way if these trains come through.   Thank you for your time and effort
 in this
very important matter.

Sincerely,

Jeanette Pardo
1830 NE Victorian LN
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

mailto:jeanettepardo54@gmail.com
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From: Marianne Rothwell
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:20:44 PM

Please do not allow this high speed  line to ruin the small communities that  this  line will cut
 through. We are moving to Hobe Sound to leave the congested rail infested traffic snarls and
 noise pollution from all the trains of northern NJ. What a shame to  think of  old Dixie
  highway with the restaurants and small businesses that will be adversely affected not to
 mention the  homes  nearby. It is a unique part of the old  Florida that is so beautiful. 

Marianne Rothwell
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From: Sales @ Chapman Marine
To: John.Winkle@DOT.GOV
Cc: sales
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:27:47 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
Please tell me who will resurrect our community and the Treasure Coast of Florida after 32
 passenger trains and additional freight kill it and change it as we know it.
 
32 passenger trains will take at least 10 hours and 40 minutes of each day to traverse Stuart ,
 Florida and the ancient bridge. That does not include the freight trains we already have. East-
west traffic on the St Lucie Waterway to Lake Okeechobee will cease or become extremely
 hazardous for navigation at the Stuart RR Bridge. Who is going to be responsible for the barge
 accidents at the bridge with the current and lack of room to navigate in that current while the
 piled up boat traffic tries to get through that bridge?
 
That bridge is so old, it will either get stuck up or down and then you’re really going to have a
 mess.
 
What happens to my business and our lives when a train derails at the Indian Street crossing in
 Stuart 200 yards from my business. We get squooched!!!
 
Who is going to make up the lost property tax dollars because the waterfront property to the
 west of the FEC suddenly has much less value because their boats cannot easily get to our
 inlet?
 
What about the emergency vehicles trying to get to the hospital and cannot because of all the
 rail crossings?
 
I cannot believe this idea is still alive. It should be dead and buried long ago!
 
Sincerely,
 
CHAPMAN MARINE SUPPLY
 
Robert V. Chapman, Jr.
PRESIDENT

mailto:sales@chapmanmarine.com
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From: Charlotte Snedeker
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Bill Posey
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:40:45 PM

Subject: All Aboard Florida

All Aboard Florida is a death knell for towns like Vero Beach where the high-
speed trains will not provide any service or other benefit but will increase noise
 pollution, increased danger and frequent waits at crossings.  Only the invested
 organizations will benefit, not the general public!  All Aboard Florida is
 definitely a misnomer!  The people of many towns like those in Indian River
 County, Vero Beach in particular, will not be able to get "all aboard."  
Let All Aboard Florida and FL East Coast Railroad lay new tracks west of I-95
 for this high-speed service to more heavily-populated areas of the Sunshine State
 or stop en route and provide a much-needed public transportation link for the
 citizens of Indian River and similar counties along the route.  Then, and only
 then, can the service be called Florida "A-L-L" Aboard!
Charlotte and C. Ray Snedeker
2255 55th Sq.
Vero Beach, FL. 32966-1911
Sent from my iPad
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From: Marcya Brodasky
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:11:39 PM

Please do not let FAA expand their plan for a high speed train through the treasure coast.  It will 
destroy the small historic towns north of West Palm Beach.  This area is not Miami or Ft. 
Lauderdale or West Palm Beach.  The developers have already had their way with these areas.  If
 FAA really wanted a high speed train from Miami to Orlando, it would follow the inland route, ie. 
the Florida turnpike, not along the east coast to Cocoa, then to Orlando.  If there are ulterior 
motives here by AAF involving freight as have been suggested in numerous editorials, that’s all 
the more reason for you to prevent that from happening to our small, coastal towns.  Increased 
freight needs to be moved inland away from our small, historic, recreational areas along the coast 
for safety reasons, if not lifestyle ones.  How could the Federal Railroad Administration approve 
such a destructive proposal by AAF??!!!  So many incorrect statistics in that EIS!!  Recreational 
boating and commercial fishing and commercial boat traffic from the gulf coast to the east coast 
will be negatively impacted to the point where it may never recover. If you care about life along the
 Florida east coast, do not let AAF happen!!!  If there were no alternatives available, that would be 
one thing.  But there are alternatives...please make AAF use them...make them work with Amtrac 
and CSX.  A passenger train from Jacksonville to Miami through the east coast of FL could be a 
good thing if it let tourists and residents travel easily along the coastal towns.  Freight has NO 
place through these areas.  PLEASE STOP AAF!!!

mailto:summflamingo@comcast.net
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From: Laurie
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:16:53 PM

Please no...

Just no. 

Laurie Byrne Smith

mailto:classicink@aol.com
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From: lodlum@att.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil;

 David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov;
 Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov; John_Wrublik@fws.gov;
 Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; BillNelson@senate.gov;
 Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com;
 MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:20:37 PM

Mr Winkle:

I am against the Project of All Aboard Florida; see detailed discussion below:

Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor) identified on Page
 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40 miles north of West Palm Beach
 and has an estimated population of 151,263 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and Orlando, Martin
 County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a day traveling at high speed
 through our community (along with an additional 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause
 economic harm and create safety, environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin
 County residents do not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the environmental
 consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform decision-makers and the public of
 any reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or
 human environment.” The Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF
 fails to serve this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information that
 must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the public may fully
 evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within Martin
 County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated municipalities
 which are crossed by the project in its discussion of Communities and Demographics. (DEIS
 4-103 through 4-105).

The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop. est. 15,975)
 and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the DEIS report of impacts of
 the project on municipalities, although there are 10 at grade crossings in the city. The Town
 of Ocean Breeze, also an incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463)
 which, like the City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.

Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which is listed on
 the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage Museum are within 100 feet
 of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these issues in detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest incorporated
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 municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is glaringly absent from the
 examination of these issues. The omission of Martin County, the City of Stuart, and the Town
 of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious
 concerns about the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the project on
 communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit elderly and handicapped
 individuals by providing a transportation option that will enhance mobility and livability in
 their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any community
 within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there is not a single
 “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and handicapped individuals. AAF not
 only fails to “enhance mobility and livability” in Martin County communities for elderly and
 handicapped residents, the project promises severe disruption to communities in which the
 elderly and handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.

Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that section east
 of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the project creates a severe threat to
 the economic survival of small businesses that rely on customers to cross the tracks for
 access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business outlets are located
 adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access across the tracks is not assured by
 the project, threatening the customer base of many of these small businesses, especially in the
 unincorporated areas of Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority community of East
 Stuart.

Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be impacted by
 the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the DEIS. The Jensen Beach,
 Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the
 FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide
 affordable housing, and generate economic development and stability within the communities
 where they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts to
 Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused by AAF on the
 Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance and maintain CRA operations.

The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to temporary construction
 work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result from the project
 (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small business owners and residents in the
 project area, especially those adjacent to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or permanent. It is
 likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train traffic that will block access to
 their businesses and create hazardous conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.

Environmental Justice



The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income populations in
 Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the negative impacts of the AAF
 project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other communities,
 situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the FECR tracks.

The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-American. East
 Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A (Dixie Highway) and at
 Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely populated residential area from the
 commercial area, and it is common for residents – especially children – to walk or ride their
 bikes across the tracks several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized
 organizations within the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center,
 which provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located in the
 immediate vicinity of the project.

Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate, where public
 schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys and Girls’ Club are located
 in close proximity to the project. These communities have a high level of minority residents
 and businesses who are disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly
 impact the more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of low-income,
 minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be encountered by emergency
 vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access emergency medical care.

Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin County (and
 also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted comments objecting to the
 project noting that emergency responders throughout Martin County already “face a unique
 burden from existing freight traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the
 community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR tracks, the
 emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result in tragic consequences. As
 the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted, even if delays caused by increased train
 traffic at crossings throughout the community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the
 difference between life and death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the railroad tracks is
 common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to these residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be further depressed by
 the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from increased train traffic will
 disproportionately impact low-income and minority communities located closest to the FECR
 tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative impacts to
 navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to adequately and accurately
 address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local
 governments, and boaters throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to



 navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect to the number
 of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge. Comments submitted by Martin
 County include accurate counts of vessels passing through the bridge during the week and on
 weekends, reflecting more than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge opening will
 affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront properties that lie to the west of
 the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks that require boaters to navigate through the bridge
 with longer and more frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be hampered by
 the project throughout Martin County.

Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point, there will be
 increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach the medical center located
 across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart and Martin County, which contracts with
 other municipalities to provide fire rescue services, project serious increases in emergency
 response times due to increased train traffic and crossing closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in the event of an
 emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on Hutchinson Island just north of Martin
 County. All evacuation routes are crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies
 or weather events that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more
 delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County, especially in low-
income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with not only a higher number of
 trains on the tracks each day but increased speed of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to
 gauging the time available to cross the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will
 face significantly less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and inaccurately states
 that no such species will be affected by the project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin County, which is
 the site of a number of resources which are not even mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida
 Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) has submitted comments identifying species which
 will likely be impacted, such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located
 within the right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat within the N-S
 Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay, gopher tortoise, gopher frog,
 and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially likely to cross back and forth across the
 tracks in the park to travel between scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as well as gopher
 tortoise on site.



More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe negative impacts
 since the park has only one public access road. Emergency vehicles, campers, and day visitors
 could be trapped in the western part of the park during closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these issues.

Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands and water
 resources resulting from the proposed project.

Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including potential impacts to
 the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is federally designated as a Wild and
 Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to
 the FECR tracks eliminates or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a
 significant ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within the right-of-
way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been quantified or addressed
 by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these impacts without acknowledging Martin
 County’s special protections for all wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate
 evaluation of the project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;
 however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which have been requested by the
 Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as Martin County and other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other marine life will be
 severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in increased bridge closures producing
 more vessels queuing up to navigate through the bridge.

Conclusion

The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative (DEIS Figure
 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts to Martin County residents
 and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-
of-hand, citing speculative issues such as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter
 into” a shared use agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as
 the CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect impacts to
 wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)

The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as proposed. The
 DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and subjective material that appears to
 have been deliberately skewed by the drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed
 project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive Growth
 Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The DEIS inaccurately states
 that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS
 4-4) There is no such agency within Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by
 the Martin County Growth Management Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate information is



 provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the population and communities
 along the projected route.

Regards,

Laureen Odlum

Citizen



From: lodlum@att.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil;

 David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov;
 Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov; John_Wrublik@fws.gov;
 Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; BillNelson@senate.gov;
 Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com;
 MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:28:38 PM

Everyone:

I am against the project "All Aboard Florida".  Martin County is located within the North-
South Corridor (N-S Corridor) identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located
 approximately 40 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of
 151,263 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and Orlando, Martin
 County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a day traveling at high speed
 through our community (along with an additional 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause
 economic harm and create safety, environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin
 County residents do not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the environmental
 consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform decision-makers and the public of
 any reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or
 human environment.” The Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF
 fails to serve this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information that
 must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the public may fully
 evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within Martin
 County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated municipalities
 which are crossed by the project in its discussion of Communities and Demographics. (DEIS
 4-103 through 4-105).

The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop. est. 15,975)
 and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the DEIS report of impacts of
 the project on municipalities, although there are 10 at grade crossings in the city. The Town
 of Ocean Breeze, also an incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463)
 which, like the City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.
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Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which is listed on
 the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage Museum are within 100 feet
 of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these issues in detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest incorporated
 municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is glaringly absent from the
 examination of these issues. The omission of Martin County, the City of Stuart, and the Town
 of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious
 concerns about the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the project on
 communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit elderly and handicapped
 individuals by providing a transportation option that will enhance mobility and livability in
 their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any community
 within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there is not a single
 “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and handicapped individuals. AAF not
 only fails to “enhance mobility and livability” in Martin County communities for elderly and
 handicapped residents, the project promises severe disruption to communities in which the
 elderly and handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.

Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that section east
 of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the project creates a severe threat to
 the economic survival of small businesses that rely on customers to cross the tracks for
 access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business outlets are located
 adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access across the tracks is not assured by
 the project, threatening the customer base of many of these small businesses, especially in the
 unincorporated areas of Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority community of East
 Stuart.

Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be impacted by
 the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the DEIS. The Jensen Beach,
 Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the
 FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide
 affordable housing, and generate economic development and stability within the communities



 where they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts to
 Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused by AAF on the
 Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance and maintain CRA operations.

The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to temporary construction
 work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result from the project
 (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small business owners and residents in the
 project area, especially those adjacent to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or permanent. It is
 likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train traffic that will block access to
 their businesses and create hazardous conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.

Environmental Justice

The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income populations in
 Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the negative impacts of the AAF
 project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other communities,
 situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the FECR tracks.

The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-American. East
 Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A (Dixie Highway) and at
 Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely populated residential area from the
 commercial area, and it is common for residents – especially children – to walk or ride their
 bikes across the tracks several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized
 organizations within the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center,
 which provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located in the
 immediate vicinity of the project.

Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate, where public
 schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys and Girls’ Club are located
 in close proximity to the project. These communities have a high level of minority residents
 and businesses who are disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly
 impact the more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of low-income,
 minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be encountered by emergency
 vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access emergency medical care.



Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin County (and
 also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted comments objecting to the
 project noting that emergency responders throughout Martin County already “face a unique
 burden from existing freight traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the
 community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR tracks, the
 emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result in tragic consequences. As
 the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted, even if delays caused by increased train
 traffic at crossings throughout the community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the
 difference between life and death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the railroad tracks is
 common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to these residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be further depressed by
 the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from increased train traffic will
 disproportionately impact low-income and minority communities located closest to the FECR
 tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative impacts to
 navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to adequately and accurately
 address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local
 governments, and boaters throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to
 navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect to the number
 of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge. Comments submitted by Martin
 County include accurate counts of vessels passing through the bridge during the week and on
 weekends, reflecting more than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge opening will
 affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront properties that lie to the west of
 the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks that require boaters to navigate through the bridge
 with longer and more frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be hampered by
 the project throughout Martin County.



Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point, there will be
 increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach the medical center located
 across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart and Martin County, which contracts with
 other municipalities to provide fire rescue services, project serious increases in emergency
 response times due to increased train traffic and crossing closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in the event of an
 emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on Hutchinson Island just north of Martin
 County. All evacuation routes are crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies
 or weather events that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more
 delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County, especially in low-
income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with not only a higher number of
 trains on the tracks each day but increased speed of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to
 gauging the time available to cross the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will
 face significantly less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and inaccurately states
 that no such species will be affected by the project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin County, which is
 the site of a number of resources which are not even mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida
 Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) has submitted comments identifying species which
 will likely be impacted, such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located
 within the right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat within the N-S
 Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay, gopher tortoise, gopher frog,
 and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially likely to cross back and forth across the
 tracks in the park to travel between scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as well as gopher
 tortoise on site.

More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe negative impacts
 since the park has only one public access road. Emergency vehicles, campers, and day visitors
 could be trapped in the western part of the park during closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these issues.



Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands and water
 resources resulting from the proposed project.

Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including potential impacts to
 the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is federally designated as a Wild and
 Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to
 the FECR tracks eliminates or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a
 significant ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within the right-of-
way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been quantified or addressed
 by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these impacts without acknowledging Martin
 County’s special protections for all wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate
 evaluation of the project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;
 however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which have been requested by the
 Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as Martin County and other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other marine life will be
 severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in increased bridge closures producing
 more vessels queuing up to navigate through the bridge.

Conclusion

The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative (DEIS Figure
 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts to Martin County residents
 and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-
of-hand, citing speculative issues such as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter
 into” a shared use agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as
 the CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect impacts to
 wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)

The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as proposed. The
 DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and subjective material that appears to
 have been deliberately skewed by the drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed
 project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive Growth
 Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The DEIS inaccurately states
 that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS



 4-4) There is no such agency within Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by
 the Martin County Growth Management Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate information is
 provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the population and communities
 along the projected route.

Regards,

Laureen Odlum

Citizen



From: Arthur Ondich
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
Cc: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David.Keys@noaa.gov; Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov;

 James.Christian@dot.gov; Benito.Cunill@dot.gov; Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov;
 John_Wrublik@fws.gov; Charles_Kelso@fws.gov; BillNelson@senate.gov;
 CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov

Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 10:51:57 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle and Mr. Foxx:
 
I would like to express my opposition to All Aboard Florida, as currently proposed.   I am doing this above
 the letter that you have received from The Guardians of Martin County, which outlines in great detail the
 reasons that many residents of Martin County and other South Florida areas are opposing this project.  
 My opposition is based on pure observation and what I feel are common sense analysis of the business
 model suggested by All Aboard Florida.   The impact to both road and waterway navigation traffic in my
 opinion is grossly understated by All Aboard Florida, and this far outweighs any benefit this project will
 provide to travelers, the state of Florida, and travel in general to the United States.   The ridership
 numbers projected by All Aboard Florida are just not believable based on the markets they will serve,
 and the reality of the cost involved, and the travel time the service will provide the ridership.  
 
Even if projected out 20 or more years, the disruption cost of this project as proposed must greatly
 outweigh the realistic benefits that it can provide to travelers between South Florida and the Orlando
 area, and any economic boost to the areas that it would impact.   I ask that you carefully study the
 numbers and reasoning that All Aboard Florida has used to justify their project proposal.  
 
I am not opposed to change that is positive for the state of Florida and the United States, but I do not see
 All Aboard Florida bringing a net positive change.  
 
Thank you for considering my opinion on All Aboard Florida.   I am a resident of Martin County Florida.
 
Arthur W. Ondich
12383 S.E. Plandome Dr.
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
 
     
 
 
 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has
 promoted a safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life for
 Martin County residents for more than a decade, objects to the All Aboard
 Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently proposed and configured and

mailto:arthurondich@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
mailto:Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil
mailto:David.Keys@noaa.gov
mailto:Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil
mailto:Allan.Nagy@faa.gov
mailto:James.Christian@dot.gov
mailto:Benito.Cunill@dot.gov
mailto:Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov
mailto:Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov
mailto:John_Wrublik@fws.gov
mailto:Charles_Kelso@fws.gov
mailto:BillNelson@senate.gov
mailto:CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov


 submits comments with respect to the following categories evaluated in the
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): Communities and
 Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts), Economic
 Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health & Safety,
 Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.
 
Introduction
 
Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor)
 identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40
 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263
 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.
 
Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and
 Orlando, Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a
 day traveling at high speed through our community (along with an additional
 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause economic harm and create safety,
 environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin County residents do
 not currently face.
 
The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the
 environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform
 decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would
 avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.” The
 Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve
 this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information
 that must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the
 public may fully evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.
 
Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts)
 
AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within
 Martin County.
 
Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of
 Communities and Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).
 
The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop.
 est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the
 DEIS report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10
 at grade crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an
 incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the
 City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.
 
Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which
 is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage
 Museum are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.



 
Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these
 issues in detail.
 
The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is
 glaringly absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin
 County, the City of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS
 evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious concerns about
 the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.
 
Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the
 project on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit
 elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that
 will enhance mobility and livability in their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)
 
Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there
 is not a single “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and
 handicapped individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance mobility and livability”
 in Martin County communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the
 project promises severe disruption to communities in which the elderly and
 handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.
 
Economic Conditions
 
Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the
 project creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses
 that rely on customers to cross the tracks for access.
 
Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business
 outlets are located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access
 across the tracks is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base
 of many of these small businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of
 Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority
 community of East Stuart.
 
Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be
 impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the
 DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound
 CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily
 created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and
 generate economic development and stability within the communities where
 they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts
 to Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused
 by AAF on the Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance



 and maintain CRA operations.
 
The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to
 temporary construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.
 
The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result
 from the project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small
 business owners and residents in the project area, especially those adjacent
 to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.
 
Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train
 traffic that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous
 conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.
 
Environmental Justice
 
The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income
 populations in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the
 negative impacts of the AAF project.
 
The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the
 FECR tracks.
 
The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-
American. East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A
 (Dixie Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely
 populated residential area from the commercial area, and it is common for
 residents – especially children – to walk or ride their bikes across the tracks
 several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized organizations within
 the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center, which
 provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located
 in the immediate vicinity of the project.
 
Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate,
 where public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys
 and Girls’ Club are located in close proximity to the project. These
 communities have a high level of minority residents and businesses who are
 disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly impact the
 more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.
 
Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of
 low-income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be
 encountered by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access
 emergency medical care.
 
Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin



 County (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted
 comments objecting to the project noting that emergency responders
 throughout Martin County already “face a unique burden from existing freight
 traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the community.
 
Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR
 tracks, the emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result
 in tragic consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted,
 even if delays caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the
 community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the difference between life and
 death.”
 
In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the
 railroad tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to
 these residents.
 
Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be
 further depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from
 increased train traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority
 communities located closest to the FECR tracks.
 
Navigation
 
Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative
 impacts to navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to
 adequately and accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin
 County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local governments, and boaters
 throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to navigation.
 
The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect
 to the number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge.
 Comments submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels
 passing through the bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more
 than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.
 
Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront
 properties that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks
 that require boaters to navigate through the bridge with longer and more
 frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.
 
Public Health & Safety
 
The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.
 
Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point,
 there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach
 the medical center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart



 and Martin County, which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire
 rescue services, project serious increases in emergency response times due
 to increased train traffic and crossing closures.
 
Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in
 the event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on
 Hutchinson Island just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are
 crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies or weather events
 that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more delays.
 
Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County,
 especially in low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with
 not only a higher number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed
 of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross
 the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will face significantly
 less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.
 
Threatened and Endangered Species
 
The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.
 
The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin
 County, which is the site of a number of resources which are not even
 mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP)
 has submitted comments identifying species which will likely be impacted,
 such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located within the
 right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).
 
The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat
 within the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay,
 gopher tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially
 likely to cross back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between
 scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.
 
Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as
 well as gopher tortoise on site.
 
More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe
 negative impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency
 vehicles, campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the
 park during closures.
 
The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these
 issues.
 
Wetlands and Water Resources
 
As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands



 and water resources resulting from the proposed project.
 
Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including
 potential impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is
 federally designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such
 concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates
 or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant
 ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within
 the right-of-way.
 
Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been
 quantified or addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these
 impacts without acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for all
 wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate evaluation of the
 project’s wetlands impacts.
 
Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which
 have been requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as
 Martin County and other governmental agencies.
 
It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other
 marine life will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in
 increased bridge closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate
 through the bridge.
 
Conclusion
 
The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative
 (DEIS Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts
 to Martin County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply
 rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such
 as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter into” a shared use
 agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the
 CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect
 impacts to wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as
 proposed. The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and
 subjective material that appears to have been deliberately skewed by the
 drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed project.
 
The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive
 Growth Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The
 DEIS inaccurately states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within
 Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 Growth Management Department.
 



Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the
 population and communities along the projected route.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/



